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NOTICE. 


The present edition of the Poems of Shakspere 
comprises the Venus and Adonis, The Rape op 
Lucrece, The Passionate Pilgrim, The Lover’s 
Complaint, and the Sonnets. The Songs from the 
Plays of Shakspere are necessarily excluded from this 
edition, it being sufficient for the reader to make a 
reference to the Dramas to which they respectively 
belong. 




If tlie first heir of my invention prove deformed, I 
sliall be sorry it had so noble a godfather.” These 
are the words whicli, in relation to the ‘ Venus and 
Adonis,’ Shakspere addressed, in 1593, to the Earl of 
Southampton. Are we to accept them literally? Was 
tl>e 'Venus and Adonis ’ the first production of Shak- 
spere’s imagination ? Or did he put out of his view those 
dramatic performances which he had then unquestion- 
ably produced, in deference to the critical opinions 
which regarded plays as works not belonging to “ inven- 
tion ”? We think that he used the words in a literal 
sense. We regaid the ' Venus and Adonis ’ as the pro- 
duction of a very y^uiig man, improved, perhaps, con- 
siderably in the interval between its first composition 
and its publication, but distinguished by peculiarities 
which belong to the wild luxuriance of youthful power, 
—such power, however, as few besides Shakspere have 
ever possessed. 

A deep thinker and eloquent writer, Julius Charles 
Hare, thus describes “ the spirit of self-sacrifice,” as 
applied to poetry : — 

“ The might of the imagination is manifested by its 
launching forth from the petty creek, where the acci- 
dents of birth moored it, into the wide ocean of being — 
by its going abroad into the world around, passing into 
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whatever it meets with, animating^ it, and becoming one 
with it. This complete union and identification of the 
poet with his poem, — this suppression of his own indi- 
vidual insulated consciousness, with its narrowness of 
thought and pettiness of feeling, — is what we admire in 
the great masters of that which for this reason we justly 
call classical poetry, as representing that which is sym- 
bolical and universal, not that which is merely occa- 
sional and peculiar. This gives them that majestic 
calmness which still breathes upon us from the statues 
of their gods. This invests their works with that lucid 
transparent atmosphere wherein every form stands out 
in perfect definiteness and distinctness, only beautified 
by the distance which idealizes it. This has delivered 
those works from the casualties of time and space, and 
has lifted them up like stars into the pure firmament of 
thought, so that they do not shine on one spot alone, nor 
iade like earthly flowers, but journey on fi-om clime to 
clime, shedding the light of beaut/on generation after 
generation. The same quality, amounting to a total 
extinction of his own selfish being, so that his spirit be- 
came a mighty organ through which Nature gave 
utterance to the full diapason of her notes, is what we 
wonder at in our own great dramatist, and is the ground- 
work of all his other powers : for it is only when purged 
of selfishness that the intellect becomes fitted for re- 
ceiving the inspirations of genius.’** 

What Mr. Hare so justly considers as the great 
moving principle of classical poetry,” — what he fur- 

• * The Victory of Faith ; and other Sermons.* By Julias 
Charles Htwe, M.A. 1840. P. 277. 
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ther notes as the pre-eminent characteristic of “ our own 
great dramatist,” — is abundantly found in that great 
dramatist’s earliest work. Coleridge was the first to 
point out this pervading quality in the ‘Venus and 
Adonis and he has done this so admirably, that it 
would be profanation were we to attempt to elucidate 
tire point in any other than his own words : — 

“ It is throughout as if a superior spirit, more intuitive, 
more intimately conscious, even than the characters them- 
selves, not only of every outward look and act, but of the 
flux and reflux of the mind in all its subtlest thoughts and 
feelings, were placing the whole before our view j him- 
self meanwhile unparticipating in the passions, and 
actuated only by that pleasurable excitement which 
had resulted from the eiiergetic fervour of his own spirit 
in so vividly exhibiting what it had so accurately and 
profoundly contemplated. I tliink I should have con- 
jectured from these poems, that even then the great 
instinct which impelled the poet to the drama was 
secretly working in him, prompting him by a series and 
never-broken chain of imagery, always vivid, and, be- 
cause unbroken, often minute, — by the highest effort of 
the picturesque in words of which words are capable, 
higher perhaps than was ever realised by any other poet, 
even Dante not excepted, — to provide a substitute for 
that visual language, that constant intervention and 
running comment by tone, look, and gesture, which in 
his dramatic works he was entitled to expect from the 
players. His Venus and Adonis seem at once the 
chmotert themselves, and the whole representation of 
those characters by the most consummate actors. You 
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seem to be told nothing, but to see and hear everything. 
Hence it is, that, from the perpetual activity of atten- 
tion required on the part of the reader, — from the rapid 
flow, the quick change, and the playful nature of the 
thoughts and images, — and, above all, from the alien- 
ation, and, if I may hazard such an expression, the 
utter aloofness of tlie poet’s own feelings from those of 
which he is at once the painter and the analyst, — that 
though the very subject cannot but detract from the 
pleasure of a delicate mind, yet never was poem less 
dangerous on a moral account.’** 

Coleridge, in the preceding chapter of his ‘ Literary 
Life,’ says, “During the first year that Mr. Wordsworth 
and I were neighbours, our conversations turned fre- 
quently on the two cardinal points of poetry — the 
power of exciting the sympathy of the reader by a faith- 
ful adherence to the truth of nature, and the power of 
giving the interest of novelty by the modifying colours 
of imagination.” In Coleridge's * Literary Remains ’ 
tlie ^ Venus and Adonis ’ is cited as furnishing a signal 
example of “ that afiectionate love of nature and natural 
objects, without which no man could have observed so 
steadily, or painted so truly and passionately, the very 
minutest beauties of the external world.” The descrip- 
tion of the hare-hunt is there given at length as a spe- 
cimen of this ix)wer. A remarkable proof of the com- 
pleteness as well as accuracy of Shakspere’s description 
lately presented itself to our mind, in ninning through a 
little volume, full of talent, published in 1 825 — * Essays 
and Sketches of Character, by the late Richard Ay ton, 
* * IHographia Literaria,’ 1817, vol. ii. p, 15. 
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Esq.’ There is a paper on hunting, and especially on 
hare-hunting. He says — "I am not one of the perfect 
fox-hunters of these realms ; but having been in the 
way of late of seeing a good deal of various modes of 
hunting, I would, for the benefit of the uninitiated, set 
down the results of my observations.” In tins matter 
he writes with a perfect unconsciousness that he is de- 
scribing what any one has described before. But as 
accurate an observer had been before him : — 

' “ She (the hare) generally returns to the seat from 
which she was put up, running, as all the world knows, 
in a circle, or something sometimes like it, we had 
better say, that we may keep on good terms with the 
mathematical. At starting, she tears away at her ut- 
most speed for a mile or more, and distances the dogs 
half-way : she then returns, diverging a little to the 
right or left, that she may not run into the mouths of 
her enemies — a necessity which accounts for what we 
call the circularity of her course. Her flight from 
home is direct and precipitate ; but on her way back, 
when she has gained a little time for consideration and 
stratagem, she describes a curious labyrinth of sliort 
turnings and windings, as if to perplex the dogs by the 
intricacy of her track.” 

Compare this with Shakspere : — 

And when thou hast on foot the purblind bore, 

Mark the poor wretch, to overshoot his troubles, 

How be outruns the wind, and with what rare 
* He cranks and crosses, with a thousand doubles ; 

The many musits through the which he goes 
Are like a labyrinth to amaze his foes.” 



INTRODUCTORY NOTICE TO THE POEMS. 


Mr. Ayton thus goes on : — 

“ The hounds, whom we left in full cry, continue 
their music without remission as long as they are faith- 
ful to the scent ; as a summons, it should seem, like the 
seaman's cry, to pull together, or keep together, and it 
is a certain proof to themselves and their followers that 
they are in the right way. On the instant that they 
are ‘ at fault,’ or lose the scent, they are silent. * * * 
Tiie weather, in its impression on tlie scent, is the great 
father of ‘ faults but they may arise from other acci- 
dents, even when the day is in every respect favourable. 
The intervention of ploughed land, on which the scent 
soon cools or evaporates, is at least perilous ; but sheep- 
stains, recently left by a flock, are fatal : they cut off 
the scent irrecoverably— making a gap, as it were, in 
the clue, in which the dogs have not even a hint for 
their guidance.” 

Compare Shakspere again : — 

*' Sometime he runs among a flock of sheep, 

To make the cunning hounds mistake their smell 
And sometime where earth-delving conies keep, 

To stop the loud pursuers in their yell ; 

And sometime sorteth with a herd of deer ; 

Danger deviseth shifts ; wit waits on fear : 

For there his smell with others being mingled, 

The hot scent snuffing hounds are driven to doubt, 
Ceasing their clamorous cry till they have singled 
With much ado the cold fault cleanly out ; 

Then do they spend their mouths : Echo replies. 

As if another chase were in the skies.” 

One more extract from Mr. Ayton : — 

« Suppose then, after the usual rounds, that you see 
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the hare at last (a sorry mark for so many foes) sorely 
beleaguered — looking dark and draggled — and limping 
heavily along j then stopping to listen — again tottering 
on a little — ^and again stopping ; and at every step, and 
every pause, hearing the death-cry grow nearer and 
louder.” 

One more comparison, and we have exhausted Shak- 
spere’s description : — 

“ By this, poor Wat, far off upon a hill, 

Stands on his hinder legs with listening ear, 

To hearken if his foes pursue him still ; 

Anon their loud alarums he doth hear ; 

And now his grief may be compared well 
To one sore sick that hears the passing-bell. 

Tlien shalt thou see the dew-bedabbled wretch 
Turn and return, Indenting with the way : 

Each envious briar his weary legs doth scratch. 

Each shadow makes him stop, each murmur stay ; 

For misery is trodden on by many, 

And being low never reliev'd by any.’* 

Here, then, be it observed, are not only the same ob- 
jects, the same accidents, the same movement, in each 
description, but the very words employed to convey the 
scene to the mind are often the same in each. It would 
be easy to say that Mr. Ay ton copied Shakspere. We 
believe he did not. There is a sturdy ingenuousness about 
his writings which would have led him to notice tlie 
^ Venus and Adonis* if he had had it in his mind. 
Shakspere and he had each looked minutely and prac- 
tically upon the same scene ; and the wonder is, not 
that Shakspere was an accurate describer, but that in 
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him the accurate ia so thoroughly fused with the poetical, 
that it is one and the same life. 

The celebrated description of the courser in the 
* Venus and Adonis’ is another remarkable instance of 
the accuracy of the young Shakspere’s observation. Not 
the most experienced dealer ever knew the pomts of a 
horse better. The whole poem indeed is full of evidence 
that tlie circumstances by which the writer was sur- 
rounded, in a country district, had entered deeply into 
his mind, and were reproduced in the poetical form. The 
bird “ tangled in a net ” — the “ di-dapper peering 
through a wave ” — the “ blue-veined violets ” — the 

Red morn, that ever yet betoken’d 
Wreck to the seaman, tempest to the field 

the fisher that forbears the ‘‘ ungrown fry”-rrthe sheep 
gone to fold” — tlie caterpillars feeding on “ the tender 
leaves” — and, not to weary with examples, that exqui- 
site image, 

** Look how a bright star sliootelh from the sky, 

So glides he in the night from Venus’ eye 

all these bespeak a poet who had formed himself upon 
nature, and not upon books. To understand the value 
as well as the rarity of this quality in Shakspere, we 
should open any contemporary poem. Take Marlowe’s 
‘ Hero and Leander’ for example. We read line after 
line, beautiful, gorgeous, running over with a satiating 
luxuriousness ; but we look in vain for a single familiar 
image. Shakspere describes what he has seen, throwing 
over the real the delicious tint of his own imagination. 
Marlowe looks at Nature herself very rarely j but ha 
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knows all the conventional images by which the real is 
8up]X)sed to be elevated into the poetical. His most 
beautiful things are thus but copies of copies. The 
mode in which each poet describes the morning will 
illustrate our meaning ; — 

“ Lol here the gentle lark, weary of rest, 

From his moist cabinet mounts up on high, 

And wakes the morning, from whose silver breast 
The sun arisetli in his majesty ; 

"Who doth tlie world so gloriously behold, 

The cedar-tops and hills seem burnish’d gold.” 

We feel that this is true. Compare — 

” Ry this Apollo’s golden harp began 
To sound forth music to the ocean ; 

Which watchful Hesperus no sooner heard 
Rut he the day bright-l)earing car prepar’d, 

And ran before, as harbinger of light, 

And with his flaring beams mock’d ugly Night, 

Till she, o’evcome with anguish, shame, and rage, 
Daug’d down to hell her loathsome carriage.” 

We are taught that this is classical. 

Coleridge has observed that, ‘‘ in the ‘ Venus and 
Adonis,’ the first and most obvious excellence is the per- 
fect sweetness of the versification ; its adaptation to the 
subject ; and the power displayed in varying the march 
of the words without passing into a loftier and more 
majestic rhythm than was demanded by the thoughts, or 
l)ermitted by the propriety of preserving a sense of 
melody predominant.”* This self-controlling power 
of “ varying the march of the words without passing 
into a loftier and more majestic rhythm ” is perhaps one 
• ’ Biographia Literaria,’ vol. ii. p 14. 
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of the most signal instances of Shakspere^s consummate 
mastery of his art, even as a very young man. He who, 
at the proper season, knew how to strike the grandest 
music within the compass of our own powerful and 
sonorous language, in his early productions breathes out 
his thoughts 

To the Dorian mood 
Of flutes and soft recorder." 

The sustained sweetness of the versification is never 
cloying; and yet there are no violent contrasts, no 
sudden elevations : all is equable in its infinite variety. 
The early comedies are full of the same rare beauty. 
In ‘ Love’s Labour *s Lost’ — ‘ The Comedy of Errors’ — 
Midsummer Night’s Dream*— -we have verses of 
alteniate rhymes formed upon the same model as those 
of the ‘ Venus and Adonis,’ and producing the same 
feeling of placid delight by their exquisite harmony. 
The same principles on which he built the versification 
of the ‘ Venus and Adonis* exhibited to him the grace 
which these elegiac harmonies would impart to the 
scenes of repose in the progress of a dramatic action. 

We proceed to the ‘Lucrece.’ Of that poem the 
date of the composition is fixed as accurately ai we 
can desire. In the dedication to the ‘Venus and 
Adonis’ the poet says — “ If your honour seem but 
pleased I account myself highly praised, and vow to 
take advantage of all idle hours till I have honoured 
you with some graver labour.” In 1594, a year after 
the ‘ Venus and Adonis,* ‘ Lucrece’ was published, and 
was dedicated to Lord Southampton. This, then, was 



INTRODUCTORY NOTICE TO THE POEMS. 18 


undoubtedly the “ graver labour tbis wag the produce 
of the ‘‘idle hours” of 1593. Sbakspere was then 
nearly thirty years of age — the period at which it is 
held by some he first began to produce anything original 
for the stage. Ttie poet unquestionably intended the 
“ graver labour” for a higher effort than had produced 
the “first heir” of his invention. He describes the 
‘Venus and Adonis’ as “unpolished lines” — lines 
thrown off with youthful luxuriousness and rapidity. 
The verses of the ‘ Lucrece’ are “ untutored lines” — 
lines formed upon no established model. There is to 
our mind the difference of eight or even ten years in 
the aspect of these poems — a difference as manifest as 
that which exists between ‘ Love’s Labour ’s Lost’ and 
‘Romeo and Juliet.’ Coleridge has marked the great 
distinction between the one poem and the other 

“The ‘Venus and Adonis’ did not perhaps allow the 
display of the deeper passions. But the story of Lu* 
cretia seems to favour, and even demand, their intensest 
workings. And yet we find in Shakespeare s manage* 
ment of the tale neither pathos nor any other dramatic 
quality. There is the same minute and faithful imagery 
as in the former poem, in the same vivid colours, in- 
spirited by the same impetuous vigour of thought, and 
diverging and contracting with the same activity of the 
assimilative and of the modifying faculties ; and with 
a yet larger display, a yet wider range of knowledge 
and reflection : and, lastly, with the same perfect domi- 
nion, often domination, over the whole world of lan- 
guage.’ 


BiograpUia Literaria,’ vol. ii. p. 21. 
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It is in this paragraph that Coleridge has marked the 
difference — which a critic of the very highest order 
could alone have pointed out — between the power which 
Shakspere’s mind possessed of going out of itself in a 
narrative poem, and the dramatic power. The same 
mighty, and to most unattainable, power, of utterly 
subduing the self-conscious to the universal, was essen- 
tial to the highest excellence of both species of compo- 
sition, — the poem and the drama. But the exercise of 
that power was essentially different in each. Coleridge, 
in another place, says, in his very first production he 
projected his mind out of his own particular being, and 
felt, and made others feel, on subjects no way connected 
with himself except hy force of contemplation, and that 
sublime faculty by which a great mind becomes that 
on which it meditates.” * But this sublime faculty” 
went greatly farther when it became dramatic. In the 
narrative poems of an ordinary man we per|)etually see 
tlie narrator. Coleridge, in a passage jireviously quoted, 
has shown the essential superiority of Sliakspere’s narra- 
tive poems, where the whole is placed before our view, 
the poet unparticipating in the passions. There is a 
remarkable example of how strictly Shakspere adhered 
to this principle in his l)eautiful poem of ‘A Lover's 
Complaint.’ There the poet is actually present to the 
scene : — 

** From off a hill whose concave womb re worded 
A plaintful story from a sistering vale, 

My spirits to attend this double voice accorded, 

And down I laid to list the sad-tun’d tule.” 


Literary Remains/ vol. ii. p. 64. 
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But not one word of comment does he offer ujion the 
revelations of the “ fickle maid full pale.” The dra- 
matic power, however, as we have said, is many steps 
beyond this. It dispenses with narrative altogether 
It renders a complicated story, or stories, one in the 
action. It makes the characters reveal themselves, 
sometimes by a word. It trusts for everything to the 
capacity of an audience to appreciate the greatest sub- 
tilties, and the nicest shades of passion, through the 
action. It is the very reverse of the oratorical power, 
which repeats and explains. And how is it able to 
effect this prodigious mastery over the senses and the 
understanding ? By raising the mind of the spectator, 
or reader, into such a state of poetical excitement as 
corresponds in some degree to the excitement of the 
iwet, and thus clears away the mists of our ordinary 
vision, and irradiates the whole complex moral world in 
which we for a time live, and move, and have our being, 
with the brightness of his own intellectual sunlight. 
Now, it appears to us that, although the ‘Venus and 
Adonis,’ and the ‘ Lucrece,’ do not pretend to be the 
creations of this wonderful power — their forms did not 
demand its complete exercise — they could not have 
been produced by a man who did not possess the power, 
and had assiduously cultivated it in its own proper 
field. In the second poem, more especially, do we 
think the power has reached a higher development, in- 
dicating itself in “ a yet wider range of knowledge and 
reflection.” 

Malone says, “ I have observed that Painter has in- 
serted the story of Lucrece in the first volume of liis 
SUP. VOL, B 
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‘Palace of Pleasure,’ 1567, on which I make no doubt 
our author formed his poem.” Be it so. The story of 
Lucrece in Painters novel occupies four pages. The 
first page describes the circumstances tliat preceded the 
unholy visit of Tarquin to Lucrece ; nearly the whole 
of the two last pages detail the events that followed the 
death of Lucrece. A page and a half at most is given 
to the tragedy. This is proper enough in a narrative, 
whose business it is to make all the circumstances in- 
telligible. But the narrative poet, who was also tho- 
roughly master of the dramatic power, concentrates all 
the interest upon the main circumstances of the story. 
He places the scene of those circumstances before our 
eyes at the very opening : — 

“ From the besieged Ardea all in post, 

Borne by the trustless wings of false desire, 

Lust-bre.tthed Tarquin leaves the Roman host, 

And to Collatium bears," &c. 

The preceding circumstances which impel this journey 
are then rapidly told. Again, after the crowning action 
of the tragedy, the poet has done. He tells the con- 
sequences of it with a brevity and simplicity indicating 
the most consummate art : 

" When they had sworn to this advised doom, 

They did conclude to bear dead Lucrece thence ; 

To show her bleeding body thorough Rome, 

And so to publish Tarquin’s foul offence: 

Which being done with speedy diligence, 

The Romans plausibly did give consent 
To Tarquin’s everlasting banishment." 

He has thus cleared away all the encumbrances to the 
progress of tbe main action. He would have done thr 
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same had he made Lucrece the subject of a drama. 
But he has to tell liis painful story and to tell it all : 
not to exhibit a portion of it, as he would have done 
had he chosen the subject for a tragedy. The consum- 
mate delicacy with which he has accomplished this is 
beyond all praise, perhaps above all imitation. He 
puts forth his strength on the accessaries of the main 
incident. He delights to make the chief actors analyse 
their own thoughts, — reflect, explain, expostulate. All 
this is essentially undramatic, and he meant it to be 
so. But then, what pictures does he paint of tlie pro- 
gress of the action, which none but a great dramatic 
poet, who had visions of future Macbeths and Othellos 
before him, could have painted ! Look, for example, 
at that magniflceut scene, when 

No comfortable star did lend his light/* 
of Tarquin leaping from his bed, and, softly smiting 
his falchion on a flint, lighting a torch 

“ Which must bo lode-star to his lustful eye.’* 

Look, again, at the exquisite domestic incident which 
tells of the quiet and gentle occupation of his devoted 
victim ; — 

” By the light he spies 
Lucretia’s glove, wherein her needle sticks ; 

He takes it from the rushes where it lies.” 

The hand to which that glove belongs is described in 
the very perfection of poetry : — 

** Without the bed her other fair hand was. 

On the green coverlet ; whose perfect white 
Show’d like un April daisy on the gross.” 

In the chamber of innocence Tarquin is painted with 
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terrific grandeur, which i« overpowering l)y the force of 
contrast : — 

“ Tills said, he Klmkes aloft his Roman blade, 

Which, like a falcon towering in the skies, 

Couclieth the fowl below with his wings’ shade.” 

The complaint of Lucrece after Tarquin has departed 
was meant to be undramatic. The action advances not. 
The character develops not itself in the action. But 
the poet makes his heroine bewail her fate in every 
variety of lament that his boundless command of imagery 
could furnish. Tlie letter to Collatine is written ; — a 
letter of the most toucliing simplicity : — 

Thou worthy lord 

Of that unworthy wife that grceteth thee, 

Health to thy person 1 Next vouchsafe to afford 
' (If ever, love, thy Lucrece thou wilt see) 

Some present speed to come and visit me : 

So I commend me from our house in grief; 

My woes are tedious, though my words are brief.” 
Again the action languishes, and again Lucrece sur- 
renders herself to her grief. The 

“ Skilful painting, made for Priam’s Troy” 
is one of the most elaborate passages of the poem, essen- 
tially cast in an undramatic mould. But this is hut a 
prelude to the catastrophe, where, if we mistake not, a 
strength of passion is put forth which is worthy him who 
drew the terrible agonies of Lear ; — 

“ Here with a sigh, as if her heart would break. 

She throws forth Tarquin’s name : * He, he,’ she says, 

But more than ‘ he ' her poor tongue could not speak ; 
Till after many accents and delays, 

Untimely breathings, sick and short assays. 

She utters this : ‘ He, he, fair lords, ’t is he, 

That guides this hand to give tills wound to me. ” 
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Malone, in his concluding remarks upon the * Venus 
and Adonis,’ and ‘ Lucrece,’ says, “We should do 
Shakspeare injustice were we to try them by a compa- 
rison with more modern and polished productions, or 
with our present idea of poetical excellence.” This 
was written in the year 1780 — the period which re- 
joiced in the “ polished productions ” of Hayley and 
Miss Seward, and founded its “ idea of poetical excel- 
lence” on some standard which, secure in its conven- 
tional forms, might depart as far as possible from sim- 
jdicity and nature, to give us words witliout thought, 
arranged in verses without music. It would be injus- 
tice indeed to Shakspere to try the ‘ Venus and Adonis,’ 
and ‘ Lucrece,’ by such a standard of “ poetical excel- 
lence.” But we have outlived that period. By way 
of apology for Shakspere, Malone adds, “ that few 
authors rise much above the age in which they live.” 
He further says, “ the poems of ‘ Venus and Adonis ' 
and the ‘ Rape of Lucrece,’ whatever opinion may be 
now entertained of them, were certainly much admired 
in Shakspere’s lifetime.” This is consolatory. In 
Shakspere’s lifetime there were a few men tliat the world 
has since thought somewhat qualified to establish an 
“ idea of poetical excellence ” — Spenser, Drayton, 
Jonson, Fletcher, Chapman, for example. These were 
not much valued in Malone’s golden age of “ more 
modem and polished productions — but let that pass. 
We are coming back to the opinions of this obsolete 
school ; and we venture to think the majority of readers 
now will not require us to make an ai>ology for Shak* 
spare's poems. 
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If Malone thought it necessary to solicit indulgence 
for the ‘ Venus and Adonis,’ and ‘ Lucrece,’ he drew 
even a more timid breath when he ventured to speak of 
the ‘ Sonnets.’ “ I do not feel any great propensity to 
stand forth as the champion of these compositions. 
However, as it appears to me that they have been some- 
what underrated, I think it incumbent on me to do them 
that justice to which they seem entitled.” No wonder 
he speaks timidly. The great poetical lawgiver of his 
time — the greater than Shakspere, for he undertook to 
mend him, and refine him, and make him fit to be 
tolerated by the super-elegant intellects of the days of 
George III. — had pronounced that the ‘ Sonnets ’ were 
too bad even for his genius to make tolerable. He, 
Steevens, who would take up a play of Shakspere’s in 
the condescending spirit with which a clever tutor takes 
up a smart boy’s verses, — altering a word here, piecing 
out a line there, commending this thought, shaking his 
head at this false prosody, and acknowledging upon the 
whole that the thing is pretty well, seeing how much 
the lad has yet to learn — he sent forth his decree that 
nothing less than an act of parliament could compel the 
reading of Shakspere’s ‘ Sonnets.’ For a long time 
mankind bowed before the oracle ; and the ‘ Sonnets ’ 
were not read. Wordsworth has told us something 
about this • 

“ There is extant a small volume of miscellaneous 
poems in which Shakspeare expresses his feelings in his 
own person. It is not difficult to conceive that the 
editor, George Steevens, should have been insensible to 
the beauties of one portion of that volume, the ‘ Sonnets;* 
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though there is not a part of the writings of this poet 
where is found, in an equal compass, a greater number of 
exquisite feelings felicitously expressed. But, from 
regard to the critic’s own credit, he would not have ven- 
tured to talk of an act of parliament not being strong 
enough to compel the perusal of these, or any produc- 
tion of Shakspere, if he had not known that the people 
of England were ignorant of the treasures contained in 
those little pieces.” * 

That ignorance has been removed ; and no one has 
contributed more to its removal, by creating a school 
. of poetry founded upon Truth and Nature, than Words- 
worth himself. The critics of the last century have 
passed away : — 

“ Peor and Baalim 
Forsake their temples dim.” 

By the operation of what great sustaining principle is it 
that we have come back to the just appreciation of ** the 
treasures contained in those little pieces ”? The poet- 
critic will answer : — 

There never has been a period, and perhaps never 
will be, in wliich vicious poetry, of some kind or other, 
has not excited more zealous admiration, and been far 
more generally read, than good; but this advantage 
attends the good, that the individual^ as well as the 
species, survives from age to age : whereas, of the de- 
praved, though the species be immortal, the individual 
quickly perishes; the object of present admiration 
vanishes, being supplanted by some other as easily pro- 
duced, which, though no better, brings with it at least 
* Preface to Poetical Works. 
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the irritation of novelty, — ^with adaptation, more or less 
skilful, to the changing humours of the majority of those 
who are most at leisure to regard poetical works when 
they first solicit tlieir attention. Is it the result of the 
whole, that, in the opinion of the writer, the judgment 
of the people is not to be respected ? The thought is 
most injurious; and, could the charge be brought 
against him, he would repel it with indignation, Tiie 
people have already been justified, and their eulogium 
pronounced by implication, when it is said, above — that, 
of good poetry, the individtial, as well as the species, 
survives. And how does it survive but througli the 
people ? what preserves it but their intellect and their 
wisdom ? 

* Past and future are the wings 
On whose support, harmoniously conjoin'd, _ 

Moves the great spirit of human knowledge.^— MS. 

The voice that issues from this spirit is that vox popuU 
which the Deity inspires. Foolish must he be who can 
mistake for this a local acclamation, or a transitory out’ 
cry — transitory though it be for years, local though 
from a nation ! Still more lamentable is his error who 
can believe that there is anything of divine infallibility 
in the clamour of that small though loud portion of the 
community, ever governed by factitious influence, 
which, under the name of the Public, passes itself, 
upon the unthinking, for the People.’’* 

It is this perpetual mistake of the public for the people 
that has led to the belief that there was a period when 
Shakspere was neglected. He was always in the heart 
• Preface to Poetical Works. 
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of tlie people. There, in that deep, rich soil, have the 
Sonnets rested during two centuries j and here and there 
in remote places have the seeds put forth leaves and 
flowers. All young imaginative minds now rejoice in 
their hues and their fragrance. But this preference of 
the fresh and beautiful of poetical life to pot-pourri 
of the last age must be a regulated love. Those who, 
seeing the admiration which now prevails for these out- 
pourings of “ exquisite feelings felicitously expressed,’* 
talk of the ‘ Sonnets ’ as equal, if not superior, to the 
greatest of the poet’s mighty dramas, compare things 
that admit of no comparison. Who would speak in the 
same breath of the gem of Cupid and Psyche, and the 
Parthenon ? In the ‘ Sonnets,’ exquisite as they are, the 
poet goes not out of himself (at least in the/om of the 
composition), and he walks, therefore, in a narrow circle 
of art. In the ‘ Venus and Adonis,’ and the * Lucrece,’ 
the circle widens. But in the Dramas, the centre is 
the Human Soul, the circumference the Universe. 






TO TUB 


RIGHT HONOURABLE HENRY WRIOTHESLEY, 

JEAKL OF SOUTHAMPTON, AND BARON OF TITCHFIELD. 


RiGliT Honouiiable, 

I KNOW not how I shall offend in dedicating my 
unpolislied lines to your Lordship, nor how the world 
will censure me for choosing so strong a prop to support 
so weak a burthen: only if your honour seem but 
pleased, I account myself highly praised, and vow to 
take advantage of all idle hours till I have honoured 
you with some graver labour. But if the first heir of 
my invention prove deformed, I shall be sorry it had so 
noble a godfatlier, and never after ear* so barren a land, 
for fear it yield me still so bad a harvest. I leave it to 
your honourable survey, and your honour to your 
heart's content; which I wish may always answer your 
own wish, and the world's hopeful expectation. 

Your Honour's in all duty, 

William Shakespeaue. 


• plough. 

b Honour, As a duke is now styled your grace,” so “ your 
honour ” was formerly the usual mode of address to noblemen 
in general. 
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Even as the sun with purple-col our ’d face 
Had ta’en his last leave of the weeping mom, 
Rose-cheek’d Adonis hied him to the chase; 
Hunting he lov’d, but love he laugh’d to scorn ; 
Sick-thoughted Venus makes amain unto him, 
And like a bold-fac’d suitor ’gins to woo him. 

Thrice fairer than myself,” thus she began, 

‘‘ The field’s chief flower, sweet above compare, 
Stain to all nymphs, more lovely than a man, 
More white and red than doves or roses are ; 
Nature that made thee, with herself at strife, 
Saith that the world hath ending with thy life. 

" Vouchsafe, thou wonder, to alight thy steed, 
And rein his proud head to the saddle-bow ; 

If thou wilt deign this favour, for thy meed 
A thousand honey-secrets shalt thou know ; 

Here come and sit, where never serpent hisses. 
And being set I ’ll smother thee with kisses ; 

** And yet not cloy thy lips with loath'd satiety, 
But rather famish them amid their plenty, 
Making them red and pale with fresh variety, 
Ten kisses short as one, one long as twenty : 

A summer’s day will seem an hour but short, 
Being wasted in such time-beguiling sport.” 

With this she seizeth on his sweating palm, 

The precedent of pith and livelihood, 

And, trembling in her passion, calls it balm. 
Earth’s sovereign salve to do a goddess good ; 
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Being so enrag’d, desire doth lend her force 
Courageously to pluck him from his horse. 

Over one arm the lusty courser’s rein, 

Under her other was the tender boy, 

Who blush’d and pouted in a dull disdain, 

With leaden appetite, unapt to toy ; 

She red and hot as coals of glowing fire, 

He red for shame, but frosty in desire. 

The studded bridle on a ragged bough 
Nimbly she fastens; (O how quick is love!) 

The steed is stalled up, and even now 
To tie tlie rider she begins to prove : 

Backward she push’d him, as she would be thrust, 
And govern’d him in strength, though not in lust. 

So soon was she along, as he was down, 

Each leaning on their elbows and their hips : 

Now doth she stroke his cheek, now doth ne frown, 
And ’gins to chide, but soon she stops his lips ; 

And kissing speaks, with lustful language broken, 
“ If thou wilt chide, thy lips shall never open.” 

He bums with bashful shame; she with her tears 
Doth quench the maiden burning of his cheeks : 
Then with her windy sighs, and golden hairs. 

To fan and blow them dry again she seeks : 

He saith she is immodest, |[>lames her ’miss 
What follows more she murders with a kiss. 

Even as an empty eagle, sharp by fast, 

Tires'* with her beak on feathers, flesh, and bone, 
Shaking her wings, devouring all in haste, 

Till either gorge be stutf’d, or prey be gone ; 

Even so she kiss’d his brow, his cheek, his chin, 
And where she ends she doth anew begin. 

» amiss, fault. t> TVm— tears, preys. 
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Forc’d to content, » but never to obey, 

Panting he lies, and breatlieth in her face ; 

She feedeth on the steam, as on a prey, 

And calls it heavenly moisture, air of grace, 

Wishing her cheeks were gardens full oi‘ flowers, 

So they were dew’d with such distilling showers. 

Look how a bird lies tangled in a net, 

So fasten’d in her arms Adonis lies ; 

Pure shame and aw’d resistance made him fret. 

Which bred more beauty in his angry eyes : 

Rain added to a river that is rank,* ** ^ 

Perforce will force it overflow the i)ank. 

Still she entreats, and prettily entreats, 

For to a pretty ear she tunes her tale ; 

Still is he sullen, still he low’rs and frets, 

’Twixt crimson shame, and anger ashy pale ; 

Being red, she loves him best; and being wlnte, 

Her best is better’d with a more delight. 

Look how he can, she cannot choose but love ; 

And by her fair immortal hand she swears 
From his soft bosom never to remove, 

Till he take truce with her contending tears. 

Which long have rain’d, making her cheeks all wet ; 
And one sweet kiss shall jiay this countless debt. 

Upon this promise did he raise his chin, 

Like a dive-dapper® peering through a wave, 

* Content-— &cqrxieacexice. 

Rank — full. Rank is often used to express excess or 
violence generally ; and rankness is applied to a flood, in 
* King John,' Act V. sc. 4 : — 

** And like a bated and retired flood. 

Leaving our rankness and irregular course. ' 

® IHve^dapper. One of the familiar names of the dab-chick 
is dive-dapper, or di-dappers and this was the old poetical 

name. 
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Who, being look’d on, ducks as quickly in ; 

So offers he to give what she did crave ; 

But when her lips were ready for his pay, 

He winks, and turns his lips another way. 

Never did passenger in summer’s heat 

More thirst for drink, than she for this good turn : 

Her help she sees, but help she cannot get ; 

She bathes in water, yet her fire must bum ; 

“ O, )nty,‘’ ’gan she cry, “ flint-hearted boy ! 

’T is but a kiss I beg ; M'hy art tliou coy ? 

“ I have been woo’d, as I entreat thee now, 

Even by the stern and direful god of war, 

Whose sinewy neck in battle ne’er did bow, 

Who conquers where he comes, in every jar : 

Yet hath he been my captive and my slave, 

And hegg’d for that which thou unask’d shalt have. 

“ Over my altars hath he hung his lance. 

His batter'd shield, his uncontrolled crest, 

And for my sake hath learn ’d to sport and dance. 

To toy, to wanton, dally, smile, and jest ; 

Scorning his churlish drum, and ensign red, 
Making my arms his field, his tent my bed. 

Thus he that overrul’d I oversway’d, 

Leading him prisoner in a red-rose chain : 
Strong-temper'd steel his stronger strength obey’d, 

Yet was he servile to my coy disdain. 

O be not proud, nor brag not of thy might, 

For mastering her that foil’d the god of fight ! 

“ Touch but my lips with those fair lips of thine, 
^hough mine be not so fair, yet are they red,) 

The kiss shall be thine own as well as mine : — 

What seest thou in the ground ? hold up thy head ; 
luook in mine eyeballs, there thy beauty lies : 

Then why not lips on lips, since eyes in eyes f 



VENUS AND ADONIS. 


81 


“ Art tliou asham’d to kiss ? then wink again, 

And I will wirikj so shall the day seem night : 

Love keeps his revels where there are but twain ; 

Be bold to play, our sport is not in sight : 

These blue-vein’d violets whereon we lean 
Never can blab, nor know not what we mean. 

The fender spring upon thy tempting lip 
Shows thee unrijie ; yet may’st thou well be tasted ; 
Make use of time, let not advantage slip ; 

Beauty within itself should not be wasted : 

Fair flowers that are not gather’d in their prime 
Rot and consume themselves in little time. 

“ Were I hard-favour ’d, foul, or wrinkled-old, 
Ill-nurtur’d, crooked, churlish, harsh in voice, 
O’er-wom, despised, rheumatic, and cold. 
Thick-sighted, barren, lean, and lacking juice, 

Tlien mightst thou pause, for then I were not for Ihee } 
But having no defects, why dost abhor me ? 

“ Thou canst not see one wrinkle in my brow ; 

Mine eyes are grey,*^ and bright, and quick in turning j 
My beauty as the spring doth yearly grow. 

My flesh is soft and plump, my marrow burning ; 

My smooth moist hand, were it with thy hand felt, 
Would in thy palm dissolve, or seem to melt, 

‘‘ Bid me discourse, I will enchant thine ear. 

Or, like a fairy, trip upon the green. 

Or, like a nymph, with long dishevelVd hair, 

Dance on the sands, and yet no footing seen : 

Love is a spirit all compact of fire. 

Not gross to sink, but light, and will aspire. 

■ Orey is said to be here used as blue. We have suUe- 
quently— 

** Her two blue windows faintly she upheavelh.” 

But the eye-lids are the ** blue windows.’’ 

STTP. Ton. C 
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“ Witness this primrose bank whereon I lie } 

These forceless flowers like sturdy trees support me ; 
Two strengthless doves will draw me through the sky, 
From morn to night, even where 1 list to sport me : 

Is love so light, sweet boy, and may it be 
Tliat thou shouldst think it heavy unto thee ? 

“ Is thine own heart to thine own face affected? 

Can thy right hand seize love upon thy left ? 

Then woo thyself, be of thyself rejected. 

Steal thine own freedom, and complain on theft. 
Narcissus so himself himself forsook. 

And died to kiss his shadow in the brook. 

“ Torches are made to light, jewels to wear, 

Dainties to taste, fresh beauty for the use, 

Herbs for their smell, and sappy plants to bear ; 

Things growing to themselves are growth’s abuse : 

Seeds spring from seeds, and beauty breedeth beauty, 
Thou wast begot, — to get it is thy duty, 

“ Upon the earth’s increase why shouldst thou feed, 
Unless the earth with thy increase be fed ? 

By law of Nature thou art bound to breed, 

That thine may live, adien thou thyself art dead j 
And so in spite of death thou dost survive, 

In that thy likeness still is left alive.” 

By this the love-sick queen began to sweat. 

For, where they lay, the shadow had forsook them, 

And Titan, ’tired* in the midday heat, 

With burning eye did hotly overlook them ; 

Wishing Adonis had his team to guide, 

So he were like him, and by Venus’ sidie. 

And now Adonis, with a lazy spright, 

And witli a heavy, dark, disliking eye, 


• attired. 
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His lowering brows overwhelming his fair sight, 

Like misty vapours when they blot the sky, 

Souring his cheeks, cries, “ Fie, no more of love I 
The gun doth bum my face ; I must remove.” 

“ Ah me,” quoth Venus, “ young, and so unkind 1 
What bare excuses mak’st thou to be gone ! 

I ’ll sigh celestial breath, whose gentle wind 
Shall cool the heat of this descending sun ; 

I ’ll make a shadow for thee of my hairs ; 

If they bum too, I ’ll quench them with my tears. 

The sun that shines from heaven shines but warm, 
And lo, I lie between that sun and thee ; 

The heat I have from thence doth little harm,’ 

Thine eye darts forth the fire that bumeth me ; 

And were I not immortal, life were done. 

Between this heavenly and earthly sun. 

** Art thou obdurate, flinty, hard as steel, 

Nay, more than flint, for stone at rain relenteth ? 

Art thou a woman’s son, and canst not feel 
What ’t is to love ? how want of love tormenteth ? 

O had thy mother borne so hard a mind, 

She had not brought forth thee, but died unkind.^ 

What am I, that thou shouldst contemn^ me this ? 
Or what great danger dwells upon my suit ? 

What were thy lips the worse for one poor kiss ? 

Speak, fair ; but speak fair words, or else be mute : 

Give me one kiss, I ’ll give it thee again, 

And one for interest, if thou wilt have twain. 

* Unkind. Milton applies the same epithet, in the same way, 
in his * Doctrine of Divorce — ** The desire and longing to put 
off an unkindiy solitariness by uniting another body, but not 
without a fit soul, to his, in the cheerful society of wedlock.” 

** Contemn is here used in the sense of throw aside. 
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Fie, lifeless picture, cold and senseless stoti^ 
Well-painted idol, image dull and dead, 

Statue contenting but the eye alone, 

Thing like a man, but of no woman bred ; 

Tliou art no man, though of a man’s complexion, 
For men wdll kiss even by their own direction.” 

Tills said, impatience chokes her pleading tongue, 

And swelling passion doth provoke a pause ; 

Red cheeks and fiery eyes blaze forth her wrong ; 

Being judge in love, she cannot right her cause : 

And now she weeps, and now she fain would speak, 
And now her sobs do her intendments a break. 

Sometimes she shakes her head, and then his hand, 

Now gazeth she on him, now on the ground ; 

Sometimes her arms infold him like a band j 
She would, he will not in her arms be bound ; 

And when from thence he struggles to be “gone, 

She locks her lily fingers one in one. 

** Fondling,” she saith, ‘‘ since I have hemra’d thee 
here. 

Within the circuit of this ivory pale, 

I ’ll be a park, and thou shalt be my deer ; 

Feed where thou wilt, on mountain or in dale : 

Graze on my Ups ; and if those hills be dry. 

Stray lower, where the pleasant fountains lie, 

“ Within this limit is relief enough. 

Sweet bottom-grass, and high delightful plain, 

Round rising hillocks, brakes obscure and rough. 

To shelter thee from tempest and from rain ; 

Then be my deer, since I am such a park ; 

No dog shall rouse thee, tho’ a thousand bark.” 


• intentions. 
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At this Adonis smiles as in disdain, 

That in each cheek appears a pretty dimple : 

Love made those hollows, if himself were slain, 

He might be buried in a tomb so simple ; 

Foreknowing well if there he came to lie, 

Why tliere Love liv’d and there he could not die. 

These lovely caves, these round' enchanting pits, 

Open’d their mouths to swallow Venus’ liking : 

Being mad before, how doth she now for wits ? 

Struck dead at first, what needs a second striking ? 
Poor queen of love, in thine own law forlorn, 

To love a cheek that smiles at thee in scorn ! 

Now which way shall she turn? what shall she say ? 
Her words are done, her woes the more increasing, 

The time is spent, her object will away, 

And from her twining arms doth urge releasing ; 

“ Pity ” — she cries, — “ some favour — some re- 
morse* — ” 

Away he springs, and hasteth to his horse. 

But lo, from forth a copse that neighbours by, 

A breeding jennet, lusty, young, and proud, 

Adonis’ trampling courser doth espy, 

And forth she rushes, snorts, and neighs aloud : 

The strong-neck ’d steed, being tied unto a tree, 
Breaketh his rein, and to her straight goes he. 

Imperiously he leaps, he neighs, he bounds^ 

And now his woven girths he breaks asunder ; 

The bearing earth with his hard hoof he wounds, 

Whose hollow womb resounds like heaven’s tliunder j 
The iron bit he crusiies ’tween his teeth, 

Controlling what he was controlled witli. 


® TZemyrse— tfudernosi. 



86 


VENUS AND ADONIS. 


His ears up prick’d ; his braided hanging mane 
Upon his compass’d * crest'now stand on end 
His nostrils drink the air, and forth again, 

As from a fumace, vapours doth he send : 

His eye, which scornfully glisters like fire, 

Shows his hot courage and his high desire. 

Sometime he trots, as if he told the steps, 

With gentle majesty, and modest pride ; 

Anon he rears upright, curvets, and lea^, 

As who should say, lo ! thus my strength is tried j 
And this I do to captivate the eye 
Of tlie fair breeder that is standing by. 

What recketh he his rider’s angry stir. 

His flattering holla,”® or his “ Stand, I say ”? 

What cares he now for curb, or pricking spur ? 

For rich caparisons, or trapping gay t 

He sees his love, and nothing else he sees, . 

Nor nothing else with his proud sight agrees. 

Look when a painter would surpass the life, 

In limning out a well-proportion*d steed. 

His art with nature’s workmanship at strife. 

As if the dead the living should exceed ; 

So did this horse excel a common one. 

In shape, in courage, colour, pace, and bone. 

Round-hoof ’d, short-jointed, fetlocks shag and long, 
Broad breast, full eye, small head, and nostril wide. 
High crest, short ears, straight legs, and passing strongs 
Thin mane, thick tail, broad buttock, tender hide : 

® Compass' d’^nchei. 

Mane is here used as a plural noun. 

« Holla. Ho is the ancient interjection, giving notice to stop. 
The word before us is certainly the same as toe French Ao/a, 
and is explained in Cotgrave's French Dictionary as meaning 
*• enough, soft, soft, no more of that.’* 
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Look what a horse should have, he did not lack, 

Save a proud rider on so proud a back. 

Sometime he scuds far ofiT, and tiiere he stares ; 

Anon he starts at stirring of a feather ; 

To bid the wind a base ® he now prepares, 

And whe’r he run, or fly, they knew not whether ; 

For thro' his mane and tail the high wind sings. 
Fanning the hairs, who wave like feather’d wings. 

He looks upon his love and neighs unto her ; 

She answers him as if she knew his mind : 

Being proud, as females are, to see him woo her. 

She puts on outward strangeness, seems unkind ; 

Spurns at his love, and scorns the heat he feels, 
Beating his kind embracements with her heels. 

Then, like a melancholy malecontent, 

He vails ^ his tail, that, like a falling plume, 

Cool shadow to his melting buttock lent ; 

He stamps, and bites the poor flies in his fume ; 

His love, perceiving how he is enrag’d. 

Grew kinder, and his fury was assuag’d. 

His testy master goeth about to take him ; 

When lo, the unback’d breeder, full of fear. 

Jealous of catching, swiftly doth forsake him, 

With her the horse, and left Adonis there : 

As they were mad unto the wood they hie them, 
Out-stripping crows that strive to over-fly them. 

All swoln with chasing down Adonis sits, 

Banning his boisterous and unruly beast ; 

And now the happy season once more fits. 

That love-sick Love by pleading may be blest ; 

* In the game of lose, or prism base, one runs and cliallenges 
another to pursue, 
fc FatAr—lowers. 
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For lovers say the heart hath treble wrong, 

When it is barr'd the aidance of tlie tongue. 

An oven that is stopp’d, or river stay’d, 

Bumeth more hotly, swelleth with more rage : 

So of concealed sorrow may be said ; 

Free vent of words love’s fire doth assuage ; 

But when the heart’s attorney ^ once is mut^ 

The client breaks, as desperate in his suit. 

He sees her coming, and begins to glow. 

Even as a dying coal revives witli wind, 

And with his bonnet hides his angry brow ; 

Looks on the dull earth with disturbed mind j 
Taking no notice that she is so nigh, 

For all askaunce he holds her in his eye. 

O what a sight it was, wistly to view 

How she came stealing to the wayward boy ! v 

To note the fighting conflict of her hue ! 

How white and red each other did destroy ! 

But now her cheek was pale, and by and by 
It flash’d forth fire, as lightning from the sky. 

Now was she just before him as he sat, 

And like a lowly lover down she kneels ; 

With one fair hand she heaveth up his hat, 

Her other tender hand his fair cheek feels : 

His tenderer cheek receives her soft hand’s print. 

As apt as new-fallen snow takes any dint 

O what a war of looks was then between them ! 

Her eyes, petitioners, to his eyes suing ; 

• In ‘ Richard III.* ** we have — 

** Why should calamity be full of words ? 

Windy attorneys to their client woes.” 

The tongue, in the passage before us, is the attorney to the 
heart. 
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His eyes saw her eyes as they had not seen them ; 

Her eyes woo’d still, his eyes disdain'd the wooing : 
And all this dumb play had his ^ acts made plain 
With tears, which, chorus-like, her eyes did rain. 

Full gently now she takes him by the hand, 

A lily prison’d in a gaol of snow, 

Or ivory in an alabaster band ; 

So white a friend engirts so white a foe : 

This beauteous combat, wilful and unwilling, 

Show’d like two silver doves that sit a billing. 

Once more the engine of her thoughts began : 

“ O fairest mover on this mortal round. 

Would thou wert as I am, and I a man, 

My heart all whole as thine, thy heart my wound 
For one sweet look thy help I would assure thee, 
Though nothing but my body’s bane would cure 
thee.” 

Give me my hand,” saith he, “ why dost thou feel it?” 
** Give me my heart,” saith she, and thou shalt have it j 

0 give it me, lest thy hard heart do steel it, 

And being steel’d, soft siglis can never grave it :® 

Then love’s deep groans I never shall regard. 

Because Adonis’ heart hath made mine hard.” 

For shame,” he cries, ‘‘ let go, and let me go ; 

My day’s delight is past, my horse is gone, 

And ’t is your fault I am bereft him so ; 

1 pray you hence, and leave me here alone : 

For all my mind, my thought, my busy care, 

Is how to get my palfrey from the mare.” 

Thus she replies : * ** Thy palfrey, as he should, 
W’^elcomes the warm approach of sweet desire. 

* ffig for its, 

Malone explains this “ thy heart wounded as mine is,” 

* Grave— engrave- 
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Affection is a coal that must be cool’d ; 

Else, suffer ’<i, it will set the heart on fire : 

The sea hath bounds, but deep desire hatli none. 
Therefore no marvel though thy horse be gone. 

“ How like a jade he stood, tied to the tree, 

Servilely master’d with a leathern rein ! 

But when he saw his love, his youth’s fair fee, 

He held such petty bondage in disdain ; 

Throwing the base thong from his bending crest. 
Enfranchising his mouth, his back, his breast. 

** Who sees his true love in her naked bed, 

Teaching the sheets a whiter hue than white, 

But, when his glutton eye so full hath fed. 

His other agents aim at like delight? 

Who is so faint that dare not be so bold 
To touch the fire, the weather being cold ? 

** Let me excuse thy courser, gentle boy ; 

And learn of him, I heartily beseech tliee. 

To take advantage on presented joy ; 

Though I were dumb, yet his proceedings teach thee, 
O learn to love ; the lesson is but plain, 

And, once made perfect, never lost again.” 

I know not love,” quoth he, nor will not know it. 
Unless it be a boar, and then I chase it : 

’T is much to borrow, and I will not owe it ; 

My love to love is love but to disgrace it ; 

For 1 have heard it is a life in death. 

That laughs, and weeps, and all but with a breath. 

" Who wears a garment shapeless and unfinish’d ? 
Who plucks the bud before one leaf put forth ? 

If springing things be any jot diminish'd, 

They wither in their prime, prove nothing worth : 

The colt that ’s back’d and burthen’d being young 
Loseth his pride, and never waxeth strong. 
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** You hurt my hand with wringing ; let us part, 

And leave this idle theme, this bootless chat : 

Kemove your siege from my unyielding lieart ; 

To love’s alarm it will not ope the gate. 

Dismiss your vows, your feigned tears, your flattery ; 
For where a heart is hard, they make no battery.” 

‘‘What! canst thou talk,” quoth she, “hast thou a 
tongue? 

0 would thou hadst not, or I had no liearing ! 

Thy mermaid’s voice “ hath done me double wrong ; 

1 had my load before, now press’d with bearing : 
Melodious discord, heavenly tune harsh sounding. 
Ear’s deep-sweet music, and heart’s deep-sore wound- 
ing. 

“ Had I no eyes, but ears, my ears would love 
That inward beauty and invisible ; 

Or, were I deaf, thy outward parts would move 
Each part in me that were but sensible : 

Though neither eyes nor ears, to hear nor see. 

Yet should I be in love, by touching thee. 

“ Say, that the sense of feeling were bereft me. 

And that I could not see, nor hear, nor touch, 

And nothing but the very smell were left me. 

Yet would my love to thee be still as much ; 

For from the still ’tory of thy face excelling 
Comes breath perfum’d, that breedeth love by 
smelling. 

But O, what banquet wert thou to the taste, 

Being nurse and feeder of the other four ! 

Would they not wish the feast might ever last. 

And bid Suspicion double-lock the door ? 

• Mermaid'a voice. Mermaid and syren were formerly used 
as synonymooB. 
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Lest Jealousy, that sour unwelcome guest, 
Should, by his stealing in, disturb the feast.” 

Once more the ruby-colour ’d portal opened. 

Which to his speech did honey passage yield ; 
Like a red mom, that ever yet betoken’d 
Wreck to the seaman, tempest to the field. 

Sorrow to shepherds, woe unto the birds, 

Gusts and foul flaws* to herdmen and to herds. 

This ill presage advisedly she marketh : 

Even as the wind is hush’d before it raineth, 

Or as the wolf doth grin before he barketh, 

Or as the berry breaks before it staineth, 

Or like the deadly bullet of a gun, 

His meaning struck her ere his words begun. 

And at his look she flatly falleth down, 

For looks kill love, and love by looks reviveth : 

A smile recures the wounding of a frown, 

But blessed bankrupt, that by love so thriveth ! 
The silly boy, believing she is dead. 

Claps her pale cheek, till clapping makes it red 

And all-amaz’d brake off his late intent. 

For sharply he did think to reprehend her. 

Which cunning love did wittily prevent : 

Fair fall the wit that can so well defend her 1 
For on the grass she lies as she were slain. 

Till his breath breatheth life in her again. 

He wrings her nose, he strikes her on the cheeks, 
He bends her fingers, holds her pulses hard ; 

He chafes her lips, a thousand ways he seeks 
To mend the hurt that his unkindness marr’d ; 

He kisses her ; and she, by her good will. 

Will never rise so he will kiss her still. 

* Flavor is here used ia the sense of violent blasts. 
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The night of soitow now is turn’d to day; 

Her two blue windows “ faintly she ujiheavetli^ 

Like the fair sun, when in his fresh array 
He cheers the morn, and all the world relieveth ; 

And as the bright sun glorifies the sky. 

So is her face illumin’d with her eye ; 

Whose beams upon his hairless face arc fix’d, 

As if from thence they borrow’d all their shine. 

Were never four such lamps together mix'd, 

Had not his clouded with his brows’ repine 

But hers, which thro’ the crystal tears gave light, 
Shone like the moon in water seen by night. 

0, where am quoth she, in earth or heaven, 

Or in the ocean drench’d, or in the fire ? 

What hour is this ? or mom or wary even 1 
Do 1 delight to die, or life desire? 

But now I liv’d, and life was death’s annoy ; 

But now I died, and death was lively joy. 

“ 0 thou didst kill me ; — kill me once again : 

Thy eyes’ shrewd tutor, that hard heart of thine. 

Hath taught them scornful tricks, and such disdain 
That they have murder’d this poor heart of mine ; 

And these mine eyes, tme leaders to their queen, 

But for thy piteous lip no more had seen. 

“ Long may they kiss each other, for this cure ! 

O never let their crimson liveries wear ! 

® The windows are doubtless the eyelids, but the epithet blue 
is somewhat startling. We must remembt;r that Shakspere has 
described violets as — ■ 

Sweeter than the lids of Juno’s eyes.” 

^Repine. Used as a substantive. Chaucer employs pme in 
the same manner. 
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And as they last, their vetdtire still endure, 

To drive infection* from the dangerous year! 

That the star-gazers, having writ on death, 

May say the plague is banish’d by thy breath. 

“ Pure Ups, sweet seals in my soft lips imprinted, 

What bargains may I make, still to be sealing 9 
To sell myself I can be well contented. 

So thou wilt buy, and pay, and use good dealing; 
Which purchase if thou make, for fear of slips. 

Set thy seal-manual on my wax-red lips. 

'‘A thousand kisses buys my heart from me ; 

And pay them at thy leisure, one by one. 

Wliat is ten hundred touches unto thee ? 

Are they not quickly told, and quickly gone ? 

Say, for non-paymept that the debt should double, 

Is twenty hundred Kisses such a trouble?” 

‘‘ Fair queen,” quoth he, “if any love you owe me, 
Measure my strangeness® with my unripe years ; 

Before I know myself seek not to know me j 
No fisher but the ungrown fry forbears : 

The mellow plum doth fall, the green sticks fast. 

Or being early pluck’d is sour to taste. 

** Look, the world’s comforter, with weary gait. 

His day’s hot task hath ended in the west : 

The owl, night’s herald, shrieks, — ’t is very late ; 

The sheep are gone to fold, bird's to their nest ; 

* The custom of strewing houses with fragrant herbs was 
universal at a period when the constant recurrence of the 
plague habituated families to the use of what they considered 
preventives. 

^ Here is one of the many traces of Shakspere’s legal studies 
—an allusion to the penalty for non-payment which formed the 
oondition of a money bond. 

• Stran^eaets—-coyueae or bashfulncss. 
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And coal-black clouds that shadow heaven’s light 
Do summon us to part, and bid good night. 

Now let me say ‘ good night,’ and so say you ; 

If you will say so, you shall have a kiss.” 

“ Good night,” quoth she ; and, ere he says “ adieu,” 
The honey fee of parting tender’d is : 

Her arms do lend his neck a sweet embrace ; 
Incorporate then they seem ; face grows to face. 

Till, breathless, he disjoin’d, and backward drew 
The heavenly moisture, that sweet coral mouth, 

Whose precious taste her thirsty lips well knew, 
Wliereon they surfeit yet complain on drouth : 

He with her plenty press’d, she faint with dearth, 
(Their lips together glued,) fall to the earth. 

Now quick Desire hath caught the yielding prey. 

And glutton-like she feeds yet never filleth j 
Her lips are conquerors, his lips obey. 

Paying what ransom the insulter willeth ; 

Whose vulture thought doth pitch the price so high. 
That she will draw his lips’ rich treasure dry. 

And having felt the sweetness of the spoil. 

With blindfold fury she begins to forage ; 

Her face doth reek and smoke, her blood doth boil, 

And careless lust stirs up a desperate courage ; 

Planting oblivion, beating reason back. 

Forgetting shame’s pure blush, and honour’s wrack. 

Hot, faint, and weary, with her hard embracing, 

Like a wild bird being tam’d with too much handling^ 
Or as the fleet-foot roe that ’s tir'd with chasing. 

Or like the froward infant still’d with dandling, 

He now obeys, and now no more resisteth. 

While she takes all she can, not all she listeth. 
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Wliat wax so frozen but dissolves with tempering, 

And yields at last to every light impression ? “ 

Things out of hope are compass'd oft with venturing, 
Chiefly in love, whose leave'* exceeds commission ; 
Affection faints not like a pale-fac'd coward, 

But then woos best when most his choice is froward. 

When he did frown, O, had she then gave over, 

Such nectar from his lips she had not suck'd. 

Foul words and frowns must not repel a lover ; 

What though tlie rose have pricklas, yet ’t is pluck’d : 
Were beauty under twenty locks kept fast 
Yet love breaks through, and picks them all at last. 

For pity now she can no more detain him *, 

The poor fool prays her that he may depart ; 

She is resolv’d no longer to restrain him ; 

Bids him farewell, and look well to her heart, 

The which, by Cupid’s bow she doth protest, 

He carries thence incaged in his breast. 

Sweet boy,” she says, ‘‘this night I '11 waste in sorrow; 
For my sick heart commands mine eyes to watch. 

Tell me, love's master, sliall we meet to-morrow ? 

Say, shall we? shall we? wilt thou make the match ?” 
He tells her, no ; to-morrow he intends 
To hunt the boar with certain of his friends. 

“The boar!” quoth she; whereat a sudden pale, 

Like lawn being spread upon the blushing rose, 

Usurps her cheeks ; she trembles at his tale, 

And on his neck her yoking arms she throws ; 

She sinketh down, still hanging by his neck, 

He on her belly falls, she on her back. 

• The soft wax upon which the seal attached to a legal instru- 
ment was impressed required to be tempered before the im- 
pression was made upon it. 

•* Zeaw — licence. 
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Now is she in the very lists of love, 

Her champion mounted for the hot encounter : 

All is imaginary she doth prove, 

He will not manage her, although he mount her ; 

That worse than Tantalus’ is her sannoy, 

To clip Elysium, and to lack her joy. 

Even as poor birds, deceiv’d with painted grapes,* 

Do surfeit by the eye, and pine the maw. 

Even 80 she languisheth in her mishaps, 

As those poor birds that helpless^ berries saw ; 

The warm effects which she in him finds missing, 

She seeks to kindle with continual kissing. 

But all in vain ; good queen, it will not be : 

She liath assay’d as much as may be prov’d ; 

Her pleading hath deserv’d a greater lee ; 

She ’s Love, she loves, and yet she is not lov’d. 

Fie, fie,” he says, ‘‘ you cmsh me ; let me go ; 

You have no reason to withhold me so.” 

“ Thou hadst been gone,” quoth she, ‘‘sweet boy, ere tliis, 
But that thou told’st me thou wouldst hunt the boar. 

O be advis’d ! thou kuow'st not what it is 
With javelin's point a churlish swine to gore, 

Whose tushes never-sheath’d he whetteth still. 

Like to a mortal ® butcher, bent to kill. 

“ On his bow-back he hath a battle set 
Of bristly pikes, that ever threat his foes; 

His eyes like glowworms shine when he doth fret : 

His snout digs sepulchres where’er he goes; 

* The allusion is to the picture of Zeuxis, mentioned by 
Pliny. We may observe that there was no Euglisli translation 
of I’liny so early as the date of this }>oem. 

*> that afford no help. 

« JMortal— deadly. 

SUP. VOL. D 
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Being mov’d, he strikes whate’er is in his way, 
And whom he strikes his cruel tushes slay. 

His brawny sides, with hairy bristles arm’d, 

Are better proof than thy spear’s point can enter ; 

His sliort thick neck cannot be easily harm’d ; 

Being ireful on the lion he will venture : 

The thorny brambles and embracing bushes, 

As fearful of him, part ; through whom he rashes. 

Alas, he nought esteems that face of thine, 

To which Love’s eyes pay tributary gazes ; 

Nor thy soft hands, sweet lips, and crystal eyne, 
Whose full perfection all the world amazes ; 

But having thee at vantage (wondrous dread!) 
Would root these beauties as he roots the mead. 

“ 0, let him keep his loatlisome cabin still ! 

Beauty hatli nought to do with such foul fiends : 
Come not within his danger* by thy will ; 

Tliey that thrive well take counsel of their friends. 
When thou didst name the boar, not to dissemble, 
I fear’d thy fortune, and my jomts did tremble. 

Didst thou not mark my face? Was it not white? 
Saw St thou not signs of fear lurk in mine eye ? 

Grew I not faint ? And fell I not downright ? 
Witliin my bosom, whereon thou dost lie, 

My boding heart pants, beats, and takes no rest, 
But, like an earthquake, shakes tliee on my breast. 

“ For where Liove reigns, disturbing Jealousy 
Doth call himself Aflfection’s sentinel ; 

Gives false alarms, suggesteth mutiny, 

And in a peaceful hour doth cry, ‘ kill, kill ;* 


JOanger — power of doing harm. 
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Distempering gentle Love in his desire, 

As air and water do abate the fire. 

“ This sour informer, this bate-breeding* spy, 

This canter that eats up love s tender spring,^ 

This carry-tale, dissentious jealousy, 

That sometime true news, sometime false doth bring, 
Knocks at my heart, and whispers in mine ear, 

That if I love thee I thy death should fear : 

“ And, more than so, presenteth to mine eye 
The picture of an angry-chafing boar. 

Under whose sharp fangs on his back doth lie 
An image like thyself, all stain’d with gore ; 

Whose blood upon the fresh flowers being shed 
Doth make them droop with grief, and hang the head. 

What should I do, seeing thee so indeed, 

That tremble at the imagination ? 

The thought of it doth make my faint heart bleed. 

And fear doth teach it divination : 

I prophesy thy death, my living sorrow, 

If thou encounter with the boar to-morrow. 

“ But if thou needs wilt hunt, be rul’d by me ; 
Uncouple at the timorous flying hare. 

Or at the fox, which lives by subtilty. 

Or at the roe, which no encounter ^are : 

Pursue these fearful creatures o’er the downs. 

And on thy well-breath’d horse keep with thy hounds. 

“ And when thou hast on foot the purblind hare, 

Mark the poor wretch, to overshoot his troubles. 

How be outruns the wind, and with what care 
He cranks*’ and crosses, with a thousand doubles : 

* Bate signifles strife. *» S/wny— bud or young dioot. 

« CmnAj—winds. 
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The many miisits" throiigli the which he goes 
Are like a labyrinth to amaze his foes. 

Sometime he runs among a flock of sheep, 

To make the cunning hounds mistake their smell, 

And sometime wliere earth-delving conies keep,'* 

To stop the loud pursuers in their yell ; 

And sometime sorteth ^ with a herd of deer ; 

Danger devisetli shifts; wit waits on fear ; 

“ For there his smell with others being mingled, 

Tlie hot scent-snufling hounds are driven to doubt, 
Ceasing their clamorous cry till they have singled 
With much ado the cold fault cleanly out ; 

Then do they spend their mouths : Echo replies, 

As if another cliase were in the skies. 

By this, poor Wat, far off upon a hill. 

Stands on liis hinder legs with listening ear, 

To hearken if his foes j)ursue him still ; 

Anon tlieir loud alarums he doth hear ; 

And now his grief may be compared well 
To one sore sick tliat hears the j)assing-bell. 

‘‘ Then shalt thou see the dew-bedahbled wretch 
Turn, and return, indenting with the W'ay ; 

Each envious briar Ins wx*ary legs doth scratch, 

Each shadow makes him stoj), eacli muimur stay : 

For misery is trodden on by many, 

And being low never reliev’d by any. 

Lie quietly, and bear a little more ; 

Nay, do not struggle, for thou slialt not rise : 

“ Musits." The term is explained in Markham’s ‘ Gentlemen’s 
Academy,* 1595: — '* We term the place where she [the hare} 
tittelh, heir form ; the place through « hich she goes to relief, 
her mush." 

‘'iTeep— dwell. ® SertclA— consorteth. 
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To make tliee hate the hunting of the hoar, 

Unlike myself thou hear’st me moralize,^ 

Applying this to that, and so to so ; 

For love can comment upon every woe. 

Where did I leave?” — No matter where,” ouoth 
he; 

“ Leave me, and then the story a})tly ends : 

The night is spent.” — “ Why, what of that?” (pioth she. 
“ I am,” quoth lie, “ expected of my friends ; 

And now ’t is dark, anti going I shall fall.’’ 

In night,” quoth she, ‘‘ desire sees best of all. 

“ But if thou fall, 0 tlien imagine this, 

The earth in love with thee thy footing trips, 

And all is but to rob thee of a kiss. 

Rich preys make true men thieves ; so do thy lips 
Make modest Dian cloudy and forlorn, 

Lest she should steal a kiss, and die forsworn. 

Now of this dark night I perceive the reason : 
Cynthia for shame obscures her silver shine, 

Till forging nature he condemn’d of treason, 

For stealing moulds from heaven that were divine, 
Wherein she fram'd thee in high heaven’s despite, 

To shame the sun by day, and her by night. 

“ And therefore hatli she brib’d tlie Destinies, 

To cross the curious workmansliip of nature, 

To mingle beauty with inlirmities, 

.And pure i>erfection with impure defeature j 
Making it subject to the tyranny 
Of mad mischances and much misery ; 

** As burning fevers, agues pale and faint, 
Ldfe-poisoning i^estiience, and frenzies wood,'* 


• Maralixe— comment. 


*’ /fhoi— mad. 
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The marrow-eating sickness, whose attaint 
Disorder breeds by heating of the blood : 

Surfeits, imposthuincs, grief, and damn'd des|)air, 
Swear Nature’s death for framing tliee so fair. 

And not the least of all these maladies, 

But in one minute’s fight brings beauty under ; 
Both favour, savour, hue, and qualities. 

Whereat the impartial gazer late did wonder, 

Are on the sudden wasted, thaw'd, and done,* 

As mountain-snow melts with the midday sun. 

Therefore, despite of fruitless chastity, 
Love-lacking vestals, and self-loving nuns, 

That on the earth would breed a scarcity 
And barren dearth of daughters and of sons. 

Be prodigal : the lamp that burns by night 
Dries up his oil to lend the world his light. 

What is thy body but a swallowing grave, 
Seeming to bury that posterity 
Which by the rights of time thou needs must have, 
If thou destroy them not in dark obscurity i 
If so, the world will hold thee in disdain, 

Sith in thy pride so fair a hope is slain. 

“So in thyself thyself art made away ; 

A mischief worse tiian civil home-bred strife, 

Or theirs whose desj)erate hands themselves do sUy, 
Or butcher-sire, that reaves his sou of life. 

Foul cankering rust the hidden treasure frets, 

But gold that ’s put to use more gold begets.” 

“Nay, then,” quoth Adon, “you will fall again 
Into your idle over-handl<^ theme ; 


Done — destroyed. 
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The kiss I gave you is bestow’d in vain, 

And all in vain you strive against the stream ; 

For by this black-fac’d night, desire’s foul nurse, 
Your treatise makes me like you worse and worse. 

“ If love have lent you twenty thousand tongues, 
And every tongue more moving than your own, 
Bewitching like the wanton mermaid’s songs, 

Yet from mine ear the tempting tune is blown ; 

For know, my heart stands armed in mine ear, 
And will not let a false sound enter there; 

Lest the deceiving harmony should run 
Into the quiet closure of my breast ; 

And then my little lieart were quite undone, 

In his bedell am I jer to be barr’d of rest. 

No, lady, no ; my heart longs not to groan, 

But soundly sleeps, while now it sleeps alone. 

** What have you urg’d that I cannot reprove ? 

The path is smooth that leadeth on to danger ; 

I hate not love, but your device in love, 

Tliat lends embraceraents unto every stranger. 

You do it fur increase; O strange excuse ! 

When reason is the bawd to lust’s abuse, 

“ Call it not love, for love to heaven is fled, 

Since sweating lust on earth usurp’d his name ; 
Under whose simple semblance he hath fed 
Upon fresh beauty, blotting it with blame ; 

Which the hot tyrant stains, and soon bereaves, 

As caterpillars do the tender leaves. 

‘* Love comforteth like sunshine after rain. 

But lust’s effect is tempest after sun ; 

Love’s gentle spring doth always fresh remain, 

Lust’s winter comes ere summer half be done. 
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Love giirfeits not ; lust like a glutton dies : 
Love is all truth ; lust full of forged lies. 

More I could tell, but more I dare not say ; 

The text is old, the orator too green. 

Tlierefore, in sadness, now I will away ; 

My face is full of shame, my heart of teen ;* 

Mine ears that to your wanton talk attended 
Do burn themselves for having so offended.” 

With this he breaketh from the sweet embrace 
Of those fair arms which bound him to her breast. 
And homeward through tlie dark laund •* runs apac 
Leaves Love upon her back deeply distress’d. 

Look how a bright star shooteth from the sky, 

So glides he in the night from Venus’ eye ; 

Which after him she darts, as one on shore 
Gazing upon a late-embarked friend, 

Till the wild waves will have him seen no more, 
Whose ridges with the meeting clouds contend ; 

So did the merciless and pitchy night 
Fold in the object that did feed her sight. 

Whereat amaz’d, as one that unaware 
Hath dropp’d a precious jewel in the flood, 

Or ’stonish’d as night- wanderers oDen are, 

Their light blown out in some mistrustful wood; 
Even so confounded in the dark she lay, 

Having lost the fair discovery of her way. 

And now she beats her heart, whereat it groans, 

That all the neighbour-caves, as seeming troubled, 
Make verbal re{)etition of her moans ; 

Passion on passion deeply is redoubled : 


IVc*— grief. 


Laund — lawn. 
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** Ah me !” she cries, and twenty times, ‘‘ woe, woe I* ** 
And twenty echoes twenty times cry so. 

She, marking them, begins a wailing note, 

And sings extemp’rally a woeful ditty ; 

How love makes young men thrall, and old men 
dote ; 

How love is wise in folly, foolish-witty : 

Her heavy anthem atill concludes in woe. 

And still the clioir of echoes answer “ so. 

Her song was tedious, and outwore the night, 

For lovers’ hours are long, though seeming short : 

If pleas’d themselves, others, they think, delight 
In such like circumstance, with such like sjwrt : 

Their copious stories, oftentimes begun. 

End without audience, and are never done. 

For who hath slie to spend the night wltlial, 

Jiut idle sounds, resembling parasites. 

Like shrill-tongucd tapsters answering every call, 
Sootliing tbe humour of fantastic wits ? 

She says, “ ’t is so they answer all, ’t is so ; ” 
And would say after her, if she said “ no.” 

Lo ! here the gentle lark, weary of rest, 

From his moist cabinet mounts up on higl), 

And wakes the morning, from whose silver breast 
The sun ariaeth in his majesty ; 

Who doth the world so gloriously behold. 

The cedar-tops and hills seem burnish’d gold. 

’Venus salutes him with this fair good-morrow : 

“ O thou clear god, and patron of all light, 

* Answer. So the original. No doubt, according to the 

rules of moderu construction, answers is more correct. 
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From whom each lamp and ehining star doth borrow 
The beauteous influence that makes him bright, 
There lives a son, that suck'd an earthly mother, 
May lend thee light, as thou dost lend to other.” 

This said, she hasteth to a myrtle grove, 

Musing the morning is so much o’erwom. 

And yet she hears no tidings of her love : 

She hearkens for his liounds, and for his bom : 

Anon she bears them chant it lustily, 

And all in haste she coasteth ^ to the cry. 

And as she runs, the bushes in the way 
Some catch her by the neck, some kiss her face, 

Some twine about her thigh to make her stay ; 

She wildly breaketh from their strict embrace, 

Like a milch doe, whose swelling dugs do aclie, 
Hasting to feed her fawn, hid in some brake. 

By this she hears the hounds are at a V)ay, 

Whereat she starts, like one that spies an adder 
Wreath’d up in fatal folds, just in his way, 

The fear whereof doth make him sliake and shudder; 
Even so the timorous yelping of the hounds 
Appals her senses, and her spright confounds. 

For now she knows it is no gentle chase, 

But tlie blunt boar, rough liear, or lion proud, 
Because the cry remaincth in one place, 

Where fearfully the dogs exclaim aloud : 

Finding their enemy to be so curst, 

They all strain court’sy who shall cope him first. 

This dismal cry rings sadly in her ear. 

Through which it enters to surjirise her heart, 


» Cuasteth — advanceth. 
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Who, overcome by doubt and bloodless fear, 

With cold-pale weakness numbs each feeling part : 

Like soldiers, when their captain once doth y ield, 

, They basely fly, and dare not stay the field. 

Thus stands she in a trembling ecstasy ; 

Till, cheering up her senses sore-dismay ’d, 

She tells them ’t is a causeless fantasy, 

And childish error that they are afraid ; 

Bids them leave quaking, bids them fear no more ;■ 
And witli that word she spied the hunted boar ; 

Whose frothy mouth, bepainted all with red, 

Like milk and blood being mingled both together, 

A second fear through all her sinews spread, 

Which madly hurries her she knows not whither : 
This way she runs, and now she will no further, 
But back retires, to rate the boar for murther. 

A thousand spleens bear her a thousand ways ; 

She treads the path that she untreads again ; 

Her more than haste is mated** with delays. 

Like the proceedings of a drunken brain. 

Full of respect,^ yet nought at all resjiecting, 

In band with all things, nought at all efiiectiug. 

Here kennelVd in a brake she finds a hound, 

And asks the weary caitiff for his master ; 

And there another licking of his wound, 

'^Gainst venora'd sores the only sovereign plaster ; 

And here she meets another sadly scowling, 

To whom she 8i>eak8, and he replies with howling. 

When he liath ceas’d his ill-resounding noise, 

Another flap-mouth ’d mourner, black and grim, 


* ITated— confounded. 


Respect-^'i rcumspectioxu 
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Against the welkin volleys out his voice ; 

Ancther and another answer him, 

Clawing their proud tails to the ground below, 
Shading their scratch'd ears, bleeding as they go. 

Look, how the world's poor ]x*ople are amaz'd 
At apparitions, signs, and prodigies, 

Whereon with fearful eyes they long have gaz'd. 
Infusing them with dreadful })rophecies : 

So she at these sad signs draws up her hreath. 

And, sighing it again, exclaims on Death, 

Ilard-favonr'd tyrant, ugly, meagre, lean, 

Hateful divorce of love,” (thus chides she Death,) 

“ G rim-grinning ghost, earth’s worm, what dost thou 
mean 

To stifle beauty, and to steal bis breath, 

W’ho when he liv’d, his breatli and beauty set 
Gloss on tlie rose, smell to the violet? 

If lie be dead, — O no, it cannot be, 

Swing his beauty, thou shouldst strike at it — 

O yes, it may ; thou hast no eyes to see, 

But hatefully at random dost thou hit. 

Thy mark is feeble age ; but thy false dart 
Mistakes that aim, and cleaves an infant’s heart. 

“ Hadst thou but bid beware, then he had sjioke. 

And hearing him tby jK)wer had lost Ids* power. 

The Destinies will curse thee for this stroke ; 

They bid thee crop a weed, thou pluck’st a flower ; 
Love 8 golden arrow at him sliould have fled, 

And not Death s ebon dart, to strike him dead. 

Dost thou drink tears, that thou provok'st such weeping? 
What may a heavy groan advantage thee? 


• Jlis for iit. 
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Why hast thou cast into eternal sleejiing 
Those eyes that taught all other eyes to see ? 

Now Nature cares not for thy mortal vigour, 

Since her best work is ruin’d with thy rigour. 

Here overcome, as one full of despair, 

She vail’d® her eyelids, who, like sluices, stopp'd 
The crystal tide that from her two cheeks fair 
In tlie sweet channel of her bosom dropp’il ; 

But through the tloodgates breaks the silver rain, 
And with iiis strong course opens them again. 

0 how her eyes and tears did lend and borrow ! 

Her eyes seen in the tears, tears in her eye ; 

Both crystals, where they view’d each other’s sorrow, 
Sorrow, that friendly sighs sought still to dry ; 

But like a stormy day, now wind, now rain, 

Sighs dry her cheeks, tears make them wet again. 

’V’arlable passions tlirong her constant woe, 

AlS striving who should best become her grief ; 

All entertain’d, each passion labours so 
That every present sorrow seemeth cliief, 

But none is best ; then join they all together, 

Xtike many clouds consulting for foul weather. 

By this, Ihr off she hears some huntsmen hollo :*> 

A nurse’s song ne’er pleas’d her babe so well : 

The dire imagination she did follow 
This sound of hope doth labour to expel ; 

For now reviving joy bids her rejoice, 

And flatters her it is Adonis’ voice. 

• Ffl/I’i— •lowered. 

k Hollo, or hollow, is not quite the same word as holU, which 
we have already noticed, although the usual siielling of this 
wofd in the passage before us is holla. 
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Whereat her tears began to turn their tide, 

Being prison’d in her eye, like pearls in glass; 

Yet sometimes falls an orient drop beside. 

Which her cheek melts, as scorning it should pass, 

To wash the foul face of the sluttish ground, 

Who is but drunken when she seemeth drown’d. 

0 hard-believing love, liow strange it seems 
Not to believ^e, and yet too credulous ! 

Thy weal and woe are both of them extremes, 

Despair and hope make thee ridiculous : 

The one doth flatter thee in thoughts unlikely, 

In likely thoughts the other kills thee quickly. 

Now she unweaves the web that she hath wrought , 
Adonis lives, and Death is not to blame ; 

It was not she that call'd him all-to* naught; 

Now she adds honours to his hateful name ; 

She dopes him king of graves, and grave for kings, 
Imperious supreme of all mortal things. 

“ No, no,” quotli she, sweet Death, I did but jest; 
Yet pardon me, I felt a kind of fear, 

Whenas I met the boar, that bloody beast, 

Which knows no pity, but is still severe ; 

Then, gentle shadow (truth 1 must confess), 

I rail’d on thee, fearing my love's decease. 

’T is not my fault : the lx)ar provok’d my tongue, 
Be wreak’d on him, invisible commander ; 

’T is he, foul creature, that liath done thee wrong; 

1 did hut act, he ’s author of thy slander : 

Grief hatli two tongues, and never woman yet. 
Could rule them bodi, without ten women’s wit.” 


AlZ-to— entirol y— altogether. 
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Thus, hoping that Adonis is alive, 

Her rash suspect she doth extenuate ; 

And that his beauty may the better thrive, 

With Death she humbly doth insinuate ; 

Tells him of trophies, statues, tombs ; and stories 
His victories, his triumphs, and his glories. 

** O Jove,” quoth she, “ how much a fotd was I, 

To be of such a weak and silly mind, 

To wail his death who lives, and must not die, 

Till mutual overthrow of mortal kind! 

For he being dead, with liim is beauty slain, 

And, beauty dead, black chaos comes again. 

“ Fie, fie, fond love, ihoii art so full of fear 
As one with treasure laden, hemin’d with thieves; 
Trifles, unwitnessed with eye or ear, 

Thy coward heart with false bethinking grieves.” 
Even at this word she hears a merry horn, 
Whereat she leaps that was but late forlorn. 

As falcon to the lure away she flies ; 

The grass stoofis not, she treads on it so light ; 

And in her liaste unfortunately spies 
The foul boar’s conquest on her fair delight; 

Which seen, her eyes, as murder’d with the view, 
Hike stars asham’d of day, themselves withdrew. 

Or, as the snail, whose tender horns being hit, 
Shrinks backward in his shelly cave with pain. 
And there, all smother’d up, in shade dotli sit, 
Hong after fearing to creep forth again ; 

So, at his bloody view, her eyes are fled 
Into the deep dark cabins of her head ; 

Where they resign their office and their light 
To the disposing of her troubled brain ; 
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Who bids lliem still consort with ugly night, 

And never wound the heart with looks again j 
Who, like a king perplexed in his throne, 

By their suggestion gives a deadly groan, 

Whereat each tributary subject quakes : 

As wlien the wind, imprison’d in tlie ground, 
Struggling for passage, earth’s foundation shakes, 
W^hich witli cold (error doth men’s minds confound. 
The miitiny each part doth so surja'ise, 

That from their dark beds once more leap her eyes ; 

And, being openM, threw unwilling light 
TJjwn the wide wound that the hoar had trench’d 
In his soft flank ; whose wonted lily white 
With ])urple tears, that his wound we})t, was drench'd 
JVo (lower was nigh, no grass, lierb, leaf, or weed, 
But stole his blood, and seem’d with him to bleed. 

This solemn sympathy poor Venus notetli ; 

Over one shoulder doth she hang her head ; 

Dumbly she passions, frauticly she doteth ; 

She tljinks he could not die, he is not dead. 

Her voice is 8to])p’d, her joints forget to bow ; 

Her eyes are mad that they have wept till now. 

Upon his hurt she looks so steadfastly 
That her sight dazzling makes the wound seem tliree ; 
And tlien she reprehends her mangling eye 
Tliat makes more gashes where no breach should be : 
His face seems twain, each several limb is doubled ; 
For oft the eye mistakes, the brain being troubled. 

My tongue cannot express my grief for one. 

And yet,” quoth she, ‘‘ behold two Adons dead I 
My sigh* axe blown away, my salt tears gone, 

Mine eyes are turn'd to fire, my heart to lead i 
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Heavy heart’s lead melt at mine eyes' red lire ! 

So shall I die by drops of hot desire. 

Alas, poor world, what treasure hast tliou lost ! 

What face remains alive that ’s worth the viewing? 
Whoso tongue is music now ? what caiist tliou boast 
Of things long since, or anything ensuing ? 

The flowers are sweet, their colours fresii and trim ; 
But true-sweet beauty liv'd and died with liim. 

“ Bonnet nor veil henceforth no creature wear ! 

Nor sun nor wind will ever strive to kiss you : 

Having no fair^ to lose, you need not fear; 

The sun doth scorn you, and the wind doth hiss you : 
But when Adonis liv’d, sun and sliarp air 
Lurk’d like two thieves to rob him of his fair ; 

And therefore would he put liis bonnet on, 

Under whose brim the gaudy sun would pee[) ; 

The wind would blow it oiT, and, being gone, 

Play with his locks ; then would Adonis weep : 

And straight, in pity of his tender years, 

Tliey both would strive who flrst should dry his tears. 

“ To see his face the lion walk’d along 

Behind some hedge, liecause he would not fear him : 

To recreate himself, when he hath sung. 

The tiger would be tame and gently hear him; 

If he had spoke the wolf would leave his prey, 

And never fright the silly lamb that day. 

^ When he beheld his shadow in the brook 
The fishes spread on it their golden gills ; 

When he was by the birds such pleasure took 
That gome would ting, some otlier in their bills 


• Pair— beauty. 
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Would bring him mulberries, and ripe-red cherries ; 
He fetl them with his sight, they him with berries. 

“ But this foul, grim, and \irch in-snouted* boar, 
Whose downward eye still looketh for a grave, 

Ne’er saw the beauteous livery that he wore: 

Witness the entertainment that he gave; 

If he did see his face, why then I know 
He thought to kiss him, and hath kill'd him so. 

’T is true, *t is true ; thug was Adonis slain ; 

He ran upon the boar with his sharp spear, 

Who did not whet his teeth at him again. 

But by a kias tliought to persuade him there ; 

And nuzzling in his flank the loving swine 
Sheath'd, unaware, the tusk in his soft groin. 

Had I been txx)th*d like him I must cotjfess 
With kissing lum I should have kill'd him first; 

But he is dead, and never did he bless 
My youth with his; the more am I accurst.” 

With this she falleth in tlie place she stood, 

And stains her face with his congealed blood. 

She looks upon his lips, and they are pale; 

Slie takes him by the hand, and that is cold ; 

She whispers in his ears a heavy tale, 

As if they heard the woeful words she told : 

She litis the cofler-lids that close his eyes, 

Where, lo ! two lamps, burnt out, in darkness lies . 

Two glasses where herself herself belield 
A thousand times, and now no more reflect ; 

Their virtue lost, wherein tliey late excell’d, 

And every beauty robb’d of his effect ; 

a DrcAia-snoMted— with the snout of the urchin, or hedgt-hog. 
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“ Womler of time,” quoth she, “ tliis is my spile, 
That you being dead the day should yet be light. 

Since thou art dead, lo ! here I prophesy, 

Sorrow on love hereafter shall attend ; 

It shall be waited on with jealousy, 

Find sweet beginning, but unsavoury end ; 

Ne'er settled equally, but liigh or low ; 

That all love’s pleasure shall not match his woe. 

“It shall be fickle, false, and full of fraud ; 

Bud and be blasted in a breathing while; 

The bottom poison, and the top o'erstraw’di^ 

With sweets that shall the truest siglit beguile : 

The strongest body shall it make most weak. 
Strike the wise dumb, and teach the fool to 8X)eak. 

“ It shall be sparing, and too full of riot, 

Teaching decrepit age to tread the measures 
The staring ruffian shall it keep in quiet, 

Pluck down the rich, enrich the poor with treasures: 
It shall be raging mad, and silly mild, 

Make the young old, the old become a child. 

“It shall suspect where is no cause of fear ; 

It sViall not fear where It should most mistrust; 

It shall be merciful, and too severe. 

And most deceiving when it seems most just ; 
Perverse it shall be where it shows most toward, 
Put fear to valour, courage to the coward. 

“It shall be cause of war and dire events, 

And set dissention ’twixt tlie son and sire ; 

Subject and servile to all discontents, 

As dry combustious matter is to fire ; 

Sith in his prime death doth my love destroy. 
They that love best their loves sluill not enjoy.” 

• 0'er$traw*d — o’erstrewed. 

^ JUsoswes— ^ave daucet suited to age. 
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By this, tlie boy that by her side lay kill’d 
Was melted like a vajiour from her sight, 

And in his blood that on the ground lay spill’d, 

A purple (lower sprung up, chequer’d with while, 
Resembling well his pale clieeks, and the bloocl 
Which in round drops upon their Avhiteness stood. 

Slie hows her head, the new sprung flower to smell, 
Comparing it to her Adonis’ breatli ; 

An<i says, within her bosom it sliall dwell. 

Since lie himself is reft from her by death : 

She crops the stalk, and in the breacli ajipears 
Green dropping sap, which she compares to tears. 

“ Poor flower,” quoth she, “ this was thy fatlier’s guise, 
(Sweet issue of a more sweet smelling sire,) 

For every little grief to wet his eyes : 

To grow unto himself was Ids desire. 

And so 't is thine; hut know, it is as g(H>d , 

To wither in my breast as in his blood. 

‘‘ Here was thy father’s bed, here in my breast ; 

Thou art the next of blood, and ’t is thy right : 

Lo! in this hollow cradle take tliy rest, 

My throhhing heart shall rock tliee day and night : 
Tliere shall not be one minute in an hour 
Wherein I will not kiss my sweet love’s flower.’’ 

Thus weary of the world, away she hies, 

And yokes her silver doves ; by whose swift aid 
Their mistress mounted, through the empty skies 
In her light chariot quickly is convey’d, 

Holding their course to Paphos, where their queen 
Means to immure herself, and not be seen. 


iSnli of 

UcnwB an'tr attonisf. 






TO THE 


RIGHT HONOURABLE HENRY WRIOTHESLEY, 

EAHL OF SOUTHAMPTON, AND BARON OF TITCHFIELD. 


The love I dedicate to your Lordsliip is without end, 
whereof this pamphlet, without beginning, is but a super- 
fluous moiety,* The warrant I liave of your honour- 
able disposition, not the worth of my untutored lines, 
makes it assured of acceptance. What I have done is 
yours, what I have to do is yours ; being part in all 1 
have, devoted yours. Were my worth greater my duty 
would show greater : meantime, as it is, it is bound to 
your Lordship; to whom I wish long life, still length- 
ened with all happiness. 

Your Lordship's in all duty, 

W'lLLiAM Shakespeare. 

* Moiety. In ‘ Henry IV.,' Part 1., and in ‘ I.ear,’ Shak«r>ere 
uses moiety as it is here used> meaning a ^tortion, not a half. 



THE ARGUMENT. 


J^TTcTus Tahottinitts (for his excessive pride sumamed Su- 
perbus), Jift er he had caused his own lather-in -law, Servius 
Tullius, to be cruelly murdered, and, contrary to the Homan 
laws and customs, not requiring or staying for the people's 
suffrages, had possessed himself of the kingdom, went, accom- 
paniea with Ins sons and otlier noblemen of Horae, to besiege 
Ardea. During which siege the principal men of the army 
meeting one evening at the tent of Sextus Tarquinius, the 
king’s son, in tlieir discourses after supper, every one com- 
mended the virtues of his own wife; among whom, Collatinns 
extolled the incomparable chastity of his wife Lucretia, In 
that pleasant humour they all posted to Home; and intend* 
ing hy their secret and sudden arrival to make trial of that 
which every one had before avouclied, only Cktllatinus find* 
hl.s wife (though it were late in the night) spinning amongst 
her maids : the other ladies were all found dancing and revel- 
ling, or in several disports. Whereupon the noblemen yielded 
Collatinns the victory, and his wife the fame. At that time 
Sextus Tarquinius, being infiamed with Lucrece’ l)eauty, yet 
smothering his passions for the present, departed with the rest 
back to the cjmip; from whence he shortly after privily with- 
drew himself, and was (according to his estate) royally enter- 
tained and lodged by Lucrece at Collatium. The same night 
he treacherously sfealeth into her chamber, violently ravished 
her, and earlv in the morning sjjecdeth away. Lucrece, ia 
this lamentabie plight, hastily despat cheth meaengers, one to 
Rome for her father, another to the camp for Collatine. They 
came, the one accompanied with Junius Brutus, the other 
with Publius Vahnius ; and finding Lucrece attired in mourning 
habit, demanded the cause of her sorrow. She, first taking an 
oath of them fur her revenge, revealed the actor, and whole 
manner of his dealing, and withal suddenly stablied lierself. 
Which done, with one consent they all vowed to root out tho 
whole hated family of the Tarauins ; and, bearing the dew! 
body to Home, Brutus acquainted the people with the doer and 
manner of the vile deed, with a bitter invective against the 
tyranny of the king : wherewith the people were so mov^, 
that with oi.e consent and a general acclamation the Tarqnins 
were all exiled, and the state government changed from 
to consuls. 
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From the besieged Ardea all in post, 

Borne by the trustless wings of false desire, 
Lust-breathed Tarquin leaves the Roman liost, 

And to Collatium bears tbe lightless fire 
Which, in pale embers hid, lurks to aspire, 

And girdle with embracing flames tlie waist 
Of Collatine’s fair love, Lucrece the chaste. 

Haply that name of chaste unhapp’ly set 
This bateless edge on liis keen appetite ; 

When Collatine unwisely did not let “ 

To praise the clear unmatched red and white 
Which triumph'd in that sky of his delight, 

Where mortal stars, as bright as heaven’s beauties, 
With pure aspects did him jjeculiar duties. 

For he the night before, in Tarquin’s tent, 

Unlock’d the treasure of his happy state ; 

What priceless wealth the heavens had him lent 
In the possession of liis beauteous mate ; 

Reckoning his fortune at such high-proud rate, 

That kings might be esprmsed to more fame, 

But king nor peer to such a peerless dame. 

0 happiness enjoy’d but of a few ! 

And, if possess’d, as soon decay’d and done ^ 

As is the morning’s silver-melting dew 

• /,e(— forlwar. 

^ Done. The word is here used as in a prcvbut passage of 
' Venus and Adonis:’ — 

'• Wasted, thaw’d, and dme^ 

As mountaia*fnow melts with the mitUlrty sun.” 



72 


THE RAPE OF LUCRECK. 


Against the golden splendour of the sun ! 

An expir’d date, cancell’d ere well begun : 

Honour and beauty, in the owner’s arms, 

Are weakly fortress’d from a world of harms. 

Beauty itself dotli of itself persuade 
The eyes of men without an orator ; 

What needeth tlien ajK>logies be made 
To set forth that which is so singular? 

Or why is Collatlne the jmblisher 

Of that rich jewel lie should keep unknown 
From thievish ears, because it is his own V 

Perchance his lioast of Lucrece’ sovereignty 
Suggested ® this proud issue of a king ; 

For by our ears our hearts oft tainted be : 

Perchance that envy of so rich a thing, 

Braving compare, disdainfully did sting 

His high-pitch'd thoughts, that meaner men should 
vaunt 

Tliat golden hap which their su|)eriorg want. 

But some untimely thought did instigate 
His all-too-tlmeless 8|)eed, if none of those : 

His honour, his afl'airs, his friends, liis state, 

Neglecteil all, with swift intent he goes 
To quench the coal which in his liver glows, 

O rash false heat, wrapp’d in repentant cold, 

Tliy hasty spring still blasts, ^ and ne’er grows old ! 

When at Collatium this false lord arriv’d, 

Well was he welcom'd by tlie Roman dame, 

W’ithin whose face beauty and virtue striv’d 
Which of ttiem both should undenirop her fame : 

When virtue bragg'd, beauty would blush for sliame ; 


I* Blasti is hete used os a verb neuter. 
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When beauty boasted blushes, in despite 
Virtue would stain that or* with silver white, 

But beauty, in that while intituled, 

From Venus’ doves doth challenge that fair field : 

Then virtue claims from beauty beauty’s red, 

Which virtue gave the golden age, to gild 
Their silver cheeks, aud call’d it then their shield ; 
Teaching them thus to use it in the fight, — 

When shame assail’d, the red should fence the white. 

This heraldry in Lucrece’ face was seen, 

Argued by beauty’s red, and virtue’s white ; 

Of either’s colour was the other queen, 

Proving from world's minority their right : 

Yet their ambition makes them still to tight j 
The sovereignty of either being so great, 

That oft they interchange each other’s seat. 

Tins silent war of lilies and of roses 
Which Tarquin view’d in her fair face’s field. 

In their pure ranks his traitor eye encloses ; 

Where, lest between them both it should be kill'd. 

The coward captive vanquished doth yield 
To those two armies that would let him go, 

Rather than triumph in so false a foe. 

• Or. The line uauully stands thus 
” Virtue would stain that o’er with silver white." 

The original has ore. Mulone has suggested, hut he does not 
aet upon the suggestion, that ** the word intended was perhaps 
<»*, i.e. gold, to which the poet compares the deep colour of a 
blush.” We have no doubt whatever of the matter. The Unas 
in the subsequent stanza complete the heraldic allusion 
“ Tlieti virtue claims from beauty beauty’s red, 

Which virtue gave the golden age, to gdd 
Their tilver cheeks, and call'd it then their shield.” 
b IntUnled^lMxins a title to, or in. 
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Now thinks he that her husbands shallow tongue 
(The niggard prodigal that prais’d her so) 

In that high task hath done lier beauty wrong, 
Whicii far exceeds his barren skill to show : 
Therefore tliat praise wliich Gollatine doth owe,* 
Enchanted Turquin answers with surmise, 

In silent wonder of still-gazing eyes. 

Tilts earthly saint, adored by this devil, 

Little susjiectcth the false worshipjjcr; 

For unstaiu’tl Ihongltts do seldom dream on evil j 
Birds never lim'd no secret bushes fear : 

So guiltless she securely gives good cheer 

And reverend welcome to her princely guest, 
Whose inward ill no outward haim express’d ; 

For that he colour'd with his higli estate, 

Hiding base sin in plaits of majesty ; 

That notJiing in him seem’d inoidmatc, 

Save sometime t«M) much wonder of his eye, 

Which, having all, all could not satisfy ; 

But poorly rich, so wanteth in his store 
That cloy'd with much he pineth still for more. 

But she, that never cop'd with stranger eyes, 

Could pick no meaning from tlicir }>arlingt> locks. 
Nor read the subtle-shining secrecies 
W^rit in the glassy margents of such bot)ks; 

She toucli'd no unknown l»ai(s, nor fear’d no hooks ; 
Nor could she moral iae*^ his wanton sight 
More tluui his eyes were ojjen’d to the ligl»t. 

He stories to her ears her husband’s fame, 

Won in the fields of fruitful Italy ; 

And decks with praises Collatine’s high name, 

• The object of pruise which CoUatine doth possess. 

^ Pmiihg — 8][H;nkiug. « Afurah'nr— iaterpret. 
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Made glorious by his manly chivalry, 

With bruised arms and wreaths of victory ; 

Her joy with heav’d-up hand she dotli express, 

And, wordless, so greets heaven for his success. 

Far from the purpose of his coming thither. 

He makes excuses for his being there. 

No cloudy show of stormy blustering weather 
Doth yet in his fair welkin once appear ; 

Till sable Night, mother of Dread and Fear, 

Upon the world dim darkness dotli display. 

And in her vaulty prison stows the day. 

For then is Tarquln brought unto his bed, 

Intending * weariness with heavy spright ; 

For, after sup^r, long he questioneil 

With mwlest Lucrece, and wore out the night : 

Now leaden slumher witli life's strength dotli liglil ; 
And every one to rest himself betakes, 

Save thieves, and cares, and troubled minds, tiiat 
wakes. 

As one of wliich doth Tarquin lie revolving 
The sundry dangers of his will’s obtaining ; 

Yet ever to obtain his will resolving, 

Though weak-built hoi)es persuade him to abstainingj 
Despair to gain doth traffic oft for gaining ; 

And when great treasure is the meed pro}X)8’d, 
Though deatli be adjunct, there 's no death supixw'd. 

Those that much covet arc with gain so fond, 

That what they have not, tliat which they fiosscss 
They scatter and unloose it from their bund,® 

• /lUendmff-^pretemUng. Questioned— conversed. 

* Tlie mesaini;. though obscurely expres-wd, is thut the 
eovetouB are so fond of gaining what they have not, that they 
scatter and unloose from their bond (safe hold) that which they 
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And 80, by hoping more, tliey have but lets ; 

Or, gaining more, the pmfit of excess 
Is but to surfeit, and such griefs sustain, 

That they prove bankruj)t in this |)Oor-rich gain. 

The aim of all is but to nurse the life 
Witli honour, wealth, and ease, in waning age; 

And in this aim there is such thwarting strife, 

That one for all, or all for one we gage ; 

As life for honour in fell battles’ rage ; 

Honour for wealth ; and oft that wealth doth cost 
The death of all, and all togetlier lost. 

So that in vent’ring ill we leave to he 
The things w’e are, for that which we ex|)ect ; 

And this ambitious foul intirmity, 

In having much, torments us with defect 
Of that we have : so then we do neglect 

The tiling we have, and, all for want of wit. 

Make something nothing, hy augmenting it. 

Such hazard now must doting Tarquin make, 

Pawning his honour to obtain his lust; 

And for himself himself he must forsake : 

Then where is truth if there be no self- trust ? 

When shall he think to find a stranger just, 

When he himself himstdf confounds, betrays 
To slanderous tongues, and wretched hateful days ? 

Now stole upm the time the dead of night. 

When heavy sleeji had clos’d up mortal eyes ; 

No comfortable star did lend his light. 

No noise but owls’ and wolves’ death*boding cries; 
Now serves tlie season that they may surprise 
The silly lambs; ])ure thoughts are dead and 
still. 

While lust and murder wake to stain and kill. 
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And now this lustful lord leaped from his bed, 
Throwing his mantle rudely o’er his arm ; 

Is madly toss’d between desire and dread ; 

Th’ one sweetly flatters, th’ other feareth harm ; 

But honest Fear, bewitch’d with lust's foul chann, 

Doth too too oft betake him to retire, 

Beaten away by brain-sick rude Desire. 

His falchion on a (lint he softly smitelli, 

That from the cold stone sparks of lire do (ly, 

Whereat a waxen torch fortluvitli he lighti tli, 

Whicli must 1)0 lode-star to his lustful eye ; 

And to the flame thus sjieaks advisedly : 

“ As from this cold flint 1 enforc’il this (ire, 

So Lucrece must I force to my desire.’’ 

Here pale with fear he doth premetlitate 
The dangers of his loathsome enterprise, 

And in his inward mind he doth debate 
What following sorrow may on this arise ; 

Then looking scornful ly, lie doth desfiise 
His naked armour of stlll-slaughter'd lust, 

And justly thus controls his thoughts unjust *. 

** Fair torch, bum out thy light, and lend it not 
To darken her whose light excelleth thine ! 

And die unhallowM thoughts, Ijefore you hlot 
With your uncleanness that which is divine ! 

Offer pure incense to so pure a shrine : 

Let fair humanity abhor tlie deed 
IWt spots and stains love’s modest snow-white 
weed.* 

" O shame to knighthood and to shining arms ! 

O (foul dishonour to my household’s grave ! 

0 impioos act, including all foul harms ! 


/TwtJ— garment. 
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A martial man to he soft fancy’s slave;* 

True valour still a true resj)ect sliouUl have ; 

Tlieri my digression is so vile, so base, 

That it will live engraven in my face. 

“ Yea, tliough I die, the scandal will survive, 

And he an eyesore in my golden coat ; 

Some loatlisome dash the herald will contrive, 

To cipher me how fondly I did dote; 

That my jxisterify, sham'd with the note, 

Sliall curse my hones, and hold it for no sin 
To wish that 1 their father had not lieen. 

What win I if I gain the thing I seek ? 

A dream, a breath, a froth of fleeting joy : 

Who buys a minute's mirth to wail a week I 

Or sells eternity to get a toy I 

For one sweet gra[)e who will the vine destroy ? 

Or what forul lieggar, hut to toucli the crown, 
Would with the sceptre straight be strucken down! 

** If Collatinus dream of my intent 
Will he not wake, and in a desjierate rage 
Post hither, this vile purpose to prevent 
This siege that hath engirt his marriage, 

This blur to youth, this sonw to the sage, 

This dying virtue, this surviving shame, 

Whose crime will bear an ever-during blame t 

“ O what excuse can my invention make, 

When tliou shall charge me with so black a deed ? 
Will not my tongue be mule, niy frail joints shake! 
Mine eyes forego their light, my false heart bleed! 
The guilt being great the fear doth still exceed ; 

And extreme fear cjui neither fight nor fly, 

But, coward-like, with trembling terror die. 

• Fancy's slave — love’s slave. 

* Digression is here used ia the sense of Iraas^ejctan. 
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“ Had Collatinusi kill’d my son or sire, 

Or lain in ambush to betray my life, 

Or were he not my dear friend, tliis desire 
Might have excuse to work inxm his wife ; 

As in revenge or quittal of such strife : 

But as he is my kinsman, my dear friend, 
The shame and fault finds no excuse nor end. 

“ Shameful it is ; — ay, if tlie fact be known : 
Hateful it is ; — there is no hate in loving : 

I ’ll beg her love ; — but she is not her own ; 

The worst is but denial, and rejaoving : 

My will is strong, ])ast reason’s weak removing. 
Who fears a sentence or an old man’s saw 
Shall by a painted cloth be kept in awe.” 

Thus, graceless, hohls he disputation 
’Tween frozen conscience and hot-burning will, 
And with good thouglits makes dispensation, 
Urging the worser sense for vantage still ; 

Which in a moment doth confound and kill 
All pure eflects, and dotli so far y)roceed. 

That what is vile shows like a virtuous deed. 

Quoth he, She took me kindly by tlie haml. 
And gaz'd for tidings in my eager eyes, 

Fearing some Irard news from the warlike band 
Where her beloved Collatimis lies. 

O how her fear did make her colour rise ! 

First red as roses that on lawn we lay, 

Then white as lawn, the roses took away.'* 

** And how her hand, in my hand being lock’d. 
Forc'd it to tremble with her loyal fear ; 

Which struck her sad, and then it faster rock’d, 

• Took away — ^being bxken away. 

BXJF. YOU V 
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Uiilil her Imsliaiid's welfare she did hear; 

Whereat slie smiled with so sweet a cljeer, 

Tliat had Narcissun seeji lier as slie stootl, 

Se]f-l()V(! had in‘ver ilrownM hijn in the tlwd. 

Wliy lmn( I then for < olour or excuses? 

All oraf(»rs are dumh when heauty pleadeth ; 

Poor wi'et( hes lia\ e remorse i»j ]>oor abuses ; 

Lov(‘ ilirives not in the la'art (hat shadows drcadeth; 
AlTee.tioM is my cajitain, and he leadetli ; * 

And when his (jfaudy banner is rlisjilay’d, 

The coward li^'hts, and will not be dismay’ll. 

“ Then, childish fe.ir, avaunt ! debatinii', die! 

Kt 'sjiect " and riMson wait on wrinkled age ! 

My heart shall never countermand mine eye; 

Sad pause and d«*e|) regard heseem llie sage; 

My part is youth, and heats these from the stage: 
Desire my }tih)t is. beauty my }iri/.e; 

Then wlio fears sinking wliere sneh treasure lies?" 

As corn o'ergrown by weeds, so heedful fear 
Is almost cliok'd by unresisted lust. 

Away he steals with ojmui listening ear, 

Pull of foul liojH', and full of fond mistrust ; 

Both which, as servitors to the unjust, 

So cross him w ith their o]»posile jiersuasion, 

That now he vows a league, and now invasion. 

Within his thought her heavenly image sits, 

And in the selfsame seat sits Collatine : 

That eye which looks on her confounds his wits ; 

That eye which him beholds, as more divine, 

Unto a view bo false will not incline ; 

" Ra^fct — prude lice ,--iu the sense of the origloal Lftllo, 
looking agiiin. 
k -Sdst— grave. 
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But with a pure appeal seeks to tlie heart, 
Which once corrupted takes the worser j)art ; 

And therein heartens up liis servile powers, 

Who, flatter'd by their leader’s jocund show, 
Stufl’ up his lust, as luinutes till up hours ; 

And as tiieir captain, so their pride doth grow, 
Paying more slavisli tribute than they owe. 

By reprobate desire thus madly led, 

The Roman lord marcheth to Lucrece' l)ed. 

Tlie locks between her chamber and his will, 

Each one by him enforc'd, retires his ward; 

But as they ojten tiny all rate his ill, 

Which drives tlie creejiing tliiefto some regard; 
The threshold grates the door to have him heard ; 
Night-wamrring weasels shriek to see him there 
They friglit him, yet he still pursues his fear. 

As each unwilling |K)rtal yields him way, 
Through little vents and crannies of the })!ace 
Tlie wind wars with his torch, to make him stay, 
And blows the smoke of it into bis face, 
Extinguishing his conduct* in this case ; 

But his hot heart, wlilcli fond desire doth scorch 
Pufls forth another wind that tires the torch ; 

And being 11ghte<l, by the light he spies 
Lucretia's glove, wherein her needle sticks ; 

He takes it from the rushes where it lies. 

And griping it, the neeld^ his finger pricks : 

As who should say, this glove to wanton tricks 
Is not inur'd : return again in haste ; 

Thou seest our mistress’ ornaments are chaste. 


• Cmduct—<ovi<iacioT. 


•> AVe/J— needle. 
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But all lliese poor forhiddings could not Btay him ; 

He iu the worst sense construes tlieir denial : 

The doors, the wind, the glove that did delay him, 

He takes for accidental tliings of trial ; 

Or as those bars which stop the hourly dial, 

AVho with a lingering stay his course doth lt‘(,'» 

Till every minute pays the hour his debt. 

So, so,” quotli he, “ these lots altond tlie time, 

Like little frosts that sometime threat the spring, 

To adil a more rejoicing to the j)rime, 

And give the snea])ed birds more cause to sing. 

Pain pays the income of each ])reciou8 thing ; 

Huge rocks, high winds, strong pirates, sijclves and 
sands, 

The merchant fears, ere rich at liome he lands.” 

Now is be come unto the chaml>er door 
TiuU shuts him from the heaven of his thought, 

Which with a yielding latch, and with no more, 

Hath harr'd him from the blessed thing he sought. 

So from himself impiety hath wrought. 

That for liis prey to pray he doth l>egin. 

As if the heaven should countenance his sin. 

But in the midst of his unfruitful prayer, 

Having stdicited the eternal jx)wer. 

That his foul thoughts might comjiass liis fair fair, 

And they would stand auspicious to the hour, 

Even there he starts ; — quoth he, ‘‘ 1 must deflower j 
The jH)wers to wdiom I pray abhor this fact, 

How can tJiey then assist me iu the act ? 

** Then Love and Fortune l>e my gotls, my guide I 
My will is Imck’d with resolution : 

Thoughts are but dreams till their effects be tried, 

• X«t->ubstruci. >* Sneapcd~-<hecked, 
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The blackest sin is clear’d with absolution ; 

Ag'ainst love’s fire fears frost hath dissolution. 

Tlie eye of heaven is out, and misty niglit 
Covers tlie shame that follows sweet delight.’^ 

This said, his guilty hand pluck'd up the latch, 

And with his knee the d(K)r he o[K'ns wide : 

The dove sleejw fast that this night-owl will catch; 
Thus treason works ere traitors l»e esjiied. 

Who sees the lurking serjK'nt steps aside ; 

But she, sound sleeping, fearing no sucli thing. 

Lies at the mercy of his mortal sting. 

Into the chamlwr wickedly he stalks,* 

And gazeth on her yet unstained bed. 

The curtains being close, about he walks. 

Rolling his greedy eyeballs in his head ; 

By their higli treason is his lieart mislcMl ; 

Which gives the watchworil to his Ijand fidl soon, 
To draw the cloud that hides the silver tnenm. 

Look, as the fair and fiery-jK)intt*<l sun. 

Rushing fnjrri fortii a cloud, l»ereuvc8 our sight; 

Even so, the curtain drawn, his eyes begun 
To wink, Uniig blinded with a greater light : 

Whether it is that she reflects so bright. 

That dazzleth them, or else some shame supposed ; 
But blind tl»ey are, and keep tlieinselves enclosed. 

O, had they in that darksome j)ri8on died, 

Then liad they seen the |)eriod of their ill! 

Tlien Collatinc again by Lucrece’ side 
In his clear bed might have reposes! still : 

But they must oi)e, this blessed league to kill ; 

* Stnih. To stalk iitemlly means, to go warily or lo^ly, U 
is the Augl^^Suson sUxican — -pedetmtim ire, 'rhe fowler wlu) 
Steeps uiK>n the birds stalks, and hii* stalking Uor»,i derives its 
"■•"e from the character of the fowler’s raovemeut. 
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And holj-tliouf![liti*d Lucrece to their sight 
Must sell her joy, her life, her world’s delight 

Her lily hand lier rosy cheek lies under, 

Cozening the pillow of a lawful kiss ; 

Who therefore angry, seems to part in sunder, 
Swelling on either side to want his bliss; 

Between whose hills her head entoml)eti is : 

W'here, like a virtuous monument, she lies, 

To he admir’d of lewd unliallow’d eyes. 

Without the bt‘d her other fair hand was. 

On the grwn coverlet ; whose perfect white 
ShowM like an Ajiril daisy on llie grass, 

Witli pearly sweat, resembling dew of night. 

Her eyes, like marigolds, had sheath’d their light, 
And canopied in darkness sweetly lay, 

Till they might ojwn to adorn the day. 

Her hair, like golden threads, play’d with her breath 
O modest waiitons ! wanton mo<lesty ! 

Showing life's triumph in the map of death, 

And deatii’s dim looK in life’s mortality : 

Each ill her sleep themselves so lieautify, 

As if between them tw'ain there were no strife, 

But that life liv’d in death, and death in life. 

Her breasts, like ivory globes circled with blue, 

A jMiir of maiden worlds unciniquered, 

Save of their lord no bearing yoke they knew, 

And him by oath tliey truly honoured. 

These worlds in Tarquin new ambition bred : 

Who, like a foul usurper, went about 
From lids fair throne Ut heave the owner out. 

What could lie see but mightily he noted I 
What did he note but strongly he desir’d f 
What he beheld on that he finnly doted. 
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And in his will his wilful eye lie tir’d." 

With more than admiration lie admir’d 
Her azure veins, lier alabaster skin, 

Her coral lips, her snow-white dimpled chin. 

As the grim Hon fawneth o'er his jirey, 

Shai*j) hunger liy tlie conquest satistied, 

So o’er this sleeping soul <lulh Tarqnin stay, 

His rage of lust by gazing (pudilied ; 

Slack’d, not suppressM ; for standing by her side, 

His eye, which late tliis mutiny restrains, 

Unto a greater uproar tempts his veins : 

And they, like straggling fdaves for pillage tight ing, 
Obdurate vassals, fell exploits ellectiiig, 

In bloody death and ravisiimeiit delighting, 

Nor children’s fears, nor mothers’ groans n^specting, 
Swell in their pride, the onset still expecting : 

Anon his heating heart, alarum striking, 

Gives the hot charge, and bids them do their liking. 

His drumming heart cheers up his burning eye, 

His eye commends the leading to his hand; 

His hand, as proud of such a (iignity, 

Smoking with pride, march’d on to make his stand 
On her bare breast, the heart of all Ih't land ; 

Whose ranks of blue veins, xs his hand did scale, 
Left their round turrets destitute and jiale. 

Tlicy, mustering to the quiet cabinet 
Where their ilear goveniess and lady lies, 

Do tell her slie is dreadfully beset. 

And fright her with confusion of their cries : 

She, much amaz’d, breaks ope her lock’d-up eyes, 
Who, jieeping forth this tumult to behold, 

Are by his flaming torch dimin'd and controll’d. 

• 71rr*<^~Hiatiated, glutted— aa a falcon tires on hi* prey. 
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Imagine lier as one in dead of nigiit 

From forth dull sleep by dreadful fancy waking, 

That thinks she hath l>eheld some ghastly sjjrite, 
Whose grim asjKJct seta every joint a shaking ; 

What terror ’t is ! but she, in vvorser taking. 

From sleep disfrirlwyl, heedfully doth view 
The sight which makes supposed terror true. 

Wrapp’d and confounded in a thousand fears, 
liike U) a new-kill’d bird she trembling lies ; 

She dares not look ; yet, winking, there appears 
Quick-sliifting antics, ugly in her eyes: 

Such shadows are the weak brain’s forgeries ; 

Who, angry that the eyes liy from their lights, 

In darkness daunts them with more dreadful sights. 

His hand, that yet remains ujxm her breast, 

(Rude ram, to batter such an ivory wall I) 

May feel her lieart, |Mjor citizen, distress’d. 

Wounding itself to death, rise up and fall, 
lJe:iting her l)ulk,a tliat his liatid shakes withal. 

This moves in him more rage, and b^ser pity. 

To make the breach, and enter this sweet city. 

First, like a trumpet, doth bis tongue begin 
To sound a |»arley to bis heartless foe, 

Who o’er the white sheet jieers her whiter chin, 

Tlie reason of tliis msh alarm to know, 

WHiich he hy duml) demeanour se^ks to show ; 

But she with veliement jirayers urgeth still 
Under what colour lie commits this ill. 

Thus he replies : ‘‘ The colour in thy face 
(That even fur anger makes the lily ])ale, 

And the red rose blush at her own disgrace) 


wBfuiA— the body, the whole nuuH. 
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Shall plead for me, and tell rny loving tale : 

Under that colour am 1 come to scale 

Thy never-conquer’d fort ; the fault is thine, 

For those thine eyes betray thee unto mine. 

“ Thus I forestall thee, if thou mean to chide : 

Thy beauty hath ensnar’d tliee to this night, 

Where thou with imtience must my will abide, 

My will that marks thee for my earth’s deliglit, 
Which I to conquer sought with all rny might; 

But 08 re|)roof and reason beat it dead. 

By thy bright heauty was it newly bred. 

** I see what crosses my attempt will bring ; 

1 know what thorns the growing rose defends ; 

I tliink the honey guarded with a sting : 

All this, beforehand, counsel coniprehenils : 

But will is deaf, and hears no heedful friends ; 

Only he hath an eye to gaze on Iwanty, 

And dotes on what he looks, 'gainst law or duty. 

I liave debated, even in my soul, 

What wrong, wiiat shame, what sorrow I shall breed ; 
Btit nothing can Afl'ect ion’s course control, 

Or stop the headlong fury of his 8|K‘ed. 

1 know rejwntant tears ensue the dee<l, 

Ileproach, disdain, and deadly enmity ; 

Yet strive I to embrace mine infamy.” 

Ti.is said, he siiakes aloft his lioman Idade, 

W^hich, like a falcon towering in the skies, 
Coucheth* the fowl below witli his wing’s siiade, 
Whose crooked beak threats if he mount lie dies : 

So under his insulting falchion lies 

Harmless Lucretia, marking what he tells 
W’^ith trembling fear, as fowl hear falcon’s bells. 


• CettcAitA'—causcs to couch. 
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Liicrece,” (|uotli he, *Mhi« night I must enjoy thee: 
If thou deny, fiien force must work rny way, 

For in thy bed I purjK>Rf; to destroy lliee; 

That done, some wortldess slave of thine I ’ll slay, 
To kill tliine honour with thy life's <lecay ; 

And in tljy dead arnis do I mean to place him, 
Swearing 1 slew iiim, seeing thee embrace him. 

So thy surviving husband shall remain 
Tiie Htrornful mark of every open eye ; 

Tliy kinsmen hang their heads at this disdain, 

Thy issut* blurr’d with nameless bastardy : 

And tboii, the antlior of their (ddoquy, 

Sluill. have thy tresjKiss cited up in rhymes, 

And sung by cbildren in succeeding times. 

** But if thou yield I rest thy secret friend : 

The fatdt unknown is as a thought unacted ; 

A little harm, titme t(» a great good end, 

For lawful ]K>licy remains enacted. 

Tiie ywisonous sinqde sometimes is com) (acted 
In a pure c()m]K)und ; being so apjdied 
His venom in etlect is pur i tied. 

“ Then for thy Imsband and thy children’s sake, 
Tender* my suit : beq^ueath not to their lot 
The sliame that from them no device can take, 

The blemish that will never be forgot; 
w orse than a slavish wijve, or birtli-hour's blot 
For marks descried in men’s nativity 
Are nature's faults, not their own infamy.” 

Here with a cockatrice’ dead-killing eye 
He roiiseth up himself, and makt»s a jmuse; 

While she, the picture of pure piety, 

* Tender — hmb regard, 
b Birth-how's blot — coTjwrRl blemish. 
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Like a white hind under the grype’s® sharp claws, 
Pleads in a wilderness, where are no laws, 

To the rough beast that knows no gentle riglit, 

Nor aught obeys but his foul a|)petite : 

But when a black-fac’d cloud the world doth threat, 

In his dim mist the iispiring iiiouiitaiiis hiding, 

From earth's dark womb some gentle gust doth get, 
Which blows these pitchy vapours from their biding, 
Hindering their present fall by this dividing; 

So his uiihal low’d liaste her words delays. 

And moody Pluto winks while Orpheus plays. 

Yet, foul night-waking cat, he dotli but dally, 

While in his holdfast foot the weak mouse punleth; 

Her sad beliavioiir feeds his vulture folly, 

A swallowing gulf that even in plenty wanteth : 

His ear her prayers admits, but his heart grantcth 
No penetrable entrance to her plaining : 

Tears harden lust, though inarl)le wear with raining. 

Her pity-pleading eyes are sarlly fix'd 
In the remorseless wrinkles of his face ; 

Her modest eloquence with sigljs is mix’d, 

Which to her oratory adds more grace. 

She puts the peri(xi often from Ijis place, 

And ’midst the sentence so her accent breaks, 

That twice she doth begin ere once she 8i>caka. 

She conjures him by high almighty Jove, 

By knighthood, gentry, and sweet frieiulship's oath, 

By her untimely tears, her liusband's love, 

By holy human law, and common troth, 

By heaven and earth, and all the jjower of both, 

• Slcevens says the grype is properly the grithn. Hut in th« 
{MUisage before iis as in the early English writers, the word is 
appli«d to birds of prey, — the eagle especially. 



90 THE RAl’E OF LUCRECE. 

Tlial lo his Ixjrrow'd bed he make retire, 

And stoop to honour, not to foul desire. 

Quoth she, “ Rewanl not hospitality 

VVith sncli tdark payment as thou iiast ])reten(k*d : 

Mud not the fountain that gave drink to thee ; 

Mar not the tiling tliat cannot lie amended ; 

Knd thy ill aim, before thy slioot be ended : 

He is no W(x>timaii that doth bend his bow 
To strike a poor unseasonable doe. 

My husband is tliy friend, for bis sake spare me ; 
Thyself art mighty, for thine own sake leave me^ 
Myself a weakling, do not then ensnare me ; 

Tliou look’st not like deceit; do not deceive me : 

My sighs, like whirlwinds, labour hence to heave 
thee. 

If ever man were mov*d witli woman’s moans, 
lk‘ moved with rny tears, my sighs, my groans ; 

** All which together, like a troubled ocean, 

Beat at thy rocky and wreck-threatening heart ; 

To soften it with their continual motion ; 

For stones dissolv'd to water do convert. 

O, if no harder than a stone thou art, 

Melt at my tears, and Im* comjiassionate ! 

Soft jiity enters at an iron gate. 

** In Tarquins likeness I did entertain tliee ; 

Hast thou i)ut on his shajie to do him shame ? 

To all the hast of heaven I comjdain me, 

Thou wrong’s! his honour, wound’st his princely name. 
Thou art not what thou seem’st ; and if the same 
Tliou seem'st not wliat thou ait, a god, a king; 

For kings like gods should govern everything. 


Pr-ermrfed— proposed. 
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** How will lliy shame be seedetl in thine age, 

When thus thy vices bud before thy spring ! 

If in thy hope thou dar’st do such outrage, 

What dar’st. thou not when once tlu)u art a king ! 

O be remember’d, no outrageous tiling 
From vassal actors can be wij/d away ; 

Then kings’ misdeeds cannot be hid in clay. 

This deed will make thee only lov’d fur fear, 

But hajijiy monarehs still are fear’il for love : 

With foul on'emiers thou perforce must liear, 

W’heu they in thee the like olTences prove ; 

If but for fear of this thy will remove; 

For princes are the glass, the school, the book. 
Where subjects’ eyes do learn, do read, do look. 

“ And wilt thou be tlie school where Lust shall learn ? 
Mast he in thee read lectures of such bhaine 
\Vilt thou be glass, wherein it shall discern 
Authority for sin, warrant fur blame, 

To privilege dishonour in thy name Y 

Thou back’st reproach dgaingt long-lived laud, 

And mak'st fair reputation but a bawd. 

“ Hast thou command? by him that gave it tlice, 
From a |iure heart command thy rebel will : 

Draw not tby sword to guard iifupiity, 

For it was lent tliee all that hnxjd to kill. 

Tby princely office how canat thou fulfil. 

When, jmttern'd by tby fault, foul Sin may say, 

He learn’d to sin, and thou didst teach tlie way 'i 

“ Think but how vile a s])ectacle it were 
To view thy present tresiiass in another. 

Men’s faults do sehiom to themselves apjx'ar ; 

Their own transgressions jiartially they smother : 

This guilt would seem death-wortliy in thy brother. 
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O how are they wrappM in with infamies, 

That from their own misdeeds askaunce their eyes 

‘‘ To thee, to thee, my lieav’d-up hands a})|)€al, 

Not to seiluciii;^ lust, tliy rasli relier; 

I sue for exil’d majesty’s repeal 

Let liim return, and natteriiij? tliou^lds retire : 

His true respect will ’p***®*^ false desire. 

Ami wipe tl)e dim mist from tliy doting eyne, 
Tliat thou shall sec thy state, and pity mine.” 

II ave done,” quoth he ; “ my uncontrolled title 
Turns not, hut swells the higlier liy this let. 

Sjuall liglits are soon blown otit, huge fires abide, 
And with the wind in greater fury fret: 

The i)efly s( reams that pay a daily debt 

To their salt sovereign, witli their fresh falls’ haste, 
Add to his flow, but alter not his taste.” 

Thou art,” quoth she, “ a sea, a sovereign king ; 
And lo, there fills into thy boundless flood 
Black lust, dishonour, shame, misgoverning, 

Who seek to stain the ocean of thy blood. 

If nil these petty ills shall change tliy good, 

Thy sea within a puddle’s womb is liers'd, 

Ami not the puddle in thy sea dispers’d. 

‘‘ So shall tliese slaves l)e king, and thou tlieir slave} 
Thou nobly base, they liasely dignitied ; 

Tliou their fair life, and they thy fouler grave ; 

Tliou loathed in their shame, they in thy jiride: 

Tlie lesser thing should not the greater hide ; 

The cedar sloojw not to the base shrub’s foot, 

But low shrubs wither at Uie cedar's root. 

l&'pea/— recall ; from the French rappeler* 
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** So let tliy thoughts, low vassals to thy state ” — 

“ No more,” quoth he, “ by lieaven, I will not hear thee ; 
Yield to niy love; if nut, enforced hate, 

Instead of love's coy toucli, shall rudely tear thee ; 
That done, despiteful ly I mean to hear thee 
Unto the base Itcd of some niscal gnK)m, 

To be tljy i)artncr in this shameful doom.” 

This said, he sets his foot upon the liglit, 

For light and lust are deadly enemies : 

Siiame folded up in blind concealing niglit, 

When most unseen, then most doth tyranni/e. 

The w'olf hath seiz’d his prey, ilje poor landi cries 
Till with l»er own white ileece her voice coiitridl'd 
Entombs her outcry in her lips' sweet fold : 

For witli the rnghtly linen that glie wears 
He ]>en9 her piteous clamours in her beat! ; 

Cooling his hot face, in the chastest tears 
Tliat ever modest eyes witli sorrow shed. 

O, that prone “ lust siiould stain so }>ure a hed ! 

The spots whereof could weejiing ptirify, 

Her tears should drop on them perpetually. 

But she hath lost a dearer thing than life, 

And he hath won what he would lose again. 

This forced league doth force a further strife, 

This momentary joy breeds montlis of jiain, 

This hot desire converts to cold disdain : 

Pure Chastity is rifled of her store. 

And Lust, the thief, far poorer than before. 

Look, as tlie flill-fed hound or gorged hawk, 

Unapt for tender smell or spmly flight, 

Make slow pursuit, or altogether balk 

s iVone—haTing inclination or propensity, and so self- 
vUled, headstrong. 
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The prey wherein hy nature they deliglit; 

Bo 8\irreit-ittkinjif Tarquin fares this niglit ; 

His taste delicious, in digestion souring, 

Devours his will that liv'd by foul devouring, 

0 deeper sin than bottomless conceit 
Can coinpreliend in still imagination ! 

Drunken desire must vomit Ins receipt, 
l^re he can see his (wn abomination. 

While lust is in his ])ride no exclamation 
Can curb his heat, or rein his rash desin*, 

Till, like a jade, self-will himself doth tire. 

Aud then with lank and lean discolour'd cheek, 

With heavy eye, knit brow, and strengthless j)ace, 
Feeble tlesire, all recreant, jKK>r, and nuvk, 

Like to a bruikrupt l>eggar wails his case : 

The Hesh being proud, desire doth light with gracc^ 

For there it revels; and when that' decays, 

The guilty rel>el for remission pmys. 

So fares it with this faultful lord of Rome, 

Who this accomplishment so hotly chas’d ; 

For now against liimself he sriunds this doom, 

Thai through the length of times he stands dis- 
grac'd ; 

Besides, his soul's fair temple is defac'd ; 

To whose weak ruins muster troojis of cares, 

To ask tlie spotted princess how slic fares. 

She says, her subjects with foul insuiTection 
Have batter’d down her consecrateil wall, 

And by their mortal fault brought in subjection 
Her immortality, and make her thrall 
To living death, and |)ain perpetual : 

Which in her prescience she controlled still. 

But her foresight could not forestall their will. 
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Even in thu thought through the dark night he gtealeth, 
A captive victor that hath lost in gain ; 

Bearing away the wound that nothing healeth, 

The scar that will, despite of cm*e, remain, 

Leaving his s}X)il {)erplex’d in greater jmin. 

She bears tlie load of lust he left behind, 

And he the burthen of a guilty mind. 

He like a thievish dog creeps sadly thence; 

She like a wearied lamb lies panting there; 

He scowls, aiul hates himself for his otlence ; 

She, de8|)erate, with her nails her Ilesh doth tear; 

He faintly tlies, sweating with guilty fear; 

She stays exclaiming on the direful night; 

He ruiis, and chides his vanish’d, loath'd delight. 

He thence departs a heavy convertite ; 

She there remains a ho])eles8 castaway : 

He in his speeil looks for the moming light ; 

She prays slie never may behold the day ; 

“ For day,” quoth she, “ night's scapes doth open lay ; 
And my true eyes have never practis'd how 
To cloak ott'ences with a cunning brow. 

“ Tliey think not but that every eye can see 
The same disgrace which they themselves behold; 

And therefore would they still in darkness be, 

To liave their unseen sin remain untold ; 

For they their guilt with weeping will unfold. 

And grave, like water, that doth eat in steel. 

Upon my cheeks what helpless shame 1 feel.” 

Here she exclaims against repose and rest. 

And bids her eyes hereafter still be blind. 

She wakes her heart by heating on her breast, 

Ajod bids it leap from thence, where it may 
Borne purer ch^t, to close so pure a mind. 


■up. TOL. 


O 
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Frantic with grief thui breathes she forUi her spite 
Against the unseen secrecy of night : 

** O comfort-killing night, image of hell ! 

Dim register and notary of shame ! 

Black stage for tragedies and murders fell ! 

Vast sin-concealing chaos ! nurse of blame ! 

Blind muffled bawd ! dark harbour for defame ! 
Grim cave of death, whispering conspirator, 

Witii close-tongued treason and the ravisher! 

“ O hateful, vaporwis, and foggy night, 

Since thou art guilty of my cureless crime, 

Muster thy mists to meet the eastern light, 

Make war against proportion’d course of time ! 

Or if thou wilt j^ermit tlie sun to climb 
II is wonted height, yet ere he go to l)ed, 

Knit jKiisouous clouds about his golden head. 

“ With rotten damps ravish the morning air ; 

Let their exhal’d unwholesome breaths make sick 
The life of purity, the supreme fair, 

Ere he arrive his w«iry noontide prick ;■ 

An«i let thy misty va|)Our8 march so tlnck, 

That in their smoky ranks his smotlier’d light 
May set at noon, and make ]>er{)elual night. 

. “ Were Tarquiti night, (as he is but night’s child,) 
The silver-shining queen he would distain ; 

Her twinkling handmaids too, by him deffPd, 
Through night's black bosom should not peep again 
So should I have copartners in my pain : 

And fellowship in woe dotli woe assuage. 

As palmers’ chat makes sliort their pilgrimage. 


Noomniie pncit— the point of noon. 
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“ Where * ** now I have no one to blush with me, 

To cross their arms, and han^ their iieads with mine, 

To mask tlieir i)ro\vs, and hide their infamy ; 

But I alone alone must sit and pine, 

Seasoning the earth with showers of silver brine, 
Mingling my talk with tears, my grief with groans, 
Poor wasting monuments of lasting moans. 

* O night, thou furnace of foid-r<‘eking smoke, 

Let not the jealous day behold that face 
Which underneath thy black all-hiding cloak 
Immodestly lies martyr'd with disgrace! 

Keep still possession of thy gloomy place, 

That all the faults which in tliy reign are made 
May likewise he sepulchred in tiiy shade ! 

** Make me not object to the tell-tale day ! 

The light will show, character'd® in my brow, 

The story of sweet chastity’s decay, 

The impious breach of holy wedlock vow : 

Yea, the illiterate, t!iat know not how 
To ’cipher what is writ in learned l)ooks, 

Will quote‘s my loathsome trespass in my looks. 

** Tlie nurse, to still her child, will tell my story, 

And fright l^r crying babe with Tarquin’s name*, 

The orator, to deck his oratory, 

Will couple my rej>roach to Tarquin’s sliame : 
Feast-6nding minstrels, tuning my defame, 

* Where — whereas. 

b Sepulchred. Milton uses the word with the same accent, 
in bis lines on Shaksiwrc 

** And BO sepulchred in such pomp does lie, 

Tliat kings for such a tomb would wish to die.*' 

® Chardcter'd. Here again is an accentuation difTerent from 
the present, but which is common to all Shakspere’s contempo 
mies. 

d Quote— obserre. 
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Will tie the bearers to attend each line, 

How Tarquin wronged me, I Collatine. 

** Let my good name, that senseless reputation, 

For Collatine 8 dear love be kept unspotted : 

If that be made a theme for disputation, 

The branches of another root are rotted, 

And undeserv’d reproach to him allotted, 

That is as clear from this attaint of mine, 

As I, ere this, was pure to Collatine. 

“ O unseen shame ! invisible disgracle ! 

O unfelt sore ! crest-wounding, private scar ! 

Reproach is stamp’d in Collatinus’ face, 

And Tarquin’s eye may read the mot ‘ afilr, 

How be in jieace is wounded, not in war. 

Alas, how many bear such shameful blows, 

Which not tliemselves but he that gives them knows ! 

“ If, Collatine, thine honour lay in me, 

From me by strong assault it is bereft. 

My honey lost, and I, a drone-like bee, 

Have no i^ierfection of my summer left, 

But robb’d and ransack’d by injurious theft : 

In thy weak hive a wandering wasp hajh crept, 

And suck’d the honey which thy chaste bee kept 

** Yet am I guilty of thy honours wrack, — 

Yet for thy honour did I entertain him ; 

Coming from thet>, 1 cx>uld not put him back, 

For it had been dishonour to disdain him : 

Besides of weariness he did complain him, 

And talk’d of virtue ; — O, unlock’d for evil, 

When virtue is profan’d in such a devil 2 


• motto. 
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“ Why mould the worm intrude the maiden bud I 
Or hateful cuckooe hatch in sparrows’ nests ? 

Or toads infect fair founts with venom mud? 

Or tyrant folly lurk in g^entle bi-easts? • 

Or kings he breakers of tlieir own behests ? 

But no perfection is so al)S{)lute, 

That some impurity doth not jxdlute. 

••The aged man tliat coffers up his gold 
Is plagued with cramjwi, and gouts, and painful fits, 
And scarce hath eyes bis treasure to behold, 

But like still-pining Tantalus he sits, 

And useless barns the harvest of his wits ; 

Having no other jdeasure of his gain 
But torment that it cannot cure his pain. 

** So then he hath it, when he cannot use it, 

And leaves it to he master’d by his young, 

Who in their pride do presently abuse it : 

Their father was too weak, and they too strong, 

To hold their cursed -blessed fortune long. 

The sweets we wish for turn to loathed sours, 

Even in the moment that we call them ours. 

** Unruly blasts wait on the tender spring ; 
Unwholesome weeds take root with precious (lowers jf 
The adder hisses where the sweet hii^s sing : 

What virtue breeds iniquity devours : 

We have no good that we can say is ours. 

But ill-annexed Op|)ortunity 
Or kills his life, or else his quality. 

“ O Opportunity ! tliy guilt is great : 

*T is ttiou that execut’st the traitor's treason ; 

Thou sett’st the wolf where be the lamb may get ; 

* Fe% is here used in the sense of wiekedn<‘ss ; end gmUe in 
tihat of well-bora. 
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Whoever plots the sin, thou point'st the season ; 

*T is thou that spum'st at right, at law, at reason ; 

And in thy shady cell, where none may spy him, 
Sits Sin, to seize the souls that wander by him. 

“ Thou mak'st the vestal violate her oath ; 

Thou blow’st the fire when temperance is thaw'd ; 

Thou smother’st honesty, thou murther'st troth ; 

Thou foul abetter! thou notorious bawd ; 

Thou jdantest scandal, and dispiacest laud : 

Thou ravisher, thou traitor, thou false thief. 

Thy honey turns to gall, thy joy to grief! 

** Thy secret pleasure turns to 0 })en shame, 

Tliy private feasting to a public fast ; 

Thy smoothing * titles to a ragged ^ name ; 

Thy sugar'd tongue to bitter wormwood taste : 

Tliy violent vanities can never last. 

How comes it then, vile Opportunity, 

Being so bad, such numbers seek for thee ? 

“ When wilt thou l)e the humble 8up})liant‘8 friend, 
And bring him where his suit may l)e obuin’d 1 
When wilt thou sort® an hour great strifes to end f 
Or free that soul which wretch^ness hath chain'd? 
Give physic to the sick, ease to the pain'd ? 

The poor, lame, blind, halt, creep, cry out for thee; 
But they ne’er meet with Opportunity. 

“ The patient dies while the physician sleeps; 

The orphan pines while the oppressor feeds, 

Justice is feasting while the widow weem; 

Ailvice is sporting while infection breeds ; ** 

Thou granrst no time for cliaritable deeds : 

^ Ragged is here used m the sense of oontempiible. 

« 9tm — assign, appropriate. 

d Adffiee is here used in the sense of government. manieiiNd 
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Wrath, envy, treason, rape, and murder’s rages, 

Thy heinous hours wait on them as their pages. 

“ When truth and virtue have to do with tliee 
A thousand crosses keep them from tiiy aid ; 

They buy thy help : but Sin ne'er gives a fee, 

He gratis comes ; and thou art well appay’d • 

As well to hear as grant what he hath said. 

My Collatine would else have come to me 
When Tarquin did, but he was stay’d by thee. 

** Guilty thou art of murder and of theft ; 

Guilty of perjury and subornation ; 

Guilty of treason, forgery, and shift ; 

Guilty of incest, that aliomination : 

An accessary by thine inclination 

To all sins })ast, and all that are to come. 

From the creation to the general doom. 

“ Mis-shapen Time, copesmate of ugly night, 

Swift subtle jjost, carrier of grisly care, 

Eater of youth, false slave to false delight, 

Bose watch of woes, sin’s pack-horse, virtue’s snare ; 
Thou nursest all, and murthcrest all tliat are. 

O hear me then, injurious, shifting Time! 

Be guilty of my death, since of my crime. 

** Why hath thy servant. Opportunity, 

Betray’d tlie hours thou gav’st me to repose ? 

Canceird my fortunes, and enchained me 
To endless date of never-ending woes I 
Time's office is to fine ^ the liate of foes ; 

or civil ; and the line too correctly describe* the carelessness of 
ttiose in high places, who abated not their feasting and thc^ 
revelry while pestilence was doing its terrible work around 
ttiem. 

• A^ay’d-^satUfled, pleased. 

^ To^luh^to bring to an end. 
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To eat up errors by opinion bred, 

Not spend the dowry of a lawful l>ed. 

“ Time’s glory is to calm contending kings, 

To unmask falsehood, and bring truth to light. 

To stamp the seal of time in aged things, 

To wake the morn, and sentinel the night, 

To wrong the wronger till he render right; 

To ruinate proud buildings with thy hours, 

And smear with dust tlieir glittering golden towers: 

“ To till with worm-holes stately monuments, 

To feed ol)]ivion with decay of things, 

To blot old books, and alter tlieir contents, 

To j)luck the quills from ancient ravens' wings, 

To dry the old oak's sap, and cherish sjirings;* 

To spoil antiquities of hammer'd 8t<*el, 

And turn the giddy round of Fortune’s wheel ; 

** To show the beldame daughters of her daugliter, 

To make the child a man, the man a child, 

To slay the tiger that dotla live by slaugiiter, 

To tame tlie unicorn and lion wild, 

To mock the subtle, in themselves beguil'd ; 

To cheer the ploughman with increaseful crops. 

And waste huge stones with little water-drojis. 

« Why work’st thou mischief in thy pilgrimage, 

Unless thou couldst return to make amends t 
One poor retiring minute in an age 
Would purchase thee a thousand thousand friends, 
Uending him wit tliat to bad debtors lends 

O, tliii dread night, woiildst thou one hour come back, 
1 could prevent this storm, and shun thy wrack 1 

• Sprinpi — slioots'—saplitiiri. 

^ Mtirwg is here used in the sense of eoning back again. 
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** Thou ceaseless lackey to eternity, 

With some mischance cross Tarquin in his flight : 
Devise extremes beyond extremity, 

To make him curse this cursed crimeful night : 

Let ghastly shadows his lewd eyes aflright ; 

And tlie dire thought of his committed evil 
Shape every bush a hideous shapeless devil. 

" Distiurb his hours of rest with restless trances, 
Afflict him in his bed with bedrid groans ; 

Let there bechance him ])itiful mischances, 

To make him moan, but pity not his moans ; 

Stone him with harden’d hearts, harder than stones ; 
And let mild women to him lose tlieir mildness, 
Wilder to him than tigers in their wildness. 

Let him have time to tear his curled hair, 

Let him have time against himself to rave, 

Iiet him have time of Time's help to de8])air, 

Let him have time to live a loathed slave, 

Let him have time a beggar’s orts to crave ; 

And time to see one that by alms doth live 
Disdain to him disdained scrajjs to give. 

“ Let him have time to see his friends his foes, 

And merry fools to mock at him resort ; 

Let him have time to mark how slow time goes 
In time of sorrow, and how sv/ift and sliort 
His time of folly and his time of sport : 

And ever let his unrecalling* crime 
Have time to wail tlie abusing of his time. 

“ O Time, thou tutor both to good and bad, 

Teach me to curse him that thou tauglrt’st this ill ! 
At his own dbadow let tlie thief run mad ! 


* UnrecaUmg^i(A to be recalled. 
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Himself himself seek every hour to kill ! 

Such wretched hands such wretched blood should 
spill : 

For who so base would such an office have 
As slanderous death's-man to so base a slave? 

“ The baser is lie, coming from a king, 

To shame liis hoj)e with deeds degenerate. 

The mightier man, tlie mightier is the thing 
That makes him honour’d, or begets him hate; 

For greatest scandal waits on greatest state. 

The moon being clouded presently is miss’d, 

But little stars may hide them when they list. 

Tlie crow may bathe his coal-black wings in mire, 
And unj)erceiv’d Hy witli the filth away ; 

But if tiie like the snow-white swan desire, 

The stain upon his silver down will stay. 

Poor grooms are sightless night, kings glorious day. 
Gnats are unnoted wheresoe’er they fly, 

But eagles gaz’d uiiori with every eye. 

Out, idle words, servants to shallow fools ! 
Unprofitable sounds, weak arbitrators ! 

Busy your8elvt*s in skill-contending schools, 

Debate where leisure serves with dull debaters ; 

To trembling clients lie you mediators : 

For me, I force* not argument a straw, 

Since tliat my case is past the help of law. 

“ In vain I rail at Opjwrtunity, 

At time, at Tarquin, and uncheerful night i 
In vain 1 cavil with my infamy. 

In vain 1 spurn at my confirm’d despite : 

This helpless smoke of words doth me no right 

* Font is here used ia the eease of vsliie or regarcU 
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The remedy indeed to do me good, 

Is to let forth my foul, defiled blood. 

“ Poor hand, why quiver'st thou at this decree f 
Honour thyself to rid me of this shame ; 

For if I die my honour lives in thee, 

But if 1 live Uiou liv’st in my defame : 

Since thou couldst not ilefend thy loyal dame, 

And wast afear d to scratch her wicked foe, 

Kill both thyself and her for yielding so.” 

This said, from her betumbled couch she startetli, 

To find some desperate instrument of death : 

But this no-slaughter-house no tool imparteth, 

To make more vent for passage of her breath. 

Which thronging tlirough her lips so vanisheth 
As smoke from v^iltna, that in air consumes, 

Or that which from discharged cannon fumes. 

** In vain,” quoth she, “ I live and seek in vain 
Some ha])py mean to end a hapless life. 

1 fear’d by Tarquin's falchion to be slain, 

Yet for the selfsame pur|)ose seek a knife : 

But whip 1 fear’d 1 was a loyal wife; 

So am I now : — O no, that cannot be ; 

Of that true type hath Tarquiu rifled me. 

“ 0 ! that is gone for which I sought to Jive, 

And therefore now I need not fear to die. 

To clear this spot by death, at least I give 
A badge of fame to slander’s livery ;* 

A dying life to living infamy ; 

Poor helpless help, die treasure stolen away, 

To bum the guiltless casket where it lay ! 

s An allusion to the badges which servants or retainers of 
ftanllifis of rank wore on their liveries. 
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“ Well, well, dear Collatine, thou shall not know 
The stained taste of violated troth ; 

1 will not wrong tliy true affection so 
To flatter thee with an infringed oath ; 

This bastard grafl’ shall never come to growtn : 

He shall not boast who did thy stock pollute 
That thou art doting father of his fruit. 

“ Nor shall he smile at thee in secret thought, 

Nor laugh with his companions at thy stale; 

But thou shah know thy interest was not l)ought 
Basely with gold, hut stolen from forth thy gate. 

For me, I am the mistress of my fate, 

And with my trespass never will dispense, 

Till life to death acquit my forc'd offence. 

“ I will not poison thee with my attaint, 

Nor fold my fault iu cleanly-coin’d excuses; 

My sable ground of sin 1 will not paint, 

To hide the truth oi^ this false night's abuses : 

My tongue shall utter all : mine eyes like sluices, 

As from a mount ain-sjaing that feeds a dale, 

Shall gusii pure streams to purge my impure tale.” 

♦ 

By this, lamenting Philomel had ended 
The well-tun’d warble of her nightly sorrow, 

And solemn night with slow-sad gait descended 
To ugly hell ; wlien lo, the blusliing niorrow 
Lends light to all fair eyes that light will borrow ; 

But cloudy Lucrece shames herself to see, 

And therefore still in iiiglit would cloister'd bew 

Revealing day through every cranny spies, 

And seems to |x)int her out where she sits weeping ; 

To whom she sobbing 8|)eaks : “ O eye of eyes, 

Why priest thou through my window If leave tliy peeping 
Mo<^ with thy tickling beams eyes that are tleepu^: 
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Brand not my forehead with thy piercing light, 
For day hath nought to do what ’s done by night” 

Thus cavils she with everything she sees : 

True grief is fond * and testy as a child, 

Who wayward once, liis mood with nought agrees. 
Old woes, not infant sorrows, hear them mild ; 
Continuance tames the one ; the other wild, 

Like an unpractis’d swimmer plunging still 
With too much labour drowns for want of skill. 


So she, deep-drenched in a sea of care, 

Holds disputation with each thing she views, 

And to herself all sorrow doth comimre ; 

No object but lier |)as8ion’s strength renews ; 

And as one shifts, another straight en8iu?8 : 

Sometime her grief is dumb, and hath no words ; 
Sometime ’t is mad, and too much talk affords. 


The little birds that tune their morning’s joy 
Make her moans mad with flieir sweet melt^y. 
For mirth doth search the bottom of aimoy ; 
Sad souls are slain in merry company ; 

Grief belt is pleas’d with grief’s society : 

True sorrow then is feelingly suffic’d 
When with like semblance it is sympathis’d. 


*T is double death to drown in ken of shore; 

He ten times janes that pines beholding food ; 

To see the salve doth make the wound ache more; 
Great grief grieves most at that would do it good ; 
Deep woes roll forward like a gentle flood, 

Who, being stopp'd, the bounding banks o’erflows i 
Grief dallied with nor law nor limit knows. 


■ Foxtf—lboliiiii. 



108 


THE RAPE OF LUCRECE. 


•* You mocking birds, ^ quoth she, “ your tunes en 
tomb 

Within your hollo w-g welling feather'd breasts, 

And in my hearing he you mute and dumb ! 

(My restless discord loves no stops nor rests ; 

A woeful hostess brooks not merry guests :) 

Relish your nimble notes to pleasing ears; 

Distress likes dumps » when time is kej)t with tean. 

“ Come, Philomel, that sing’st of ravisliment, 

Make thy sad grove in my dishevel I'd Imir. 

As the ilank eartli weeps at thy languishment, 

So I at each sad strain will strain a tear, 

And with d(*ep groans the diapason bear : 

For Inirthen-wise 1 'll hum on Tarquin still, 

While tliou on Tereus descant'ot better skills 

“ And whiles against a thorn thou l>ear st thy part, 

To keep thy sliarp woes waking, wretched I, 

To imitate thee well, against my heart 
Will tix a sharp kiiiie, to affright mine eye; 

W'ho, if it wink, shall thereon fall and die. 

These means, as frets u[K>n an instrument, 

Shall tune our heartstrings to true languishment 

“ An<l for, poor bird, thou sing'st not in the day, 

As shaming any eye shoidd tliee behold, 

Borne dark deep desert, seatetl from tlie way, 

That knows nor ;mrching heat nor iVeeiing cold, 

We will find out ; and tiiere we will untold 
To creatures stern sad tunes, to ciiange their kinds : 
Since men prove beasts let beasts Irear gentle 
minds.’* 

l>Mmps-“mela«choty nirs, 

Bettvr skiM. Wv mu»t prol^abty here understand iwtA better 

tkiU. 
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As the poor flighted deer, that stands at gaze, 

Wildly determining which way to fly, 

Or one encompass’d with a winding maze, 

That cannot tread the way out readily ; 

So with herself is she in mutiny, 

To live or die which of the twain were better, 

When life is sham’d, and Death reproach’s debtor. 

“ To kill myself,” quoth she, ‘‘ alack ! what were it, 
But with my body my poor soul’s pollution? 

They that lose half with greater ].atience bear it 
Than they whose whole is swallow’d in confusion. 

That mother tries a merciless conclusion 
Who, having two sweet babes, when deatli takes one, 
Will slay the other, and be nurse to i»one. 

“ My body or my soul, which was the dearer? 

When the one pure, the other made divine. 

Whose love of either to myself was nearer? 

When both were kei)t for heaven and Collatine. 

Ah me I tlie bark jwel’d from tiie lofty pine, 

His leaves will wither, and Ins sup decay ; 

So must my soul, her bark being peel'd away. 

** Her house is sack’d, her quiet interrupted, 

Her mansion batter’d by the enemy ; 

Her sacred temple sjwtted, spoil’d, corrupted. 

Grossly engirt with daring infamy : 

Then let it not be call’d impiety 

If in this blemish’d fort 1 make some bole 
Through which I may convey this troubled soul. 

" Yet die I will not till my Collatine 
Have heard^the cause of my untimely death ; 

That he may vow, in that sad hour of mine, 

Bevenge on him that made me stop my breath. 

My ftuned blood to Tarquin I ’ll bequeath, 
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Which by him tainted shall for him be speat. 
And os his due writ in my testament. 

My honour I ’ll heqiieath unto the knife 
That wounds my Ijotly so dishonoured. 

'T is honour to deprive dishonour'd life ; 

The one will live, the other being dead : 

So of shame’s ashes shall my fame be bred ; 

For in my death I murther shameful scorn : 

My shame so dead, mine honour is new-born, 

“ Dear lord of that dear jewel I have lost. 

What legacy shall 1 befjueath to thee i 
My resolution, Love, shall be thy boast. 

By whose example thou reveng'd inayst l>e. 

How Tarquin must be used, read it in me : 
Myself, tliy friend, will kill myself, thy foe, 
And, for my sake, serve thou false Tarquin so. 

‘‘ Tliis brief abridgment of my will I make : 

My soul and body to the skies and ground ; 

Mj' resolution, husband, do thou take ; 

Mine honour be the knife's that makes my wound; 
My shame be his that did my fame confound ; 
And all my fame that lives disbursed be 
To those that live, and think no shame of me. 

Thou, Collatine, shalt oversee this will ; * 

How was 1 overseen that thou shalt see it ! 

My blood shall wash the slander of mine ill ; 

My life’s foul deetl my life's fair end shall free it 
Faint not faint licart, but stoutly say, * so be it.’ 
Yield to my hand ; my hand shadl conquer thee 
Thou dead, both die, and both sludl victors be.” 

Tlie executor of a will wu lometimes called’ the < 
but our ancestors often appointed overseers as well M 
cutors. 



THE RAPE OF LUCRECE. 


Ill 


Tbii plot of death when sadly she had laid. 

And wip’d the brinish pearl from her bright eyes, 

With untun’d tongue she hoarsely call’d her maid, 
Whose swift obedience to her mistress hies ; 

For fleet-wing’d duty with thought's feathers flies. 

Poor Lucrece’ cheeks unto lier maid seem so 
As winter meads when sun doth melt their snow. 

Her mistress she doth give demure good-morrow, 

With soft-slow tongue, true mark of modesty, 

And sorts a sad look to her lady’s sorrow, 

(For why ? her face wore sorrow’s livery,) 

But durst not ask of her audaciously 
Why her two suns were cloud-eclipsed so, 

Nor why her fair cheeks over-wash a with woe. 

But as the earth doth weep, the sun being set, 

Each flower moisten’d like a melting eye ; 

Even so the maid with swelling dro})8 ’gan wet 
Her circled eyne, enforc’d by sympathy 
Of those fair suns, set in her mistress’ sky, 

Who in a salt-wav’d ocean quench their light. 
Which makes the maid weep like the dewy night. 

A pretty while these pretty creatures stand, 

Like ivory conduits coral cisterns filling : 

One justly weeps ; the other takes in hand 
No cause, but company, of her droi>s spilling : 

Their gentle sex to weep are often willing ; 

Grieving themselves to guess at others’ smarts, 

And then they drown their eyes, or break their hearts. 

For men have marble, women waxen minds, 

And dierefore are they form’d as marble will ; • 

The weak oppress'd, the impression of strange kinds 

* Marhis here stands for men, whose minds hare jost been 
eompared to marble. 

SUP. TOL. H 
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Is form’d in them by force, by fraud, or skill : 

Then call them not the authors of their ill. 

No more than wax sliall be accounted evil, 

Wherein is stamp’d the semblance of a devil. 

Their smoothness, like a gtKKlly champaign plain. 

Lays open all tiie little worms that creep; 

In men, as in a rough-grown grove, remain 
Cave-keeping evils tliat obscurely sleep: 

Through crystal walls each little mote will peep : 
Though men con cover crimes with Ixdd stern looks, 
Poor women’s faces are their own faults’ books. 

No man inveigh against the wither’d flower. 

But chide rough winter that the flower hath kill’d I 
Not that devour’d, hut that which dotli devoiu: 

Is worthy blame. O, let it not Ikj hi Id * 

Poor women’s faults that they are so fiilfill’d b 
With men’s abuses! those proud lords, (o blame, 
Make weak-made women tenants to ilieir shame. 

The precedent whereof in Lucrece view. 

Assail’d by night with circumstances strong 
Of present death, and shame that might ensue 
By that her death, to do her husband wrong : 

Such danger to resistance did belong, 

Tliat dying fear through all her Ixxly spread; 

And who cannot abuse a body dead ? 

By this, mild patience bid fair Lucrece speak 
To tlie poor counterfeit® of her complaining ; 

“ My girl,” quoth she, “ on what occasion break 
Those tears from thee, that down thy cheeks are raining f 
If tliou dost weep for grief of my sustaining, 

“ Ht'M— held. Such a change for the sake of rhyase it tre* 
quent in $^uaer. 

k JPaZ/f/rd— oomnletely filled. 

« CkmKterfeit’-~% likeuem or copy 
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Know, gentle wench, it small avails my mood : 

If tears could help mine own would do me good. 

** But tell me, girl, when went ” — (and there she stay’d 
Till after a deep groan) “ Tarqnin from lienee 
Madam, ere I was up,” replied tlie maid, 

The more to blame my sluggard negligence : 

Yet with tlie hiult I thus far can rlispense ; 

Myself was stirring ere the break of day. 

And, ere 1 rose, was Tarquin gone away. 

But, lady, if your maid may be so Imhl, 

She would request to know your heaviness.” 

“ O peace ! ” quoth Lucrece ; “ if it siiould be told, 

The repetition cannot make it less ; 

For more it is tliun 1 can well express ; 

And that deep torture may lie callM a hell, 

When more is felt than one hath jxiwer to tell. 

“ Go, get me hither papier, ink, and j)en — 

Yet save that labour, for I have them here. 

What should I say ‘i — One of iny husband’s men 
Bid thou be reatly, by and by, to bear 
A letter to my lord, ray love, my dear ; 

Bid him with sped prepare to carry it : 

Tire cause craves haste, and it will s(X)n lie writ.’’ 

Her maid is gone, and she prepares to write, 

First hovering o’er the jiajier with her quill : 

Conceit and grief an eager combat fight ; 

What wit sets down is blotted straight with will ; 

This is too curious-good, this blunt and ill : 

Much like a press of peofile at a door, 

Throng her inventions, which sliall lie liefore. 

At last she tlius begins : — “ Thou worthy lord 
Of that unworthy wife that greeteth thee, 

Health to thy person I next vouchusafe to afford 
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nf ever, love, thy Lucrece thou wilt see) 

^me present speed to come and visit me : 

So 1 commend me from our house in grief ; 

My woes are tedious, though my words are brief.” 

Here folds she up tlie tenor of her woe. 

Her certain sorrow writ uncertainly. 

By this short schedule Collatine may know 
Her grief, but not lier grief’s true quality; 

She dares not thereof make discovery. 

Lest he should hold it her own gross abuse, 

Ere she with blood had stain’d her stain'd excuse. 

Besides, the life and feeling of her passion 
She hoards, to spend when he is by to hear her ; 

When sighs, and groans, and tears may grace the fashion 
Of her disgrace, the better so to clear her 
From that suspicion which the world might bear her. 
To shun this blot, slie would not blot the letter 
With words, till action might become them better. 

To see sad sights moves more than bear them told ; 

For tlien the eye interprets to the ear 
The heavy motion that it doth behold,* 

When every part a part of woe doth bear. 

•T is but a part of sorrow tliat we hear : 

Deep sounds make lesser noise than shallow fords, 
And sorrow ebbs, being blown with wind of wordi. 

Her letter now is seal'd, and on it writ, 

At Ardea to my lord with more tlian baste : * 

The post attends, and she delivers it, 

Charging the sour-fac'd groom to hie as fast 
As lagging fowls before ^e northern blast 

Sp^ more tlian s{.>eed but dull and slow she deama; 
S^tremity still urgeth such extremes. 


* i#t4kA~-damb iliow. 



THE RAPE OP LUCRECE. 


115 


The homely villein court'sies to her low ; 

And blushing on her, with a steadfast eye 
Receives the scroll, without or yea or no, 

And forth with basliAil innocence doth hie. 

But they whose guilt within their bosoms lie 
Imagine every eye bchohls their blame ; 

For Lucrece thought he blush’d to see her shame ; 

When, silly groom ! God wot, it was defect 
Of spirit, life, and bold audacity. 

Such harmless creatures have a true respect 
To talk in deeds, while others saucily 
Promise more speed, but do it leisurely : 

Even so, this pattern of the worn-out age 
Pawn'd honest looks, but laid no words to gage. 

HU kindled duty kindled her mistrust. 

That two red fires in both their faces bias’d ; 

She thought he blush’d, as knowing TarquinU lust, 
And, blushing with him, wUtly on him gaz'd ; 

Her earnest eye did make him more amaz'd : 

The more she saw the blo(Kl his cheeks replenish, 
The more she thought he spied iu her some blemish. 

But long she thinks till he return again, 

And yet the duteous vassal scarce is gone. 

The weary time she cannot entertain, 

For now ’t is stale to sigh, to weep, and groan ; 

So woe hath wearied woe, moan tired moan, 

That she her plaints a little while doth stay, 
Pausing for means to mouni some newer way. 

At last she calls to mind where hangs a piece 
Of skilful painting, made for Priam's Troy ; 

Before the which is drawn* the power of Greece, 


* JDraum— drawn out into the field. 
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For Helen’s rape the city to destroy, 

Threat'ning cloud-kissing llion with annoy ; 
Which tiie conceittMi* j>ainter drew so proud, 

As heaven (it seein’d) to kiss Uie turrets bow'd. 

A thousand lamentable oiyects tliere, 

In scorn of Nature, Art gave lifeless life : 

Many u dry drop seem'd a weeping tear, 

Sijed for the sluugliter’d husband by the wife : 

The red blood reek'd to show the painter's strife; 
And dying eyes gleam'd forth their asliy lights, 
Like dying coals burnt out in ted'mus nights. 

There migld you see the lalxauing pioneer 
Begrim'd witli sweat, and smeami all with dust; 
And from tlie towers (d'Troy tiiere W(*uld appciir 
Tilt* very eyes of men tiuough loopholes thrust. 
Gazing upon the Greeks with little lust : 

Such sweet observance in (bis work was had, 
That one might see those far-otl eyes look sad. 

In great coninuuiders grace and majesty 
You might behold, triumjthing in tiieir faces; 

In youth, quick bearing and dexterity ; 

And here and there the jiainter interlaces 
Bale cowards, marching on with trembling paces; 
Which heartless {teasantx did so well resemble, 
That one would swear he saw them quake 
tremble. 

In Ajax and Ulysses, O what art 
Of physiognomy might one behold ! 

The face of eillier 'cipher'd either s heart; 

Their face their manners nu«t expressly told: 

In Ajax* eyes blunt rage and rigour roll'd; 


CwicMVed— ingeniouft, imaginative. 
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But the mild glance that sly Ulysses lent 
ShowM deep regard and smiling government. 

There pleading might you see grave Nestor stand. 

As 't were encouraging the Greeks to fight ; 

Making sucli sober action with his liand 
That it lieguird attention, charm’d tlie sight: 

In 8]j€ech, it se(*in d, his l)eard all silver white 
Wagg d up and down, and from his lips did fly 
Thin winding breath, which purl'd up to the sky. 

About him were a ])res8 of gaping faces, 

Which seem’d to swallow up his sound advice ; 

All jointly listening, but with several graces. 

As if some rnermaicl did their ears entice ; 

Some high, some low, the painter was so nice : 

Tl»e scalps of marvy, almost hid Indund, 

To jump up higher seem'd to mock the mind. 

Here one man’s hand lean'd on another’s bead, 

His nose l>eing shadow’d by his neightKmr's ear ; 

Here one l>eing throng’d bears back, all boll n * and red | 
Another smother'd sev’ms to}ieU> and swear; 

And in their rage such signs of rage they liear, 

As, but for loss of Nestor’s golden words, 

It seem'd they would debate with angry swordf. 

For much imaginary work was there ; 

Conceit deceitful, so compact, so kind,* 

That for Achilles’ image stood his spear, 

Grip’d in an armed hand ; himself, behind. 

Was left unseen, save to tl»e eye of mind : 

A hand, a foot, a face, a leg, a bead, 

Stood for the whole to be imagined. 

• BsAVn — swollen, 

^ Pdi ^io Uf cliimorous, discharge hasty words as pellets, 
c jE'tnd— aatural. 
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And i^om the walls of strong-besieged Troy, 

When tl»eir brave ho{)e, t>old Hector, march’d to field. 
Stood many Trojan mothers, sharing joy 
To see tlieir youtlifiil sons bright wea|x>ns wield ; 

And to their hoj)e they such odd action yield. 

That tlirough (heir light joy seemed to ap})eaT 
(Like bright things stain'd) a kind of lieavy fear. 

And, from the strond of Dardan where they fought. 

To Simois' reedy banks, the red blood ran, 

Whose waves to imitate the battle sought 
Witli swelling ridges; and their ranks began 
To break ujxm the gulled shore, and than® 

Retire again, till meeting greater ranks 

They join, arid shout tlieir foam at Simois’ banks. 

To tills well-jiainted piece is Lucrece come. 

To find a face wliere all distress is stel’d. 

Many she sees where cares have carved some, 

But none where all distress and dolour dwell’d, 

Till she desjmiring Hecuba beheld, 

Staring on Priam's wounds witli her old eyes, 

Which bleeding under Pyrrhus’ proud foot lies. 

In her tlie painter had anatomiz'd 

Time’s ruin, beauty’s wrack, and grim care's reign ; 

Her cheeks with chaps and wrinkles were disguis’d ; 

Of what ilie was uo semblance did remain : 

Her blue-blood chang'd to black, in every vein, 

® TAoii used for thtn, 

SiePd. A passage in the twenty-fourth Sonnet may ex 
plain the lines in the teat : — 

Mine eye hath play'd the painter, and hath tUtFd 
Tliy beauty’s form in table of my heart." 

It appears to us that the word is coiraecied hi Sfaakspere’s 
mind with the word rrde, the pencil by which forms are traced 
and copied. 
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Wanting the ipring that those shrunk pipes had fed. 
Showed life imprison’d in a body dead. 

On this sad shadow Lucrecc sjpends her eyes, 

And shapes her sorrow to the beldanK? s woes, 

Who noming wants to answer her but cries, ' 

And bitter words to ban her cruel foes : 

The painter was no (iod to lend her those; 

And therefore Lucrece swears lie did her wrong, 

To give her so much grief, and not a tongue. 

“ Poor instrument,” quoth she, “ without a sound, 

1 ’ll tune thy woes with my lamenting tongue : 

And drop sweet balm in Priam’s painted wound, 

And rail on Pyrrhus that hath done him wrong, 

And with my tears quench Tmy that bunjs so longj 
And with my knife scratch out the angry eyes 
Of all the Greeks that are thine enemies. 

“ Show me the stnimpet that began this stir. 

That with my nails her beauty I may tear. 

Thy heat of lust, fond Paris, did incur 
This load of wrath that buniing Troy dotli bear; 

Thy eye kindled the tire that bumeth here : 

And here in Troy, for trespass of thine eye. 

The sire, the son, the dame, and daughter, die. 

« Why should the jirivate pleasure of some one 
Become the public plague of many mo 
Let fin, alone committed, light alone 
Upon his head that hath transgressed so. 

Let guiltless souls be freed from guilty woe : 

For one’s offence why should so many fall, 

To plague a private sin in general t 


• Mo-’tOfOre, 
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“ Lo, here wee|)« Hecuba, here Priam die®, 

Here manly Hector faints, here Troilus swoundf 
Here friend by friend in bloody channel lies, 

And friend to friend gives unadvised^ wounds, 

And (»ne man s lust these many lives confounds :® 

Had doting l*riam check’d his son's desire, 

Tn>y had l>een bright with fame, and nut witli fire.” 

Hero, feelingly she wee])8 Troy’s painted woes : 

For sorrow, like a heavy-hanging Udl, 

Once set on ringirjg, wdh his own weight goes ; 

Then little strengllt rings out the iloleful knell : 

So Lucrece set a-\vork sad tales doth tell 

To jaMic.il 1(1 itensivcness and colour'd sorrow ; 

She letuls tliern words, and she Uieir looks doth 
liorrow. 

She throws her eyes about the painting, round, 

And whom she finds forlorn she doth lament: 

At hist she sees a wretched image bound, 

That piteous looks to Phrygian shepherds lent; 

His face, thougli full of cart's, yet show’d content: 
Onwaid to Troy with the blunt swains he gireg, 

So mild tliat Patience seenrd to scorn his woet. 

Ill him the painter labour’d witli his skill 
To hide deceit, and give the harmless show 
An humble gait, calm hxiks, eyes wailing still, 

A bmw unU'nt, that seem'd to welcome woe ; 

Cheeks neitiier red nor |.)ale, but mingled so 
That blushing red no guilty instance gave^ 

Nor ashy jMile the fear that false he&rts have. 

• Sw(nmds—^9toons. It is probal)le that the word wn lo 
ttsiially prouoimciNi. lu Drayton swound rhymes to wottod* 

^ Vmdvised— u uk no w iug. 

® Qm/vmds is here used m tire sense of destroys. 
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But, like a constant and confirmed devil, 

He entertain’d a show so seeming just, 

And therein so ensconc’d his secret evil, 

Tliat jealousy itself could not mistrust 
False-creeuing craft and perjury sliould thnist 
into St) bright a day such lilack-fac/d storms, 

Or bh)t with hell-lHira sin such saint-like forms. 

The well-skiird workman this mild image drew 
For perjur'd Sinon, whose enchanting story 
The cr^ulons old Priam after slew ; 

Whose wonls, like wild-lire, burnt the shining glory 
Of rich-built llion, that the skies were sorry, 

And little stars shot fn)m their fixed jilaces. 

When tlieir glass fell wherein they view'd tlieir faces. 

This pictjire she advi8e<ily‘ fH*ru»'d, 

And chid the painter f{»r his wondrous skill ; 

Saying, some shajx^ in Sinon’s was al)ii8'd, 

So fair a fonn lodg’d not a mind so ill ; 

And still on liim slit* gaz’d, ami gazing still, 

Such signs of truth in his plain face slie spl«l, 

That she concludes the ))icture was belied. 

“ It cannot l>e,” quoth she, “that so much guile"— 
(She would have said) “ can lurk in such a look 
But Tarquin’s shajie came in her mind the while, 

And from her tongue “ can lurk” from “ cannot” ttM)k 
“ It cannot l)€,’’ she in that sense forsook, 

And turn'd It thus : “ It cannot Ije, I find, 

But such a face should becu* a wicked mind : 

“ For even as subtle Sinon here is jiainted. 

So sober-sad, so weary, and so mild, 

(A* if with grief or travail be liod fainted,) 


Advised!;/ ~ aitenti v ely . 
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To me came Tarquin armed ; bo beguil’d • 

With outward honesty, but yet defil’d 

With inward vice : as Priam him did cherisO) 

So did I Tarquin ; so my Troy did perish. 

^ Look, look, liow listening Priam wets his eyei, 

To see those borrow’d tears that Sinon sheds. 

Priam, why art thou old, and yet not wisef 
For every tear he falls ^ a Trojan bleeds ; 

His eye drops lire, no water thence proceeds : 

Those round clear i^earls of his that move thy pity 
Are balls of quenchless fire to bum thy city. 

® Such devils steal effects from lightless hell; 

For Sinon in liis lire doth quake with cold, 

And in that cold hot-burning fire doth dwell; 

These contraries such unity do hold 
Only to flatter fools, and make them bold : 

So Priam's trust false Sinon's tears doth flatter. 

That he finds means to bum his Troy with watw*** 

Here, all enrag'd, such passion her assails. 

That patience is quite beaten from her breast. 

She tears the senseless Sinon with her nails, 

Comparing him to that unhappy guest 
Whose deed hath made herself lierself detest : 

At last she smilingly with this gives o’er ; 

“ Fool ! Fool !” quoth she, “ bis wounds will not be 
sore.” 

Thus ebbs and flows the current of her sorrow, 

And Time doth weary time with her complaining. 

She looks for night, and then she longs for monow> 

And both slie thinks too long with her remaining : 
Short time seems long in sorrow’s sharp sustaining. 

^ So beguil'd — masked with fraud. • Fai2f— lets IhU* 
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Though woe be heavy yet it seldom sleeps ; 

And they that watch see time how slow it creeps. 

Which all this time hath overslipp’d her thought, 

That sne with painted images hath spent : 

Being from the feeling of her own grief brought 
By deep surmise of others’ detriment ; 

Losing her woes in shows of discontent. 

It easeth some, though none it ever cur’d, 

To think tlieir dolour others have endur'd. 

But now the mindful messenger, come back, 

Brings home his lord and other company ; 

Who finds his Lucrec^ clad in mourning black ; 

And round about her tear-distained eye 
Blue circles stream’d, like rainbows in the sky. 

These water-galls ® in her dim element 
Foretell new storms to those already spent. 

Which when her sad-beholding husband saw, 

Amazedly in her sad face he stares ; 

Her eyes, though sod in tears, look’d red and raw, 

Her lively colour kill'd with deadly cares. 

He hath no power to ask her how she fares, 

But stood, like old acquaintance in a trance. 

Met far from home, wondering each other’s chance. 

At last he takes her by the bloodless hand, 

And thus begins : What uncouth ill event 
Hath thee befallen, that thou dost trembling stand 
Sweet love, what spite hath thy fair colour spent ¥ 

Why art thou thus attir’d in discontent I 
Unmask, dear, dear, this moody heaviness. 

And tell thy grief, that we may give redress.’’ 

• Woter-galla. Steevens says the word is cnrrent among 
iStm shepherds on Salisbury Plain. 
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Three times with sighs she gives her sorrow fire 
Ere once she can discliarge one wortl of woe ; 

At length aiidressM « to answer his desire, 

She modestly prejMires to let them know 
Her honour is ta'en prisoner by the foe ; 

While Collidine and his consorted lords 
With sud ultention long to hear lier words 

And now firis pale swan in lier watery nest 
Begins the sad dirg«* of her certain ending ; 

‘‘ Few words,’] quoth she, “ shall (it the trespass best, 
Where no excuse cun give the fault arneii<ling ; 

111 rne more woes than words are now depending; 
And my laments wtmid he drawn out too long, 

To tell them all with one |K>ur tired tongue. 

“ Then be this all the task it hath to say : — 

Dear husband, in tlie interest of thy bed 
A stnuige.r came, and on (bat pillow lay 
Where thou wast wont to rest thy weary head; 

And wliat wrong else may lie imagined 
By foul enlbrcernent might be lione to me, 

From that, alas ! thy Lucrece is not free. 

“ For ill the dreadful dead of dark midnight, 

With shining falchion in my chamber came 
A creeping creature, with a flaming light. 

And softly cried, Awake, thou Roman dame, 

And entertain my love; else lasting shame 
On tliee and tliiue this iiiglit 1 will inflict, 

If thou my love’s desire do coniradicL 

" Fof some hard-favonr’d groom of thine, qtioth 
Unless thou yoke thy liking to my will, 

1 'll murder straight, and tlien 1 11 slaughter thee, 


Jlddress'd — prepared. 
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And swear I found you wliere you did fulfd 
The loathsome act of lust, and so did kill 
The lechers in their deed : this act will be 
My fame, and thy peq)etual infamy. 

“ With this 1 did l)egin to start and cry, 

And then against my heiirt he set iris sword, 
Swearing unless 1 took all jmtienlly 
1 should not live to siK'ak another word *. 

So sliould my siiame still rest U}M)n record, 

And never be forgot in mighty Rome 

The adulterate death of Lucrece and her groom. 

“ Mine enemy was strong, my poor self weak. 

And far the weaker with so strong a feiir : 

My bloody judge forbatle my toiigue to speak ; 

No rightful plea might plead for justice there ; 

His scarlet lust came evidence tu swear 
That my jjfwr l)eauty had purloin’d his eyes, 

Aud when the judge is robb’d, the prisoner dies. 

“ O teach me bow to make mine own excuse ! 

Or, at the least, this refuge let me find ; 

Though my gross blo(Kl Ite stain'd witli this abuse, 
Immaculate and spotless is my mind ; 

That was not forc’d ; that never was inclin'd 
To accessary yieldings, but still pure 
Doth in her poison’d closet yet endure.” 

Lo here, the helpless merchant of this loss, 

With head declin’d, and voice damm’d up with woe 
Witli sad-set eyes, and wretched anns across, 

From lips new-waxen |)ale logins to blow 
The grief away that stoj» his answer so : 

But wretched as he is he strives in vain ; 

What he breathes out his breath drinks up again. 
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Ai through an arch the violent roaring tide 
Outrun* the eye that doth behold his luute ; 

Yet in the eddy boundeth in his pride 
Back to the strait that forc’d liim on so fast ; 

In rage sent out, recall'd in rage, l)eing jiast : 

Even so he sighs, his sorrows make a saw, 

To push grief on, and back tlie same grief draw* 

Which speechless woe of his poor she attendetli, 

And his untimely frenzy thus awaketli ; 

Dear lord, thy sorrow to my sorrow lendeth 
Anotlier power ; no flood by raining slaketb. 

My woe Uk) sensible thy passion maketh 
More feeling-painful : let it then sufHce 
To drown one woe, one pair of weeping eyes. 

“ And for my sake, when I might charm thee so, 

For she that was thy Lucrece, — now attend me ; 

Be suddenly revenged on my foe, 

Thine, mine, his own ; suupose thou dost defend me 
From what is past : the help that thou shalt lend me 
Comes all too late, yet let the traitor die ; 

For sparing justice feeds iniquity. 

But ere I name him, you, fair lords,*’ quoth she, 
(Speaking to those that came with Collatine) 

“ Shall plight your honouralde faitlis to me, 

With swift pursuit to venge this wrong of mine; 

For ’t is a meritorious fair design 
To chase injustice with revengeful arms ; 

Knights, by tlieir oaths, should right poor ladies* 
harms.” 

At tliis request, with noble disposition 
Each present lord began to promise aic^ 

As boi^d in knightlu)od to her impoiitioD» 
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Longing to hear tlie hateful foe bewray’d. 

But the, that yet her sad task hath not said, 

The protestation stops. “ O speak,” quoth ihe^ 

“ How may tins forced stain be wip’d from me f 

** What is the quality of mine offence, 

Being constrain'd with dreadful circumstance I 
May my pure mind with tlie foul act dispense, 

My low-declined iionour to advance I 
May any terms acquit me from this chance f 
The poison’d fountain clea» itself again j 
And why not 1 from tills compelled stain f” 

Widi this, they all at once began to say, 

Her body’s stain her mind untainted clears ; 

While with a joyless smile she turns away 
The face, that map which deep impression bears 
Of liard misfortune, carv’d in it with tears. 

“ No, no,” quoth siie, “ no dame, hereafter living, 

By my excuse shall claim excuse’s giving.” 

Here with a sigh, as if her heart would break, 

She throws forth Tarquin’s name: “He, he,” she says, 
But more than “ he ” her poor tongue could not 
tjieak; 

Till after many accents and delays, 

Untimely breathings, sick and short assays, 

She utt«8 this ; “ He, he, fair lords, ’t is he. 

That guides this hand to give this wound to me.” 

Even here she sheathed in her harmless breast 
A harmful knife, that thence her soul unsheath’d : 

That blow did bml it from the deep uaxest 
Of that polluted prison where it breath’d : 

Her contrite tigbs unto the clouds bequeath’d 
Her winged spiit^ and through her wounds doth fly 
lift’s lasting date from canc^’d destiny. 

•07. TOL. 1 
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Stone-still, astonish’d with this deadly deed, 

Stood Collatine and all his lordly crew; 

Till Lucreoe’ father, that beliolds her bleed, 

Himself on her self-slaughtsr’d body threw; 

And from the purjde fountain Brutus drew 
The murderous knife, and as it left the place. 

Her blood, in poor revenge, held it in chase ; 

And bubbling from her breast, it doth divide 
In two slow rivers, that the crimson blood 
Circles her lx)dy in on every side, 

Who like a late-sack’d island vastly* stood 
Bare and unpeopled, in this fearful flood. 

Some of her blood still pure and red remain’d. 

And some look’d black, and that false Tarquin stain’d. 

About the mourning and cong^led face 
Of that black blood a watery rigol ^ goes, 

Which seems to weep upon the tainted place : 

And ever since, as pitying Lucreoe’ woes, 

Corrupted blood some watery token shows ; 

And blood untainted still doth red abides 
Blushing at that which is so putrefied. 

Daughter, dear daughter,” old Lucretius cries, 

“ That life was mine which thou hast here depriv’d. 

If in the child the father's image lies, 

Where shall 1 live now Lucrece is unliv’d I 
Thou wait not to this end from me deriv’d. 

If children predecease progenitors, 

We are their ofispring, and they none of emit. 

** Poor broken glass, I oftai did behold 
In ^y sweet semblanoe my old age new boni ; 

But now that &ir fiesh mirror, dim and old, 


FaWf^ike a waste. 


» wirrie. 
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Shows me a barebon'd death by time outworn ; 
from thy cheeks my image thou hast toru ! 

And shiver’d all the beauty of my glass, 

That I no more can see what ouce ^ was. 

O time, cease thou thy course, and last no longer, 
If they surcease to be that siioiild survive. 

Shall rotten death make conquest of the stronger, 
And leave the faltering feeble souls alive If 
The old bees die, the young possess their hive ; 

Then live, sweet Lucrece, live again, and sec 
Thy fattier die, and not tliy father thee !” 

By this starts Collatine as from a dream, 

AikI bids Lucretius give his sorrow place; 

And then in key-cold* Lucrece’ bleeding stream 
He falls, and bathes the pale fear in his face, 

And counterfeits to die with her a space ; 

Till manly shame bids him |K)S8ess his breath, 

And live, to be revenged on her death. 

The deep vexation of his inward soul 
Hath serv’d a dumb arrest upon his tongue ; 

Who, mad that sorrow should his use control, 

Or keep him from heart-easing words so long, 

B^ns to talk ; but through his lips do throng 
Weak words, so thick come, in his poor heart’s aid. 
That no man could distinguish what he said. 

Yet sometime Tarquin was pronounced plain, 

But through his teeth, as if the name he tora. 

This windy tempest, till it blow up rain, 

Held back his sorrow^s tide, to make it more | 

At last it rains, and busy winds give o’er : 

• Ki«y>eoU. So in * Richard III./ Act I. scene 2 >— 

Poor ktjf-cM flgare of a holy king." 
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TJien 8on and father weep with equal itrife, 

Who ihould weej) most for daughter or for wife. 

The one doth call her his, the other his, 

Yet neither may possess the claim they lay. 

The father says, “ She *8 mine.” “ O, mine she ii|** 
Replies her hugl)and : “ do not take away 
My sorrow’s interest i let no mourner say 
He weens for her, for she was only mine. 

And only must be wail’d by Collatine.” 

** O,” quoth Lucretius, ** I did give that life 
Which she too early and too late* hath spill’d.” 

“ Woe, woe,” quoth Collatine, “ she was my wife, 

I ow’d her, and 't is mine that she hath kill’d.” 

** My daughter” and “ my wife” with clamours fill’d 
The dispers’d air, who, holding Lucrece’ life, 
Answer’d their cries, daughter” and **my 

wife.” 

Brutus, who pluck’d the knife from Lucrece’ sid^ 
Seeing such emulation in tlieir woe, 

Began to clothe his wit in state and pride, 

Burying in Lucrece’ wound his folly’s show. 

He with the Romans was esteemed so 
As silly jeering idiots are with kings. 

For sportive words, and uttering foolish things. 

But now he tlirows that shallow habit by, 

Wherein deep policy did him disguise ; 

And arm’d his long-hid wits advisedly, 

To check the tears in Collatinus* eyes. 

•• Thou wronged lord of Rome,” quoth he, arise; 

Let my unsounded self, suppos'd a fool. 

Now set thy long-experienc’d wit to school. 


* Too lats---4oo rwently. 
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M THiy, Collatine, is woe the cure for woe ? 

Do wounds help wounds, or grief help grievous deeds f 
Is it revenge to give thyself a blow, 

For liis foul act by whom thy fair wife bleeds ? 

Such childish humour from weak minds proceeds : 

Thy wretched wife mistook die matter so. 

To slay herself, tliat should have slain her foe. 

•* Courageous Roman, do not steep thy heart 
In such relenting dew of lamentations, 

But kneel with me, and help to bear tiiy part, 

To rouse our Roman gods with invocations. 

That they will suffer these abominations, 

^ince Rome herself in them doth stand disgrac’d,) 
Hy our strong arms from fortli her fair streets 
chas’d. 

“ Now, by the Capitol that we adore, 

And by this chaste blood so unjustly stain’d, 

By heaven’s fair sun that breeds the fat earth's store, 

By all our country rights in Rome maintain'd, 

And by chaste Lucrece’ soul that late complain’d * 

Her wrongs to us, and by this bloody knife. 

We will revenge the death of this true wife.” 

This said, he stnick his hand upon his breast, 

And kiss’d the fatal knife to end his vow ; 

And to his protestation urg^d the rest, 

Who, wondering at him, did his words allow :*• 

Then jointly to the ground their knees they bow ; 

ALnd that deep vow which Brutus made before, 

He doth again repeat, and that they swore. 


* Cow^piain'd was formerly used without a aubjouied piepO' 
Hon. 

^ A/A»e->approve. 
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When they had sworn to this advised doom, 

They did conclude to bear dead Lucrece thence; 

To show her bleeding body thorough Rome, 

Alt ^ so to publish Tarquins foul oiVence: 

Wuich iMting done with srteedy diligence, 

The Romans plausibly* did give consent 
To Tarquin's everlasting banishment. 

^ Plauiibly— with expressions of applause— wiUi MtolaaatioiL 
Plcmveiyt appUusively. 


2anh of 

iri)c ICape of aumce. 
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I. 

From fairest creatures we desire increase, 

That therel)y beauty's rose might never die, 

But as the rij)er should by time decease, 

His tender heir might bear his memory : 

But thou, contracted to thine own bright eyes, 
Feed*8t thy li gilt's flame with self-substantial fuel, 
Making a famine where abundance lies, 

Thyself thy foe, to thy sweet self too cruel. 

Thou tliat art now the worUl’s fresh ornament. 
And only herald to the gaudy spring, 

Within thine own bud buriest thy content. 

And, tender cliurl, mak'st waste in niggarding. 
Pity the world, or else this glutton be, 

To eat the world's due, by die grave and thee. 

11 . 

Wh«i forty winters shall liesiege thy brow, 

And dig deep trenches in thy beauty's held, 

Thy youth’s proud livery, so gaz'd on now, 

Will be a tatter'd weed,^ of small worth held : 
Then being ask'd where all tliy beauty lies. 
Where all the treasure of thy lusty days ; 

To say, within thine own deep sunken eyes, 

Were an all-eating shame ancl thriftless praise. 
How much more praise deserv'd thy beauty’s use. 
If thou cxmldst answer — ^“This fair child of mine 
Shall sum my count, and make my old excusw— ’* 
Pioving his beauty by succession thine ! 
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Thii were to be new-made when thou art old, 

And lee thy blood warm when thou feerit it cold. 

lit. 

Look in thy glaas, and tell the face thou vieweat, 
Now is the time that face should form anotlier; 
Whose fresh rejKiir if now thou not renewest, 

Thou dost l>egtiile the world, unhless some mother. 

F(^r wliere is she so fair whose unear’d* womb 

Disdains the tillage of thy husl^andry t 

Or who is he so fond'' will l)e the tomb 

Of his self-love, to stop posterity f 

Thou art thy rnotlier's glass, and she in thee 

Calls back tlie lovely April of her prime : 

So thou through window's of thine age shall lei!^ 
lK*spite of wrinkles, this thy golden time. 

But if thou live, remember’d not to l)e, 

Die single, and thine image dies with diee. 


IT. 

Unthrifty loveliness, why dost thou spend 
U|x»n thyself thy beauty’s legacy*? 

Nature's l>equest gives nothing, hut doth lend. 
And Uniig trank she lends to those are iiree. 
Then, beauteous niggard, why dost thou abuse 
The bounteous largess given tliee to give 1 
Protilless usurer, why dost thou use 
So great a fum of sums, yet caiwt not live I 
For having traffic with thyself alone, 

Thou of thyself thy tweet self dost deceive. 
Then how, when nature calls thee to be |one^ 
What acceptable audit canst tbou leaver 
The unus’d lieauty must be tomb'd with the% 
Which, used, lives tliy executor to be. 


e o pploogbed. 


^ FcMMl'-'foolisli. 
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T. 

Those hours that with geutlc work did frame 
The lovely gaze where every eye doth dwell, 

Will play the tyrants to the very same, 

And that unfair*' which fjiirly doth excel; 

For never-resting time leads summer on 
To hideous winter, and coiifouiids him there; 

Sap check'd with frost, and lusty leaves quite g^ne^ 
B^uty o’ersnow'd, and bareness everywhere ; 

Then, were not summer's distillation left, 

A liquid prisoner jH'ut in walls of glass, 

Beauty's efl’ect with l)eauty were bereft. 

Nor it, nor no remembrance what it was. 

But flowers distill'd, tliough they with winter meet, 
Leese^ but thtir show; their substance still lives 
sweet. 


▼I. 

Tlien let not winter's ragged hand deface 
In tliee thy summer, ere tl*ou be distill'd: 

Make swet;t some phial ; treasure thou some place 
With beauty's treasure, ere it l)e self-kill'd. 

That use is not forbidden usury, 

Which happies® tliose that f)ay the willing loan ; 

That 's for thyself to bree<l aiH)lher tl»ee, 

Or ten times happier, lie it ten for one ; 

Ten times thyself were hapj^iier tlian thou art, 

If ten of thine ten times retigur'd thee ; 

Then wltat could death do if thou shouldst dejmrt, 
Leaving thee living in |Misterity 1 

Be not self* will'd, for thou art much too fair 
To be Death's conquest, and make worms thine 
heir. 

• a verb— deprive of faimew, of beauty. 

^ JU nt lose. • makes happy# 
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ho, in the orient when the gracious light 
Lifts up his burning head, each under eye 
Doth homage to his new-appearing sight, 

Serving with k»okg his sacred majesty ; 

And having climb'd the steep-up heavenly hill, 
Resembling strong youth in his middle age, 

Yet mortal looks adore his beauty still, 

Attending on his golden pilgrimage ; 

But when from high-most pitch, witli weary car, 

Like feeble age, he reeleth from the day, 

The eyes, Yore duteous, now converted are 
From his low tract, and look another way : 

So thou, thyself outgoing in thy noon, 

Unlook'd on diest, unless thou get a ion. 

Till. 

Music to hear, why hear’st thou music sadly 
Sweets with sweets war not, joy delights in joy. 

Why lov’st tliou that which thou receiv’st not gladly I 
Or else receiv’st with pleasure thine annoy ? 

If the true concord of well-tuned sounds. 

By unions married, do offend thine ear, 

They do but sweetly chide thee, who confounds 
In amgleness the parts that tliou shouldst bear. 

Mark how one string, sweet husband to another, 

Strikes each in each by mutual onlering ; ^ 

Resembling sire and child and happy mother, 

Who, all ill one, one pleasing note do sing : 

Whose speechless song, being many, seeming one, 
Sings this to thee, thou single wilt prove nona" 

• Malone thus explains this passage “ 0 thou whom to 
hear Is music, why hear’st thou,” &c. 

b If two strings are tuned in perfect unison, and one only 
Is struck, a very sensible vibration takes place in the other. 
This is called sympathetic vibration. 
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XX. 

Is it for fear to wet a widow s eye 
That thou consum at thyself in single life f 
Ah ! if thou issueless shalt hap to die, 

The world will wail thee, like a makeless* wife : 
The world will be thy widow, and still weep 
Tliat thou no form of thee hast left behind, 

When every private widow well may keep, 

By children’s eyes, her husband’s shape in mind. 
Lwk, what an unthrift in the world doth spend 
Shifts but his place, for still the world enjoys it ; 
But beauty’s waste hatli in the world an end, 

And kept unus’d, the user so destroys it. 

No love toward others in tliat bosom sits, 

That on himself such murderous shame commits. 


For shame ! deny that thou bear’st love to any, 

Who for thyself art so unprovident. 

Grant if thou wilt thou art belov’d of many. 

But that thou none lov’st is most evident ; 

For thou art so {assess’d with murderous hate. 

That ’gainst thyself thou stick’st not to conspire. 
Seeking that b^uteous roof to ruinate. 

Which to repair should be thy chief desire. 

O change thy thought, that I may change my mind ! 
Shall hate be fairer lodg’d than gentle love? 

Be, as thy presence is, gracious and kind. 

Or to thyself, at least, kind-hearted prove ; 

Make thee another self, for love oi me, 

That beauty still may live in thine or thee. 

* MakeleU'-mtiiAlm. Make and mate are synonymotts in 
astr elder writers. 
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As fast as tlvou shalt wans, so ikst thou grow ft 
In one of thine, from that which thou departest ; 

And that fresli bhxKi which young] y thou t)e8tow’st, 
Thou mayst call thine, when thou from youth con- 
vertest. 

Herein lives wisdom, beauty, and increase ; 

Without tills, folly, age, and cold decay : 

If all were minded so the times should cease, 

And threescore years would make the world away. 

Let those whom Nature hath not made for store, 

Harsh, featureless, and rude, barrenly perish : 

Look whom she best endow'd, she gave thee more ; 
Which bounteous gift thou shouldst in bounty cherish $ 
She carv’d thee for her seal, and meant thereby 
Thou shouldst print more, nor lec that copy die. 

XII. 

When I do count the clock that tellg the time, 

And Si'e the brave day sunk in hideous night; 

When I behold the violet past prim^ 

And sable curls, all* silver’d oer with white; 

Wlien lofty trees I see liarreii of leaves, 

Which erst from heat did canopy the herd, 

And summer's green all girded up in sheaves, 

Borne ou tlie bier with white and bristly lieard; 

Then of tliy beauty do 1 question make, 

That thou among the wastes of time must go, 

Since sweets and lieauties do themselves forsake, 

And die as fast aj$ they see others grow ; 

And nothing 'gainst Time’s scytlie C4kn make defence 
Save breed, to brave him when he takes thee hence. 


AIL The original has or. 
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XIII 

O that you were yourself! but, love, you are 
No longer yours than you yourself here live ; 
Against tliis coming end you sliould prepare, 

And your sweet semblance to some other give. 

So should that beauty which you hold in lease 
Find no determination : then you were 
Yourself again, after yourself’s decease, 

When your sweet issue your sweet form should bear. 
Who lets so fair a house fall to decay, 

Which husbandry in honour might uphold 
Against the stormy gusts of winter's day, 

And barren rage of death s eternal colil i 

O ! none but unthrifts : — Dear my love, you know 
You had a father ; let your son say so. 

XIV. 

Not from tlie stars do I my judgment pluck ; 

And yet methinks I have astronomy, 

But not to tell of good or evil luck, 

Of plagues, of dearths, or season's quality : 

Nor can I fortune to brief minutes tell, 

Pointing to each his tlninder, rain, and wind, 

Or say with princes if it sliall go well. 

By oft predict that 1 in heaven find : 

But from thine eyes my knowledge I derive. 

And (constant stars) in tltem 1 read such art. 

As truth and beauty slmll together thrive, 

If from thyself to store thou wouldst convert : 

Or else of thee this 1 prognosticate, 

Thy end is truth’s and b^uty’s doom and date. 


When I consider everything that grows 
Bolds in perfection but a little moment. 
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4. oat thii huge ftate presenteth nought but shows 
Whereon the stars in secret influence comment ; 

When I perceive that men as plants increase, 

Cheered and check’d even by the selfsame sky; 

Vaunt in their youthful sap, at height decrease 
And wear their brave state out of memory ; 

Then the conceit of this inconstant stay 
Sets you most rich iii youth before my sight, 

Where wasteful time debateth with decay, 

To change your day of youth to sullied night ; 

And, all in war witli Time, for love of you, 

As he takes from you, 1 engraft you new. 

XVI. 

But wherefore do not you a mightier way 
Make war upon this bloody tyrant, Timef 
And fortify yourself in your decay 
With means more blessed than my barren rhyme t 
Now stand you on the top of happy hours ; 

And many maiden gardens, yet unset, 

With virtuous wish would bear your living flowen, 
Much liker than your painted counterfeit ;• 

So should the lines of life that life repair, 

Which this. Time’s pencil, or my jmpil pen, 

Neither in inward worth, nor outward fair,*’ 

Can make you live yourself in eyes of men. 

To give away yourself keeps yourself still ; 

And you must live, drawn by your own sweet skilL 

XVII. 

Who will believe my verse in time to come, 

If it were fill’d with your most high deserts 1 
Though yet, Heaven knows, it is but as a tomb 
Which hides your life, and shows not half ymir parts. 

• portrait. 

^ JFbtfwbeauty. The word is used in the same seiiae in tiM 
ISthSoiMMsI. 
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If I could write the beauty of your eyes, 

And in fre«h numbers number all your graces, 

The age to come would say, this poet lies, 

Such heavenly touches ne'er touch’d earthly faces. 

So should my papers, yellow'd with tlieir age, 

Be scorn’d, like old men of less triitli than tongue ; 
And your true rights be lermM a })oet’s rage. 

And stretched metre of an antique song : 

But were some child of yours alive that tirrn?, 

You should live twice ; — in it, and in my rhyme, 

XVIII. 

Shall I compare thee to a summer’s day ? 

Thou art more lovely and more temperate : 

Bough winds do shake the darling buds of May, 

And summer’s lease hath all too siiort a date : 
Sometime too hot the eye of heaven shines. 

And often is his gold complexion dimm’d ; 

And every fair from fair sometime declines. 

By chance, or nature's changing course, untrimm’d*,® 
But thy eternal summer ahail not fade, 

Kor lose possession of that fair tliou owest ; 

JNor shall Death brag thou wander’st in his shade, 
Wlien in eternal lines to time thou growest ; 

So long as men can breathe, or eyes cfm see. 

So long lives this, and this gives life to thee. 


Devouring Time, blunt thou the lion's paws, 

And make tlie earth devour her own sweet brood ; 
Pluck the keen teeth from the fierce tiger’s jaws, 
And bum the long-liv’d phoenix in her blood ; 
Make glad and sorry seasons, as thou fleet’s!. 

And do whate’er thou wilt, swift-footed Time, 

To the wide world, and all her fading sweets ; 
But 1 forbid thee one most heinous crime : 

• Untrimm'd—widecQrvAed. 

SUP. VOL. 3 
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O carve not with thy hours my love's fair brow, 

Nor draw no lines there with thine antique pen ; 

Him in thy course untainted do allow, 

For beauty’s pattern to succeeding men. 

Yet, do thy worst, old Time : despite thy wrong, 
My love shall in my verse ever live young. 

XX. 

A woman’s face, with naturc^’s own hand painted. 
Hast thou, the master-mistress of my ]m8si(ni ; 

A woumn’s gentle heart, but not acquainted 
With shifting change, as is false women’s fiishion ; 

An eye more bright than theirs, less false in rolling, 
Gilding the object whereupon it gazefb ; 

A man in hue, all hues iii his controlling, 

Which steals men’s eyes, and women’s souls amasetli. 
And for a woman wer.t thou first created ; 

Till Nature, us slie wrought thee, fell u-doting, 

And by addition me of thee defeated. 

By adding one thing to my purpose nothing. 

But since slie prick’d thee out for women’s pleasure, 
Mine be thy love, and thy love’s use their treasure. 


So is it not with me as with that muse, 

Stirr'd by a paintcHl beauty to his verse ; 

Who heaven itself for ornament doth use. 

And every fair with his fair doth rehearse; 

Making a coujdement® of pro\ul com})are, 

With sun and moon, with earth and sea's rich gemi, 
With April’s firstborn flowers, and all things rare 
That heaven’s air in his huge rondure^ hems. 

O let me, true in love, but truly write, 

And then believe me, my love is as fair 
As any mother’s child, though not so bright 
As those gold candles fix'd in heaven’s air : 

• union. *» circumferenoe* 
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hei them gay more that like of hearsay well ; 

I will not praise, that purpose not to sell. 

XXII. 

My glass shall not persuade me I am old, 

So long as youth and thou are of one date ; 

But when in thee time’s furrows 1 behold, 

Then look 1 deatli iny days should expiate. 

For all that beauty that dotli cover thee 
Is but the seemly raiment of my heart. 

Which in thy breast doth live, as thine in nn ; 

How can I then be elder than thou art ? 

O therefore, love, be of thyself so wary, 

As I not for myself but for thee will; 

Bearing thy heart, whicli I will keep so chary 
As tender nurse her babe from faring ill. 

Presume not on thy heart when mitie is slain ; 

Thou gav’st me thine, not to give back again. 

XXIII. 

As an unperfect actor on the stage, 

Who with his fear is put besides his j)arf, 

Or some tierce thing replete with too much rage, 

Whose strength’s utumdaiice weakens his own heart ; 

So I, fur fear of trust, forget to say 
The ])erfect ceremony of loves rite, 

And in mine own love’s strength seem to decay, 
O’ercharg’d with burthen of mine own love’s might. 

O let my hooks be then the eloquence 
And dumb presagers of my gjxiaking breast ; 

Who plead for love, and look for recompence, 

Mure tiian that tongue that more luith more ex** 
press’d. 

O learn to read what silent love hath writ : 

To hear with eyes belongs to love’s fine wit. 
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XXIV. 

Mine eye liatli ])layM tlie p.'iinter, and hath stel’d 
Thy beauty’s form in table® of my heart ; 

My lK)dy is tlie frame wherein ’t is held, 

And perspective it is best painter's art. 

For through the painter must you see Ids skill, 

To find where your true image piclur'<l lies, 

Which in my bosom's shop is hanging still. 

That liath his windows glazed with tliine eyes. 

Now see what good turns eyes for eyes have done ; 
Mine eyes liave drawn thy 8ha|ie, and thine for me 
Are windows to my breast, where-tlirough the sun 
Deliglils to })eej*, to gaze therein on thee; 

Yet eyes tliis cunning want to grace tlieir art, 
Tliey draw but what they see, know not the heart. 


XXV. 

Let those who are in favour with their stars. 

Of public honour and proud titles boast, 

'Whilst I, whom fortune of such triumph bars. 

Unlook'd for joy in that I lionour most. 

Great princes' favourites their fair leaves spread 
But 08 the marigold at the sun’s eye ; 

And in themselves their pride lies buried, 

For at a frown they in their glory die. 

The jminfiil warrior famouscd for tight, 

After a tliomsand victories once foil'd, 

Is from the biKik of honour razed quite, 

And all the rest forgot for which he toil'd : 

Tlien happy I, tliat love and am belovM 
Where I may not remove, nor be remov’d. 

• Tahle, though sometimea used in the sense of a picture, 
more commonly means Uie tabular surface upon whksli a pio« 
lure is painted. 
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xxti. 

Lonl of my love, to whom in vassalage 
Thy merit hath my duty strongly knit, 

To thee I send this written embassage, 

To witness duty, not to show my wit. 

Duty so great, whicli wit so |ioor as mine 
May make seem bare, in wanting words to show it ; 
But that 1 hope some good conceit of thine 
In thy soul’s thought, all naked, will bestow it ; 

Till whatsoever star that guides by moving, 

Points on me graciously witii fair aspect, 

And puts apparel on my tatter’d loving, 

To show me worthy of thy sweet respect : 

Then may I dare to boast how I do love thee, 

Till then, not show my head where thou niayst prove me. 

XXVII. 

Weary with toil, I haste me to iny bed, 

The dear repose fur limbs with travel tir'd ; 

But then begins a journey in my ijead, 

To work my mind, when body’s work 's expir’d : 

For then my thoughts (from far where I abide) 

Intend a zealous j'ilgrimage to thee, 

And keep my drooping eyelids open wide, 
lavoking on darkness which the blind do see : 

Save that my soul’s imaginary sight 
Presents thy shadow to my sightless view, 

Which, like a jewel Imng in gliastly nigld, 

Makes black night beauteous, and her old face new. 
Lo, thus, by day my limbs, by night my mind^ 

For thee, and for myself, no quiet tind. 

XXVIII. 

How can I then return in happy plight. 

That am debarr’d the benefit of rest i 
When day’s oppression is not eas’d by night, 

But day by night and night by day oppress'd? 
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And cacli, though enemies to either’s reign, 

Do in consent sliake hands to torture me, 

The one hy toll, tlie other to complain 
How far I toil, still farther off from thee. 

1 tell the (lay, to plciisc him, thou art bright, 

And dost liirn grace when clouds do blot tiie heaven: 
So (latter I the swart-complexioii’d night; 

When sparkling stars twire*^ not, thou glld’st the even. 
Ihd day doth daily draw rny sorrows longer, 

And night doth nightly make grief’s length seem 
stronger. 


When in disgrace with fortune and men’s eyes, 

I all alone bewee*)) my outcast state, 

And trouble deaf Heaven with my bootless cries, 

And look upon myself, and curse my fate, 

Wisliing me like to one more rich in hope, 

Featur'd like him, like him with friends jwssess’d, 
Di’siring tliis man’s art, and that man’s scojw, 

With wliat I most enjoy contented least; 
yet in these thoughts myself almosi de«j)ising, 

\Iaply I think on thee, — and then my state 
(Like to tlie lark at break of day arising 
From sullen earth) sings hymns at heaven's gate ; 

For (hy sweet love remember'd such wealth brings, 

That then I scorn to change my state with kings. 


When to the sessions of sweet silent thought 
I summon up remembrance of things past, 

I sigh the lack of many a thing I sought, 

And with old woes new wail my dear time’s waste: 

* Twire. GifToni, in a note upon Ben Jonson’s ‘ Sad 8h6j>» 
herd.* explains tliat in itie passage before us the meaning is 
" when the stari do not gleam or appear at intervals.” 
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Then can I drown an eye, uims’d to flow, 

For precious friends hid in death’s dateless® night, 
And weep afresh love’s long-siuce cancell’d woe, 
And moan the expense of many a vanish’d sight. 
Then can I grieve at grievances foregone. 

And heavily from woe to woe tell o’er 
The sad account of fore-hemoaned moan. 

Which I new pay as if not paid before. 

But if the while I think on thee, dear friend, 

All losses are restor’d, and sorrows end. 


Thy bosom is endeared with all iiearts, 

Which I l)y lacking have su{)[)osed dead ; 

And there reigns love and all love’s loving parts. 

And all those friends which I thought buried. 

How many a holy and obsecpiions tear 
Hath dear religious love stolen from mine eye, 

As interest of the dead, wliich now appear 
But things remov’d, that hiddeii in thee lie’ 

Thou art the grave where buried love doth live, 

Hung with tlie trophies of my lovers gone, 

Who all their parts of me to thee did give ; 

That due of many now is thine alone : 

Their images 1 lov’d 1 view in thee, 

And thou (all they) hast all tlie all of me. 

XXXll. 

If tliou survive my well-contented day, 

W’hen that churl Death my hones with dust shall cover. 
And shall by fortune once more re-survey 
Thi?«e ]X)or rude lines of tliy deceased lover, 

• Dateteu — endless — having no certain time of expiration. 
t> If we understand erpense to be used as analogous lo passing 
away, there is no difficulty in this line. What we ex]>en(i is 
gone from us ; and so tlie poet moans tlie expense of many a 
tauished sigiit. c Obsequiim—’iuueteal, 
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Compare tliem with the bettering of the time ; 

And tljougU they be outstripp’d by every pen. 

Reserve * them for my love, not for their rhyme, 
Exceeded by tlie height of happier men. 

O then voiiclisafe me but this loving thought ! 

‘‘Had my friend’s muse grown with this growing age, 
A dearer birth than this his love had brought, 

To march in ranks of better equipage : 

But since he died, and poets better prove, 

Theirs for their style I ’ll read, his for his love.” 


Full many a glorious morning have I seen 
Flatter the mountain-tops witli sovereign eye, 

Kissing with golden face the meadows green, 

Gilding pale streams with heavenly alchymy ; 

Anon permit the basest clouds to ride 
With ugly rack on his celestial face, 

And from tlie forlorn worhl his visage hiile, 

Stealing unseen to west with this disgrace : 

Even so my sun one early mom did shine 
Witli all triumphant splendour on my brow ; 

But out! alack! he was but one hour mine, 

The region cloud hath mask’d him from me now. 

Yet him for this my love no whit disdaiiieth ; 

Suns of the world may stain, when heaven's sun 
staineth,® 


Why didst thou promise such a l^eauteous day, 

And make me travel forth witliout my cloak, 

" /Zcsffrw— tlio same as preserve, 

•» R'ich. Tooke, in liis full dbcuss’ton of the meaning of this 
word, liolds that rac^ means merely that which is reeked.** 
Stain ami stainet^ are here used With the signiileation of* 
verb neuter. Suns of Uie world may bo stained as heaven’s sun 
is stained. 
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To let base clouds o’ertalce me 1« my way, 

Hiding thy bravery in their rotten smoke 

*T is not enougli that througli the cloud thou break, 

To dry the rain on my storm-beaten lace, 

For no man well of such a salve can speak, 

That heals the wound, and cures not tlie disgrace : 
Nor can thy shame give physic to my grief ; 

Though thou repent, yet I have still the loss ; 

The olVender’s sorrow lends but weak relief 
To him that bears the strong olTeuce's cross. 

Ah! but those tears are pearl which thy love sheds, 
And they are rich, and ransom all ill deeds. 


No more be griev’d at that which thou hast done : 
Roses have thorns, and silver fountains mud ; 
Clouds and eclipses stain both moon and sun, 

And loathsome canker lives in sweetest bud. 

All men make faults, and even I in this. 
Authorising thy trespass with comjjare, 

Myself corrupting, salving thy amiss,® 

Excusing thy sins more than thy sins are ; 

For to thy sensual fault I bring in sense, 

(Thy adverse |)arty is thy advocate,) 

And gainst myself a lawful plea commence : 
Such civil war is in my love and hate, 

That I an accessory neetls must be 

To that sweet thief which sourly robs from me. 


Let me confess that we two must be twain, 
Although our undivided loves are one ; 

So shall those blots tliat do with me remain. 
Without thy help, by me be borne alone, 

iaulit 
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In onr two loves tliere is but one respect^ 

Thowgb in our lives a sejKirable “ spite, 

Whicii though if alter not love’s sole effect, 

Yet (loth it steal sweet hours from love's delight. 
I may not evermore ackrunvledge thee, 

Lest my bewailed guilt should do fliee shame; 
Nor thou with puldic kindness honour me, 
Unless tliou take that honour from thy name : 
But do not 80 ; I lore thee in such sort, 

As, tliou being mine, mine is thy good report. 


As a decrepit father takes delight 
To sec his active eblld do deeds of youth. 

So I, made lame by fortune’s dearest spit(', 

Take all my comfort of thy worth and truth ; 

Kor whether beauty, birth, or wealth, or wit, 

Or any of these all, or all, or more, 

Entitled in thy im*fs do crowned sit, 

I make my love engrafted to this store : 

So then I am not lame, poor, nor d(?8])i8'd, 

Wliilst that this shadow doth such substance give, 
That I in thy abundance am sullic’d, 

And by a part of all thy glory live. 

Look what is best, that best 1 wish in thee; 

Tliis wish I have; then ten times happy me! 

XXXVIII, 

How can my muse want subject to invent, 

While thou dost breathe, that pour'st into my verse 
Thine own sweet argument, too excellent 
Fur every vulgar paiier to rehearse i 
O, give thyself the thanks, if aught in me 
Worthy perusal stand against thy sight j 
For who s so dumb that cannot write to thee, 
When thou thyself dost give invention light? 

SqwroWe— separating. 
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Be thou the tenth muse, ten times more in worili 
Than those old nine which rhymers invocate ; 

And he that calls on tliee, let him bring I’orlh 
Eternal numbers to outlive long date. 

If my sliglit muse do please these curious days, 
The pain be mine, but thine shall be tiie praise. 

XXXIX. 

O, how thy worth with manners may I sing, 

When tliou art all the better j>art of me? 

What can mine own jaaise to mine own self bring ? 
And what is 't but mine own, when I jaaise thee? 
Even for tliis let us divided live. 

And our dear love lose name of single one, 

That by tliis s(‘j)arati(ai I may give 

That due to thee, which thou (Uvserv'st alone. 

0 absence, what a ttament wouhlst tliou prove. 
Were it not tliy sour leisure gave sweet leave 
To entertain the time with thoughts of love, 

(W)iich time and thoughts so sweetly doth deceive,) 

And that thou teacliest how to make one twain. 
By praising him here, wbo doth lienee remain ! 

XL. 

Take all my loves, my love, yea, take them all ; 
What hast tliou then more than thou hadst before? 
No love, my love, that thou mayst true love call ; 
All mine was thine, liefore thou hadst this more. 
Then if for my love tliou my love receivest, 

1 cannot blame tliee for “ my love thou usest ; 

But yet lie blam’d, if tliou thyself decei vest 
By wilful taste of what thyself refusest. 

I do f9rgive thy robbery, gentle thief, 

Although thou steal tliw all my poverty ; 


For here tignifics because. 
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And yet, love knows, it is a greater grief 
To bear love’s wrong, than hate’s known injury. 
Lascivious grace, in whom all ill well showi^ 
Kill me with spites ; yet we must not be foes. 


XLI. 

Those pretty wrongs that liberty commits 
When I am sometime absent from thy heart, 
Thy beauty and thy years full well betits, 

For still temptation follows where thou art. 
Gentle (hou art, and therefore to be won, 
Beaut(‘ou8 thou art, therefore to be assail’d ; 

And when a woman w(X)s, what woman's son 
W’ill sourly leave her till she have prevail’d? 
Ah me ! hut yet thou mightst my seat forbear, 
And chide thy beauty and thy straying youth, 
Who lead thee in their riot even there 
AMiere thou art forc'd to break a Iwo-ftdd truths 
Hers, by thy beauty tempting her to thee, 
Tliine, by thy beauty being false to me. 


XLII. 

That thou hast her, it is not all my grief, 

And yet it may be said I lov’d her dearly ; 

That she hath thee, is of my wailing chief, 

A loss in love that touches me more nearly. 

Loving ofll'enders, thus I will excuse ye : — 

Tliou dost love her, because thou kuew’st I love her) 
And for my sake even so doth she abuse me, 
Sufl’ering iny friend for my sake to approve her. 

If I i‘>se thee, my loss is my love s gain, 

And, lasing her, my friend hath found that loss; 
Both find each other, and 1 lose both twain, 

And both for my sake lay on me this cross : 

But here 's die joy *, my friend and I are one; 
Sweet flattery ! then slie lores but me alone. 
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XLIII. 

Wlien most I wink, tlien do mine eyes best see, 

For all the day they view things unr(?sj>ected 
But when I sleep, in dreams they look on thee, 

And, darkly briglit, are bright in dark directed ; 

Then thou whose shadow sliadows dotli make briglit, 
How would thy shadow’s form form hapjiy show 
To the clear day with thy much clearer light, 

When to unseeing eyas tliy shade sliines so I 
How would (I say) mine eyes lie blessed made 
By looking on thee in tlie living day, 

When in dead night thy fair imperfect shade 
Througli heavy sleep on sighthiss eyes doth stay ? 

All days are nights to see, till 1 see thee, 

And rdghts, bright days, when dreams do ihow tliee 
me.'* * 


XLIV. 

If tlie dull suhsLance of my flesh were thonghf, 
Injurious distxmce should not stop rny way ; 

For then, despite of space, I would be brought 
From limits far remote, where thou dost stay. 

No matter tlien, although my f<x)t did stand 
Upon tlie fartliest eurth remov’d from thee, 

For nimble thouglit can jump both sea and land, 

As soon as think the place where he would be. 

But ah ! thought kills me, that I arn not thought, 

To leap large lengtlis of miles when thou art gone, 

But that, so much of earth and water wrought,® 

1 must attend time’s leisure with my moan j 
Receiving nought by elements so slow 
But heavy tears, badges of either s woe : 

• 17iweip«;fcrf—unregarded. ^ Thee m«—thee to ms. 

« A passage in Henry V. explains this: — “ He is pure air 

and fire ; aad the dull elements of earth and water never appear 
Inhim*** 
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XLT. 

Tlie olljer two, slijjfht air autl jntrj'ing fire, 

Are Ixitli wilh tlur, wljerever 1 abide; 

The firxl iny thoiigljt, tlie other my desire, 

These presetit-ahsent with swift motion slide. 

For wiieii these quicker elements are gone 
In tender embas.sy of love to thee, 

JVIy life, being made of lour, witii two alone 
Sinks liown to doiilh, oppress'd wllli melancholy; 

Until life's e.om]H)sltion be recur'd 

By those swift im'ssengers return'd from thee, 

Who even but now c-onie back again, assur’d 
Of thy fair health, recounting it to me: 

This told, 1 joy ; Imt then no longer glad, 

1 send them hack again, and straight grow sad. 

XLVl. 

Mine eye and heart are at a mortal war, 

How to divide the eonquest of tliy sight ; 

Mine eye my heart thy"' j)icture*s sight would bar, 

My heart mine eye tlie freeilom of that right. 

My heart doth })lead that thou in him dost lie, 

(A closet never jiiercM with crystal eyes,) 

But the defendant dotl» that plea deny. 

And says in him thy fair appearance lies. 

To ’cide’^ this title is inipannellcH^l 
A qntst® of tinoughts, all tenants to the heart; 

And by their verdict is determined 

The clear eye's moiety,'* and the dear heart's part ; 

" TAy. The original has t/ifir; and it Is remarkable that 
the Kiuue typographical error occurs four times in this one 
Sounei— a pretty convincing proof that no competent or au- 
tliohsed person su|)eriuteude(l tlu* tmblication. 

t* Malone explains that this is a contraction of decide* 

The original reads side, 

• Qacsl— inquest or jury. d ilfutV(y~-pOTtion< 
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As tlius ; mine eye’s due is thine outward part, 
And my heart’s right thine inward love of heart. 

XLVII. 

Betwixt mine eye and iieart a league is took, 

And each doth good turns now unto the other : 
Wheri that mine eye is famish’d for a l(X)k, 

Or heart in love with siglis liimself doth smotlier, 
With iny love’s picture then iny eye dt)tli feast, 

And to the painted baiupiet bids my b(‘arl ; 

Another time mine eye is my heart’s guest, 

And in his thoughts of love dotli share a part ; 

So, eillier hy tliy picture or my love, 

Thyself away art jtresent still with mej 
For thou not fartlier than my thoughts cmisl move. 
And I am still with them, and they with tlu'ej 
Or if they sleep, tliy picture in my sight 
Awakes my heart to heart s arui eye’s ilelight. 
xi.vni. 

How careful was I when I took my way, 

Each trifle under truest bars to thrust, 

That, to rny use, it might unused stay 

From hands of falseho^, in sure wards of tnist ! 

But thou, to whom my jewels trifles are, 

Most worthy comfort, now my greatest grief, 

Thou, best of dearest, and mine only care, 

Art left the prey of every vulgar thief. 

Thee liave I not lock’d up in any chest, 

Save where thou art not, though I feel thou art. 
Within the gentle closure of my breast, 

From whence at pleasure thou mayst come and part 
And even thence thou wilt l>e stolen I fear. 

For truth proves thievish for a priie so dear. 

XLIX. 

Against that time, if e\'er that time come, 

When I shall see thee frown on my defects. 
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Whenas" tliy love hath cast his utmost sum, 

Call'd to that audit by advis'd respects ; 

Against that time, when thou shalt strangely pass. 
And scarcely greet me with that sun, thine eye, 
When love, converted from the thing it was, 

Shall reasons find of settled gravity ; 

Against that time do I ensconce me here 
Within tlie knowledge of mine own desert, 

And tins my hand against myself uprear, 

To guard the lawful reasons on tlty part : 

To leave poor me thou hast the strength of laws, 
Since, why to love, I can allege no cause. 

I.. 

How heavy do I journey on the way. 

Wlien what 1 seek — iny weary travel’s end— 

Dotli leach tliat ease and that renose to say, 

“ Thus far the miles are measur'd from thy friend ! ^ 
The beast that bears me, tired with my woe, 

Plods dully on, to bear that weight in me, 

As if by some instinct the wretch did know 
His rider lov'd not speed, being made from thee ; 
Tlie bloody spur cannot provoke him on 
That sometimes anger thrusts into Ins hide, 

Which iieavily he answers with a groan, 

More sharp to me than spurring to his side; 

For Uiat same groan doth put this in my mind, 
My grief lies onward, and my joy behind. 

LI. 

Thus can my love excuse the slow offence 
Of my dull bearer, when from thee I speed ; 

From wiiere thou art why should I haste me thence? 
Till I retinm, of jx)sting is no need. 

O, what excuse will my poor beast then find, 

When swift extremity can seem but slow ? 

/FZiawM--»when. ^ Fujconce— fortify. 
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Then should I spur, though mounted on the wind ; 
In winged speed no motion shall I know : 

Then can no horse with my desire keep pace ; 
Therefore desire, of perfect love being made. 

Shall neigh (no dull flesh) in his fiery race ; 

But lore, for love, thus shall excuse my jade ; 

Since from thee going he went wilful slow, 
Towards thee I ’ll run, and give him leave to gow 

LII. 

So am I as the rich, whose blessed key 

Can bring him to his sweet un-locked treasure, 

The which he will not every nour survey, 

For blunting the fine point of seldom pleasure. 
Therefore are feasts so solemn and so rare. 

Since seldom coming, in the long year set. 

Like stones of worth they thinly placed are. 

Or captain • jewels in the carcanet.*» 

So is the time that keeps you, as my ches^ 

Or as the wardrobe which the robe doth hide. 

To make some special instant special-blest, 

By new unfolding his imprison’d pride. 

Blessed are you, whose worthiness gives scope. 
Being had, to triumph, being lack’d, to hope. 

LlII. 

What is your substance, whereof are you made, 
That millions of strange shadows on you tend ? 
Since every one hath, every one, one’s shade. 

And you, but one, can every shadow lend. 

Describe Adonis, and the counterfeit^ 

Is poorly imitat^ after you ; 

Captain — ^osed adjectively for chief. 

^ Coreose^-Hueckiaos. * CoutUerfeitr — -portrait. 

SUP. VOL. K 
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On Helen’s check all art of beauty set. 

And you in Grecian tires ate painted new ; 

Speak of the spring, and foiaoo of the year ; • 

Irie one doth shadow of your beauty show, 

The other as your bounty doth appear, 

And you in every blessed sha}>e we know. 

Ill all extenial grace you have some part, 

But you like none, none you, for constant heart* 

LIV. 

O how much more doth beauty beauteous seem, 

By that sweet ornament which trutli doth give ! 

The rose looks fair, but fairer we it deem 
For that sweet odour which doth in it live. 

The canker-blooms ^ have full as deep a dye 
As the perfumed tincture of the roses, 

Hang oil such thorns, and play as wantonly 
When summer’s breath their masked buds discloses i 
But, for their virtue only is their show, 

They live unwoo’d, and unrespected fade ; 

Die to themselves. Sweet roses do not so ; 

Of their sweet deaths are sweetest odours made : 

And so of you, beauteous and lovely youth, 

Wlien that shall fade, by verse distils your truth. 

LV. 

Not marble, not the gilded monuments 
Of princes, sliall outlive tliis powerful rhyme j 
But you shall shine more bright in these contents 
Than unswept stone, besmear'd with sluttish time. 
When wasteful war shall statues overturn, 

And broils root out the work of masonry, 

Nor Mars his sword nor war's quick fire shall bum 
Tlie living record of your memory. 

* Fitism U plenty; and \hefuizmofthe year is the autumn, 
or plentiful season.* 

^ (JhiiluT.6^nom*<‘-4he floweis of tbeaauker or dog-rose. 



SONNETS. 


161 


'Gainst death and all-oblivious enmity 

Shall you pace forth ; your praise shall still find room, 

Even in the eyes of all posterity 

That wear this world out to the ending doom. 

So, till the judgment tliat vourself arise, 

Tou live in this, and dwell in lovers’ eyes. 


Sweet love, renew thy force ; be it not said, 

Thy edge should blunter be than appetite, 

Which but to-day by feeding is allay'd. 

To-morrow sharpen’d in his former might, : 

So, love, be thou ; although to-day thou fill 
Thy hungry eyes, even till they wink with fulness, 
To-morrow see again, and do not kill 
The spirit of love with a perpetual dulness. 

Let tills sad mteriin like the ocean be 
Which parts the shore, where two contracted-new 
Come daily to the banks, that, when they see 
Return of love, more bleat majr be the view ; 

Or call it winter, which, being full of care, 

Makes summer’s welcome thrice more wish’d, more 


Being your slave, wliat should 1 do hut tend 
Upon the hours and times of your desire f 
1 have no precious time at all to spend. 

Nor services to do, till you require. 

Nor dare I chide the world-without-end hour, 
Whilst 1, my sovereign, watch the clock for you, 
Nor think the bitterness of absence sour, 

When you have bid your servant once adieu; 
Nor dare 1 question with my jealous thought 
Where you may be, or your ai^rs luppps^ 

But, like a sad slav^ stay aud think of nought, 
Save, where you are hour happy you make those ; 
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So tru© a fool is love, that In yonr will 
(Though you do anything) he thinks no ill. 

LVXXI. 

That God forbid, that made me first your slave, 

1 should in tliought control your times of pleasure. 
Or at your hand the account of hours to crave, 
Being your vassal, bound to stay your leisure ! 

O, let me suffer (being at your beck) 

The imprison’d absence of your liberty, 

And patience, tame to sufferance, bide each check 
Without accusing you of injury. 

Be where you list ; your charter is so strong, 

That you yourself may privilege your time ; 

Do what you will, to you it doth belong 
Yourself to pardon of self-doing crime. 

I am to wait, though waiting so be hell ; 

Not blame your pleasure, be it ill or well. 

nix. 

If there be nothing new, but that which is 
Hath been before, how are our brains beguil'd, 
Which labouring for invention bear amiss 
The second burden of a former child ! 

O, that record could with a backward look, 

Even of five hundred courses of the sun. 

Show me your image in tome antique book, 

Since mind at first in character was done I 
That I might see what the old world could say 
To this composed wonder of your frame ; 

Whether we are mended, or whe'r * betted ikey, 

Or whether revolution be the same. 

O I sure 1 am, the wits of fbrmer days 
To tsdjeots worse have given admiring praise. 


If3ls*r— whether. 
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LX. 

Like as the waves make towards the pebbled ghore. 

So do our minutes hasten to their end ; 

Each changirijif place with that which goes before, 

In s^uent toil all forwards do contend. 

Nativity, once in the main of light,* 

Crawls to maturity, wherewith being crown'd. 

Crooked eclipses 'gainst his glory fight, 

And Time, tiiat gave, doth now his gift confound. 
Time doth transfix the fiourish set on youth, 

And delves the pwallels in beauty’s brow } 

Feeds on the rarities of nature s truth, 

And nothing stands but for his scythe to mow. 

And yet, to times in hope, my verse shall stand, 
Praising thy worth, despite his cruel liand. 

LXI. 

Is it thy will thy image should keep open 
My heavy eyelids to the weary night? 

Dost thou desire my slumliers should be broken. 

While shadows, like to tiiee, do mock my sight f 
Is it tliy spirit that thou send'st from thee 
So far from home, into my deeds to pry ; 

To find out sliames and idle hours in me^ 

The scope and tenor of thy jealousy ? 

O no ! tiiy love, though much, is not so great ; 

It is my love that keeps mine eye awake ; 

Mine own true love that doth my rest defeat, 

To play the watch man ever for thy sake : 

For thee watch I, whilst thou dost wake elsewhere. 
From me far off, witli others all-too>near. 

• Main cf light. As the tiiatn of waters would signify the 
neat l)ody of waters, so the mcuti of light signifies the mass or 
lood of light, into which a new-born child is launched. 
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Sin of lelf-love possesgetb all mine eye, 

And all my soui, and all my every part; 
And for this sin there is no remedy, 

It is 80 grounded inward in my heart. 
Methinks no face so gracious * is as mine, 

No shape so true, no truth of such account^ 
And for myself mine own worth do define, 

As 1 all otlier in all worths surmount. 

But when my glass shows me myself indeed, 
Beated ^ and chopp’d with tann'd antiquity, 
Mine own self-love quite contrary 1 read, 
Self so self-loving were iniquity. 

’T is thee (myself) that for myself I praise, 
Painting my age with beauty of tliy days. 


Against my love shall be, as 1 am now, 

With Time’s injurious hand crush'd and o’erwom ; 
When hours have drain’d his blood, and fill’d his 
brow 

With lines and wrinkles ; when his youthful mom 
Hath tra veil’d on to age’s steepy night ; 

And all those beauties, whereof now he ’s king, 

Are vanishing or vanish’d out of sight, 

Stealing away the treasure of his spring ; 

For such a time do I now fortify 
Against confounding age’s cmel knife. 

That he shall never cut from memory 
My sweet love’s beauty, though my lover's life. 

His beauty shall in these black lines be seen, 

And they shall live, and he in them, still green. 


b Beuiedt used as the iwirtictple of the verb to &MI. 
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LXIV. 

Wbeu I have seen by Time’s fell hand defac’d 
The rich-proud cost of outworn buried age ; 

When sometime lofty towers I see down-ras’df 
And brass eternal, slave to mortal rage ; 

When I have seen the hungry ocean gain 
Advantage on the kingdom of tlie shore, 

And the firm soil win of the wat'ry main, 

Increasing store with loss, and loss with store ; 

When I have seen such interchange of state, 

Or state itself confounded to decay ; 

Ruin hath taught me thus to ruminate — 

That time will come and take my love away. 

This thought is as a death, which cannot choose 
But weep to have that which it fears to lose. 

LXY. 

Since brass, nor stone, nor earth, nor boundless sea, 

But sad mortality o'ersways their power. 

How with this rage shall beauty hold a plea. 

Whose action is no stronger than a flower? 

O, how shall summer’s honey breath hold out 
Against the wreckful siege of battering days. 

When rocks impregnable are not so stout, 

Nor gates of steel so strong, but time decays? 

O fearful meditation ; where, alack ! 

Shall Time’s best jewel from Time’s chest lie hid ?• 

Or wliat strong hand can hold his swift foot back ? 

Or who his spoil of beauty can forbid ? 

* la Troilus and Cressida, Ulysses says*^ 

*' Tine hath, my lord« a wcUiet at his back. 

In which he puts alms for oblivioo.*' 

Time's cheA and Time’s loailet are the same ; they are the de- 
positories of wliat was once great and beautiful, passed away, 
perished, and forgotten* 
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O none, unless this miracle have might, 

That in black ink my love may still shine bright* 


Tir’d with all these, for restful death I cry,— 

As, to behold desert a beggar born, 

And needy nothing trimm’d in jollity, 

And purest faith unhappily forsworn. 

And gilded honour shamefully misplac’d, 

And maiden virtue rudely strumpeted, 

And right perfection wrongfully disgrac'd, 

And strength by limping sway disabled. 

And art made tongue-tied by authority, 

And folly (doctor-like) controlling skill. 

And simple truth miacall’d simplicity,* 

And captive good attending captain ill ; 

Tir’d with all these, from these would 1 be gone, 

Save that, to die, I leave my love alone. 


Ah ! wherefore with infection should be live. 

And with his presence grace impiety, 

That sin by him advantage should achieve. 

And lace ^ itself with his society f 

Why should false painting imitate his cheek. 

And steal dead seeing of his living hue! 

Why should poor beauty iirdirectly seek 
Roses of shadow, since his rose* is true? 

Why should he live now Nature bankrupt is, 
Beggar’d of blood to blush through lively veins t 
For she hath no exchequer now but his. 

And, proud of many, fives upon his gains. 

O, him she stores, to show what wealth she had 
Jn days long since, before these last so bad. 

. • Simpiieit$f is here used for folly. 

^ XoM — embellish-H^nuuneat. 
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LXVili. 

Thus is hia cheek the map of days outworn, 

When beauty liv’d and died as flowers do now, 

Before these bastard signs of fair* were borne, 

Or durst inhabit on a living brow ; 

Before die golden tresses of the dead, 

The right of sejiulchres, were shorn away. 

To live a second life on second head, 

Ere lieauty’s dead fleece made another gay : 

In him those holy antique hours are seen, 

Without all ornament, itself, and true. 

Making no summer of anotiier’s green, 

Bobbing no old to dress his beauty new ; 

And him as for a map doth Nature store. 

To show false Art what beauty was of yore. 

LXIX. 

Those parts of thee that the world’s eye doth view 
Want nothing that the thought of hearts can mend : 
All tongues (the voice of souls) give thee tliat due, 
Uttering liare truth, even so as foes commend. 

Thine outward thus with outward praise is crown’d ; 
But those same tongues that give thee so thine own, 

In other accents do this praise confound, 

By seeing farther than the eye hath shown. 

They look into tlie beauty of thy mind, 

And that, in guess, tliey measure by thy deeds ; 

Then (churls) their thoughts, although their eyes were 
kind. 

To thy fair flower add the rank smell of weeds : 

But why thy odour matcheth not thy show. 

The solve ^ is this,— that thou dost common grow. 

• Fafr—beauty. 

^ Solve. Malone reads solve in the senfie of soltction. We have 
no parallel example of the use of solve as a noun. 
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LXX. 

That thou art blam’d shall not be thy defect, 

For slander’s mark was ever yet the fair ; 

The ornament of beauty is suspect,* 

A crow that flies in heaven’s sweetest air. 

So thou be good, slander doth but approve 
Thy worth the greater, being woo’d of time ; 

For canker vice the sweetest buds doth love, 

And thou ijresent st a pure unstained prime. 

Thou hast pass’d by the ambush of young day*, 
Either not assail’d, or victor l>eiDg charg’d ; 

Yet this thy praise cannot be so tliy praise, 

To tie up envy, evermore enlarg’d : 

If some susfject of ill mask'd not thy show, 

Then thou alone kingdoms of hearts shouldst owe.^ 

LXXI. 

No longer mourn for me when I am dead 
Than you shall hear the surly sullen bell 
Give warning to the world that 1 am fled 
From this vile world, with vilest worms to dwell : 
Nay, if you read this line, rememlier not 
The hand tliat writ it : for I love you so, 

That I in your sweet thoughu would be forgot, 

If thinking on zne then should make you woe. 

O if (I say) you look upon this verse. 

When 1 })erhaps compounded am with clay. 

Do not so much as my poor name rehearse ; 

But let your love even with rov life decay : 

Lest the wise world should look into your moan. 
And mock you with me after 1 am gone. 

LXXII. 

O, lest the world should task you to recite 
Wliat merit liv’d in me, that you should love 

s SWfp«ct<<-«aspick>ii« 
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After my death, — dear bve, forget me quite, 

For you in me can notliing worthy prove ; 

Unless you would devise some virtuous lie, 

To do more for me tliau mine own desert, 

And hang more praise upon deceased I 
Than niggard trutli would willingly impart : 

0, lest your true love may seem false in this, 

That you for love speak well of me untrue, 

My name l^e buried where my body is, 

And live no more to shame nor me nor you. 

For I am sham’d by that which I bring forth, 

And so should you, to love things nothing worth. 

LXXIII. 

That time of year thou mayst in me behold 
When yellow leaves, or none, or few, do hang 
Upon those boughs which shake against the cold. 

Bare rain’d choirs, where late tlie sweet birds sang. 

In me thou seest the twilight of such day 
As after sunset fadeth in the west, 

Which by and by black night doth take away, 

Death’s second self, that seals up all in rest. 

In me thou seest the glowing of such fire, 

That on the ashes of his youth doth lie, 

As the death-bed whereon it must expire. 

Consum’d with that which it was nourish’d by. 

This thou perceiv’st, which makes thy love more strong, 
To love that well which thou must leave ere long : 

IJCXIV. 

But be contente<l : when that fell arrest 
Without all bail shall carry me away. 

My life hath in this line some interest, 

Which fw memorial still with thee shall stay. 

When thou revicwest this, thou dost review 
The very part was consecrate to thee. 



170 


SONNETS 


The earth can have but earth, which is hij due; 
My spirit is thine, the l)etter part of me : 

So then thou hast but lost the dregs of lif<^ 

The prey of worms, my body being dead ; 

The coward conquest of a wretch’s knife, 

Too base of thee to be remembered. 

The wortli of that, is tliat which it contains, 
And tliat is this, and this with thee remains. 


So are you to my thoughts, as food to life. 

Or as sweet-season’d showers are to the ground ; 
And for the jieace of you I hold such strife 
As ’twixt a miser and his wealth is found : 

Now jiroud as an eujoyer, and anon 
Doubting the diching age will steal his treasure ; 
Now counting best to be with you alone, 

Then better’d tliat the world may see my pleasure : 
Sometime all full with feasting on your sight. 

And by and by clean starved for a look ; 

Possessing or pursuing no delight, 

Save what is had or must from you be took. 

Thus do I pine and surfeit day by day. 

Or gluttoniug on all, or all away. 

LXXVI. 

Why is my verse so barren of new pride f 
So far from variation or quick change ? 

Why, with the time, do 1 not glance aside 
To new-found methods and to compounds stranget 
Why write I still all one, ever the sam^ 

And keep invention in a noted weed,* 

That every word doth almost tell my name. 
Showing dieir biith, and where they did proceed f 

s A noted weed^s dress known and familiar, through 
always the same. 
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O know, 9weet love, I always write of you, 

And you and love are still my argument ; 

So all my best is dressing old words new, 
Spending again what is dready spent : 

For as the sun is daily new and old, 

So is my love still telling what is told. 

LXXVXI. 

Thy glass will show thee how thy beauties wear. 
Thy dial how thy precious minutes waste ; 

The vacant leaves thy mind’s imprint will bear, 
And of this book this learning mayst thou taste. 
The wrinkles which thy glass will truly show, 

Of mouthed graves will give thee memory ; 

Thou by thy dial’s shady stealth mayst know 
Time’s thievish progress to eternity. 

Look, what thy memory cannot contain. 

Commit to these waste blanks, and thou shalt find 
Those children nurs’d, deliver’d from thy brain, 
To take a new acquaintance of thy mind. 

These offices, so oft as thou wilt look. 

Shall profit thee, and much enrich thy book. 

LXXVIXI. 

So oft have I invok’d thee for my muse. 

And found such fair assistance in my verse. 

As every alien pen hath got my use, 

And imder thee their poesy disperse. 

Thine eyes, that taught the dumb on high to sing^ 
And heavy ignorance aloft to fly, 

Have added feathers to the learned’s wing, 

Yet be most proud of that which I compile. 
Whose influence is thine, and bom of thee : 

In others’ works thou dost but mend the style, 

And arts with thy sweet graces graced be ; 

But thou art ail my art, and dost advance 
As high as learning my rude ignorance. 
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i.xxix. 

Whilst I alone did call upon thy aid, 

My verse alone bad all tliy gentle grace ; 

But now my gracious numbers are decay’d. 

And my sick muse doth give another place. 

I grant, sweet love, tliy lovely argument 
Deserves the travail of a worthier pen ; 

Yet what of thee thy poet doth invent, 

He robs thee of, and pays it tliee again. 

He lends thee virtue, and he stole tliat word 
From thy behaviour ; beauty doth he give, 

And found it in tliy cheek ; he can aflbrd 
No praise to thee but what in tliee dotli live. 

Then thank him not fur that which he doth say, 
Since what he owes thee thou thyself dost pay, 

O, how 1 faint when 1 of you do write, 

Knowing a better spirit doth use your name, 

And in the praise tliereof spends tdl his might. 

To make me tongue-tied, speaking of your fame I 
But since your worth (wide as the ocean is) 

The humble as the proudest sail doth bear. 

My saucy bark, inferior far to his. 

On your broad main doth wilfully appear. 

Your shallowest help will hold me up afloat, 
Whilst he ujxin your soundless deep doth ride; 

Or, being wreck'd, 1 am a worthless boat. 

He of tall building, and of goodly pride : 

Then if he thrive, and 1 be cast away, 

The worst was this; — smy love was my decay. 

nxxxi. 

Or 1 shall live your epitaph to make, 

Or you survive when 1 in earth am rotten ; 

From hence your memory death carmot takiB, 
Altliougb in me each part will be forgotten. 
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Your name from hence immortal life shall have, 
Though I, once gone, to all the world must die : 

The earth can yield me but a common grave, 

When you entombed in merrs eyes shall lie. 

Your monument shall be my gentle verse, 

Which eyes not yet created shall o’er-read ; 

And tongues to be, your being shall rehearse, 

When all the breathers of this world are dead ; 

You still shall live (such virtue hath my pen) 
Where breath most breathes, — even in the mouths 
men. 

LXXXIl. 

1 grant thou wert not married to my muse, 

And therefore mayst witliout attaint o’erlook 
The dedicated words which writers use 
Of their fair subject, blessing every bot)k. 

Thou art as fair in knowledge as in hue. 

Finding thy worth a limit past my praise ; 

And therefore art enforc’d to seek anew 
Some fresher stamp of the time-bettering days. 

And do so, love ^ yet when they have devis'd 
What strained touches rhetoric can lend, 

Tliou truly fair wert truly sympathiz'd. 

In true plain words, by thy true-telling friend ; 

And their gross painting might l)e better us’d 
Where cheeks need blo^ ; in thee it is abus'd. 

L.XXXIU. 

1 never saw that you did ira'mting need, 

And therefore to your fair no painting set. 

1 found, or thought 1 found, you did exceed 
The barren tender of a poet’s debt : 

And therefore have I slept in your report. 

That you yourself, being extant, well might show 
How far a modem* quill doth come too short. 
Speaking of worth, what worth in you doth grow. 

* Modem — trite — common. 
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This silence for my sin you did impute, 

Which shall be most my glory, being dumb ; 

For I impair not beauty t^ing mute. 

When others would give life, and bring a tomb. 

There lives more life in one of your fair eyes 
Than both your poets can in praise devise. 

LXXXIV. 

Who is it that says most ? wliich can say more 
Than this rich praise, — that you alone are you f 
In whose confine immured is the store 
Which should example where your equal grew f 
Lean penury within that jjen doth dwell, 

That to his subject lends not some small glory ; 

But he that writes of you, if he can tell 
That you are you, so dignifies his story, 

Let him but copy what in you is writ. 

Not making worse what nature made so clear, 

And such a counterpart shall fame his wit, 

Making iiis style admired everywhere. 

You to your beauteous blessings add a curse, 

Being fond on praise, which makes your praises 
worse* 

LXXXV. 

My tongue-tied muse in manners holds her still. 

While comments of your praise, richly compiTd, 
Reserve* their character with goldeu quill, 

And precious phrase by all the muses fil'd. 

1 think good thoughts, while others write good words, 
And, like unletter’d clerk, still cry “ Amen ” 

To every hymn tliat able spirit ailbrds, 

In polish’d form of well-refined pen. 

Hearing you prais’d, 1 say, “ ’T is so, ’t is true,” 

And to the most of praise add sometliing more ; 

But that is in my thought, whose love to you, 

Though words come hindmost, holds his rank before. 

\ Reserve is here again used for premve* 
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Tlien otlinrs for tlie breath of words respect, 

Me for my dumb thoughts, speaking in efiect. 

LXXXVI. 

W.'is it the proud full sail of liis great verse, 

Bound for the prize of all-too-precious yon, 

That did my ripe thoughts in my brain inherse, 
Making tiieir tomb the womb wherein tliey grew ? 

Was it his spirit, i)y spirits taught to write 
Above a mortal pltcli, that struck me dead ? 

No, neither lie, nor his compeers by night 
Giving him aid, my verse astonished. 

He, nor that affable familiar ghost 
Which niglitly gulls him with intelligence,* 

As victors, of my silence cannot boast ; 

1 was not sick of any fear from thence. 

But when your countenance filM^ u]) bis line 
Then lack’d I matter; that enfeebled mine. 

I.XXXVII. 

Farewell ! tbou art too dear for my possessing, 

And like enough thou know’st thy estimate : 

The charter of thy worth gives thee releasing ; 

My bonds in thee are all determinate. 

For how do I hold thee but by thy granting ? 

And for that riches where is my deserving V 
The cause of this fair gift in me is wanting, 

And so my patent back again is swerving.^ 

Thyself thou gav*st, thy own worth then not knowing, 
Or me, to whom thou gav’st it, else mistaking ; 

So thy great gift, upon misprision growing, 

Comes home again, on better judgment making. 

Thus have 1 had thee, as a dream doth flatter, 

In sleep a king, but, waking, no such matter. 

* Steevens conjectures tliat this is an allusion to L’r. Dee’s 
pretended intercourse with a familiur spirit* 
s jFtTd — gave the last polish. 
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LXXXVIII. 

Wlien thou shalf; be dispos’d to set me light, 

And place my merit in the eye of scorn, 

Upon thy side against myself I 'll fight, 

And prove tliee virtuous, though thou art forsworn. 
With mine own weakness being best acquainted, 
U{M)n thy part I can set down a story 
Of faults conceal’d, wherein I am attainted; 

Tliat thou, in losing me, shall win much glory : 
And I by this will be a gainer too; 

I^or bending all my loving tlioughts on thee, 

The injuries that to myself 1 do, 

Doing tliee vantage, double- vantage me. 

Such is my love, to thee I so belong, 

That for thy right myself will bear all wrong. 

LXXXIX. 

Say that thou didst forsake me for some fault, 

Ami I will comment iqioii that offence : 

Speak of my lameness, and I straight will halt , 
Against thy reasons making no defence. 

Thou canst not, love, disgrace me half so ill, 

To set a form upon desired change, 

As I ’ll myself disgrace : knowing thy will, 

1 will acquaintance strangle, and look strange : 

Be absent from thy walks ; and in my tongue 
Tliy sweet- beloved name no more shall dwell ; 
Lest I (too much profane) should do it wrong, 

And haply of our old acquaintance tell. 

For thee, against myself I ’ll vow debate, 

For I must ne’er love him whom tliou dost hate. 


xc. 

Then hate me when thou wilt; if ever, now; 
Now while the world is bent my deeds to cross, 
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Join with the spite of fortune, make me bow, 

And do not drop in for an after-loss : 

Ah ! do not, when my heart hath scap’d this sorrow 
Come in the rearward of a conquer’d woe ; 

Give not a windy night a rainy morrow, 

To linger out a purpos’d overt! i row. 

If thou wilt leave me, do not leave me last. 

When other petty griefs have done their spite, 

But in the onset come ; so shall I taste 
At first the very worst of fortune’s might ; 

And other strains of woo, which now seem woo. 
Compar'd with loss of thee will not seem so. 

xci. 

Some glory in their birth, some in tlieir skill, 

Some in their wealth, gome in tlieir body's force; 
Some in their garments, though new-fangled ill ; 

Some in their hawks and hounds, some in their horse ; 
And every humour hath his adjunct pleasure. 
Wherein it finds a joy above the rest ; 

But these particulars are not my measure. 

All these 1 better in one general best. 

Thy love is better than higli birth to me, 

Richer than wealth, prouder than garments' cost. 

Of more delight than hawks or horses be ; 

And, having thee, of all men's pride 1 boast. 
Wretched in this alone, that thou mayst take 
All this away, and me most wretched make. 

XCII. 

But do thy worst to steal thyself away. 

For teitn of life thou art assured mine ; 

And life no longer than tliy love will stay. 

For it depends upon that love of thine. 

Then need I not to fear the worst of wrongs, 

When in the least of them my life hath end. 



SONNEtS. 


K8 

I see a better state to me belongs 
Than that which on thy humour doth depend. 
Thou canst not vex me with inconstant mind, 
Since that my life on thy revolt doth lie. 

O what a happy title do I find, 

Happy to have thy love, happy to die ! 

But what ’s so blessed-fair that fears no blot ?— 
Thou mayst be false, and yet I know it not : 

XCIII. 

So shall I live, supposing thou art true, 

Like a deceived husband ; so love's face 
May still seem love to me, though alter’d-new; 
Tliy looks witii me, thy heart in otlier place : 

For there can live no hatred in thine eye, 

Therefore in that I cannot know thy change. 

In many’s looks the false heart's history 
Is writ, in moods and frowns and wrinkles strange; 
But Heaven in tliy creation did decree 
That in tliy face sweet love should ever dwell ; 
Whate’er thy thoughts or thy heart's workings be. 
Thy looks should nothing thence but sweetness tell. 
How like Eve’s apple doth thy beauty grow, 

If thy sweet virtue answer not thy show i 

xciv. 

They that have power to hurt and will do none, 
That do not do the tiling they most do show, 

'Wlio, moving others, are themselves as stone, 
Unmoved, cold, and to temptation slow ; 

They rightly do inherit Heaven's graces, 

And husband nature's riches from expense ; 

They are the lords and owners of their faces, 

Others but stewards of their excellence. 

The summer's flower is to the summer sweet, 
Though to itself it only live and die; 
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But if that flower with base infection meet, 

The basest weed outbraves his dignity : 

For sweetest things tarn sourest by their deeds ; 
Lilies that fester smell far worse than weeds. 

xcv. 

How sweet and lovely dost thou make the shame, 
Which, like a canker in the fragrant rose, 

Doth spot the beauty of thy budding name ! 

O, in what sweets dost thou thy sins enclose ! 
That tongue that tells the story of thy days, 
Making lascivious comments on thy sport, 

Cannot dispraise but in a kind of praise ; 

Naming thy name blesses an ill report. 

0, what a mansion have those vices got 
Which for their habitation chose out lliec ! 

Where beauty’s veil doth cover every blot, 

And all things turn to fair, that eyes can see ! 
Take heed, dear heart, of this large privilege ; 
The hardest knife ill-used doth lose his edge. 

xcvi. 

Some say, thy fault is youth, some wantonness ; 
Some say, thy grace is youth and gentle sport ; 
Both grace and faults are lov’d of more and less : 
Thou mak’st faults graces that to thee resort. 

As on the finger of a throned queen 
The basest jewel will be well esteem’d ; 

So are those errors that in thee are seen 
To truths translated, and for true things deem'd. 
How many lambs might the stem wolf betray, 

If like a lamb he could his lor)ks translate ! 

How many gazers mightst thou lead away, 

If thou wouldst use the strength of all thy stale! 
But do not so ; I love thee in such sort. 

As, thou being mine, mine is thy good report. 
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xcvii. 

How like a winter hath my absence been 
From thee, the pleasure of the fleetinj^ year ! 

What freezings have I felt, what dark days seen! 

W^hat old Decemlxjr’s bareness everywhere ! 

And yet this time remov’d® was summer’s time ; 

The teeming autumn, big with rich increase, 

Bearing the wanton burden of the prime, 

Like widow'd wombs after their lords’ decease : 

Yet tins abundant issue seem'd to me 
But hope of orphans, and unfather’d fruit ; 

For summer and his pleasures wait on thee, 

Anti, thou away, the very binls are mute ; 

Or, if they sing, 't is with so dull a cheer, 

Tliat leaves look pale, dreading the winter ’s near. 

XCVIII. 

From you have I been absent in the spring, 

When proud-pied April, dress’d in all his trim, 

Hath put a spirit of youth in everything, 

Tliat heavy Saturn laugh’d and leap’d with him. 

Yet nor the lays of birds, nor the sweet smell 
Of difl’erent flowers in odour and in hue, 

Could make me any summer’s story tell, 

Or from their proud lap pluck them where they 
grew ; 

Nor did I wonder at the lilies white, 

Nor praise the deep vermilion in the rose ; 

They were but sweet, but figures of delight, 

Drawn after you, you pattern of all those. 

Yet seem’d it winter still, and, you away, 

As with your shadow I with these did play : 

* Malone explains this os, * ** Tliis time in which I was remote 

or nhaent from thee/ 
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XCIX. 

The forward violet thus did I chide ; — 

Sweet thief, whence didst thou steal thy sweet that smells, 
If not from my love's breath ? The purple pride 
Which on thy soft cheek for complexion dwells, 

In my love’s veins thou hast too grossly dy’d. 

The lily I condemned for thy hand, 

And buds of marjoram had stolen tliy hair : 

The roses fearfully on thorns did stand, 

One blushing shame, another white despair ; 

A third, nor red nor white, had stolen of both. 

And to his robbery had annex’d thy breath ; 

But for his theft, in pride of all his growth 
A vengeful canker eat him up to death. 

More flowers I noted, yet 1 none could see, 

But sweet or colour it had stolen from thee. 

c. 

Where art thou, Muse, that thou forgett’st so long 
To speak of that which gives thee all thy might? 
Spend’st thou thy fury on some worthless song, 
Darkening thy power, to lend base subjects light? 
Return, forgetful Muse, and straight redeem 
In gentle numbers time so idly siient ; 

Sing to the ear tliat doth thy lays esteem 
And gives thy pen both skill and argument. 

Rise, restive Muse, my love’s sweet face survey. 

If Time have cany wrinkle graven there ; 

If any, be a satire to decay. 

And make Time’s spoils despised everywhere. 

Give my love fame faster than Time wastes life; 

So thou prevent’st his scythe and crooked knife. 

ci. 

O truant Muse, what shall be thy amends 
For thy neglect of truth in beauty dy’d ? 
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Both truth and beauty on my love depends ; 

So dost thou too, and therein dignified. 

Mahe answer, Muse : wilt thou not haply say, 

Truth needs no colour with his colour tixM, 

Beauty no pencil, beauty’s truth to lay ; 

But best is best, it' never intermix’d ?” — 

Because he needs no praise, wilt thou be dumb ? 
Excuse not silence so ; for it lies in thee 
To make him much outlive a gilded tomb, 

And to be prais’d of ages yet to be. 

Then do thy office, Muse ; I teach thee how 
To make him seem long iience as he shows now. 

CII. 

My love is strengtlien'd, thougli more weak in seeming 
1 love not less, though less the show appear ; 

That love is merchandiz’d, whose rich esteeming 
The owner s tongue doth publish everywhere. 

Our love was new, and then but in the spring, 

Wlien 1 was wont to greet it with my lays j 
As Philomel in summer’s front doth sing. 

And stops his pipe in growth of rij^er days ; 

Not that the summer is less pleasant now 

Tlian when her mournful hymns did hush the night, 

But tliat wild music burtiiens every bough, 

And sweets grown common lose their dear delight. 
Therefore, like her, I sometime hold my tongue, 
Because I would not dull you with ray song. 

cm. 

Alack ! what poverty my muse brings fijith. 

That having such a scope to show her pride, 

Tlie argument, all bare, is of more worth, 

Than when it hath my added praise t)€8id€. 

() blame me not if 1 no more can write ! 

Look in your glass, and there appears a face 
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That, over-goes my blunt invention quite, 

Dulling my lines, and doing me disgrace. 

Were it not sinful then, striving to mend, 

To mar the subject that before was well ? 

For to no otlier ])a8s my verses tend, 

Than of your graces and your gifts to tell ; 

And more, much more, than in my verse can sit, 
Your own glass shows you, when you look in it. 

CIV. 

To me, fair friend, you never can be old, 

For as you were when first your eye I ey'd, 

Such seems your beauty still. Three winters’ cold 
Have from the forests shook three summers’ pride j 
Tliree beauteous springs to yellow autumn turn’d 
In process of the seasons have I seen ; 

Tliree April perfumes in three hot Junes burn’d, 
Since first I saw you fresh, which yet are green. 

Ah ! yet doth beauty, like a dial hand, 

Steal from his figure, and no pace jierceiv’d ; 

So your sweet hue, which methinks still doth stand, 
Hath motion, and mine eye may be deceiv’d. 

For fear of which, hear this, thou age unbred, 

Ere you were born, was beauty’s summer dead. 

cv. 

Let not my love be call'd idolatry. 

Nor my beloved as an idol sliow, 

Since all alike my songs and praises Ije, 

To one, of one, still such, and ever so. 

Kind is my love to-day, to-morrow kind. 

Still constant in a wondrous excellence ; 

Therefore my verse, to constancy confin'd, 

One thing expressing, leaves out diflerence. 

Fair, kind, and true, is all my argument, 

Fair, kind, and true, varying to other words ; 
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And in this change is my invention spent, 

Three themes in one, wliich wondrous scope affords. 
Fair, kind, and true, have often liv’d alone, 
Which tliree, till now, never kept seat in one. 

cvi. 

When in the chronicle of wasted time 
I see descriptions of the fairest wights, 

And beauty making beautiful old rhyme. 

In praise of ladies dead and lovely knights, 

Then in tlie blazon of sweet beauty's best. 

Of band, of foot, of lip, of eye, of brow, 

I see tlieir antique pen would have express'd 
Even such a beauty as you master now. 

So all their praises are but prophecies 
Of this our time, alt you prefiguring; 

And, for they Itwk'd but with divining eyes, 

They had not skill enough your worth to sing : 

For we, w'hich now behold these present days, 
Have eyes to wonder, but lack tongues to praise. 

evil. 

Not mine own fears, iior the prophetic soul 
Of the wide world dreaming on things to come, 

Can yet the lease of my true love contiul, 

Suppos'd as forfeit to a confin'd doom. 

The mortal moon liath her eclipse endur’d. 

And the sad augurs mock their ow'ii presage ; 
Incertainties now crown themselves assur’d. 

And peace proclaims olives of endless age. 

Now with the drops of this most balmy time 
My love looks fresh, and Death to me subscribes^* 
Since spite of him I *11 live in this poor rhyme^ 
While he insults o'er dull and sjieecbless tribei. 

■ S'tt&scn’&ej.-submits^kQOwledges as a superior. 
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And thou in this shalt find thy monument^ 

When tyrants’ crests and tombs of brass are spent. 

CVIII. 

What ’s in the brain that ink may character, 

Which hath not figur’d to thee my true spirit ? 

What ’s new to speak, what now to register, 

That may express my love, or thy dear merit ? 
Nothing, sweet boy; but yet, like prayers divine, 

I must each day say o’er the very same ; 

Counting no old thing old, thou mine, I thine. 

Even as when first I hallow'd thy fair name. 

So that eternal love in love’s fresh case 
Weighs not the dust and injury of age, 

Nor gives to necessary wrinkles place. 

But makes antiquity for aye his page ; 

Finding the first conceit of love there bred, 

Where time and outward form would show it 
dead. 


cix. 

0, never say that I was false of heart, 

Though absence seem’d my flame to qualify ! 
As easy might 1 from myself depart, 

As from my soul, which in thy breast doth lie ; 
That is my home of love : if I have rang'd, 

Like him that travels, I return again ; 

Just to the time, not with the time exchang’d, — 
So that myself bring water for my stain. 

Never l)elieve, though in my nature reign'd 
All frailties that besiege all kinds of blood. 

That it could so preposterously be stain'd. 

To leave for nothing all thy sum of good ; 

For nothing this wide universe 1 call, 

Save thou, my rose ; in it thou art my all. 
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cx. 

Alas, \ is true, I have gone here arul there, 

And made myself a motley® to the view, 

Gor'd'* mine own thoughts, sold cheap what is most 
dear, 

Made old oflences of affections new. 

Most true it is, that I liave look’d on truth 
Askance and strangely ; but, by all above, 

These blenches gave my heart another youth, 

And worse essays prov'd thee my best of love. 

Now all is done, have** what shall have no end ; 

Mine aj)petite I never more will grind 
On newer proof, to try an older friend, 

A God in love, to whom I am confin'd. 

Then give me w' el come, next my heaven the l^cst, 
Kvcn to thy pure and most most loving breast. 

CXI. 

O, for my sake do you with Fortune chide, 

The guilty goddess of my harmful deeds, 

That did not better fur my life provide, 

Than public means, which public manners breeds. 
Thence comes it that my name receives a brand, 

And almost thence my nature is subdued 
To what it works in, like the dyer's hand : 

Pity me then, and wish I were renew'd ; 

" MoUvy was the dress of the domestic fool, or jester ; and 
thus the buffoon himself came to be called o mothy, 

(im'd — wounded. 

« deviations. 

d //«tw. This is the word of the old copy. The reading of 
all modern editions is— 

“ Now all is done, save what shall have no end.*’ 

*' Now all is done” clearly applbn. to the hlencJies, the worse 
essays ; but the poet then adds, *' have thou what shall have no 
end,” — my constant affection, my undivided friendship. 
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Whilst, like a willing patient, I will drink 
Potions ofeysell,* ’gainst my strong infection 
No bitterness that I will bitter think, 

Nor double penance, to correct correction. 

Pity me then, dear friend, and I assure ye. 

Even that your pity is enough to cure me. 

cxii. 

Your love and pity doth the impression fill 
Which vulgar scandal stamp’d upon my brow ; 

For what care I who calls me well or ill, 

So you o’ergreen my bad, my good allow 
You are my all-the-world, and I must strive 
To know my shames and praises from your tongue; 
None else to me, nor I to none alive, 

That my steel’d sense or changes, right or wrong. 

In so profound abysm I throw all care 
Of other’s voices, that rny adder’s sense 
To critic and to flatterer stopped are. 

Mark how with my neglect 1 do dispense : — 

You are so strongly in my purpose bred, 

That all the world besides methinks are dead. 

CXIII. 

Since I left you, mine eye is in my mind ; 

And that which governs me to go about 
Doth part hU function, and is partly blind, 

Seems seeing, but effectually is out ; 

For it no form delivers to the heart 

Of bird, of flower, or 8ha|)e, which it doth latch ;® 

Of his quick objects hath the mind no part. 

Nor his own vision holds what it doth catch ; 

For if it see the rud'st or gentlest sight, 

The most sweet favour, or deformed’st creature, 

■ -vinegar. b approve. 

« Latch signifies to lay hold of. Fawsr— countenance. 
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The mountain or the sea, the clay or night, 

The crow, or dove, it shapes them to your feature. 
Incapable of more, replete with you, 

My most true mind thus maketh mine untrue. • 

cxiv. 

Or whether doth my mind, being crown’d with you, 
Drink up the monarch’s plague, this flattery, 

Or wliether sliall 1 say mine eye saith true, 

And (bat your love taught it this alchymy, 

To make of monsters and things indigest 
Such cherubins as your sweet self resemble, 

Creating every bad a perfect best, 

As fast as objects to his beams assemble'? 

O, ’t is the flrst ; ’t is flattery in my seeing, 

And xny great mind most kingly drinks it up: 

Mine eye well knows what with his gust is ’greeing, 
And to his palate doth prepare the cup : 

If it be poison’d, ’t is the lesser sin 
Tiiat mine eye loves it, and doth first begin. 

cxv. 

Those lines that I before have writ, do lie; 

Even those that said I could not love you dearer; 
Yet then my judgment knew no reason why 
My most full flame should afterwards burn clearer. 
But reckoning time, whose million'd accidents 
Creep in 'twixt vows, and change decrees of kings, 
Tan sacred beauty, blunt the sharpest intents, 

Divert strong minds to the course of altering things; 
Alas ! why, fearing of Time's tyranny. 

Might I not tlien say, “ Now 1 love you best,*’ 
When I was certain o’er incertainty', 

Crowning tlie present, doubting of the rest ? 

Love is a babe ; then might I not say so. 

To give full growth to that which still doth grow 9 


• t’ntmo is hysrc used a» a substantive. 
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CXVI. 

Let me not to the njarriage of true minds 
Admit impediments. Love is not love 
Which alters when it alteration finds, 

Or bends with the remover to remove : 

O no ; it is an ever-fixed mark, 

That looks on tem|)ests, and is never sliaken ; 

It is the star to every wandering bark, 

Whose worth ’s unknown, although Ids height be taken. 
Love ’s not Time’s fool, thougli rosy lips and cheeks 
Within his bending sickle’s compass come ; 

Love alters not with his brief hours and weeks, 

But l)ears it out even to the edge of doom. 

If this be error, and upon me })rov’d, 

I never writ, nor no man ever lov’d, 

CXVII. 

Accuse me thus ; that I have scanted all 
Wherein I should your great deserts repay*, 

Forgot upon your dearest love to call, 

Whereto all bonds do tie me day by day ; 

That I have frequent been with unknown mind*, 

And given to time your own dear-purchas’d right ; 

That I have hoisted sail to all the winds 

Which should transjx)rt me farthest from your sighh 

Book both my wilfulness and errors down, 

And on just proof surmise accumulate, 

Bring me within the level of your frown, 

But shoot not at me in your waken’d hale : 

Since ray appeal says, I did strive to prove 
The constancy and virtue of your love. 

CXVIII. 

Like as, to make our apjietites more keen, 

With eager* compounds we our palate urge; 

• JSoffer-^our ; the French 
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As, to prevent our maladies unseen, 

We sicKeti to shun siclcness, when we purg-e ; 

Even 80 , being full of your ne’er-cloying sweetness, 
To bitter sauces did I frame my feeding, 

And, sick of welfare, found a kind of meetness 
To be diseas’d, ere tliat there was true needing. 

Thus policy in love, to anticipate 

The ills that were not, grew to faults assured. 

And brought to medicine a healthful state, 

Which, rank of goodness, would by ill be cured. 
But tlience I learn, and tiiid the lesson true, 
Drugs poison him tliat so fell sick of you. 

CXIX. 

What potions have I drunk of Syren (cars, 

Distill d from limbecs foul as hell within. 

Applying fears to hopes, and hopes to fears, 

Still losing when I saw myself to win! 

What wretched errors hath my heart committed, 
Whilst it Imth thought itself so blessed never ! 

How have mine eyes out of their spheres been litted,* 
In the distraction of this madding fever I 
O benefit of ill ! now I find true 
That better is by evil still made better ; 

And ruin’d love, wlien it is built anew, 

Grows fairer than at first, more strong, far greater. 
So I return rebuk’d to my content, 

And gain by ill thrice more than I iiave spent. 


That you were once unkind, befriends me now, 
And for that sorrow, which I then did feel, 
Needs must I under my transgression bow, 
Unless iny nerves were brass or liammer'd steel. 
For if you were by my unkindness shaken, 

As 1 by yours, you have pass'd a hell of time; 

-Fitterf— subjected to fits. 
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And I, a tyrant, have no leisure taken 
To weigh how once I suffer’d in your crime. 

0 that our night of woe might have remember’d* 

My deepest sense, how hard true sorrow hits, 

And goon to you, as you to me, then tender’d 
The humble salve which wounded bosoms fits I 

But that your trespass now becomes a fee ; 

Mine ransoms yours, and yours must ransom me. 

CXXl. 

is better to be vile than vile esteem’d, 

When not to be receives reproach of being, 

And the just pleasure lost, which is so deem’d 
Not by our feeling, but by othei^' seeing. 

For why should others’ false adulterate eyes 
Give salutation to my B|)ortive blood? 

Or on my frailties why are frailer spies. 

Which in their wills count bad what I tliink gootl? 
No.— I am that I am ; and they that level 
At my abuses, reckon up their own : 

1 may be straight, though tliey themselves be l>evel j'* 
By their rank thoughts my deeds. must not be shown j 

Unless this general evil they maintain, — 

All men are bad, and in their badiiess reign. 

CXXII. 

Thv gift, thy tabl^ are within my brain 
Full character’d with lasting memory, 

Which shall above that idle rank remain, 

Beyond all date, even to eternity : 

Ox:at the least so long as brain and heart 
fiave faculty by nature to subsist ; 

Till each to raz’d oblivion yield his part 
Of thee, thy record never can be mii^d. 

• Emsm&er*d--raxiinded. *> Bevel— h&aX in an fuigle. 

BUF. VOL. M 
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That poor retention could not so much hold,* 

Nor need I tallies tliy dear love to score ; 

Therefore to give them from me was 1 bold, 

To trust those tables tliat receive thee more s 
To keep an adjunct to remember thee, 

Were to import forgetfulness in me. 

CXXIII. 

No ! Time, thou slialt not boast that I do change : 

Thy pyramids built up with newer might 
To me are nothing novel, nothing strange ; 

They are but dressings of a former sight. 

Our dates are brief, and therefore we admire 
Wlmt thou dost foist ui)on us that is old ; 

And rather make them born to our desire, 

Than think that we before have heard them told. 

Thy registers ai:)d thee I both defy, 

Not wondering at the present nor the past; 

For thy records and wtiat we see do lie, 

Made more or less by thy c<»)tinual liaste : 

This 1 do vow, and tins sliall ever be, 

1 will be true, despite thy scythe and thee ; 

cxxiv. 

If my dear love were but the child of state, 

It might for Fortune s liastard be unfather’d, 

As subject to Time’s love, or to Time’s hate, 

Weeds among weeds, or flowers with flowers gather’d. 
No, it was builded far from accident; 

It suffers not in smiling pomp, nor falls 
Under the blow of tbia^l^ discontent, 

Whereto the inviting time pur foshion calls ; 

• Malone save, ** That poor ratmtion la the table-book glvwi 

to him by bis friend, tncapable of retaining, or ratbm of 
ooptaialng, to much aa the ublet of the brain,” 
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It fears not policy, tliat heretic, 

Which works on leases of short-number’d hours, 

But all alone stands hugely politic, 

Tliat it nor grows with heat, nor drowns with sliowers. 
To this I witness call the fools of time, 

Which die for goodness, who have liv'd for crime. 

cxxv. 

Were it aught to me I bore the canopy. 

With my extern the outward honouring, 

Or laid great bases for eternity, 

Which prove more short than waste or ruining i 
Have 1 not seen dwellers on form and favour 
Lose all, and more, by paying t(K) much rent, 

For com|K>un(l sweet foiegoing simple savour. 

Pitiful thrivers, in their gazing sjieiit? 

No ; — let me be obsequious in thy heart. 

Anti take thou my oblation, poor but free. 

Which is not mix'd witli seconds * knows no art. 

But mutual render, only me for thee. 

Hence, thovi suborn’d infonner ! a true soul, 

When most im|)each'd, stands least in tliy control. 

CXXVI. 

O thou, my lovely Iwy, who in thy power 
Dost hold Time’s fickle glass, his siclcle, hour; 

Who hast by waning grown, and therein show’s! 

Thy lovers withering, as thy sweet self grow s! ! 

If Nature, sovereign mistress over wrack, 

As thou goest onwards, still will pluck thee back, 

She keeps thee to this purpose^ tliat her skill 
May time disgrace, and wretched minutes kill. 

Yet fear her, 0 thou minion of her pleasure ; 

She may detain, but not still keep her treasure : 

* Becondt. The poet's fHend has his chief oblation; no 
or inferior persons, are mixed up with his tribute of 
affecttou. 
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Her audit, though delay’d, answer’d must be, 

And her quietus is to render thee. 

CXXVIl. 

In the old age black was not counted fair, 

Or if it were, it bore not l)eauty’s name; 

But now is black beauty’s successive lieir, 

And beauty slander’d with a bastard simme : 

For since each hand hath put on nature’s j)ower, 
Fairing the foul with art’s false borrow’d face, 

Sweet beauty hath no name, no holy hour. 

But is profan’d, if not lives in disgrace. 

Tlierefore my mistress’ eyes are raven black, 

Her eyes so suited ; and they mourners seem 
At such, who, not bom fair, no beauty lack. 
Slandering creation witli a false esteem : 

Yet so they mourn, becoming of tlieir woe, 

That every tongue says, l)eauty should look so. 

CXXVIII. 

How oft, when thou, my music, music play ’it, 
that blessed wood whose motion sounds 
W ith thy sweet fingers, when thou gently sway’st 
The wiry concord tliat mine ear confounds, 

Do I envy those jacks,*' that nimble leap 
To kiss the tender inward of thy hand. 

Whilst my poor lips, which should tliat harvest reap, 
At the wo^’s boltmess by thee blushing stand ! 

To be so tickled, they would change their state 
And situation with those dancing chi{>g, 

O’er whom thy fingers walk with gentle gait, 

Mak'ing dead wood more bless'd tl^ living lips. 

Since saucy jacks so happy are in this, 

Give them thy fingers, me thy lipe to kiss. 

* jraefts— ‘the tmsU hammers, moved by tlie keys, wokh 
strike the strings of a virglual. 
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The expense of spirit in a waste of shame 
Is lust in action ; and till action, lust 
Is peijur’d, murderous, bloody, full of blame, 

Savage, extreme, rude, cruel, not to trust ; 

Enjoy d no sooner, but desijised straight ; 

Past reason hunted ; and no sooner liad, 

Past reason hated, as a swallow'd bait, 

On purpose laid to make tlie taker mad ; 

Mad in pursuit, and in possession so ; 

Had, having, and in quest to have, extreme ; 

A bliss in proof, — and jirov’d, a very woe ; 

Before, a joy propos’d ; btOiind, a dream : 

All this tlie world well knows; yet none knows well 
To shun the heaven that leads men to this hell. 

cxxx. 

My mistress eyes are nothing like the sun ; 

Coral is tar more red than her lips’ red ; 

If snow be white, why then her breasts are dun ; 

If hairs lie wires, black wires grow on her heati. 

I have seen roses damask’d, red and white, 

But no 811 cli roses see 1 in her cheeks ; 

And in some perfumes is there more delight 
Than in tlie breath that from my mistress reeks. 

I love to hear her sjieak, — yet well I know 
Tliat music hath a far more pleasing sound ; 

1 grant I never saw a goddess go, — 

My mistress, when she walks, treads on the ground 
And yet, by Heaven, I think my love as rare 
As any she belied with false coin^iare. 

CXXXI. 

TIm)u art as tyrannous, so as thou art, 

As those whose beauties proudly make tliem crud ; 
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For well thou Itnow’st to my dear doting heart 
Thou art the fairest and most precious jewel. 

Yet, in good faith, some say that thee behold, 

Thy face liath not the power to make love groan ; 
To say they err, I dare not be so bold, 

Although I swear it to myself alone. 

And, to l>e sure that is not false 1 swear, 

A thousand groans, but thinking on thy face, 

One on another's neck, do witness bear 
Thy black is fairest in my judgment's place. 

In nothing art thou black, save in thy deeds, 
And tlience tliis slander, os 1 tliink, proceed*. 

CXXXII. 

Thine eyes I love, and they, as pitying me, 
Knowing thy heart, torment me with disdain ; 
Have put on black, and loving mourners be, 
Looking with pretty ruth upon my jmin. 

And truly not the morning sun of heaven 
Better becomes the grey cheeks of the east, 

Nor that flill star that ushers in the even 
Doth half that glory to the sober west. 

As those two mourning eyes become thy face ; 

O, let it then as well beseem thy heart 
To mourn for me, since mourning doth thee graoi^ 
And suit thv pity like in every part. 

Then will I swear beauty herself is black, 

And all they foul that thy complexion lack. 

CXXXIXX. 

Beshrew tlxat heart that makes my heart to groan 
For that deep wound it gives my friend and mt ! 
Is ’t not enough to torture roe alone. 

But slave to slavery my sweet’st friend must be f 
Me from myself thy cruel eye hath taken, 

And my next self thou harder hast engross'd ; 





Of him, myself, and thee, 1 am fbrsokiAi $ 

A torment thrice three*fold thus to be cross'd. 
Prison my heart in ihy steel lyosom's ward. 

But tlien my friend's heart let my ]X}or heart bail 
Who e'er keeps me, let my heart be his guard } 
Thou const not then use rigour in my gaol : 

And yet thou wilt j for I, being pent in thee, 
Perforce am tliine, and all that is in me. 

cxxxiv. 

So now I have confess'd that he is thine, 

And I myself am mortgag’d to thy will ; 

Myself I ’ll forfeit, so that other mine 
Thou wilt restore, to be my comfort still : 

But thou wilt not, nor he will not Ije free, 

For thou art covetous, and he is kind ! 

He leam'd but, surety-like, to write for me, 
Under that bond that him as fast doth bind. 

The statute • of thy beauty thou wilt take, 

Thou usurer, that putt’st forth all to use, 

And sue a friend, came debtor for my sake ; 

So him I lose through my unkind abuse. 

Him have 1 lost ; thou hast l>oth him and me; 
He pays tlie whole, and yet am 1 not free. 

cxxxv. 

Whoever hath her wish, thou hast thy will. 

And will to boot, and will in over-plus; 

Mure than enough am I tliat vex thee still. 

To thy sweet will making addition thus. 

Wilt diou, whose will is large and spacious, 

Not once vouchsafe to hide my will in thine 9 
Shall will in others seem right gracious, 

And in my will no fair acceptance shine 9 


Statute— security, or ohligsUoa. 
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The sea, all water, yet receives rain still, 

And in abundance addeth to his store; 

So thou, being rich in will, add to thy will 
One will of mine, to make thy large will more. 

Let no unkind, no fair beseechcrs kill ; 

Think all but one, and me in that one WiJL 

CXXXVI. 

If thy soul check thee that I come so near, 

Swear to thy blind soul that I was thy Willy 
And will, thy soul knows, is admitted there; 

Thus far for love, my love-suit, sweet, fultil. 

Will will fulfil tlje treasure of thy love, 

Ay, fill it full with wills, and rny will one, 

In things of great receipt with ease we prove ; 

Among a number one is reckon’d none. 

Tlien in the number let me imss untold. 

Though in thy stores’ account I one must be; 

For notliing hold me, so it please thee hold 
That nothing me, a something sweet to thee : 

Make but my name thy love, and love that still. 

And then thou lov’st me, — for my name is Will. 

CXXXVII. 

Tliou blind fool, Love, what dost thou to mine eyei^ 
That tliey beliold, and see not what they see ? 

They know what beauty is, see where it lies, 

Yet w'liat tlie lMi!st is, take the worst to be. 

If eyes, comipt by over-|)artial looks, 

Be anchor’d in the hay where all men ride, 

Why of eyes’ falsehootl hast thou forged hooks, 

Whereto the judgment of my heart is tietl i 
Why should my heart think that a several plot, 

Which my heart knows the wide world's common placet 
Or mine eyes, seeing this, say this U not, 

To put fair truth upon so foul a face 9 
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In things right true my heart and eyes have err'd, 
And to this false plague are they now transferred. 

cxxxviii. 

When my love swears tliat she is made of truth, 

I do believe her, tliougii 1 know she lies ; 

That she might think me some untutor’d youth, 
Unlearned in tlie world’s false subtilties. 

Thus vainly thinking that she thiitks rne young, 
Although she knows my days are i)ast tlie best, 

Simply 1 credit her false-stjcaking tongue ; 

On both sides thus is simple truth suj)j)re8t. 

But wherefore says she not she is unjust f 
And wherefore say not I that I am old f 
O, love’s best habit is in seeming trust. 

And age in love loves not to have years told : 

Therefore I lie with her, and she with me, 

And in our faults by lies we tiatler’d be. 

CXXXIX. 

O, call not me to justify the wrong 
That tliy unkinclness lays ujwn my heart ; 

Wound me not with thme eye, but with thy tongue ; 
Use power with power, and slay me not by art. 

Tell rne thou lov'st elsewhere ; but in my sight. 

Dear heart, forbear to glance thine eye asiue. 

Wliat need’st thou wound with cunning, when thy might 
Is more than iny o’erpress’d defence can 'bide i 
Let me excuse thee : ah I my love well knows 
Her pretty looks have lieen mine enemies ; 

And therefore from my face she turns my foes, 

That they elsewhere might dart tiieir injuries ; 

Yet do not so ; but since 1 am near slain, 

Kill me outright with looks, and rid my pain. 

CXL. 

Be wise as thou art cniel ; do not press 
My tongue-tied patience with too much di^liLm ^ 
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Lest sorrow lend me words, and words express 
The manner of my pity-wanting |min. 

If I might teacli thee wit. better it were, 

Though not to love, yet, love, to tell me so ; 

(As testy sick men, when their deaths be near, 

No news but health from their physicians know ;) 

For, if I should despair, I should grow mad, 

And in my madness might speak ill of thee : 

Now this ill-wresting world is grown so bad, 

Mad slanderers by mad ears believed be. 

That I may not be so, nor thou belied. 

Bear thine eyes straight, though thy proud heart go 
wide. 

CXLI. 

In faith Ido not love thee with mine eyes. 

For they in thee a thousand errors note ; 

Bv\t ’t is my heart that loves what they despise. 

Who in de8j)ite of view is pleas'd to dote. 

Nor are mine ears with thy tongue’s tune delighted j 
Nor tender feeling, to base touches prone. 

Nor taste nor smell, desire to be invited 
To any sensual feast with thee alone : 

But my five wits, nor my five senses can 
Dissuade one foolish heart from serving thee, 

Who leaves unsway’d the likeness of a man. 

Thy proud heart’s slave and vassal wretch to be : 

Only my plagxie thus far I count my gain, 

That she that makes me sin, awards me pain. 

CXLII. 

Love is my sin, and tliy dear virtue hate, 

Hate of my sin, grounded on sinful loving : 

O, hut with mine comjmre thou thine own state, 

And thou shalt find it merits not reproving; 

Or, if it do, not from those lips of thine, 

Tliat Imve prt)fan’d their scarlet oniaments, 

And seal’d false bonds of love as oft as mine * 

Robb’d others’ beds’ revenues of their rente. 
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Be it lawful I love thee, as thou lov’st those 
Whom thine eyes woo as mine importune thee : 
Hoot pity in thy heart, that, when it grows, 

Thy pity may deserve to pitied l>e. 

If thou dost seek to have what thou dost hide, 
By self-example mayst thou be denied ! 

OXLlll. 

Lo, as a careful housewife runs to catch 
One of her feather’d creatures broke away, 

Sets down her babe, and makes all swift despatch 
In pursuit of the thing she would have stay ; 
Whilst her neglected child holds her in chace, 
Cries to catch her whose busy care is bent 
To follow that which flies before her face. 

Not prizing her jxwr infant’s discontent ; 

So runn’st thou after that wliich flies from thee. 
Whilst I thy babe chase thee afar behind ; 

But if thou catch thy ho})e, turn back to me, 

And play the mother’s mrt, kiss me, be kind : 

So will I pray that tiiou mayst have thy Will^ 
If thou turn back, and my loud crying still. 

CXI.IV. 

Two loves I have of comfort and despair, 

Which like two spirits do suggest* me still ; 

The better angel is a man right fair, 

The worser spirit a woman, colour’d ill. 

To win me soon to hell, my female evil 
Tempteth my better angel from my side, 

And would corrupt mv saint to be a devil. 
Wooing his purity with her foul pride. 

And whether that my angel be turn’d fiend, 
Suspect I may, yet not directly tell ; 

But Iteing bo^ from me, both to each friend, 

I guess one angel in another's hell. 


• tempt. 
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Yet this shall I ne’er know, but live in doubtp 
Till my bad angel fire my good one out. 

CXLV. 

Those lips that Love’s own band did make 
Breatli'd forth the sound that said, “ I hate,” 

To me that languish’d for her sake : 

But when she saw my woeful state, 

Straight in her heart did mercy come. 

Chiding that tongue, that ever sweet 
Was used in giving gentle doom ; 

And taught it tiius anew to greet : 

“ I hate,” slic alter’d with an end, 

That follow’d it as gentle day 
Doth follow night, who like a fiend 
From heaven to hell is flown away. 

“ I hate” from hate away she threw, 

And sav’d my life, saying — “ not you.” 

CXLVl. 

Poor soul, the centre of my sinful earth, 

Fool'd by those rebel jwwers that tliee array, 

Why dost thou pine within, and suffer dearth, 
Painting thy outward walls so costly gay? 

Why so large cost, having so short a lease, 

Dost thou upon thy fading mansion 8{>end? 

Shall worms, inheritors of this excess, 

Eat up thy charge? Is this thy Ixidy’s end? 

Then, soul, live thou upon thy servant’s loss, 

And let that pine to aggravate tliy store ; 

Buy tenns divine in selling hours of dross; 

W^ithiii be fed, without be rich no more : 

So shalt thou feed on Death, Uiat feeds on men, 
And, Death once dead, tliere 's no more dying then. 

CXLVXI. 

My love is as a fever, longing still 
For that which longer nuiseth the disease ; 
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Feeding on that wnich doth preserve the ill, 

The uncertain sickly appetite to please. 

My reason, the physician to my love, 

Angry that his prescriptions are not kept. 

Hath left me, and I desperate now approve 
Desire is death, which physic did except 
Past cure I am, now reason is past care, 

And frantic mad with evermore unrest ; 

My thoughts and my discourse as mad men’s are. 

At random from the truth vainly express'd ; 

For I have sworn thee fair, and thought thee bright, 
Who art as black as hell, as dark as night 

CXLVIII. 

O me ! what eyes hath love put in my head. 

Which have no correspondence with true sight ! 

Or, if they have, where is my judgment fled, 

That censures* falsely what they see aright i 
If that l>e fair whereon my false eyes dote, 

What means the world to say it is not so ? 

If it be not, then love doth well denote 
Love's eye is not so true as all men’s : no, 

How can it f O how can Love’s eye be true, 

That is so vex’d with watching and with tears? 

No marvel then though I mistake my view ; 

The gun itself sees not, till heaven clears. 

O cunning Love! with tears thou keep’st me blind^ 
Lest eyes well'Seeing thy foul faults should find. 

CXLIX. 

Canst thou, O cruel ! say I love thee not, 

When I, against myself, with thee partake?'’ 

Do I not think on thee, when I forgot 
Am of myself, all tyrant, for thy sake ? 

Crntfres— judges, estimates, 
b PertaAe— take part. A partaker was a confedsratft* 
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Who hRtcth thee that I do call my friend t 
On whom frown’st thou that I do fawn upon f 
Nay if thou low’rst oh me, do I not spend 
Revenge upcm myself wiUi present moan? 

What merit do I in myself respect, 

That is so proud thy service to despise. 

When all my best doth worship thy defect, 
Commanded by the motion of thine eyes t 

But, love, hate on, for now I know thy mind ; 

Those that can see thou lov'st, and I am blind. 


CL. 

O, from what power hast thou this powerful might, 
With insufficiency my heart to sway ? 

To make me give, the lie to my true sight, 

And swear that brightness doth not grace the day I 
Whence hast thou this becoming of things ill, 

That in the very refuse of thy deeds 
There is such strength and warraiitise of skil^ 
That, in my mind, thy worst all best exceeds I 
Who taught thee bow to make me love thee more, 
The more 1 hear and see just cause of hatet 
O, tlrough I love what others do abhor, 

With others thou shouldst not abhor my state ; 

If thy unworthiness rais'd love in me, 

More wortliy I to he belov’d of thee. 

CLl. 

Love is too young to know what conscience is ; 

Yet who knows not, conscience is l)orn of love ? 
Then, gentle cheater, urge not my amiss,* 

Lest guilty of my faults thy sweet self prove. 

For thou lietraying me, I do betray 
My nobler pari to my gross body's treason ; 


fault. 
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My soul doth tell my body that he may 
Triumph in love ; flesh stays no farther reason j 
But, rising at thy name, dotli point out thee 
Am his triumphant prize. Proud of this pride^ 
He is contented thy poor drudge to be, 

To stand in thy aflairs, fall by thy side. 

No want of conscience hold it ilmt I call 
Her — love, for whose dear love I rise and fall. 


CLII. 

In loving thee thou know'st I am forsworn, 

But thou art twice forsworn, to me love swearing; 
In act tby bed-vow broke, and new faith torn, 

In vowing new hate after new love bearing. 

But why of two oaths' breach do I accuse tliee, 
When I break twenty 1 1 am perjur'd most ; 

For all my vows are oaths but to misuse thee, 

And all my honest faith in thee is lost : 

For I have sworn deep oaths of thy deep kindneai^ 
Oaths of thy love, thy truth, tby constancy ; 

And, to enlighten thee, gave eyes ^o blindness, 

Or made them swear against the thing they see ; 
For 1 have sworn thee fair ; more j}erjur’d I, 

To swear, against the truth, so foul a lie ! 

CLllI. 

Cupid laid by his brand, and fell asleep ; 

A maid of Dian's this advantage found, 

And hU love-kindling fire did quickly steep 
In a cold valley-fountain of that ground ; 

Which borrowed from this holy fire of love 
A dateless lively heat, still to endure, 

And grew a seething bath, which yet men prove 
Against strange maladies a sovereign cure. 

But at my mistress' eye liove’s brand new-fir’d. 
The boy for trial needs would touch my breast j 
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I, gick withal, the help of bath desir’d, 

And thither hied, a sad distemper’d guest, 

But found no cure : the bath for my help liei 
Where Cupid got new fire, — my mistress’ eyei. 


The little love-god, lying once asleep, 

Laid by his side his heart inflaming brand, 

Whilst many nymphs tliat vow'd chaste life to keep 

Came tripping by ; but in her maiden hand 

Tlie fairest votary took up that tire 

Which many legions of true hearts had warm’d j 

And so the general of hot desire 

Was sleeping by a virgin hand disarm’d. 

This brand she quenched in a cool well by, 

Which from Love’s fire took heat per{)etual, 
Growing a batli and healthful remedy 
For men diseas’d*, but I, my mistress’ thrall, 

Came there for cure, and this by that I proven 
Love's fire heats water, water cools not love. 


iSnli of tf)e SonneU. 
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From off a hill whose concave womb re-worded ■ 

A plaintful story from a sistering vale, 

My spirits to attend tliis double voice accorded, 

And down I laid** to list the sad-tiin’d tale ; 

Ere long espied a fickle maid full })ale, 

Tearing of j)aper8, breaking rings a-tvvain, 

Storming her world with sorrow’s wind and rain. 

Upon her head a platted hive of straw, 

Which fortified her visage from the sun, 

Whereon the thought might think sometime it saw 
The carcase of a beauty 8j)eut and done. 

Time had not scythed all that youth begun, 

Nor youth all cpiit : but, spite of Heaven’s fell rage, 
Some beauty peep'd through lattice of sear'd age. 

Oft did she heave her napkin® to her eyne, 

Which on it bad conceited characters,** 
l«aund'ring® the silken figures in the brine 
That season'd woe liad jKjlleted* in tears, 

And often reading what contents it bears; 

As often shrieking undistinguish’d woe. 

In clamours of all size, both high and low. 

• Be-tcorded — ecl»o«<!. 

b Laid, 8o ilie oriiiinal. But it is uiually more correctly 
fifinted lay. The idiumatic grammar of Shakspere's age ought 
not to be removed. 

« Ifapkin — handkerchief. 

d Conceited cAaracters— 'fanciful figures worked on the hand- 
kerchief. 

• LatmdTrmg — washing. 

' i*effe(«tf---forined into pellete, or small balls. 
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Sometimes her levell'd eyes their carriage ride, 

As they did battery to the spheres intend; 

Sometime diverted tlieir poor balls are tied 
To th’ orbed eartl» : sometimes they do extend 
Tlieir view riglit on ; anon their gazes lend 
To every place at once, and nowhere fix’d, 

The mind and sight distractedly commix'd. 

Her hair, nor loose, nor tied in formal plat, 

Proclaim’d in her a careless hand of pride • 

For some, untuck'd, descended her sheav’d • hat, 
Hanging her pale and pined cheek beside ; 

Some in her threaden fillet still did bide, 

And, true to bondage, would not break from thenc^ 
Though slackly braided in loose negligence. 

A thousand favours from a mauncl ** she drew 
Of amber, crystal, and of bedded iet,® 

Which one by one she in a river tlirew. 

Upon whose weeping margent she was set ; 

Like usury, ajijilying wet to wet. 

Or monarch’s hands, that let not bounty fall 
Where want cries “ some,” but where excess begs all. 

Of folded schedules had she many a one, 

Which she perus’d, sigh'd, fore, and gave the flood ; 
Crack'd many a ring of posied gold and bone, 

Bidding them find their sepulchres in mud ; 

Found yet mo ^ letters sadly penn’d in blo^, 

With sleided silk ® feat and affectedly 
Enswarth’d, and seal'd to curious secresy. 

* SAeao’d— made of straw, collected iVom aheavea, 

^ Maund — a basket. 

® Bedded^ So the original, the word probably meaning 
imbedded, or set, in some other substance, 
d Mo— mote, 

^ Sleided silk. In Mr. Ramsay’s Introduction to his editkm 
of the Poston Letters, the old mode of sealing a letter is dearly 
described It was carefully folded, and fastened at the end 
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These often bath’d she in her fluxive eyes, 

And often kiss'd, and often gave* to tear ; 

Cried, “ 0 false blood ! thou register of lies. 

What unapproved witness dost tliou bear! 

Ink would have seem’d more black and damned 
here !” 

This said, in top of rage the lines she rents. 

Big discontent so breaking their contents. 

A reverend man that graz’d his cattle nigh, 

Sometime a blusterer, that the ruflle knew 
Of court, of city, and had let go by 
The swiftest hours, observed as they flew, 

Towards this afllicted fancy ^ fastly drew ; 

And privileg’d by age, desires to know 
In brief the grounds and motives of her woe. 

So slides he down upon his grained bat,® 

And comely-distant sits he by her side; 

When he again desires her, being sat, 

Her grievance witli his hearing to divide: 

If that from him there may be auglit ajiplied 
Which may lier sulTering ecstacy assuage, 

’T is promis’d in tlie charity of age. 

Father,” she says, “ though in me you behold 
The injury of many a blasting hour, 

Let it not tell your jmlgment I am old ; 

Not age, but sorrow, over me hath ^xiwer : 

I might as yet iiave been a spreading flower, 

by a sort of paper strap, upou which the seal was afhxed ; and 
under the !$eal a string, a silk thr(>aii. or even a straw', was fro- 
quently placed rimuitii' around the letter.” 

^ Gave !<•' here used in the sense of gave the mind to, contem- 
plated, made a movement toumds, inclined to. 

b Fancy is often used by Shaks})ere in the sense of but 
here it men ns one that is possessed by fancy. 

• Art— club 
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Freih lo myself, if I had self-applied 
Love to myself, and to no love inside. 

“ Bat woe is me ! too early I attended 
A youthful suit (it was to gain my grace) 

Of one by nature’s outwards so commended, 

That maiden’s eyes stuck over all his face : 

Love lack’d a dwelling, and made him her place: 

And when in his fair parts she did abide, 

She was new lodg’d, and newly deified. 

“ His browny locks did hang in crooked curls ; 

And every light occasion of the wind 
Upon his lips their silken parcels hurls. 

What ’s sweet to do, to do will a]jtly tind : 

Each eye that saw him did enchant the mind ; 

For on his visage was in little drawn, 

What largeness thinks in paradise was sawn.* 

« Small show of man was yet upon his chin ; 

His phoenix dowm began but to appear. 

Like unshorn velvet, on that termless skin, 

Whose bare out-bragg’d the web it seem’d to wear j 
Yet show’d his visage^ by that cost more dear j 
And nice affections wavering stood in doubt 
If best ’t wer*i as it was, or best without. 

His (qualities were beauteous as his form. 

For raaiden-tongued he was, and tliereof free ; 

Yet, if men mov’d him, was he such a storm 
As oft ’twixt May and April is to see, 

When winds breathe sweet, unruly though they be. 

His rudeness so with his authoriz d youth 
Did livery falseness in a pride of truth. 

* Sawn^ Boswell says that the word mesas soum, and that il 
is still so pronounced tu Scotland, 
b Visage is the inverted nominative case to showed* 
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“ Well could he ride, and often men would say 
That horse his mettle from his rider takes ; 

Proud of subjection, noble by the sway, 

What rounds, what bounds, what course, what stop he 
makes ! 

And controversy hence a question takes, 

Whether the horse by him became his deed, 

Or he his manage by the well-doing steed, 

** But quickly on this side the verdict went ; 

His real habitude gave life and grace 
To appertainings and to ornament, 

Accomplish’d in himself, not in hia case :» 

All aids, themselves made fairer by their place, 

Can• ** for additions ; yet their purpos’d trim 
Piec’d not his grace, but were all grac’d by him. 

So on the tip of his subduing tongue 
All kind of arguments and question deej), 

All replication prompt, and reason strong, 

For his advantage still did wake and sleep : 

To make the weeper laugh, the laugher weep, 

He had the dialect and difterent skill, 

Catching all passions in his craft of will ; 

** That he did in the general bosom reign 
Of young, of old ; and sexes both enchanted. 

To dwell with him in thoughts, or to remain 
In personal duty, following where he haunted : 
Consents bewitch’d, ere he desire, have granted , 

And dialogued for him what he would say, 

Ask’d their own wills, and made their wills obey. 


• CSms— outward show. 

dm is oonstautly used hy the old writers, especially by 
Sueneer, in the sense of %an. For is used in the sense 
ox at. 
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“ Many there were that did his picture get, 

To serve their eyes, and in it put their mind; 

Like fools that in the imagination set 
The goodly objects which abroad they find 
Of lands and mansions, theirs in thought assign'd ; 
And labouring in mo pleasures to bestow them, 
Thau the true gouty landlord which doth owe them 

“ So many have, tliat never touch'd his hand, 
Sweetly supjxw’d tliem mistress of his heart. 

My woeful self, that did in freedom stand, 

And was my own fee-iimple, (not in part,) 

What witli his art in youtli, and youth in art, 
Threw my afi'ections in his charmed power, 
Reserv’d die stalk, and gave him all my fiower. 

“ Yet did I not, as some my equals did, 

Demand of him, nor being desired yielded ; 
Finding myself in honour so forbid, 

With safest distance I mine honour shielded : 
Experience for me many bulwarks builded 
Of proofs new-lileeding, which remain’d the foil 
Of diis false jewel, and his amorous spoiL 

“ But all ! who ever sbunn'd by precedent 
The destin’d ill she must herself assay ? 

Or forc’d examples, ’gainst her own content, 

To put the by-jiass’d perils in her way ? 

Counsel may stop a while what will not stay ; 

For when we rage, advice is often seen 
By blunting us to make our wits more keen. 

** Nor gives it satisfaction to our blood, 

That we must curb it ujion others' proof, 

To be forbid die sweets that seem so good. 

For fear of harms that preach in our behooL 
O appetite, from judgment stand aloof 1 
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The one a palate hath that needs will taste, 

Though reason weep, and cry It is thy last. 

** For further 1 could say, This man ’s untrue, 

And knew tlie patterns of his foul Ijeguiling ; 

Heard where his plants in others’ orcliards grew, 

Saw how deceits were gilded in his smiling ; 

Knew vows were ever brokers to detlling ; 

Thought* characters and words, merely but art, 

And bastards of his foul adulterate heart. 

“ And long upon these terms I held my city. 

Till thus he ’gan besiege me : Gentle maid, 

Have of my suflcring youth some feeling pity. 

And be not of my holy vows afraid : 

That ’s to you sworn, to none was ever said ; 

For feasts of love I have been call'd unto, 

Till now did ne’er invite, nor never vow. 

" All my offences that abroad you see 
Are errors of the blood, none of the mind ; 

Love made them not ; with acture^ they may be, 
Where neither party is nor true nor kind : 

They sought their shame that so their shame did find ; 
And so much less of shame in me remains, 

By how much of me their reproach contains. 

“ Among the many that mine eyes have seen, 

Not one whose fiame my heart so much as warm'd, 

Or my affection put to the smallest teen,® 

Or any of my leisures ever charm’d ; 

Harm liave 1 done to them, but ne'er was harm'd , 

• Malone— and lie i» followed in all modern editiona— pats 
a comma after t/umght, and any*, *' it is here. 1 lielieve, a su^ 
■tantive." Surely thought is a veib. We have a regular 
sequence of verbs— heard— saw— knew — IhouKht. 

a Acture is explained as synonymous with action. 

• r«»-grief. 
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Kept hearts in liveries, but mine own was free, 

And reign'd, commanding in liis monarchy. 

^ Look here what tributes wounded fancies sent me. 
Of {)a]ed pearls, and rubi^ red as blood ; 

Figuring that they their passions likewise lent me 
Of grief and blushes, aptly understood 
In bloodless white and the encrimson’d mood } 
Effects of terror and dear modesty, 

Encamp'd in hearts, but fighting outwardly* 

“ And lo! beliold these talents* of their hair, 

With twisted metal amorously impleach’d,^ 

I have receiv’d from many a several fair, 

(Their kind acceptance weepingly beseech'd,) 

With the annexi(*ns of fair gems enrich'd, 

And dee}}- brain'd sonnets that did amplify 
Each stone’s dear nature, worth, and quality* 

** The diamond, why 't was beautiful and hard, 
Whereto his invis'd® properties did tend ; 

The deep-green emerald, in whose fresh regard 
Weak sights their sickly radiance do amend ; 

The heaven-hued 8ap})hire and the oi)al blend 
With objects manifold; eAch several stone. 

With wit well blazon’d, smil’d or made some moan* 

** Lo ! all tliese trophies of affections hot, 

Of pensiv’d and subdued desires the tender, 

Nature hath charg'd me that 1 hoard them not, 

But yield them up where 1 myself must render, 
That is, to you, my origin and ender : 

Fctt* these, of force, must your oblations be, 

Since 1 their altar, you enpatron me. 

* Talentt it here used in the sense of something preeloQfl* 
^ ImpUsachM — iuterwoveo. * Znvtt'tf—iuvislbU. 
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“ 0 then advance of yours that phraseless hand. 

Whose white weighs down the airy scale of praise ; 

Take all tliese similes to your own command, 

Hallow’d with sighs that huming lungs did raise; 
What me your minister, tor you obeys, 

Works under you ; and to your audit comes 
Their distract parcels in combined sums. 

Lo ! this device was sent me from a nun, 

Or sister sanctifierl of holiest note; 

Which late her noble suit ® in court did shun, 

Whose rarest havings ^ made the blossoms ® dote ; 

For she was sought by spirits of richest coat,** 

But kept cold distance, and did thence remove, 

To spend her living in eternal love. 

** But O, my sweet, what labour is ’t to leave 
The thing we have not, mastering what not strives? 
Paling the place which did no form receive, 

Playing patient sports in unconstrained gyves : 

She diat her fame so to herself contrives, 

The scars of battle 'scapeth by the flight, 

And makes her absence valiant, not her might. 

<< O pardon me, in that my boast is true ; 

The accident which brought me to her eye. 

Upon the moment did her force sul)due, 

And now she would the caged cloister fly : 

Religious love put o«it religion’s eye: 

Not to be tempted, would she be immur’d, 

And now, to tempt all, liberty procur'd. 

• Suit. *• The noble suit iu court” is, we think, the suit 

to her in court. 

h Havimg$» Malone receives this as occomp/tsAmcntf— Mr. Dyce 
as fortune. 

• Blo$soms-~^onng men ; the flower of the nobility. 

^ 0/riehett ouat — of highest descant. 
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“ How mighty then you are, O hear me tell! 

The broken l)O80ms that to me belong 
Have emptied all their fountains in my well, 

And mine I pour your ocean all among : 

X strong o’er them, and you o’er me being strong^ 

Must for yotu victory us all congest, 

As compound love to physic your cold breast 

“ My parts had power to charm a sacred sun, 

Who, disciplin’d and dieted in grace, 

Believ’d her eyes wlieii (hey ti> assail begun, 

All vows and consecrations giving place. 

O most potential love! vow, bond, nor space, 

In thee hath neither sting, knot, nor confine, 

For thou art all, and all things else are thine. 

“ When thou impressest, what are precepts worth 
Of stale example i When thou wilt inflame, 

How cohlly those impediments stand forth 
Of wealth, of filial fear, law, kindred, fame! 

Love’s arms are peace, ’gainst rule, 'gainst sense, ’gainit 
shame. 

And sweetens, in the suffering pangs it bears, 

The aloes of all forces, shocks, and fears. 

“ Now all these hearts that do on mine depend, 

Feeling it break, with bleeding groans they pine^ 

And supplicant their siglis to you extend, 

To leave tlie battery that you make ’gainst minf^ 
Lending soft audience to my sweet design, 

And Client soul to that strong-bonded oath, 

That shall prefer and undertake my troth. 

“ This said, his watery eyes he did dismount, 

Whose sights till then were levell'd on my face ; 

Each check a river running from a fount 
With brinish current downward flow’d apace : 

O how the channel to the stream gave grace! 
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Who, glaz’d with crystal, gate* the glowing roses 
That flame through water which their hue enclosesk 

“ 0 father, what a hell of witchcraft lies 
In the small orb of one particular tear ! 

But with the iimndation of the eyes 
What rocky heart to water will not weart 
What breast so cold that is not wanned here? 

O cleft effect I cold modesty, hot wrath, 

Both fire from hence and chill extincture hath ! 

“ For lo ! his passion, but an art of craft. 

Even there resolv'd my reason into tears ; 

There my white stole of chastity I daff’d, 

Shook off my sober guards, and civil ^ fears; 

Appear to liim, as he to me apjMJars, 

All melting; though our drojis this difference bore, 
His poison’d me, and mine did him restore. 

** In him a plenitude of subtle matter. 

Applied to cautels,® all strange forms receives, 

Of burning blushes, or of weeping water, 

Or swooning paleness ; and he takes and leaves, 

In either 's aptness, as it best deceives, 

To blush at speeches rank, to weep at woes. 

Or to turn white and swoon at tragic shows ; 

That not a heart which in his level came 
Could scape the hail of his all-hurting aim, 

Showing fair nature is both kind and tame ; 

And veil’d in them, did win whom he would maim : 
Against the thing he sought he would exclaim ; 
When he most bum’d in heart-wish 'd luxury, 

He preach’d pure maid, and prais’d cold chastity. 

Ools— got, procured. b C/rt7—deooroat. 

deceitful purposes. 
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** Thua merely with the garment of a Grace 
The nahed and concealed fiend he cover’d, 

That the unexperienc’d gave the tempter place, 
Which, like a cherubln, al)ove them hover'd, 
Who> young and simple, would not be so lover'd 
Ah me! I fe 1 ; and yet do question make 
What 1 sliould do again for such a sake. 

O, that infected moisture of his eye, 

O, that false tire which in his cheek so glow’d, 

O, that forc'd thunder from his heart did fly, 

O, tliat sad breath his spongy lungs bestow'd, 

O, all that borrow'd motion, seeming ow’d,* 
Would yet again betray the fore-betray’d, 

Atid new i^ervert a reconciled maid!” 

* Ow'd — owned; his own. 


isn't! of 

Z Eobet:'0 Complaint* 
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Did not the heavenly rhetoric of thine eye, 

^Gainst whom the world could not hold argument 
Persuade my lieart to this false perjury f 
Vows for thee broke deserve not punishment 
A woman 1 forswore ; but I will prove, 

Thou being a goddess, I forswore not thee : 

My vow was earthly, thou a heavenly love *, 

Thy grace being gain'd cures all disgrace in me. 

My vow w.iS breath, and breath a vapour is ; 

Then, thou fair sun, that on this eartn dotli shine, 
Kxliale this vapour vow ; in thee it is : 

If broken, then it is no fault of mine. 

If by me brake, what fool is not so wise 
To lose an oath, to win a paradise t * 

II. 

Sweet Cytherea, sitting by a brook, 

With young Adonis, lovely, fresh, and green, 

Did court the lad with many a lovely look, 

Such looks 08 none could look but beauty's queen. 

She told him stoiies to delight his ear ; 

She show’d him favours to allure his eye ; 

To win his heart, she touchM him here and there : 
Touches so soft still conquer chastity. 

* The foregoing Sonnet appears, with some variatioDS. in 
* Love’s Ijaboor 's Lost,’ the first edition of which was piinted 
laUM. 
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But whether unripe years did want conceit^ 

Or he refus’d to take her figur'd proffer, 

The tender nibblcr would not touch the bait, 

But smile and jest at every gentle oiler : 

Then fell she on her back, fair queen, and toward ; 
He rose and ran away ; ah, fool too froward ! 

in. 

If love make me forsworn, how shall I swear to lovef 
O never faith could hold, if not to l)eauty vow’d : 
Thflagu to myself forsworn, to tliee 1 Ml constant prove ; 
Those thoughts, to me like oaks, to thee like osiers 
bow’d. 

Study his bias leaves, and makes his book thine eyes, 
Where all tliose pleasures live tliat art can comprehend. 
If knowledge be the mark, to know thee sliall suffice ; 
Well learned is that tongue that well can thee com- 
mend ; 

All ignorant that soul that sees thee without wonder ; 
Which is to me some praise, tliat I thy parts admire: 
Thine eye Jove’s lightning seems, thy voice his dreadful 
thunder, 

Which (not to anger bent) is music and sweet fire. 
Celestial as tliou art, O do not love that wrong, 

To sing the heavens’ praise with such an earthly 
tongue.* 


Scarce had the sun dried up the dewy mom, 

And scarce the herd gone to the hedge for shade, 

When Cytherea, all in love forlorn, 

A longing tarriance for Adonis made, 

Under an osier growing by a brook, 

A brook where Adon used to cool his spleen. 

^ This Sonnet also occurs in * Love’s Labour *8 Lost/ in whidl 
copy there are variations in several Uues. 
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Hot was the day ; she hotter that did look 
For his approach, that often there liad been. 

Anon he comes, and throws his mantle by, 

And stood stark naked on the brook’s green brim ; 
The sun look’d on the world with glorious eye, 
Yet not so wistly as this queen on him : 

He, spying her, bounc’d in, whereas lie stood ; 
O Jove, quoth she, why was not I a flood 1 


V. 

Fair is my love, but not so fair as fickle ; 

Mild as a dove, but neither true nor trusty ; 

Brighter than glass, and yet, as glass is, brittle 
Softer than wax, and yet, as iron, rusty : 

A lily pale, with damask die to grace her. 

None fairer, nor none falser to deface her. 

Her lips to mine how often hath she join’d, 

Between each kiss her oaths of true love swearing ! 
How many tales to please me hatli she coin’d, 
Dreading my love, tlfte loss thereof still fearing i 
Yet in the midst of all her pure pretestings, 

Her faith, her oaths, her teare, and all were jestings. 

She bum’d with love, as straw with fire flameth, 

She bum’d out love, as soon as straw out burneth ; 
She fram’d the love, and yet she foil’d the framing. 
She bade love last, and yet she fell a turning. 

Was this a lover, or a lecher whether i 
Bad in the best, though excellent in neither. 

VI. 

If music and sweet poetry agree, 

As they must ncjeds, the sister and the brother, 

Then must the love be great ’twixt thee and mo, 
Because thou lov’st the one, and I the other. 

8VP, VOL. O 
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Dowland to thee is dear, whose heavenly touch 
Upon the lute doth ravish human sense ; 

Spenser to me, whose deep conceit is such, 

As, passing all conceit, needs no defence. 

Thou lov’st to hear the sweet melodious sound 
That Phoebus’ lute, the queen of music, makes ; 

And I in deep delight am chiefly drown’d, 

Wlienas himself to singing he betakes. 

One god is god of both, as poets feign ; 

One knight loves both, and both in thee remain. 

VII. 

Fair was the morn, when the fair queen of love,^ 

* « * * 

Paler for sorrow than her milk-white dove, 

For Aden’s sake, a youngster proud and wild *, 

Her stand she takes upon a steep-up hill : 

Anon Adonis comes with horn and hounds ; 

She, silly queen, with more than love’s good will, 
Forbade the boy he should not pjiss those grounds ; 
Once, quoth she, did I see a fair sweet youth 
Here in these brakes deep-wounded with a boar, 

Deep in the thigh, a spectacle of ruth ! 

See in my thigh, quoth she, here was the sore : 

She showed hers ; lie saw more wounds than one, 
And blushing fled, and left her all alone. 

VIII. 

Sweet rose, fair flower, untimely pluck’d, soon vaded,'* 
pluck’d in the bud, and vaded in the spring ! 

Bright orient pearl, alack ! too timely shaded! 

F or creature, kill’d too soon by death’s sharp sting I 
Like a green plum that hangs upon a tree. 

And falls, through wind, before the fall should be. 


* The second line is lost. 


Faded— faded. 
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I weep for tnee, and yet no cause I have ; 

For why ? thou left’st me nothing in thy will. 
And yet thou left’st me more than I did crave ; 
F6r why ? I craved nothing of thee etill ; 

O yes, dear friend, I pardon crave of tliee ; 
Thy discontent thou didst bequeath to me. 


Venus, with Adonis » sitting by her, 

Under a myrtle shade, began to woo him : 

She told the youngling how god Mars did try her, 

And as he fell to her, she fell to him. 

’ Even thus, quoth she, the warlike god embrac’d me j 
And then she clipp’d Adonis in her arms : 

Even thus, quoth she, the warlike god unlac’d me ; 

As if the boy should use like loving charms. 

Even thus, quoth she, he seized on my lips, 

And with her lips on his did act the seizure ; 

And as she fetched breath, away he skips, 

And would not take her meaning nor her pleasure. 

Ah ! that 1 had my lady at this bay, 

To kiss and clip me till I run away ! 

X. 

Crabbed age and youth 
Cannot live together ; 

Youth is full of pleasance, 

Age is full of care ; 

Youth like summer mom, 

Age like winter weather ; 

Youth like summer brave, 

Age like winter bare. 

Youth is full of sport, 

Age’s breath is short ; 

• This Sonnet is found in * Fidessa,’ by B. Griffin, 1696. 
There are great variations in that copy. 
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Youth is nimble, age is lame : 

Youth is hot and bold, 

Age is weak and cold ; 

Youth is wild, and age is tame. 

Age, I do abhor thee, 

Youth, I do adore tlioc ; 

O, my love, my love is young ! 

Age, I do defy thee ; 

O sweet shepherd, hie thee. 

For methinks tliou stay'st too long. 

XI. 

Beauty is but a vain and doubtful good, 

A shining gloss, that vadeth suddenly ; 

A flower that dies, when first it 'gins to bud ; 

A brittle glass, that ’s broken presently : 

A doubtful good, a gloss, a glass, a flower. 

Lost, vaded, broken, dead within an hour. 

And as goods lost are seld or never found. 

As vaded gloss no rubbing will refresh. 

As flowers dead lie wither'd on the ground, 

As broken glass no cement can redress,*' 

So beauty, blemish’d once, for ever ’s lost, 

In spite of physic, painting, pain, and cost. 

XII. 

Good night, good rest. Ah I neither be my share ; 

She bade good night, that kept my rest away j 
And daff”d me to a cabin bang’d with care, 

To descant on the doubts of my decay. 

^ In the twenty-ninth volumeof the * Genllemnn’s Magazine, 
a copy of this poem is given, as from an ancient manuscript, in 
which there are the following variations : — 

“ And as goods lost are seld or never found. 

As faded gloss no rubbing will excite. 

As flowers dead lie wither’d on the ground. 

At broken glass no cement can tmite.” 
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Farewell, quoth she, and come again to-morrow ; 
Fare well 1 could not, for I supp’d with sorrow. 

Yet at my parting sweetly did she smile, 

In scorn or friendship, nill 1 construe whether : 

’T may be, she joy’d to jest at my exile, 

’T may be, again to make me wander tliither : 
Wander^ a word for shadows like myself, 

As take the pain, but cannot pluck the pelf. 


Lord, how mine eyes throw gazes to the east ! 

My heart doth charge the watch ; the morning rise 
Doth cite each moving sense from idle rest. 

Not daring trust the office of mine eyes, 

While Philomela sits and sings, I sit and mark, 

And wish her lays were tuned like the lark ; 

For she doth welcome daylight with lier ditty, 

And drives away dark dismal-dreaming night : 

The night so pack’d, I post unto my pretty ; 

Heart liath his hope, and eyes their wished sight ; 
Sorrow chang’d to solace, solace mix’d with sorrow ; 
For why? she sigh’d, and bade me come to morrow. 

Were I with her, the night would post too soon ; 

But now are minutes added to the hours ; 

To spite me now, each minute seems a moon ; “ 

Yet not for me, shine sun to succour flowers ! 

Pack night, peep day ; good day, of night now 
borrow ; 

Short, night, to-night, and length thyself to-morrow. 

• A moon. The original has an hour — evidently a misprint. 
The emendation of moon, in the sense of month, is by Steeveus, 
tad it ought to atone for some faults of the commentator. 
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SONNETS 

TO 

SUNDRY NOTES OF MUSIC. 

XIV. 

It was a lording’s daughter, the fairest one of three, 
That liked of her master as well as well might be, 

Till looking on an Englishman, the fairest that eye 
could see, 

Her fancy fell a turning. 

Long was the combat doubtful, that love with love did 
fight, 

To leave the master loveless, or kill the gallant knight ? 
To put in practice either, alas it was a spite 
Unto the silly damsel. 

But one must be refused, more mickle was the pain. 
That nothing could be used, to turn them both to gain. 
For of the two the trusty knight was wounded with 
disdain : 

Alas, she could not help it ! 

Thus art, with arms contending, was victor of the day, 
Which by a gift of learning did bear the maid away j 
Then lullaby, the learned man hath got the lady gay ; 
For now my song is ended. 

XV. 

On a day (alack the day !), 

Love, whose month was ever May, 

Spied a blossom passing fair, 

Playing in the wanton air : 

Through the velvet leaves the wind, 

All unseen, ’gan passage find ; 

That the lover, sick to death. 

Wish'd himself the heaven^s breath. 
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Air, quoth he, thy cheeks may blow ; 

Air, would I might triumph so ! 

But, alas, my hand hath sworn 
Ne’er to pluck thee from thy thorn ; 

Vow, alack, for youth unmeet, 

Youth, so apt to pluck a sweet. 

Thou for whom Jove would swear 
Juno but an Ethiope were; 

And deny himself for Jove, 

Turning mortal for thy love.^ 

XVI. 

My flocks feed no(, 

My ewes breed not. 

My rams speed not. 

All is amiss : 

Love is dying, 

Faith ’s defying, 

Heart ’s denying, 

Causer of this.^ 

All my merry jigs are quite forgot, 

All my lady’s love is lost, God wot : 

Where her faith was firmly fix’d in love, 

There a nay is plac’d without remove. 

One silly cross 
Wrought all my loss ; 

O frowning Fortune, cursed, fickle dame ! 

For now I see, 

Inconstancy 

More in women than in men remain. 

® This beautiful little poem also occurs, with variations, in 
‘ Love’s Labour ’s Lost.’ 

b We have two other ancient copies of this poena — one in 
‘ England’s Helicon,’ 1600; the other in a collection of Ma- 
drigals by 'Thomas Weelkes, 1597. 



aSO THE PASSIONATE PILGRIM. 

In black mourn I, 

All fears scorn I, 

Love hath forlorn me, 

Livinjf in thrall : 

Heart is bleeding, 

All help needing, 

(0 cruel speeding !) 

Fraughted with gall. 

My shepherd’s pipe can sound no deal,* 

My wether’s bell rings doleful knell; 

My curtail dog, that wont to have play'd, 

Plays not at all, but seems afraid ; 

With sighs so deep. 

Procures to weep, 

In howling wise, to see my doleful plight. 

How sighs resound 
Through heartless ground, 

Like a thousand vanquish'd men in bloody figlit ! 

Clear wells spring not, 

Sweet birds sing not, 

Green plants bring not 
Forth ; they die : 

Herds stand weeping, 

Flocks all sleeping, 

Nymphs back peeping 
Fearfully. 

All our pleasure known to us poor swains, 

All our merry meetings on the plains, 

All our evening sport from us is fled. 

All our love is lost, for love is dead. 

Farewell, sweet lass, 

Thy like ne’er was 

• No deal — in no degree : some deal and no deal were com- 
mon expressions. 

b Procures. The curtail dog is the nominative case to this 
verb. 
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For a sweet content, the cause of all my moan ; 
Poor Coridon 
Must live alone, 

Other help for liim I see that there is none. 


Whenas thine eye hath chose the dame, 

And stall’d the deer that thou shouldst strike. 

Let reason rule things worthy blame, 

As well as fancy, partial might : * 

Take counsel of some wiser head, 

Neither too young, nor yet unwed. 

And when thou com’st thy tale to tell, 

Smooth not thy tongue with filed talk, 

Lest she some subtle practice smell j 
(A cripple soon can find a halt :) 

But plainly say thou lov’st her well, 

And set her person forth to sell. 

Wliat though her frowning brows be ben!^ 

Her cloudy looks will calm ere night ; 

And then too late she will repent, 

That thus dissembled her delight ; 

And twice desire, ere it be day, 

That which with scorn she put away. 

What though she strive to try her strength. 

And ban and brawl, and say thee nay, 

Her feeble force will yield at length, 

When craft liath taught her thus to say : 

‘‘ Had women been so strong as men, 

In faith you had not had it then.’’ 

• Fancy is here used as love, and as power. Steevens, 
mischievously we should imagine, changed partial might to 
partial tike ; and Malone adopts this reading, which makes 
Cupid a bull-dog. 
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And to htt* will frame all thy ways ; 

Spare not to spend, — and chiefly there 
Where thy desert may merit praise, 

By ringing in thy lady’s ear : 

The strongest castle, tower, and town, 
The golden bullet beats it down. 

Serve always with assured trust. 

And in thy suit be humble, true ; 

Unless thy lady prove unjust. 

Press never thou to choose anew : 

When time shall serve, be thou not slack 
To proffer, though she put thee back. 

The wiles and guiles that women work, 
Dissembled with an outward show, 

The tricks and toys that in them lurk, 

The cock that treads them shall not know. 
Have you not heard it said full oft, 

A woman’s nay doth stand for nought ^ 

Think women still to strive with men, 

To sin, and never for to saint : 

There is no heaven, by holy then, 

When time with age shall them attaint. 
Were kisses all the joys in bed, 

One woman would another wed. 

But soft ; enough, — too much I fear, 

Lest that my mistress hear my song; 

She ’ll not stick to round me i’ th’ ear, 

To teach my tongue to be so long ; 

Yet will she blush, here be it said, 

To hear her secrets so bewray’d. 

XVIII. 

Live with me, and be my love, 

And we will all die pleasures prove 
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'Hiat hills and valleys, dales and fields, 

And all the craggy mountains yields. 

There will we sit upon the rocks, 

And see the shepherds feed their flocks, 

By shallow rivers, by whose falls 
Melodious birds sing madrigals. 

There will I make thee a bed of roses, 

With a thousand fragrant posies, 

A cap of flowers, and a kirtle 
Embroider’d all with leaves of myrtle. 

A belt of straw and ivy buds. 

With coral clasps and amber studs ; 

And if these pleasures may thee move. 

Then live with me and be my love. 

Love’s Answer. 

If that the world and love were young, 

And truth in every shepherd’s tongue, 

These pretty pleasures might me move 
To live with thee and be thy love. 

XIX.® 

As it fell upon a day. 

In the merry month of May, 

Sitting in a pleasant shade 
Which a grove of myrtles made, 

Beasts did leap, and birds did sing, 

Trees did grow, and plants did spring : 
Everything did banish moan, 

Save the nightingale alone : 

She, poor bird, as all forlorn, 

Lean’d her breast up-till a thorn, 

s This poem is also incompletely printed in * England’s 
Helicon ; ’ where it bears the signature Jgnoto. 
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And there sung the dolefuirst ditty, 
That to hear it was great pity : 

Fie, fie, fie, now would she cry, 

Teru, Tern, by and by : 

That to hear her so complain. 

Scarce I could from tears refialu ; 

For her griefs so lively shown, 

Made me think upon mine own. 

Ah ! thought I, thou mourirst in vain ; 
None take pity on thy pain : 

Senseless trees, they cannot hear thee ; 
Ruthless bears, they will not cheer thee. 
King Pandion, he is dead ; 

All thy friends are lapp'd in lead ; 

All thy fellow-birds do sing, 

Careless of thy sorrowing. 

Even so, poor bird, like thee. 

None alive will pity me. 

Whilst as fickle Fortune smil d, 

Thou and I were both beguil’d. 

Every one that flatters thee 
Is no friend in misery. 

Words are easy like the wind '. 

Faithful friends are hard to find. 

Every man will be thy frien<l. 

Whilst thou hast wherewith to spend ; 
But if store of crowns be scant. 

No man will supply thy want. 

If that one be prodigal. 

Bountiful they will him call ; 

And with such-like flattering, 

“ Pity but he were a king.” 

If he be addict to vice, 

Quickly him they will entice ; 

If to women he be bent. 

They have him at commandement j 
But if fortune once do frown. 

Then farewell his great renown ; 
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They that fawn’d on him before, 
Use his company no more. 

He that is thy friend indeed, 

He will help thee in thy need ; 

If thou sorrow, he will weep ; 

If thou wake, he cannot sleep : 
Thus of every grief in heart 
He with thee dotli bear a part. 
These are certain signs to Know 
Faithful friend from flattering foe. 


SONG. 

Take, oh, take those Ups away, 

That so sweetly were forsworn, 

And those eyes, the break of day. 

Lights that do mislead the morn ; 

But my kisses bring again. 

Seals of love, but seal’d in vain. 

Hide, oh, hide those hills of snow, 

Whicli thy frozen bosom bears, 

On whose tops the pinks that grow 
Are of those that April wears. 

But first set my poor heart free, 

Bound in those icy chains by thee.* 

• Tlio collection entitled ‘ The Passionate Pilgrim,’ See., ends 
with the Sonnet to Sundry Notes of Music which w'e have 
numbered xix. Blalone adds to the collection this exquisite 
■ODg, of which we find the first verse iu ‘ Measure for Measure.’ 


idiili Of lf)e ^^a^fjEiionatc 



VERSES AMONG THE ADDITIONAL POEMS 
TO CHESTER’S LOVE’S MARTYR, 

Phinted in 1601. 

Let Uie bjrd of loudest lay, 

On tlie sole Arabian tree,'^ 

Herald sad and trumpet be, 

To whose sound chaste wings obey. 

But thou, shrieking harbinger, 

Foul pre-currer of the fiend, 

Augur of the fever’s end. 

To this troop come thou not near. 

From this session interdict 
Every fowl of tyrant wing, 

Save the eagle, feather’d king ; 

Keep the obseqiiy so strict. 

Let the priest in surplice white, 

That defunctive music can,'> 

Be the death-divining swan, 

Lest the requiem lack his right. 

And thou, treble-dated crow 
That thy sable gender mak’st 
With tlie breath thou giv’st and tak’st, 
’Mongst our mourners shalt thou go. 

• There is a curious coincidence in a passage in * The Tcm* 
pest : — 

“ Now I will believe 
That there are unicorns; that in Arabia 
There is ohe tree, the phoenix’ throne.” 

^ Can— knows. 
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Here the anthem doth commence ; 
Love and constancy is dead ; 
Phoenix and the turtle fled 
In a mutual flame from hence. 

So they lov’d, as love in twain 
Had the essence but in one ; 

Two distincts, division none : 
Number there in love was slain. 

Hearts remote, yet not asunder ; 
Distance, and no space was seen 
’Twixt the turtle and his queen : 
But in them it were a wonder. 

So between them love did shine, 
That the turtle saw his right 
Flaming in the phoenix’ sight : 
Either was the other's mine. 

Property was thus appall’d, 

That the self was not the same ; 
Single nature’s double name 
Neither two nor one was call'd. 

Reason, in itself confounded, 

Saw division grow together ; 

To themselves yet either-n either, 
Simple were so well compounded ; 

That it cried how true a twain 
Seemeth this concordant one ! 

Love hath reason, reason none. 

If what parts can so remain. 

Whereupon it made thre threne » 
To the phoenix and the dove, 
Co-supremes and stars of love , 

As chorus to their tragic scene. 

®- Threne — funereal song. 
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TuitENOS. 

Beauty, truth, and' rarity, 

Grace in all simplicity, 

Here enclos’d in cinders lie. 

Death is now the phoenix’ nest ; 
And the turtle's loj^al breast 
To eternity doth rest, 

Leaving no posterity : — 

’T was not their infirmity, 

It was married chastity. 

Truth may seem, but cannot be : 
Beauty brag, but ’t is not slie ; 
Truth and beauty buried be. 

To this um let those repair 
Tliat are either true or fair ; 

For these dead birds sigh a prayer, 


iEutJ of Vtvetu, 
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THE 


LIFE AND WRITINGS 

OF 

WILLIAM SHAKSPERE. 


On the 22n(l of August, 1485, there was a battle fought 
for the crown of England, a short battle ending in a 
decisive victory. The battle-field was Bosworth. Was 
there in that victorious army of the Earl of Richmond 
an Englishman bearing the name of Chacksper, or 
Shakespeyre, or Schakespere, or Schakespeire, or Schak- 
gpere, or Shakespere, or Shakspere,’’' — a martial name, 
however spelt? Of the warlike achievements of this 
Shakspere there is no record : his name or his deeds 
would have no interest for us unless there had been 
born, eighty years after this battle-day, a direct de- 
scendant from him — 

“ Whose muse, full of high thought’s inventioo, 

Doth like himself heroically sound f — 


list of the brethren and sisters of the Guild of Know I e, 
near llowington, in Warwickshire, exhibits a great number of 
the name of Shakspere in that fraternity, from about 1460 to 
1527 ; and the names are spelt with the diversity here given, 
Shakspere being the latest, 
f Spenser. 
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a Shakspere, of whom it was also said — 

“ He seems to shake a lance > 

As brandish’d at the eyes of ignorance.”* 

A public document, bearing the date of 1596 affirms of 
John Shakspere of Stratford-upon-Avon, the father of 
William Shakspere, that his “ parent and late ante- 
cessors were, for their valiant and faithful services, 
advanced and rewarded of the most prudent prince 
King Henry VII. of famous memory and it adds, 
“ sithence which time they have continued at those 
parts [Warwickshire] in good reputation and credit.” 
Another document of a similar character, bearing the 
date of 1599, also affirms upon creditable report,” of 
John Shakspere, now of Stratford-upon-Avon, in the 
county of Warwick, gentleman,” that his “ parent and 
great-grandfather, late antecessor, for his faithful and 
approved service to the late most prudent prince King 
Henry VII. of famous memory, was advanced and 
rewarded with lands and tenements, given to him in 
those parts of Warwickshire, where they have continued 
by some descents in good reputation and credit.” Such 
are the recitals of two several grants of arms to John 
Shakspere, confirming a previous grant made to him in 
1569. 

The great-grandson of the faithful and approved 
servant of Henry VII., John Shakspere, was a burgess 
of the corporation of Stratford, and was in all pro- 
bability bom about 1530. The family had continued 
in those parts, by some descents but how they were 
occupied in the business of life, what was their station 
Ben Jenson. 
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in society, how they branched out into other lines of 
Shaksperes, we have no record. 

In 1599 John Shakspere a second time went to the 
College of Arms, and, producing his own ancient coat 
of arms,” said that he had “ married the daughter and 
one of the heirs of Robert Arden, of Wellingcote and 
then the heralds say — “ We have likewise upon one 
other escutcheon impaled the same with the ancient arms 
of the said Arden of Wellingcote.” They add that Joiin 
Sliakspere, and his children, issue, and posterity, may 
bear and use the same shield of arms, single or impaled. 

The family of Arden was one of the highest antirpiity 
in Warwickshire. Dugdale traces its pedigree uninter- 
ruptedly up to tire time of Edward the Confessor. Tiie 
pedigree which Dugdale gives of the Arden family 
brings us no nearer in the direct line to the mother of 
Shakspere than to Robert Arden, her great-grandfather : 
he was the third son of Walter Arden, who married 
Eleanor the daughter of John Hampden, of Bucking- 
hamshire; and he was brother to Sir John Arden, 
squire for the body to Henry VII. Robert s son, also 
called Robert, was groom of the chamber to Henry VII, 
He married, and he had a son, also Robert, who married 
Agnes Webbe. Their youngest daughter was Mary, 
the motlier of William Shakspere. 

High as was her descent, wealthy and powerful as 
were the numerous branches of her family, Mary 
Arden, we doubt not, led a life of usefulness as well os 
innocence, within her native forest hamlet. She had 
three sisters, and they all, with their mother Agnes, sur- 
vived their father, who died in December, 1556. His 
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will is dated the 24th of November in the same year, 
and the ptestator styles himself “ Robert Arden, of 
Wylmcote, in the paryche of Aston Camitlow.” Mary, 
his youngest daughter, from superiority of mind, or 
some other cause of her father’s confidence, occupies 
the most prominent position in the will. She has an 
undivided estate and a sum of money ; and, from the 
crop being also bequeathed to her, it is evident that she 
was considered able to continue the tillage. The estate 
thus bequeathed to her consisted of about sixty acres of 
arable and pasture, and a house; and was called Asbies. 

In the winter of 1556 was Mary Arden left without 
the guidance of a father, under this somewhat naked 
roof-tree, now become her own. Her sister Alice was 
to occupy another property in Wilmecote with her 
mother, provided the widow would so consent ; and she 
did consent. And so she lived a somewhat lonely life, 
till a young yeoman of Stratford, who bad probably 
some acquaintance with her father, came to sit oftener 
and oftener upon the wooden benches in the old ball — a 
substantial yeoman, a burgess of the corporation in 1557 
or 1558 ; and then in due season Mary Arden and John 
Shakspere were standing before the altar of the parish 
church of Aston Gantlow, and the iiouse and lands of 
Asbies became administered by one who took possession 
“ by the right of the said Mary,” who thenceforward 
abided for half a century in the good town of Stratford. 

There have been endless theories, old and new, 
affirmations, contradictions, as to the worldly calling 
of John Shakspere. There are ancient registers in 
Stratford, minutes of the Common Hall, proceedings of 
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tlie Coul't-leet, pleas of the Court of Record, writs, 
which have been hunted over with unwearied^ldiligence, 
and yet they tell us nothing, or next to notliing, of 
John Shakspere. When he was elected an alderman 
in 1565, we can trace out the occupations of his brother 
aldermen, and readily come to the conclusion that the 
municipal authority of Stratford was vested, as we may 
naturally 8 up|) 0 se it to have been, in the hands of sub- 
stantial tradesmen, brewers, bakers, butchers, grocers, 
victuallers, mercers, woollen-drapers. Prying into the 
secrets of time, we are enabled to form some notion of 
the literary acquirements of this worshipful body. On 
rare, very rare occasions, the aldermen and burgesses 
constituting the town council affixed their signatures, 
for greater solemnity, to some order of the court ; and 
on the 29th of September, in die seventh of Elizabeth, 
upon an order that John Wheler should take the office 
of bailiff, we have nineteen names subscribed, aldermen 
and burgesses. There is something in this document 
which suggests a motive higher than mere curiosity for 
calling up these dignitaries from their happy oblivion, 
saying to each, “Dost thou use to write thy name? or 
cast thou a mark to thyself like an honest plain-dealing 
man ?” Alas ! out of the nineteen seven only can an- 
swer, “ I thank God I have been so well brought up 
that I can write my name.” It is a matter of con- 
troversy whether John Shakspere was one of the more 
clerkly corporators. We think he was; others believe 
he was not. In 1556, the year that Robert, the father 
of Mary Arden, died, John Shakspere was admitted at 
the court-leet to two copyhold estates in Stratford. 
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The jurors of the leet present that George Turner had 
alienated,||o John Shakspere and his heirs one tenement^ 
with a garden and croft, and other premises, in Grene* 
hyll-street, held of tlie lord at an annual quit-rent ; and 
John Shakspere, who is present in court and does 
fealty, is admitted to the same. The same jurors pre- 
sent that Edward West has alienated to John Shakspere 
one tenement and a garden adjacent in Henley Street, 
who is in the same way admitted, upon fealty done to 
the lord. Here tlien is John Shakspere, before his 
marriage, the purchaser of two copyholds in Stratford, 
both with gardens, and one with a croft, or small en- 
closed field. In 1570 John Shakspere is holding, as 
tenant under William Clopton, a meadow of fourteen 
acres, with its appurtenance, called Ingon, at the 
annual rent of eight pounds. This rent, equivalent to 
at least forty pounds of our present money, would indi- 
cate that the appurtenance included a house, — and a 
very good house. This meadow of Ingon forms part 
of a large property known by that name near Clopton- 
house. When John Shakspere married, the estate of 
Asbies, within a short ride of Stratford, came also into 
bis possession. With these facts before us, scanty as 
they are, can we reasonably doubt that Jolm Shakspere 
was living upon his own land, renting the land of 
others, actively engaged in the business of 'cultivation, 
in an age when tillage was becoming rapidly profitable, 
— so much so that men of wealth very often thought it 
better to take the profits direct than to share them with 
the tenant ? 

And is all this, it may be said, of any importance in 



WILLIAM SHAKSPERE. 


249 


looking at the life of William Shakspere — a man who 
stands above all other individual men, abov^all ranks 
of men ; in comparison with whom, in his permanent 
influence upon mankind, generations of nobles, fighting 
men, statesmen, princes, are but as dust? It is some- 
thing, we think. It offers a better, because a more 
natural, explanation of the circumstances connected 
with the early life of the great poet than those stories 
which would make him of obscure birth and servile 
employments. Take old Aubrey's story, the shrewd 
learned gossip and antiquary, who survived Shakspere 
some eighty years : — “ Mr. William Sljakspere was bom 
at Stratford-upon-Avon, in the county of Warwick. His 
father was a butcher, and I have been told heretofore 
by some of the neighbours that when ho was a boy he 
exercised his father’s trade ; but wlien he killed a calf 
he would do it in a high style, and make a speech. 
There was at that time another butcher’s son in this 
town that was held not at all inferior to him for a natural 
wit, his acquaintance and coetanean, but died young.” 
The story, however, has a variation. There was at 
Stratford, in the year 1693, a clerk of the par ish church, 
eighty years old, — that is, he was three years old when 
William Shakspere died, — and he, pointing to the monu- 
ment of the poet, with the pithy remark that he was the 
‘‘ best of his family,” proclaimed to a member of one of 
the Inns of Court that ‘‘ this Shakespere was formerly 
in this town bound apprentice to a butcher, but that he 
ran from his master to London.” His father was a 
butcher, says Aubrey ; he was apprenticed to a butcher, 
tays the parish clerk. 
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Akin to the butcher’s trade is that of the dealer in wool. 
It is upon the authority of Betterton, the actor, who, in 
the beginning of the last century, made a journey into 
Warwickshire to collect anecdotes relating to Shak- 
sj)ere, that Rowe tells us that John Shakspere was a 
dealer in wool : — His family, as appears by the regis- 
ter and public writings relating to that town, were of 
good figure and fashion there, and are mentioned as 
gentlemen. His father, who was a considerable dealer 
in wool, had so large a family, ten children in all, that, 
though he was his eldest son, lie could give him no 
better education than his own employment.” Tradition 
is here, we think, becoming a little more assimilated 
with the truth. The considerable dealer in wool might 
very well have been die landed proprietor, the cultiva- 
tor, thal: we believe John Shakspere to have been. Nor 
indeed was the incidental business even of a butcher, 
a slayer and seller of carcasses, incompatible with that 
occupation of a landholder. Harrison (1590), who 
mingles laments at the increasing luxury of the farmer 
with somewhat contradictory denouncements of the 
oppression of the tenant by the landlord, holds that the 
landlord is monopolising the tenant’s profits ; — ‘‘ Most 
sorrowful of all to understand, that men of great port 
and countenance are so far from suffering their farmers 
to have any gain at all, that they themselves become 
graziers, butchers, tanners, sheepmasters, wood» 
men, and denique quid non, thereby to enrich them- 
selves, and bring all the wealth of the country into 
their own hands, leaving the commonalty weak, or as 
an idol with broken or feeble arms, which may in time 
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of peace have a plausible show, but, when necessity 
shall enforce, liave an heavy and bitter sequel.” Has 
not Harrison solved the mystery of the butcher, and ex- 
plained the tradition of the woolman ? 

There is an entry in the Bailiff’s Court of Stratford, in 
1555, which shows us one John Shakspere, a glover. 
It does not follow that if this record be of the father of 
William Shakspere, a young man in 1555, that he was 
always a glover. If he were a glover in 1555, he was 
subsequently a holder of land — a land proprietor.* 

The Register of Baptisms of the parish of Stratford- 
upon-Avon shows that William, the son of John 
Shakspere, was baptized on the 2Gth April, 1504. And 
when born ? The want of such information is a defect 
in all parish-registers. Baptism so immediately fol- 
lowed birth in those times, when infancy was sur- 
rounded with greater dangers than in our own days of 
improved medical science, that we may believe that 
William Shakspere first saw the light only a day or 
two previous to this legal record of his existence. 
There is no direct evidence that he was born on the 
23rd of April, according to the common belief. But 
there was probably a tradition to that effect ; for some 
years ago tlie Rev. Joseph Greene, a master of the 
grammar-school at Stratford, in an extract which he 
made from the Register of Shakspere’s baptism, wrote 
in the margin, “Born on the 23rd.” We turn back 
to the first year of the registry, 1558, and we find the 
baptism of Joan, daughter to John Shakspere, on the 
15th of September. Again, in 1562, on the 2nd of 
December, Margaret, daughter to John Sliakspere, is 
• See page 263 . 
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baptized. In the entry of burials in 1563 we find, 
under date of April 30, that Margaret closed a short 
life in five months. We look forward, and in 1566 
find the birth of another son registered ; — Gilbert, son 
of John Shakspere was baptized on the 13th of October 
of that year. In 1569 there is the registry of the 
baptism of a daughter, Joan, daughter of Jolin Shak- 
spere, on the 15th of April. Thus, the registry of a 
second Joan leaves no reasonable doubt that the first 
died, and that a favourite name was preserved in the 
family. In 1571 another daughter was bom, — ^Anne, 
daughter of Master John Shakspere, baptized on the 
28th of September. In 1574 another son was baptized, 
— Richard, son of Master John Shakspere, on the 11th 
of March. The register of sorrow and blighted hope 
shows that Anne was buried on the 4th of April, 1579. 
The last entry, which determines the extent of John 
Shakspere’ s family, is that of Edmund, son of Master 
John Shakspere, baptized on the 3rd of May, 1580. 
Here, then, we find that two sisters of William were 
removed by death, probably before his birtli. In two 
years and a half another son, Gilbert, came to be his 
playmate ; and when he was five years old that most 
precious gift to a loving boy was granted, a sister, who 
grew up with him. Then came another sister, who 
faded untimely. When he was ten years old he had 
another brother to lead by the hand into the green mea- 
dows. When he was grown into youthful strength, a boy 
of sixteen, his youngest brother was bom. William, 
Gilbert, Joan, Richard, Edmund, constituted the whole 
of the family amongst whom John Shakspere was to 
share his means of existence. Rowe, we have already 
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seen, mentiong the large family of John Shakspere, 
“ ten children in all.” Malone has established very 
iatisfactorily the origin of this error into which Rowe 
has fallen. In later years there was another John 
Shakspere in Stratford. In tlie books of the corporation 
the name of John Shakspere, shoemaker, can be traced 
in 1586 ; in the register in 1584 we find him married 
to Margery Roberts, who dies in 1587 ; he is, without 
doubt, married a second time, for in 1589, 1590, and 
1591, Ursula, Humphrey, and Pliilip are born. It is 
unquestionable that these are not the children of the 
father of William Shakspere, for tliey are entered in 
the register as the daughter, or sons, of John Shakspere, 
without the style which our John Shakspere always 
bore after 1569 — Magister.'^ There can be no doubt 
that the mother of all the children of Master John 
Shakspere was Mary Arden ; for in proceedings in 
Chancery in 1597 it is set forth tliat Johft Shakspere 
and his wife Mary, in the 20th Elizabeth, 1577, mort- 
gaged her inheritance of Asbies. Nor can there be 
a doubt that the children bom before 1569, when he is 
styled John Shakspere, without the honourable addition 
of were also her children; for in 1599, when 

William Shakspere is an opulent man, application is 
made to tlie College of Arms, that John Shakspere, and 
his issue and posterity, might use a shield of arms,” 
impaled with the arms of Shakspere and Arden. This 
application would in all probability have been at the 
instance of John Shakspere’s eldest son and heir. Tlie 
history of the family up to the period of William 
Shakspere's manhood is as clear as can reasonably be 
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The year of William Shakspere’s birth was a fearful 
year for Stratford. The plague raged with terrific vio- 
lence in the little town. It was the same epidemic 
which ravaged Europe in that year ; which in the pre- 
vious year liad desolated London, and still continued 
there. The red cross was probably not on the door of 
John Shakspere’s dwelling. “ Fortunately for man- 
kind,” says Malone, “ it did not reach the house wiiere 
the infant Shakspere lay; for not one of that name 
appears on the dead list.” 

The parish of Stratford, then, was unquestionably 
the birth-place of William Shakspere. But in what 
part of Stratford dwelt his parents in the year 1564 ? 
It was ten years after this that his father became the 
purchaser of two freehold houses in Henley Street — 
houses which still exist. Nine years before William 
Shakspere was born, his father had also purchased two 
copyhold tenements in Stratford — one in Greenhill 
Street, one in Henley Street. The copyhold house in 
Henley Street, purchased in 1555, was unquestionably 
not one of the freehold houses in the same street, pui'- 
chased in 1574 ; yet, from Malone's loose way of stating 
that in 1555 the lease of a house in Henley Street was 
assigned to John Shakspere, it has been conjectured 
that he purchased in 1574 the house he had occupied 
for many years. As he purchased two houses in 1555 
in different parts of tlie town, it is not likely that he 
occupied both; he might not have occupied either. 
Before he purchased the two houses in Henley Street, 
in 1574, he occupied fourteen acres of meadow-land, 
with appurtenances, at a very high rent ; the property 
is called Ingon meadow in “ the Close Rolls.” Dug- 
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dale calls the place where it was situated “ Inge j” 
saying that it was a member of the manor of Old Strat- 
ford, ‘‘and signifyeth in our old English a meadow or 
low ground, the name well agreeing with its situation.” 
It is about a mile and a quarter from the town of 
Stratford, on the road to Warwick. William Shakspere, 
then, might have been born at eitlier of his father’s 
copyhold liouses, in Greenhill Street, or in Henley 
Street; he might have been born at Ingon; or his 
father might have occupied one of the two freehold 
houses in Henley Street at the time of the birth of his 
eldest son. Tradition says that William Shakspere 
was born in one of these houses ; tradition points out 
the very room in which he was born. Let us not dis- 
turb tire belief. To look upon that ancient l)ouse — 
perhaps now one of the oldest in Stratford — pilgrims 
have come from every region where the name of Shak- 
spere is known. The property passed into a younger 
branch of the poet’s family; the descendants of that 
branch grew poorer and poorer ; they sold ofl' its orch- 
ards and gardens ; they divided and subdivided it into 
smaller tenements ; it became partly a butcher's shop, 
partly a little inn. Tlie external appearance was 
greatly altered, and its humble front rendered still 
humbler. Tlie windows in the roof were removed ; 
and the half which had become the inn received a new 
brick casing. The central portion is that which is now 
shown as the birth-place of the illustrious man — “ the 
myriad-minded.” 

There is a passage in one of Shakspere's Sonnets, the 
89th, which has induced a belief that he had the m’ ' 
SUP. VOL. Q 
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fortune of a physical defect, which would render him 
peculiarly the object of maternal solicitude : — 

“ Say that thou didst forsake me for some fault, 

And I will comment upon that olTence : 

Speak of my lameness, and I strajjjht will halt; 
Against thy reasons making no defence.” 

Again, in the 37th Sonnet: — 

“ As a decrepit father takes delight 
To see his active child do deeds of youth, 

So I, made lame by fortune’s dearest sjdte, 

Take all my comfort of thy worth and truth.” 

These lines have been interpreted to mean that William 
Shakspere was literally lame, and fliat his lameness 
was .such as to limit him, when he became an actor, to 
the representation of the parts of old men. We should, 
on the contrary, liave no doubt whatever that the Akerses 
we have quoted may be most fitly received in a meta- 
phorical sense, were there not some subsequent lines in 
the 37th Sonnet which really appear to have a literal 
meaning ; and thus to render the previous lame and 
lameness expressive of sometliing more than the general 
self-abasement which they would otherwise appear to 
imply. In the following lines la7ne means something 
distinct from poor and despised ; — 

“ For whether beauty, birth, or wealth, or wit, 

Or any of these all, or all, or more. 

Entitled in thy parts do crowned sit, 

I make my love engrafted to this store : 

So then I am not lame, poor, nor despis’d. 

Whilst that this shadow doth such substance give." 

Of one thing, however, we may be quite sure — that, if 
Shakspere were lame, his infirmity was not suoh as to 
disqualify him for active bodily exertion. The same 
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series of verses that have suggested this belief that he 
was lame also show that he was a horseman. His 
entire works exhibit that familiarity with external na- 
ture, with rural occupations, with athletic sports, which 
is incompatible with an inactive boyhood. It is not 
impossible that some natural defect, or some accidental 
injury, may have modified the energy of such a child, 
and have cherished in him that love of books, and tra- 
ditionary lore, and silent contemplation, without which 
his intellect could not have been nourished into its 
wondrous strength. But we cannot imagine William 
Shakspere a petted child, chained to home, not breath- 
ing the free air upon his native hills, denied the boy’s 
privilege to explore every nook of his own river. We 
would imagine him communing from the first with 
Nature, as Gray has painted him — 

“ The dauntless ch ild 
Stretch’d forth his little arms and smil’d.” 

Tlie only qualifications necessary for the admission 
of a boy into the Free Grammar School of Stratford 
were, that he should be a resident in the town, of seven 
years of age, and able to read. The Grammar School 
was essentially connected with the Corporation of Strat- 
ford ; and it is impossible to imagine that, when the 
son of John Shakspere became qualified by age for 
admission to a school where the best education of the 
time was given, literally for nothing, his father, in that 
year, being chief alderman, should not have sent him 
to the school. We assume, without any hesitation, that 
William Shakspere did receive in every just sense of 
the word the education of a scholar ; and as such edu* 
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cation was to be had at his own door, we also assutntf 
that he was brought up at the Free Grammar School of 
his own town. His earlier instruction would therefore 
be a preparation for this school, and the probability is 
that such instruction was given him at home. 

A question arises, did William Shakspere receive 
his elementary instruction in Christianity from the 
books sanctioned by the Reformed Church? It has 
been maintained that his father belonged to the Roman 
Catholic persuasion. This belief rests upon the follow- 
ing foundation. In the year 1770, Thomas Hart, who 
then inhabited one of the tenements in Henley Street 
which had been bequeathed to his family by William 
Shakspere’s granddaughter, employed a bricklayer to 
new tile the house ; and this bricklayer, by name 
Mosely, found hidden between the rafters and the 
tiling a manuscript consisting of six leaves stitched 
together, which he gave to Mr. Peyton, an alderman 
of Stratford, who sent it to Mr. Malone, through the 
Rev. Mr. Devonijort, vicar of Stratford. This paper, 
which was first published by Malone in 1790, is printed 
also in Reed s Shakspeare and in Drake s ‘ Shakspeare 
and his Times.’ It consists of fourteen articles, pur- 
porting to be a confession of faith of John Shakspear, 
an unworthy member of the holy Catholic religion.” 
We have no hesitation whatever in believing this docu- 
ment to be altogether a fabrication. Malone, when he 
first published the paper in his edition of Shakspeare, 
said— I have taken some pains to ascertain the au- 
thenticity of tliis manuscript, and, after a very careful 
inquiry, am perfectly satisfied that it is gmuine.” In 
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1796, however, in his work on the Ireland forgeries, he 
asserts— “ I have since obtained documents that clearly 
prove it could not have been the comjwsition of any 
one of our poet’s family.” We not only do not believe 
that it was “ the comjwsition of any one of our poet s 
family,” but we do not believe that it is the work of a 
Roman Catholic at all. That John Shakspere was 
what we popularly call a Protestant in the year 1568, 
when his son William was four years old, may be 
shown by the clearest of proofs. He was in that year 
the chief magistrate of Stratford j he could not have 
become so without taking the Oath of Supremacy, ac- 
cording to the statute of the Ist of Elizabeth, 1558-9. 
To refuse this oath was made punishable with forfeiture 
and imprisonment, with the pains of prsemunire and 
high treason. The conjecture,” says Chalmers (^speak- 
iiig in support of the authenticity of this confession of 
faith), “ that Shakspeare’s family were Roman Ca- 
tholics is strengthened by the fact that his father de- 
clined to attend the corporation meetings, and was at 
last removed from the corporate body.” He was re- 
moved from the corporate body in 1585, with a distinct 
statement of the reason for this removal — his non- 
attendance when summoned to the halls. According 
to this reasoning of Chalmers, John Shakspere did not 
hesitate to take the Oath of Supremacy when he was 
chief magistrate in 1564, but retired from the cor- 
poration in 1585, where he might have remained with- 
out offence to his own conscience or to others, being, in 
the language of that day, a Popish recusant, to be 
itigmatized as such, persecuted, and subject to the 
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most odious restrictions. If he left or was expelled die 
corporation for his religious opinion s, he would, of 
course, not attend the service of tiie church, for which 
oflerice he would be liable, in 1585, to a fine of 20U 
per month ; and then, to crown the whole, in this his 
last confession, spiritual will, and testament, he calls 
upon all his kinsfolks to assist and succour him after 
his death with the holy sacrifice of the mass,” with a 
promise that he “ will not be ungrateful unto them for 
so great a benefit,” well knowing that by the Act of 
1581 the saying of mass was punishable by a year’s 
imprisonment and a fine of 200 marks, and the hearing 
of it by a similar imprisonment and a fine of 100 
marks. The fabrication appears to us as gross as can 
well be imagined. 

To the grammar-school, then, with some preparation, 
we hold that William Shakspere goes, about the year 
1571. His father is at this time, as we have said, chief 
alderman of his town ; he is a gentleman, now, of repute 
and authority; he is Master John Shakspere; and 
assuredly the worthy curate of the neighbouring village 
of Luddington, Thomas Hunt, who was also the 
schoolmaster, would have received his new scholar with 
gome kindness. As his “ shining morning face ” first 
passed out of the main street into that old court through 
which the upper room of learning was to be reached, a 
new life would be oimiing u}>on him. The humble 
minister of religion who was his first instructor has left 
no memorials of his talents or his acquirements ; and in 
a few years anotlier master came after him, Thomas 
Jenkins, also unknown to fame. All praise and honour 
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be to them ; for it is impossible to imagine that the 
teachers of William Shakspere were evil instructors — 
giving the boy husks instead of wholesome aliment. 
They could not have been harsh and perverse in8tructoi*s, 
for such spoil the gentlest natures, and his was always 
gentle: — “My gentle Shakspere” is he called by a 
rough but noble spirit — one in whom was all honesty 
and genial friendship under a rude exterior. His won- 
drous abilities could not be spoiled even by ignorant 
instructors. 

The first who attempted to write ‘ Some Account of the 
Life of William Shakspeare,’ Rowe, says, “His father, 
who was a considerable dealer in wool, had so large a 
family, ten children in all, that, though he was his 
eldest son, he could give him no better education than 
his own employment. He had bred him, it is true, for 
some time at a free-school, where, it is probable, he 
acquired what Latin he was master of; but the narrow- 
ness of his circumstances, and the want of his assist- 
ance at home, forced Iiis father to withdraw him from 
thence, and unhappily prevented his further proficiency 
in that language.” This statement, be it remembered, 
was written one liundred and thirty years after tlie 
event which it professes to record — the early removal of 
William Shakspere from the free-school to which he 
had been sent by his father. We have no hesitation in 
saying that tlie statement is manifestly based upon two 
assumptions, both of which are incorrect ; — The first, 
that his father had a large family of ten children, and 
was so narrowed in his circumstances that he could not 
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spare even the time of his eldest son, he being (aught 
fur nothing ; and, secondly, that the son, by his early 
removal from the school where he acquired ‘^what 
Latin he was master of,” was prevented attaining a 

proficiency in that language,” his works manifesting 
“ an ignorance of the ancients.” It may be convenient 
that we should in this place endeavour to dispose of 
both these assertions. 

The family of John Shakspere did not consist, as we 
have already shown, of ten children. In the year 1578, 
when the school education of William may be reason- 
ably supposed to have terminated, and before which 
period his “assistance at home” would rather have been 
embarrassing tlian useful to his father, the family con- 
sisted of five children : William, aged fourteen.; Gil- 
bert, twelve ; Joan, nine ; Anne, seven ; and Richard, 
four. Anne died early in the following year; and, in 
1580, Edmund, the youngest child, was bom ; so that 
the family never exceeded five living at the same time. 
But still the circumstances of John Shakspere, even 
with five children, might have been straitened. The 
assertion of Rowe excited the persevering diligence of 
Malone ; and lie has collected together a series of do- 
cuments from which he infers, or leaves tlie reader to 
infer, that John Shakspere and his family gradually 
sunk from their station of respectability at Stratford 
into the depths of poverty and ruin. The sixth section 
of Malone’s posthumous * Life’ is devoted to a consider- 
ation of this suliject. It thus commences : “ The ma- 
nufacture of gloves, which was, at this period, a very 
nourishing one, both at Stratford and Worcester (in 
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which latter city it is still carried on with great suc- 
cess), however generally beneficial, should seem, from 
whatever cause, to have afforded our poet’s father but a 
scanty maintenance.” The assumption that John 
Shakspere depended for his “ maintenance” upon “ t!ie 
manufacture of gloves” rests entirely and absolutely 
upon one solitary entry in the books of the bailiff’s 
court at Stratford. We have seen the original entry ; 
and though we are not learned enough in palaeography 
to pronounce whether tlie abridged word which com- 
mences the third line describes the occupation of John 
Shakspere, this we know, that it does not consist of the 
letters Glover, as Malone prints it, he at the same time 
abridging the other words which are abbreviations in the 
record. No other entry in the same book, and there are 
many, recites the occupation of John Shakspere ; but the 
subjects in dispute which are sometimes mentioned in 
these entries look very unlike the litigations of a glover, 
whether he be plaintiff or defendant. For example, on 
the 19th of November, 1556, the year after tlie action 
against Malone’s glover, John Shakspere is complainant 
against Henry Field in a plea for unjustly detaining 
eighteen quarters of grain. This is scarcely the plea of a 
glover. But, glover or not, he was a landed proprietor 
and an occupier of land ; and he did not, therefore, in 
the year 1578, depend upon the manufacture of gloves 
for a scanty maintenance.” However, be his occu- 
pation what it may, Malone affirms that “ when our 
author was about fourteen years old ” the distressed 
situation” of his father was evident: it rests ** upon 
surer grounds than conjecture.” The Coqjoration 
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books have shown that on particular occasions, such as 
the visitation of the plague in 1564, John Shakspere 
contributed like others to the relief of the poor ; but 
now, in January, 1677-8, he is taxed for the neces- 
sities of the borough only to pay half what other aider- 
men pay ; and in November of the same year, whilst 
other aldermen are assessed fourpence weekly towards 
the relief of the poor, John Shakspere ‘‘ shall not be 
taxed to pay anything.” In 1579 the sum levied upon 
him for providing soldiers at the charge of the borough 
is returned, amongst similar sums of other persons, as 
unpaid and unaccounted for.” Finally, this un- 
questionable evidence of the books of the borough shows 
that tiiis merciful forbearance of his brother townsmen 
was unavailing ; for, in an action brought against him 
in the bailiff’s court in the year 1586, he during these 
seven years having gone on from bad to worse, the 
return by the seijeauts at mace upon a warrant of dis- 
tress is, that John Shaksjjerc has nothing upon which 
distress can be levied. There are other corroborative 
proofs of Jolin Shakspere's poverty at this period brought 
forward by Malone. In this precise year, 1578, he 
mortgages his wife’s inheritance of Asbies to Kdmund 
Lambert for forty pounds ; and, in the same year, the 
will of Mr. Roger Sadler of Stratford, to which is sub- 
joined a list of debts due to him, shows that John Shak- 
spere was indebted to him five pounds, for which sum 
Edmund 1 ambert was a security, — “ By which,” says 
Malone, it appears that John Shakspere was then 
considered insolvent, if not as one dej)ending rather on 
the credit of others than his own.” It is of little con- 
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sequence to the present age to know whether an alder- 
man of Stratford, nearly three hundred yeai's past, 
became unequal to maintain his social position ; but to 
enable us to form a right estimate of the education of 
William Shakspere, and of the circumstances in which 
he was placed at the most influential period of his life, 
it may not be unprofitable to consider how far these 
revelations of the private affairs of his father support 
the case which Malone holds he has so triumphantly 
proved. The documents which he has brought forward 
certainly do not constitute, the whole case ; and, with- 
out lending ourselves to a spirit of advocacy, we be- 
lieve that the inferences which have been drawn from 
them, and adopted by men of higher mark than tlieir 
original promulgator, are altogether gratuitous and in- 
congruous. We shall detain our readers a very short 
time, whilst, implicitly adopting all these discoveries 
(as they are called), — without attempting to infer that 
some of the circumstances may apply to another John 
Shaksj)ere, — we trace what we think a more probable 
course of the fortunes of the alderman of Stratford, 
until the period when his illustrious son had himself 
become the father of a family. 

In the year 1568 John Shakspere was high bailiff of 
Stratford. In 1571 he was chief alderman. The 
duties of the first office demanded a constant residence 
in Stratford. Beyond occasional attentlance, the du- 
ties of the second office would be few. In 1570 he is 
the occupier of a small estate at Ingon, in the parish of 
Stratford, two miles from the town, at a rent which un- 
questionably shows that a bouse of importance was 
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attached to the meadow.” In 1574 lio purchased 
two freehold houses in Henley Street, with gardens and 
orchards; and he probably occupied one or both of 
these. In 1578 he mortgaged the estate of Asbies to 
Edmund Lambert, who also appears to have been 
security for him for the sum of five pounds. At the 
time, then, when Malone holds that John Shakspere is 
insolvent, because another is his security for five 
pounds, and that other the mortgagee of his estate, he is 
also excused jmblic payments because he is poor. But 
he is the possessor of two freehold houses in Henley 
Street, bought in 1574. Malone, a lawyer by profes- 
sion, supjwses that the money for which Asbies was 
mortgaged went to pay the purchase of the Stratford 
freeholds ; according to which theory, these freeholds 
had been unpaid for during four years, and the “ good 
and lawful money” was not “ in hand” when the 
vendor parted with the premises. We hold, and we 
think more reasonably, that in 1578, wlien he mort- 
gaged Asbies, John Shaks{)ere became the purchaser, 
or at any rate the occupier, of lands in the parish of 
Stratford, but not in tlie borough ; and that, in either 
case, the money for which Asbies was mortgaged was 
the capital employed in this undertaking. The lands 
which were purchased by William Sliakspere of the 
Combe family, in 1601, are described in the deed as 
“ lying or being within the parish, fields, or town of 
Old Stretford.” But the will of William Shakspere, 
he having become the heir-at-law of his father, devisei 
all his lands and tenements “ within the towns, ham- 
lets, villages, fields, and grounds of Stratford-upon- 
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Avon, Old Stratford, Bishopton, and Welcombe/’ Old 
Stratford is a local denomination, essentially dlflerent 
from Bishopton or Welcombe; and, therefore, whilst 
the lands purchased by the son in 1601 might be those 
recited in the will as lying in Old Stratford, he miglit 
liave derived from Ids father the lands of Bishopton and 
Welcombe, of the purchase of which by Idmself we have 
no record. So, in the same way, the tenements referred 
to by the will as being in Stratford-upon-Avon, com- 
prised not only tl»e great house purchased by him, but 
the freeholds in Henley Street which he inherited from 
his father. Indeed it is expressly stated in a document 
of 1596, a memorandum upon the grant of arms in the 
Heralds’ College to John Sliakspere, he hath lands 
and tenements, of good wealth and substance, 500/.” 
The lands of Bishopton and Welcombe arc in the parish 
of Stratford, but not in the borough. Bishopton was a 
hamlet, having an ancient chapel of ease. We hold, 
then, that in the year 1578 John Shakspere ceased, 
though perhaps not wholly so, to reside within the 
borough of Stratford. Other aldermen are rated to pay 
towards the furniture of pikemen, billmen, and archers, 
six shillings and eight-pence ; whilst John Sliakspere is 
to pay three shillings and four-pence. Why less than 
other aldermen ? The next entry but one, which relates 
to a brother alderman, answers the question : — 

“ Robert Bratt, nothing in this pi.ace.’' 

Again, ten months after, — “ It is ordained that every 
alderman shall pay weekly, towards the relief of the 
poor, four-pence, save John Sliakspere and Robert 
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Bratt, who shall not be taxed to pay anything.” Here 
John Shakspere is associated with Robert Bratt, who, 
according to the previous entry, was to pay nothing in 
this place ; that is, in the borough of Stratford, to which 
the orders of the council alone apply. The return, in 
1579, of Mr. Shakspere as leaving unpaid the sum of 
three shillings and three pence, was the return upon a 
levy for the borough, in which, although the possessor 
of property, he might have ceased to reside. Seven 
years after this comes the celebrated return to the war-, 
rant of distress, that John Shakspere has nothing to 
distrain upon. The jurisdiction of the bailifi”s court of 
Stratford is wholly contined to the borough ; and out of 
the borough the officers could not go. We have traced 
the course of this action in the bailiff’s books of Strat- 
ford, beyond the entries which Malone gives us. It 
continued before the court for nearly live months ; pro- 
ceeding after proceeding being taken upon it, with a 
pertinacity on the part of the defendant which appears 
far more like the dogged resistance of a wealthy man 
to a demand which he thought unjust, than that of a 
man in the depths of poverty, seeking to evade a pay- 
ment which must be ultimately enforced by the seizure 
of his goods, or by a prison. The distringas^ which 
the officers of the borough of Stratford could not exe- 
cute, was followed by a capias ; and then, no doubt, 
the debt was paid, and the heavier fees of the lawyers 
discharged. Further, in the very year of this action, 
John Sliakspere ceases to be a member of the corpora- 
tion ; and the circumstances attending his withdrawal 
or removal from that body are strongly confirmatory of 
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tbe view we have taken. “ I find,” says Malone, “ on 
inspecting the records, that our poet’s father had not 
attended at any hall for the seven preceding years.” 
This is perfectly correct. At these halls, except on the 
very rarest occasions, the members attending do not 
sign their names ; but after the entry of the preliminary 
form by the town-clerk, — such as “Stratford Bnrgus, ad 
aulam ibid. tent. vi. die Septembris anno regni diiae 
Elizabethae vicesimo octavo,” — the town-clerk enters 
the names of all the aldermen and burgesses, and there 
is a dot or other mark placed against the names of tliose 
who are in attendance. The last entry in which the 
name of J ohn Shakspere is so distinguished as attending 
occurs in 1579. But at the hall held on the 6th of 
September, in the 28th of Elizabeth, is this entry;— 
“At this hall William Smythe and Richard Courte are 
chosen to be aldermen in the place of John Wheler 
and John Shaxspere; for that Mr. Wheler doth desyer 
to be put out of the companye, and Mr. Shaxspere doth 
not come to the halls when they be warned, nor hath 
not done of long tyme.” Is it not more credible that, 
from the year 1579 till the year 1586, when he was 
removed from the corporation, in all probability by his 
own consent, John Shakspere was not dwelling in the 
borough of Stratford, — tliat he had ceasetl to take an 
interest in its affairs, although he was unwilling to 
forego its dignities ; — than that during these seven years 
he was struggling with hopeless poverty ; that he allowed 
his brother aldermen and burgesses to sit in judgment 
Oil his means of paying the assessments of the borougli ; 
that they consented to reduce and altogether to dig- 
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cliarge Ihb assessment, althougli he was tlie undoubted 
possessor of property within the borough ; that he pro- 
claimed his poverty in the most abject manner, and 
proclaimed it untruly whilst he held any property at 
all, and his lands were mortgaged for a very inadequate 
sum, when the first object of an embarrassed man would 
have been to have upheld his credit by making an effort 
to meet every public demand? What is the most extra- 
ordinary thing of all is, that he should have recovered 
this long humiliation so suddenly tliat, in 1596, he goes 
to the College of Arms for additions to his armorial 
bearings, and states that he is worth five hundred pounds 
in lands and tenements. During this period he was 
unquestionably a resident in the parish of Stratford ; 
for the register of that parish contains the entry of the 
burial of a daughter in 1579, and the baptism of a son 
in 1580. His grandchildren, also, are baptized in that 
parish in 1583 and 1585. But his assessments in 
“that place” — the borough — are reduced in 1578, and 
wholly foregone in 1579. He has ceasetl to be amen- 
able to the borough assessments. The lands of Wel- 
combe and Bishopton, we may fairly assume, were his 
home. He has not been dependent upon the trade of 
Stratford, whether in gloves or wool. He is a culti- 
vator, and his profits are not very variable. His son 
purchases a large quantity of land in the same district 
a few years afterwards ; and that son himself becomes 
a cultivator, even whilst he is the most successful 
dramatist of his time. Tliat son has also his actions in 
the bailiff's court, as his fatlier had, for com sold and 
delivered, of which more hereafter. Tl»at sou cleave# 
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to hit native place with a love which no fame won, no 
pleasure enjoyed, in the great capital, — the society of 
the great, the praises of the learned, — can extinguish. 
Neither does that son take any part in the affairs of tlie 
borough. He purchases the best house in Stratford in 
1597, but the records of Stratford show that he had no 
desire for local honours. The father, instead of sinking 
into poverty, appears to us to have 8e|)arated himself 
from the concerns of the borough, and from the society 
of the honest men who administered them. He pro- 
bably had not more happiness in his struggle to main- 
tain the rank of gentleman ; but that he did make that 
struggle is, we think, consistent with all the circum* 
stances upon record. That the children of William 
Shakspere should have been brought up at Stratford,— 
that Stratford should have been his home, although 
London was his place of necessary sojourn, — is, we 
think, quite incompatible with the belief that, at the 
exact period when the poet was gaining rapid wealth as 
a sharer in the Blackfriars Tlieatre, the father was so 
reduced to the extremity of indigence that he had no- 
thing to distrain upon in his dwelling in the place 
where he had dwelt for years, in competence and 
honour. 

Seeing, then, that at any rate in the year 1574, when 
John Shakspere purchased two freehold houses in Strat- 
ford, it was scarcely necessary for him to withdraw hii 
son William from school, as Rowe has it, on account 
of the narrowness of his circumstances (the education 
at school costing the father nothing), it is not diffi* 
cult to believe that the sou remained there till the 
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period when boys were usually withdrawn from gram- 
mar-sciiools. In those days the education of the uni- 
versity commenced much earlier than at present. Boys 
intended for the learned professions, and more especially 
for the church, commonly went to Oxford and Cam- 
bridge at eleven or twelve years of age. If they were 
not intended for those professions, they probably re- 
mained at the grammar-school till they were thirteen 
or fourteen ; and then they were fitted for being ayr 
prenticed to tradesmen, or articled to attorneys, a 
numerous and thriving body in those days of cheap 
litigation. Many also went early to the Inns of Court, 
which were the universities of the law, and where there 
was real study and discipline in direct connection with 
the several Societies. To assume that William Shak* 
•pere did not stay long enough at the grammar-school 
of Stratford to obtain a very fair proficiency in Latin,” 
with some knowledge of Greek, is to assume an ab- 
surdity upon the face of the circumstances; and it 
could never have been assumed at all, had not Rowe, 
setting out upon a false theory, that, because in the 
works of Shakspere “ we scarce find any traces of any- 
thing that looks like an imitation of the ancients,” held 
that therefore ‘‘ his not copying at least something from 
them may be an argument of his never having read 
them.” Opposed to this is the statement of Aubrey, 
much nearer to the times of Shak8})ere : he understood 
Latin pretty well.” Rowe had been led into his illo- 
gical inference by the ** small Latin and less Gredr ” 
of Jonson ; the old mother-wit ” of Denham ; the “bif 
learning was very little ” of Fuller ; the native wood- 
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notes wild ” of Milton, — phrases, every one of which is 
to be taken with considerable qualification, whether we 
regard the peculiar characters of die utterers, or the cir- 
cumstances connected with the words themselves. The 
question rests not upon the interpretation of the dictum 
of this authority or that, but upon the indisputable fad 
that the very earliest writings of Shakspere are imbued 
with a spirit of classical antiquity, and that the allusive 
nature of the learning that manifests itself in them, 
whilst it offers the best proof of his familiarity with the 
ancient writers, is a circumstance which has misle{l 
those who never attempted to dispute the existence of 
the learning which was displayed in the direct pedantry 
of his contemporaries. Tf,” said Hales of Eton, “ he 
had not r^ad the classics, he had likewise not stolen 
from them.” Marlowe, Greene, Peele, and all the early 
dramatists, overload their plays with quotation and 
mythological allusion. According to Hales, they steal, 
and therefore they have read. He who uses his know- 
ledge skilfully is assumed not to have read. 

It is not our intention here to enter upon a general 
examination of the various opinions that have been held 
as to the learning of Shakspere, and the tendericy of 
those opinions to show that he was without learning. 
We only desire to point out, by a very few observations, 
that the learning manifested in his early productions 
does not bear out the assertion of Rowe that his pro- 
ficiency in the Latin language was interrupted by his 
aarly removal from the free-school of Stratford. His 
yo»fthful poem, ‘ Venus and Adonis,' the first heir of bis 
Itifention, is upon a classical subject The < Rape of 



174 


LIFE AND WRITINGS OF 


Lucrece ' is founded upon a legend of the beginnings 
of Roman history. Would he have ventured upon 
these subjects had he been unfamiliar with the ancient 
writers, from the attentive study of which he could 
alone obtain the knowledge which would enable him 
to treat them with propriety ? His was an age of sound 
scholarship. He dedicates both poems to a scholar, 
and a patron of scholars. Does any one of his con- 
temporaries object that these classical subjects were 
treated by a young man ignorant of the classics ? Will 
the most critical examination of these poems detect 
anything that betrays this ignorance ? Is tliere not the 
most perfect keeping in both these poems, — an original 
conception of the mode of treating these subjects, ad- 
visedly adopted, with the full knowledge of what might 
be imitated, but preferring the vigorous painting of 
nature to any imitation 1 * Love’s Labour *8 Lost,* 

undoubtedly one of the earliest comedies, shows-Hiipon 
the principle laid down by Coleridge, that a young 
author’s first work almost always bespeaks his recent 
pursuits ” — that the habits of William Shakspere “had 
been scholastic, and those of a student.” The ‘ Comedy 
of Errors * is full of those imitations of tlie ancients in 
particular passages which critics have in all cases been 
too apt to take as the chief evidences of learning. The 
critics of Shakspere are puzzled by these imitations; 
and when they see with what skill he adopts, or amends, 
or rejects, the incidents of the ‘ Mensechmi ' of Plautus, 
they have no resource but to contend that his know- 
led^ of Plautus was derived from a wretched tranala- 
t ion, published in all probability eight or ten yeait 
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after ‘ The Comedy of Errors * was written. The three 
Parts of ‘ Henry VL’ are the earliest of the historical 
plays. Those who dispute the genuineness of the First 
Part affirm that it contains more allusions to mythology 
and classical authors than ShaksiDere ever uses; but, 
with a most singular inconsistency, in the passages of 
the Second and Third Parts which they have chosen to 
pronounce as the additions of Shakspere to the original 
plays of another writer or writers, there are to be found 
many allusions to mythology and classical writers 
as in the part which they deny to be his. We have 
observed upon these passages that they furnish the 
proof that, as a young writer, he possessed a competent 
knowledge of the ancient authors, and was not unwill- 
ing to display it ; but that, with that wonderful 
judgment which was as remarkable as the prodigious 
range of his imaginative powers, he soon learnt to avoid 
the pedantry to which inferior men so pertinaciously 
clung in the pride of their scholarship.” Ranging 
over the whole dramatic works of Shakspere, when- 
ever we find a classical image or allusion, such as in 
‘ Hamlet,’ — 

“ A station like the herald Mercury, 

New lighted on a heaven'kissing hill,”— 

the management of the idea is always elegant and 
graceful ; and the passage may sustain a cotitrast with 
the most refined imitations of his contemporaries, or of 
Ids own imitator, Milton. In his Roman plays he ap- 
pean coexistent with his wonderful characters, and to 
have read all the obscure pages of Roman history with 
a dearer eye than philoso^eror historian. When he 
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employs Latinisms in the construction of his sentences, 
and even in the creation of new words, he does so with 
singular facility and unerring correctness. And then, 
we are to be told, he managed all this by studying bad 
translations, and by copying extracts from grammars 
and dictionaries ; as if it was reserved for such miracles 
of talent and industry as the Farmers and the Steevenses 
to read Ovid and Virgil in their original tongues, 
whilst the dull Shakspere, whether schoolboy or adult, 
was to be contented through life with the miserable 
translations of Arthur Golding and Thomas Phaer.* 
We believe that his familiarity at least with the best 
Roman writers was begun early, and continued late ; 
and that he, of all boys of Stratford, would be die least 
likely to discredit the teaching of Tliomas Hunt and 
Thomas Jenkins, the masters of the grammar-school 
from 1572 till 1580. 

Tiiere were other agencies than the grammar-school 
at work in the direction of Shakspere s inquiring boy- 
hood. There are local associations connected with 
Stratford which could not be without their influence in 
the formation of his mind. Within the range of such 
a boy’s curiosity were the fine old historic towns of 
Warwick and Coventry, the sumptuous palace of 
Kenilworth, the grand monastic remains of Evesham. 
His own Avon abounded with spots of singular beauty, 
quiet hamlets, solitary woods. Nor was Stratford shu^ 

* See a series of learned and spirited papers by the laM 
Dr. Maginn on Farmer’s * Essay,’ printed in Fraser’s Mi^fa< 
tine, 1839. 
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out from the general world, as many country town# 
are. It was a great highway ; and dealers with every 
variety of merchandise resorted to its fairs. Tlie feyes 
of Shakspere must always have been open for ob- 
servation. When he was twelve years old Elizabeth 
made her celebrated progress to Lord Leicester’s castle 
of Kenilworth. Was William Shakspere at Kenil 
worth in that summer of 1575, when the great Dudley 
entertained the queen with a splendour which annalists 
have delighted to record, and upon which one of our 
own days has bestowed a fame more imperishable than 
that of any annals? Percy, speaking of the old Co- 
ventry Hock-play, says, “ Whatever this old play or 
etorial show was at the time it was exhibited to Queen 
Elizabeth, it liad probably our young Shakspere for a 
ipectator, who was then in his twelfth year, and doubt- 
less attended with all the inhabitants of the surrounding 
country at these ‘princely pleasures of Kenilworth/ 
whence Stratford is only a few miles distant,” The 
preparations for this celebrated entertainment were on 
so magnificent a scale, the purveyings must have been 
so enormous, the posts so unintermitting, that there had 
needed not the flourishings of paragraphs (for the age of 
paragraphs was not as yet) to have roused the curiosity 
of all mid-England. In 1575, when Robert Dudley 
welcomed his sovereign with a more than regal magni- 
ficence, it is easy to believe that his ambition looked 
for a higher reward than that of continuing a queen’s 
noit favoured servant and counsellor. It appears to 
m that the exquisite speech of Oberon in ‘ A Midsum- 
MT Night’s Dream’ is founded upon a recollection of 



m 


LIFE AND WRITINGS OP 


wbat the young Shakspere heard of the intent of thf 
princely pleasures of Kenilworth, and is associated with 
some of the poetical devices which he might have there 
beheld 

** Obe. My gentle Puck, come hither : Thou remembef at 
Since once 1 tat upon a promontory, 

And heard a mermaid, on a dolphin*a back. 

Uttering such dulcet and harmonious breath. 

That Uie rude tea grew civil at her song ; 

And certain stars shot madly from their spheres, 

To hear the aea-maid's music. 

Puck. I remember. 

Obe. That very time I saw, (but thou couldst not,) 

Flying between the cold moon and the earth, 

Cupid all arm'd ; a certain aim he took 
At a fair vestal, throned by the west ; 

And loos’d his love-shuft smartly from his bow, 

As it should pierce a hundred thousand hearts : 

But I might see young Cupid’s fiery shaft 
Quench’d in the chaste l>eams of the watery moon ; 

And the imperial votaress passed on, 
lu maiden meditation, fancy-free,” 

The most remarkable of the shows of Kenilworth were 
associated with the mythology and the romance of 
lakes and seas. ** Triton, in likeness of a mermaid, 
came towards the Queen’s Majesty.” “ Arion appeared 
sitting on a dolphin’s back.” So the quaint and really 
poetical George Gascoigne, in his * Brief Rehearsal, or 
rather a true Copy of as much as was presented before 
her Majesty at Kenilworth.' But the diffuse and most 
entertaining coxcomb Laneham describes a song of 
Arion with an ecstasy which may justify the belief that 
the "dulcet and harmonious breath” of "the aea- 
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maid’s music ” might be the echo of the melodies 
heard by the young poet as he stood beside the lake at 
Kenilworth : — **Now, Sir, the ditty in metre so aptly 
endited to the matter, and after by voice deliciously 
delivered ; the song, by a skilful artist into his parts so 
sweetly sorted j each part in his instrument so clean 
and sharply touched; every instrument again in his 
kind so excelleritly tunable ; and this in the evening of 
the day, resounding from the calm waters, where the 
presence of her Majesty, and longing to listen, had 
utterly damped all noise and din, the whole harmony 
conveyed in time, tune, and temper thus incomparably 
melodious; with what pleasure (Master Martin), with 
what sharpness of conceit, with what lively delight this 
might pierce into the hearers’ hearts, I pray ye imagine 
yourself, as ye may.” If EliEal>eth be the “ fair vestal 
throned by the west,” of which there can be no reason- 
able doubt, the most appropriate scerie of the mermaid’s 
song would bo Kenilworth, and “ that very time” the 
summer of 1575. There were oilier circumstances con- 
nected with his locality which were favourable to the 
cultivation of the dramatic spirit in the boy-poet. It 
requires not the imagination of the romance-writer to 
assume that before William Shakspere was sixteen, that 
il^ before the year 1680, when the pageants at Coventry, 
with one or two rare exceptions, were finally suppressed, 
he would be a spectator of one of these remarkable per^ 
formances, which were in a few years wholly to perish ; 
becoming, however, the foundations of a drama more 
suited to the altered spirit of the people, mcwe universal 
its range, — the dramaof the laity, and not of the church. 
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The ancient accounts of the Chamberlain of the borough 
of Stratford exhibit a number of payments made out of 
the funds of the corporation for tlieatrical performance!. 
In 1569, when John Shak8j)ere was chief magistrate, 
there is a|)ayment of nine shillings to the Queen’s players, 
and of twelve-[)ence to the Earl of Worcester’s players. 
In 1573 the Earl of Leicester’s players received six 
shillings and eight-pence. In 1574 “my Lord of 
Warwick’s players” have a gratuity of seventeen 
shillings, and the Earl of Worcester’s players of five 
and seven-pence. In 1577 “ my Lord of Leicester’s 
players’’ receive fifteen shillings, and “ my Lord of 
Worcester’s players” three and four-pence. In 1579 
and 1580 the entries are more circumstantial : — 

“ 1579. Item paid to my Lord Strang© men the xi'^ day of 
February at the c^aundement of Mr. Bayliffe, vs. 

P* at the c^andement of Mr. Baliffe to tlie Countys of Essex 
plears, xiv«. vid. 

1580, pd to the Earle of Darbyes players at the comaundement 
of Mr. Baliffe, viils. ivd.” 

It thus appears that there had been three sets of players 
at Stratford within a short distance of the time when 
William Shakspere was sixteen years of age. 

It is a curious circumstance that the most precise 
and interesting account which we possess of one of the 
earliest of the theatrical performances is from the re- 
collection of a man who was bom in the same year as 
William Shakspere. In 1639 R. W. (BL Willis), 
stating bis age to be seventy-five, published a little 
volume called * Mount Tabor,’ which contains apas^ 
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** upon a siage-play which I saw when I was a 
child,” which is essential to be given in any history or 
•ketch of the early stage : 

“ In the city of Gloucester the manner is (as I think 
it is in other like cor[ioration8) that, when players of in- 
terludes come to town, they first attend the mayor, to 
inform him what nobleman’s servants they are, and so 
to get licence for their public playing ; and if the 
mayor like the actors, or would show respect to their 
lord and master, he appoints them to play their first 
play before himself and the aldermen and common 
council of the city; and that is called the mayor's 
play, where every one that will comes in without money, 
the mayor giving the playera a reward as he thinks fit, 
to show respect unto them. At such a play my father 
took me with him, and made me stand between his 
legs, as he sat u^jon one of tlie trenches, where we saw 
and heard very well. The play was called * The 
Cradle of Security,’ wherein was personated a king or 
some great prince, with his courtiers of several kinds, 
amongst which three ladies were in special grace with 
him, and they, keeping him in delights and pleasures, 
drew him from his graver counsellors, hearing of ser- 
mons, and listening to g(x>d counsel and admonitions, 
that in the end tliey got him to lie down in a cradle 
upon the stage, where these three ladies, joining in a 
sweet song, rocked him asleep, that he snorted again, 
and in the mean time clcMiely conveyed under the 
clothes wherewithal he was covered a vizard like a 
•wine’s snout upon his face, with three wire chains 
fastened thereunto, the other end whereof being holden 
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•everally by those three ladies, who fall to singing again, 
and then discovered his face, that the spectators might 
see how they liad transformed him going on with their 
singing. Whilst all this was acting, there came forth 
of another door at the farthest end of the stage two old 
men, the one in blue, with a sergeant-at-arms his mace 
on his shoulder, the other in red, with a drawn sword 
in his hand, and leaning with the other hand upon the 
other’s shoulder, and so they two went along in a soft 
pace, round about by the skirt of the stage, till at last 
they came to the cradle, when all the court was in 
greatest jollity, and then the foremost old man with his 
mace stroke a fearful blow upon the cradle, whereat all 
the courtiers, with the three ladies and the vizard, all 
vanished; and the desolate prince, starting up bare- 
faced, and finding himself thus sent for to judgment, 
made a lamentable complaint of his miserable case, 
and so was carried away by wicked spirits. This prince 
did personate in the moral the wicked of the world ; the 
three ladies, pride, covetousness, and luxury ; the two 
old men, the end of the world and the last judgment. 
This sight took such impression in me, that when I 
came towards man’s estate it was as fresh in my memory 
as if I had seen it newly acted.” 

We now understand why the bailiff of Stratford paid 
the players out of the public money. The first perform- 
ance of each company in this town was the bailiff s, or 
chief magistrate’s, play ; and thus, when the father of 
William Shak8i)ere was bailiff, the boy might have 
stood between his legs as he sat upon one of the 
benches.” 
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The hall of the Guild, which afterwards became the 
Town Hall, was the occasional theatre of Stratford. It 
is now a long room, and somewhat low, the building 
being divided into two floors, the upper of which is used 
as the Grammar School. The elevation for the Court 
at one end of the hall would form the stage; and on 
one side is an ancient separate chamber to which the 
performers would retire. With a due provision of 
benches, about three hundred persons could be accom- 
modated in this room ; and no doubt Mr. Bailiff would 
be liberal in the issue of his invitations, so that Stratford 
might not grudge its expenditure of five sliillings. 

It would appear from Willis’s description that ‘The 
Cradle of Security ’ was for the most part dumb show. 
It is probable that he was present at its performance at 
Gloucester when he was six or seven years of age ; it 
evidently belongs to that class of nioral plays which 
were of the simplest construction. And yet it was 
popular long after the English drama had reached its 
highest eminence. When the pageants and mysteries 
had been put down by the force of public opinion, when 
spectacles of a dramatic character had ceased to be 
employed as instruments of religious iiistruction, the 
professional players who had sprung up founded their 
popularity for a long period upon the ancient habits and 
associations of the people. Our drama was essentially 
formed by a course of steady progress, and not by rapid 
transition. We are accustomed to say that the drama 
was created by Shakspere, Marlowe, Greene, Kyd, and 
a few others of distinguished genius ; but they all of 
Ibam worked upon a foundation which was ready for 
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them. The Superstructure of real tragedy and comedy 
had to be erected upon the moral plays, the romances, 
the histories, which were beginning to be popular in the 
very first days of Queen Elizabeth, and continued to be 
so, even in their very rude forms, beyond the close of 
her long reign. 

The controversy upon the lawfulness of stage-plays 
was a remarkable feature of the period which we are 
now noticing ; and, as pamphlets were to that age what 
newspapers are to ours, there can be little doubt that 
even in the small literary society of Stratford the tracts 
upon this subject might be well known. The dispute 
about the Theatre was a contest between the holders of 
opposite opinions in religion. The Puritans, who even 
at that time were strong in their zeal if not in their 
numbers, made the Theatre the especial object of their 
indignation, for its unquestionable abuses allowed them 
so to frame their invectives that they might tell with 
double force against every description of public amuse- 
ment, against poetry in general, against music, against 
dancing, associated as they were with the excesses of an 
ill-regulated stage. A Treatise of John Northbrooke, 
licensed for the press in 1577, is directed against 
“ dicing, dancing, vain plays, or interludes.” Gosion, 
who had been a student of Christchurch, Oxford, had 
himself written two or three plays previous to his piib- 
Ucation, in 1579, of ‘The School of Abuse, containing 
a Pleasant Invective against Poets, Pipers, Players, 
Jesters, and such-like Caterpillars of a Commonwealth*' 
This book, written with considerable ostentation of 
leamingi and indeed with no common vigour and occa- 
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sional eloquence, defeats its own purposes by too large 
an aim. Poets, whatever be the character of their 
poetry, are the objects of Gosson's new-born hostility. 
The three abuses ol'the time are held to be inseparable : — 
“ As poetry and piping are cousin-germans, so piping 
and playing are of great affinity, and all three chained 
in links of abuse.” If the young Shakspere had his 
ambition turned towards dramatic poetry wlien he was 
sixteen, that ambition was not likely to be damped by 
Oosson's general declamation. 

The earliest, and the most permanent, of poetical 
associations are those which are impressed upon the 
mind by localities which have a deep historical interest. 
It would be difficult to find a district possessing more 
striking remains of a past time than the neighbourhood 
in which William Shaks])ere spent his youth. The 
poetical feeling which the battle-fields, and castles, and 
monastic ruins of mid-England would excite in him, 
may be reasonably considered to have derived an in- 
tensity through the real history of tliese celebrated spots 
being vague, and for the most part traditional. The age 
of local historians had not yet arrived. The monu- 
ments of the past were indeed themselves much more 
fireih and perfect than in the subsequent days, when 
every tomb inscription was copied, and every moulder- 
ing document set forth. But in the year 1580, if 
William Shakspere desired to know, for example, with 
■ome precision, the history which belonged to those 
noble towers of Warwick upon which he had often 
gaied with a delight that scarcely required to be based 
upon knowledge, he would look in vain fur any guide 
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to hit inquiries. Some old people might tell nim toat 
they remembered tiieir fathers to have spoken of one 
John Rous, the son of Geffrey Rous of Warwick, who, 
liaving diligently studied at Oxford, and obtained a 
rejmtation for uncommon learning, rejected all ambi- 
tious thoughts, shut himself up with bis books in the 
solitude of Guy’s Cliff, and was engaged to the last in 
writing the Clironicles of his country, and especially 
the history of his native Coimty and its famous Earls : 
and there, in the quiet of that pleasant place, perform- 
ing his daily offices of devotion as a chantry priest in 
the little chapel, did John Rous live a life of happy 
industry till 1491. But the world in general derived 
little profit from his labours. Yet if the future Poet 
sustained some disadvantage by living before the days 
of antiquarian minuteness, he could still dwell in the 
past, aud people it with the beings of his own ima- 
gination. The Chroniclers would, however, afford him 
ample materials to work into his own topography. 
There was a trutli which was to be found amidst all 
the mistakes and contradictions of the annalists — the 
great poetical truth, that the devices of men are insuffi- 
cient to establish any permanent command over events ; 
that crime would be followed by retribution ; that evil 
passions would become their own tormentors ; that in- 
justice could not be successful to the end; that al- 
though dimly seen and unwillingly acknowledged, the 
gyeat presiding power of tlie world could make evil work 
for good, and advance tlie general happiness out of the 
particular misery. This was the mode, we believe, in 
which that thoughtful youth read the Chronicles of his 
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country, whether brief or elaborate. Looking at them 
by the strong light of local association, there would be 
local tradition at hand to enforce that universal belief 
in the justice of God’s providence which is in itself 
alone one of tlie many proofs of that justice. 

Hall, the chronicler, writing his history of ‘ The 
Families of Lancaster and York,’ about seventy years 
after the “ continual dissension for the crown of this 
noble realm ” was terminated, says, — “ What noble- 
man liveth at this day, or what gentleman of any 
ancient stock or progeny is clear, whose lineage hath 
not been infested and plagued with this unnatural di- 
vision?” During the boyhood of William Shakspere, 
it cannot be doubted Uiat he would meet with many a 
gentleman, and many a yeoman, who would tell him 
how their forefatliers had been thus “infested and 
plagued.’^ The traditions of the most stirring events 
of that contest would at this time be about a century 
old} generally diluted in their interest by passing 
through the lips of tiiree or four generations, but occa- 
sionally presented vividly to the miiid of the inq^uiring 
boy in the narration of some amongst the “ hoary-headed 
eld,” whose fathers had fought at Bosworth or Tewks- 
bury. Many of these traditions, too, would be essen- 
tially local ; extending back even to the period when 
the banished Duke of Hereford, in his bold march 
“ From Ravenspurg to Cotswold,” • 
gathered a host of followers in the counties of Derby, 
Nottingham, Leicester, Warwick, and Worcester. 


* * Richard II./ Act 2, aceae 3. 
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Fields, where battles had been fought; towns, where 
parliaments had assembled, and treaties had been raf 
tided ; castles, where the great leaders liad stood at bay, 
or had sallied furtli upon the terrified country — such 
were tlie oltjecls wliich the young poet would associate 
with many an elaborate description of the clironiclers, 
and many an interesting anecdote of his ancient neigh- 
bours. It ajipears to us that his dramatic jjower was 
early directed towards this long and complicated story, 
by some jirinciple even more exciting than its capabili- 
ties for the purposes of the drama. It w’lis the story, 
we think, which was ])resented to him in tlie evening- 
talk around the Iicarth of his childhood ; it w'as the 
story whose written details were most accessible to him, 
being narrated by Hall with a rare minuteness of pic- 
tures(pic circumstiince ; but it was a story also of which 
his own district had been the scene, in many of its most 
stirring events. Out of ten English Historical Plays 
which were written by him, and some undoubtedly 
amongst his first performances, he has devoted eight to 
circumstances belonging to this memorable story. No 
odier nation ever iKissessed such a history of the events 
of a century, —a liistory in which the agents are not the 
hard abstractions of warriors and statesmen, but men of 
flesh and blood like ourselves; men of passion, and 
crime, and virtue ; elevated perliaps by the poetical 
art, but filled, also through that art, with such a won- 
drous life, that w'e dwell amongst them as if they were 
of our own day, and feel that they must have spoken at 
he has made them sjwak, and act as he has made them 
act. It is in vain tliat we are told that some events are 
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omitted, and some transposed ; that documentary history 
does not exhibit its evidence Acre, that a contemporary 
narrative somewhat militates against the representation 
there. The general truth of this dramatic history can- 
not be shaken. It is a philosophical history in llie very 
highest sense of that somewhat abused term. It con- 
tains the philosophy tliat can only be produced by the 
union of the noblest imagination witli the most just and 
temperate judgment. It is the loftiness of the poetical 
spirit which has enabled. Shakspere alone to write this 
history with impartiality. Open tlie chroniclers, and 
we tiud the prejudices of the Yorkist or the Lancastrian 
manifesting the intensity of the old factious hatred. 
Who can say to whiclt faction Shakspere belongs? He 
has comprehended the whole, whilst others knew only a 
part. 

The last play of the series which belongs to tlie wars 
of the Roses is unquestionably written altogether with a 
more matured iK)wer than those which preceded it ; yet 
the links which connect it with tlie other three plays of 
the series are so unbroken, the treatment of character is 
so consistent, and the poetical conception of the whole 
so uniform, that, whatever amount of criticism may be 
yet in store to show that our view is incorrect, we now 
confidently speak of them all as the plays of Shakspere, 
and of Shakspere alone. Matured, especially in its 
wonderful exhibition of character, as the ‘Richard III.’ 
Ist we cannot doubt that the subject was very early fami- 
liar to the young poet’s mind. The Battle of Bosworth 
Field was the great event of his own locality, which for 
a century had fixed the government of England. The 
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course of the Refomnation, and especially the dissolu- 
tion of the Monasteries, had produced great social 
changes, which were in operation at the time in which 
William Shakspere was born ; whose effects, for good 
and for evil, he must have seen working around him, os 
he grew from year to year in knowledge and experience. 
But those events were too recent, and indeed of too deli- 
cate a nature, to assume the ]K)etical aspect in his mind. 
They abided still in the region of prejudice and contro- 
versy. It was dangerous to sj)eak of the great religious 
divisions of the kingdom with a tolerant impartiality. 
History could scarcely deal with these oi)inion8 in a 
spirit of justice. Poetry, thus, which has regard to what 
is permanent and universal, has passed by these mat- 
ters, important as they are. But the great event which 
placed the Tudor family on the throne, and gave 
England a stable government, however occasionally 
distracted by civil and religious division, was an event 
which would seize fast upon such a mind as that of 
William Shaksi)cre. Ilis ancestor, tliere can be little 
doubt, had been an adherent of the Earl of Richmond. 
For his faithful services to the conqueror at Bosworth 
he was rewarded, as we are assured, by lands in War- 
wickshire, That field of Bosworth would therefore 
have to him a family as well as a local interest. Burton, 
the historian of Leicestershire, who was bom aliout ten 
years after William Shakspere, tells us “ that his great- 
great-grandfather, John Hardwick, of Bindley, near 
Bosworth, a man of very short stature, but active and 
courageous, tendered his service to Henry, with some 
troop of horse, the night he lay at Atherston, became 
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his guide to the field, advised him in the attack, and 
how to profit by the sun and by the wind.” Burton 
furtlier says, writing in 1622, tliat tlie inhabitants living 
around the plain called Bosworth Field, more properly 
the plain of Sutton, ^‘liave many occurrences and pas- 
sages yet fresli in memory, by reason that some persons 
thereabout, which saw the battle fought, were living 
within less than forty years, of which persons myself 
have seen some, and have heard of their disclosures, 
tliough related by the second hand.” This “living 
within less than forty years ” would take us back to 
about the j)eriod which we are now viewing in relation 
to the life of Shakspere. But certainly there is some- 
thing over-marvellous in Burton's story, to enable us to 
think that William Shakspere, even as a very young 
boy, could have conversed with “ some persons there- 
about” who had seen a battle fought in 1485. That, 
as Burton more reasonably of himself says, he might 
have “ heard their discourses at second-hand ” is pro- 
bable enough. Bosworth Field is about thirty miles 
from Stratford. Burton says that the plain derives its 
name from Bosworth, “ not tliat this battle was fought 
at this place (it being fought in a large, flat plain, and 
spacious ground,* three miles distant from this town, 
between the towns of Shenton, Sutton, Dadlington, and 
Stoke) ; but for that this town was the most worthy town 
of note near adjacent, and was therefore called Bosworth 
Fiehl. That tliis battle was fought in this plain 
appeareth by many remarkable places : By a little 
mount cast up, where the common report is, that at the 
first beginning of the battle Henry Earl of Richmond 
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made hig paraenetical oration to his army ; by divers 
pieces of anoour, weapons, and other warlike accoutre- 
ments, and by many arrowheads here found, ' whereof, 
about twenty years since, at the enclosure of the lord- 
ship of Stoke, great store were digged up, of which some 
1 have now (1622) in my custody, being of a long, 
large, and big pro|K)rtion, far greater than any now in 
use; as also by relation of the inhabitants, who have 
many occurrences and passages yet fresh in memory.” 
Burton goes on to tell two stories connected with the 
eventful battle. Tlie one was the vision of King Richard, 
of ** divers fearful ghosts running about him, not suffer- 
ing him to take any rest, still crying ‘ Revenge.’ ” Hall 
relates the tradition thus : — “ The fame went that he liad 
tlie same niglit a dreadful and a terrible dream, for it 
seemed to him, being asleep, that he saw divers images 
like terrible devils, nut suffering him to lake any quiet 
or rest.” Burton says, previous to his description of the 
dream, “ Tlie vision is reported to be in this manner.” 
And certainly big account of the fearful ghosts “ still 
crying Revenge ” is essentially different from that of tlie 
chronicler, Shakspere has followed the more poetical 
account of the old l(»cal historian ; which, however, 
could not have been known to him : — 

** Melhought the souls of all that I have murther’d 
Came to my tent ; and every one did threat 
To-morrow’s vengeance on the head of Richard.” 

Did Shakspere obtain his notion from the same source 
as Burton — from “relation of the inhabitants who have 
many occurrences and passages yet fresh in memory f” 
The localities amidst which Shakspere lived were^ ai 
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we have thus seen, highly favourable to his cultivation 
of a poetical reverence for antiquity. But his unerring 
observation pf the present prevented the past becoming 
to him an illusion. lie had always an earnest patriot- 
ism ; be had a strong sense of the blessings which had 
been conferred upon his own day through the security 
won out of peril and suffering by the middle classes. 
The destruction of the old institutions, after the first 
evil effects had been mitigated by the energy of the 
people, had diffused capital, and had caused it to be 
employed with more activity. But he, who scarcely 
ever stops to notice the political aspects of his own day, 
cannot forbear an indignant comment upon the suffer- 
ings of the very poorest, which, if not caused by, were 
at least coincident with, the great spoliation of the pro- 
perty of the Church. Poor Tom, “ who is wliipped from 
tithing to tithing, and stocked, punished, and impri- 
soned,” was no fanciful portrait ; he was the creature of 
the pauper legislation of half a century. Exhortations 
in the churches, “for tlie furtherance of the relief of 
such as were in unfeigned misery,” were prescribetl by 
the statute of the 1st of Edward VI. j but the same 
statute directs that tlie unhappy wanderer, after certain 
forms of proving that he has not offered himself for 
work, shall be marked V with a hot iron uj)on his 
breast, and adjudged to be “ a slave ” for two years lo 
him who brings him before justices of the peace ; and 
the statute goes on to direct the slave-owner “ to cause 
the said slave to work by beating, chaining, or other- 
wise.” Tliree years afterwards the statute is repealed, 
teeing that it could not be carried into effect by reason 
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of the multitude of vagabonds and the extremity of their 
wants. The whipping and the stocking were applied 
by successive enactments of Elizabeth. The gallows, 
too, was always at hand to make an end of the wan- 
derers when, hunted from titliing to tithing, they inevi- 
tably became thieves. Nothing but a compulsory 
provision for the maintenance of the poor could then 
have saved England from a fearful Jacquerie. It 
cannot reasonably be doubted that the vast destruction 
of capital by the dissolution of the monasteries threw 
for many years a quantity of siq)erfluou8 labour upon 
the yet unsettled capital of the ordinary industry of the 
countiy. That Shakspere had witnessed much of this 
misery is evident from his constant disposition to descry 
‘‘ a soul of goodness in things evil,” and from his 
indignant hatred of the heartlessiiess of petty autho- 
rity : — 

Tliou rascal beadle, bold tby bloody band.” 

And yet, with many social evils about him, tlie age ot 
Shakspere's youth was one in which the people were 
making a great intellectual progress. The poor were ill 
provided for. The Church was in an unsettled state, 
attacked by the natural restlessness of tliose who looked 
upon the Reformation with regret and hatred, and by 
the rigid enemies of its traditionary ceremonies and 
ancient observances, who Iiad sprung up in its bosom. 
The promises which had been made that education 
should be fostered by the State had utterly failed ; for 
even the preservation of the universities, and the protec- 
tion and establishment of a few grammar-schools, had 
been unwillingly conceded by the avarice of those 
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daring statesmen who had swallowed up the riches of 
the ancient establishment. Tiie genial spirit of the 
English yeomanry had received a check from the into- 
lerance of the powerful sect who frowned upon all sports 
and recreations-— who despised tlie arts — who held poets 
and pipers to he “ caterpillars of a commonwealth.” 
But yet the wonderful stirring up of the intellect of the 
nation had made ita.n age favourable for the cultivation 
of the highest literature ; and most favourable to those 
who looked ujkhi society, as the young Shakspere must 
have looked, in the spirit of cordial enjoyment and prac- 
tical wisdom. 

Charlcote : — the name is familiar to every reader of 
Shakspere ; but it is not presented to the world under 
the influence of pleasant associations with the world’s 
poet. The story, which was first told by Rowe, must 
be here rej)eated “ An extravagance that he was 
guilty of forced him both out of his country, and that 
way of living which he had taken up •, and though it 
seemed at first to be a blemish upon his good manners, 
and a misfortune to him, yet it afterwards happily 
proved the occasion of exerting one of the greatest 
geniuses that ever was known in dramatic poetry. He 
had, by a misfortune common enough to young fellows, 
fallen into ill company, and, amongst them, some that 
made a frequent practice of deer-stealing engaged him 
more than once in robbing a park that belonged to Sir 
Thomas Lucy, of Charlcote, near Stratford. For this 
he was prosecuted by that gentleman, as he thought, 
somewhat too severely ; and, in order to revenge that 
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ill usage, he made a ballad upon him. And though 
this, probably the first essay of his poetry, be lost, ye)t 
it is said to liave been so very bitter, that it redouble(| 
the prosecution against liim to that degree, that he wai 
obliged to leave his business and family in Warwick^ 
shire for some time, and shelter himself in London.” 
The good old gossip Aubrey is wholly silent about thin 
deer-stealing and the flight to London, merely sayings 
“ This William, being inclined naturally to poetry and 
acting, came to London, I guess about eighteen.” But 
there were other antiquarian gossips of Aubrey’s age, 
who have left us their testimony upon this subject. 
The Reverend William Fulnian, a fellow of Corpus 
Christi College, Oxford, who died in 1688, bequeathed 
his papers to tlie Reverend Richard Davies of Sandford^ 
Oxfordshire *, and on the death of Mr. Davies, in 1707|, 
these papers were deposited in the library bf Corpus 
Christi. Fvilman appears to have made some colleo 
tions fbr the biography of our English poets, and under 
the name Shakspere he gives the dates of his birtli and 
death. But Davies, who added notes to his friend’s 
manuscripts, affords us the following piece of informa- 
tion : — ‘‘ He was much given to all unluckiness in 
stealing venison and rabbits; particularly from Sir 
Lucy, who had him oft whipped, and sometimes im- 
prisoned, and at last made him fly his native country, 
to his great advancement. But his revenge was so 
great, that he is his Justice Clodpate, and calls him a 
great man, and that, in allusion to his name, bore three 

* * Some Account of the Life of William Shakespear,* written 
by Mr. Rowe, 
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louses rampant for his arms.” The accuracy of this 
chronicler, as to events supposed to have happened a 
hundred years before he wrote, may be inferred from 
his correctness in what was accessible to him. Justice 
Clodpate is a new character ; and the three louses ram- 
pant have diminished strangely from tlie “dozen white 
luces” of Master Slender. In Mr. Davies’s account 
we have no mention of the ballad — through which, ac- 
cording to Rowe, the young poet revenged his “ill 
usage.” But Capell, the editor of Shakspere, found a 
new testimony to that fact : “ The writer of his ‘ Life,’ 
the first modem, [Rowe] speaks of a ‘lost ballad,’ 
which added fuel, he says, to the knight s before-con- 
ceived anger, and ‘ redoubled the prosecution and 
calls the ballad ‘ the first essay of Shakespeare’s poetry : 
one stanza of it, which has the appearance of genuine, 
was put into <he editor’s hands many years ago by an 
ingenious gentleman (grandson of its preserver), with 
tins account of the way in which it descended to him ; 
Mr. Thomas Jones, who dwelt at Tarbick, a village in 
Worcestershire, a few miles from Stratford-on-Avon, 
and died in the year 1703, aged upwards of ninety, 
remembered to have heard from several old people at 
Stratford the story of Shakespeare's robbing Sir Thomas 
Lucy’s park j and their account of it agreed with Mr. 
Rowe’s, with this addition — that the ballad written 
against Sir Thomas by Shakespeare was stuck upon his 
park-gate, which exasperated the knight to apply to a 
lawyer at Warwick to proceed against him. Mr. 
Jones had put down in writing the first stanza of the 
ballad, which was all he remembered of it, and Mr. 
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Thomas Wilkes (my grandfatlier) transmitted it to my 
father by memory, who also took it in writing.” This, 
then, is tlie entire evidence as to the deer-slealing tra- 
dition, According to Rowe, the young Shaksjiere was 
engaged more than once in robbing a park, for which 
he was prosecute<l by Sir Thomas Lucy ; he made a 
ballad upon his prosecutor, and then, being more se- 
verely pursued, fled to London. According to Davies, 
he was much given to all unluckiiiess in stealing venison 
and rabbits ; for which he was often whipped, sometimes 
imprisoned, and at last forced to fly the country. Ac- 
cording to Jones, the tradition of Rowe was correct as 
to robbing tlic park ; and the obnoxious ballad being 
stuck upon the park-gate, a lawyer of Warwick was 
authorised to prosecute the oflender. The tradition is 
thus full of contradictions upon the face of it. It ne- 
cessarily would be so, for each of the witnesses speaks 
of circumstances that must have happened a hundred 
years before his time. We must examine the credibi- 
lity of the tradition therefore by inquiring what was 
the state of the law as to the offence for which William 
Shakspere is said to have been prosecuted ; what was 
the state of public opinion as to the oflence ; and what 
was the position of Sir Thomas Lucy as regarded his 
immediate neighbours. 

The law in operation at the period in question wai 
the 5th of Elizabeth, chapter 21. The ancient forest- 
laws Irad regard only to the possessions of the Crown ; 
and therefore in the 32nd of Henry VUI. an Act was 
passed for the protection of ‘‘ every inheritor and pos- 
sessor of manors, land, and tenements,” wliich made 
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the hilling of deer, and the taking of rabbits and hawks, 
felony. This Act was repealed in the 1st of Edward 
VI. ; but it was quickly re-enacted in the 3rd and 4th 
of Edward VI. (1549 and 1550), it being alleged that 
unlawful hunting prevailed to such an extent through- 
out the realm, in the royal and j)rivate parks, that in 
one of the king’s parks within a few miles of London 
five hundred deer were slain in one day. For the due 
punishment of such oflences the taking of deer was 
again made felony. But the Act was again repealed 
in the 1st of Mary. In the 5th of Elizabeth it was 
attempted in Parliament once more to make the offence 
a capital felony. But this was successfully resisted ; 
and it was enacted that, if any person by night or by 
day ‘^wrongfully or unlawfully break or enter into any 
park empaled, or any other several ground closed with 
wall, pale, or hedge, and used for the keeping, breed- 
ing, and cherishing of deer, and so wrongfully hunt, 
drive, or chase out, or take, kill, or slay any deer within 
any such empaled park, or closed ground with wall, 
pale, or other enclosure, and used for deer, as is afore- 
said,” he shall suffer three months’ imprisonment, pay 
treble damages to the party offended, and find sureties 
for seven years’ good behaviour. But there is a clause 
in this Act (1562-3) which renders it doubtful whether 
the penalties for taking deer could be applied twenty 
years after the passing of the Act, in the case of Sir 
Thomas Lucy. “ Provided always. That this Act, or 
anything contained therein, extend not to any park or 
enclosed ground hereafter to be made and used for deer, 
without the grant or licence of our Sovereign Lady the 
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Queen, her heirs, successors, or progenitors.” At the 
date of this statute Chari cote, it is said, was not a deer- 
park; was not ail enclosed ground royally licensed. 
For the space of forty-two years after the passing of this 
Act of Elizabeth there was no remedy for deer-stealing 
(except by action for trespass) in grounds not enclosed 
at (he passing of tliat Act. The statute of the 3rd of 
James I. recites that for oftences within such grounds 
tliere is no remedy provided by the Act of Elizabeth, 
or liy any other Act. It appears to us, however, that 
Malone puts the case against the traililion too strongly 
wlien he maintains that Chari cote was not a licensed 
park in 1562, and that, therefore, its venison continued 
to be unprotected till the statute of James. The Act of 
Elizabeth clearly contemplates any “ several ground ” 
closed with wall, pale, or liedge, and used for the 
keeping of deer and as Sir Thomas Lucy built the 
mansion at Charlcote in 1558, it may reasonably be 
supposed that at the date of the statute the domain of 
Charlcote was closed with wall, pale, or hedge. The 
deer-stealing tradition, however, has grown more minute 
as it has advanced in age. Charlcote, according to 
Mr. Samuel Ireland, was not the place of Shakspere’t 
unlucky adventures. The Park of Fulbrooke, he says, 
was the projyerty of Sir Thomas Lucy ; and he gives us 
a drawing of an old house where the young oiSender 
was conveyed after his detection. Upon the Ordnance 
Map of our own day is the Deer Barn, where, according 
to the same veracious tradition, the venison was con- 
cealed. A word or two disposes of tliis part of the 
tradition : Fulbrooke did not come into the possession 
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of the Lucy family till the grandson of Sir Thomas 
purchased it in the reign of James I. We have seen, 
then, that for ten years previous to the passing of the 
Act of Elizabeth for the preservation of deer there had 
been no laws in force except the old forest-laws, which 
applied not to private property. The statute of Eliza- 
beth makes the bird-nesting boy, who climbs up to the 
hawk’s eyrie, as liable to punishment as the deer-stealer. 
The taking of ral)l>its, as well as deer, was felony by 
the statutes of Henry VIII. and Edward VI. ; but 
from the time of Henry VIII. to James I. tliere was 
no protection for rabbits ; they were /tr^? naturce. Our 
unhappy poet, therefore, could not be held to steal 
rabbits, however fond he might be of hunting them ; 
and certainly it would have been legally unsafe for 
Sir Thomas Lucy to have whipped him for such a 
disposition. Plieiisants and i)artridg(’s were free for 
men of all condition to shoot witli gun or cross-bow, or 
capture with hawk. There was no restriction against 
taking hares except a statute of Henry VIII., which, 
for the protection of hunting, forbade tracking them in 
the snow. With this general right of sport it is scarcely 
to be expected that the statute against the taking of 
deer should be very strictly observed by the bold 
yeomanry of the days of Elizabeth; or that the oflence 
of a young man should liave been visited by such 
severe prosecution as should have compelled iiim to fly 
the country. The penalty for the offence was a defined 
one. The short imprisonment might have been painful 
for a youth to bear, but it would not have been held 
disgraceful. All the writers of the Elizabethan period 
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gpeak of killing a deer with a sort of jovial sympathy, 
worthy the descendants of Robin Hood. “ I ’ll have a 
buck till I die, I ’ll slay a doe while I live,” is the 
maxim of the Host in ‘ The Merry Devil of Edmon- 
ton and even Sir John, the priest, reproves him not ; 
he joins in the fun. With this loose state of public 
opinion, then, upon the subject of venison, is it likely 
that Sir Tiiomas Lucy would have pursued for such 
an offence the eldest son of an alderman of Stratford 
with any extraordinary severity? The knight was 
nearly the most important person residing in the im- 
mediate neighbourhood of Stratford. In 1578 he had 
been High Sheriff. At the period when the deer- 
stealing may be supposed to have taken place he was 
seeking to be member for the county of Warwick, for 
which he was returned in 1584. He was in the habit 
of friendly intercourse with the residents of Stratford, 
for in 1583 he was chosen as an arbitrator in a matter 
of dispute by Hamnet Sadler, the friend of John Shak- 
spere and of his son. All these considerations tend, we 
think, to show that the improbable deer-stealing tra- 
dition is based, like many other stories connected with 
Shakspere, on that vulgar love of the marvellous which 
is not satisfied with the wonder which a being emi- 
nently endowed himself presents, without seeking a 
contrast of profligacy, or meanness, or ignorance in 
his early condition, amongst the tales of a rude gene- 
ration who came after him, and, hearing of his fame, 
endeavoured to bring him as near as might be to them- 
selves. 

Chavlcote, then, shall not, at least by us, be sur- 
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rounded by unpleasant associations in connexion with 
the name of Sliakspere. It is, perhaps, the most in- 
teresting locality connected with that name ; for in its 
great features it is essentially unchanged. There stands, 
witli slight alterations, and those in good taste, tlie old 
mansion as it was reared in the days of Elizabeth. 
A broad avenue leads to its great gateway, whicli opens 
into the court and the jirincipal entrance. We would 
desire to people that hall with kindly inmates ; to 
imagine the tine old knight, perhajis a little too puri- 
tanical, indeed, in his latter days, living there in ijcace 
and happiness with Ids family; merry as he ought to 
have been with his first wife, Jocosa (whose English 
name, Joyce, soundelh not quite so jdeasant), whose 
ejiitaph, by her husband, is honourable alike to the 
deceased and to the survivor. We can picture him 
planting the second avenue, which leads oidiquely 
across the park from the great gateway to the porch 
of the parish church. It is an avenue too narrow for 
carriages, if carriages then had been common ; and the 
knight and his lady walk in stately guise along that 
grassy pathway, as the Sunday bells summon them to 
meet their humble neighbours in a place where all are 
ecjual. Charlcote is full of rich woodland scenery. 
The lime-tree avenue may, perhaps, be of a later dale 
than the age of Elizabeth ; and one elm has evidently 
gucceeded another from century to century. But there 
are old gnarled oaks and beeches dotted about the park. 
Its little knolls and valleys are the same as tliey were 
two centuries ago. The same Avon flows beneath the 
gentle elevation on which the house stands, sparkling 
SUP. VOL. T 
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in die sunshine as brighdy as when diat house was ftrst 
built. There may we still lie 

*' Uiulor an oak, whose antique root peeps out 
Upon the brook that brawls along this wood/ 

and doubt not that there was tlie place to which 
“A poor sequester’d slag, 

That from the hunter’s aim had ta’en a hurt, 

Did come to languish.” 

Tliere may we still see 

“ A careless herd, 

Full of the pasture,” 

leaping gaily along, or crossing the river at their own 
will in scarcli of fresh tields and low branches whereon 
to browse. The village of Charlcote is now one of the 
prettiest of objects. Whatever is new about it — and 
most of the cottages arc new — looks like a restoration of 
what was old. The same character prevails in the 
neighbouring village of Hampton Lucy ; and it may 
not be too nnich to assume diat the memory ol' him 
who walked in these pleasant places in his younger 
days, long before the sound of his greatness had gone 
forth to the ends of the earth, has led to the desire to 
preserve here something of the architectural character 
of the age in which he lived. 

In the sixteenth century young men married early. 
In the middle ranks there was little outfit required to 
begin housekeeping. A few articles of useful furniture 
satisfied their simple tastes ; and we doubt not there 
was as much happiness seated on the wooden bench as 
now on the silken ottoman, and os light beaits tripped 
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over the green rushes as upon the Persian carpet. A 
silver bowl or two, a few spoons, constituted the display 
of the more ambitious ; but for use the treen platter 
was at once clean and substantial, thougli the pewter 
dish sometimes graced a solemn merry-making. Em- 
ployment, es[)eclally agricultrral, was easily obtaiiied 
by tlie industrious ; and the sons of the yeomen, whose 
ambition did not drive them into the towns to pursue 
commerce, or to the universities to try for the prizes of 
professions, walked humbly and contentedly in the 
same road as their fathers had walked before them. 
They tilled a little land with indilferent skill, and their 
herds and flocks gave food and raiment to their house- 
hold. Surrounded by the cordial intimacies of the 
class to which he belonged, it is not dillicult to under- 
stand 1k)w William Shakspere married early ; and the 
very circumstance of his so marry itig is tolerably clear 
evidence of the course of life in which he was brought 
uj). It has been a sort of fashion of late years to con- 
sider that Shakspere was clerk to an attorney. Thomas 
Nash in 1589 published this sentence : “It is a com- 
mon practice now-a-days, among a sort of shifting 
companiorrs, that run through every art and thrive by 
none, to leave the trade of Noverintj whereto they were 
born, and busy themselves with the endeavours of art, 
that could scarcely latinize their neck-verse if they 
should have need ; yet English Seneca, read by can- 
dlelight, yields many good sentences, as Bloud is a 
Beggar^ and so forth : and, if you entreat him fair in 
a frosty morning, ho will afford you whole HamletSf 
I should say handfuls, of tragical sjieeches.” This 
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quotation is held to furnish the external evidence djat 
Shakspere had been an attorney, by the connexion here 
implied of “the trade of Novcrint” and “ whole Ham- 
lets.” Noverint was the technical beginning; of a bond. 
It is impute<l, then, by Nasli, to a sort of shifting com- 
panions, that, running through every art and thriving 
by none, they attempt dramatic com])osition, drawing 
their tragical s})cec]ies from English Seneca. Does this 
description apply to Shakspere? Was Ijc thriving by 
no art ? In 1580 lie was established in life as a sharer 
in the Blackfiiars Theatre. Does the use of the term 
“ whole Hamlets” fix the allusion uj)on him ? It ap- 
pears to us only to show tb.at some tragedy called 
* Hamlet,’ it may be Sliakspere’s, was then in existence ; 
and that it was a ])lay also at which Nash might sneer 
as abounding wltli tragical speeches. But it does not 
seem to us tliat there is any absolute connexion between 
the Noverint and the Hamlet. The external evidence 
of this passage (and it is the only evidence of such a 
cliaracter that has been found) wholly fails, we think, 
in showing that Shakspere was in 1580 reputed to have 
been an attorney. But bad be pursued this occupa- 
tion, either at Stratford or in London, it is tolerably 
clear that there would have been ample external evi- 
dence for the establishment of the fact. In those limes 
an attorney was employed in almost every transaction 
between man and man, of any importance. Deeds, 
bonds, indentures, were much more common when legal 
documents were untaxed, and legal assistance wai 
comparatively clieap. To every document attesting 
witnesses were numerous ; and the attorney's clerk, as 
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a matter of course, was amongst the number. Such 
papers and parchments are better secured against the 
ravages of time than any other manuscripts. It is 
scarcely possible that, if Shakspere had been an attor- 
ney’s clerk, his name would not have appeared in some 
such document, as a subscribing witness.’^ No such 
signature has ever been found. This fact appears to 
us to dispose of Malone’s confident belief that upon 
Shakspere leaving school he was placed for two or three 
years in the oflSce of one of the seven attorneys who 
practised in the Court of Record in Stratford. Malone 
adds, “ The comprehensive mind of our ])oet, it must 
lie owned, embraced almost every object of nature, 
every trade, and every art, the manners of every de- 
scription of men, and the general language of almost 
every profession *. but his knowledge and application 
of legal terms seem to me not merely such as might 
have been acquired by the casual observation of his 
all-comprehending mind ; it has the appearance of 
technical skill ; and he is so fond of displaying it on all 
occasions, that there is, I think, some ground for sup- 
posing that he was early initiated in at least the forms 
of law.” Malone then cites a number of passages ex- 
emplifying Shakspere’s knowledge and application of 
legal terms. The theory was originally propounded 

• Mr. W’heler, of Slratford, having taken up the opinion 
many years ago, upon the suggestion of Malone, that Siiaksiiere 
might have l)een in an attorney’s office, has availed himself of 
his opportunities as a solicitor to examine hundreds of docu- 
ments of Shakspere’s time, in the hope of discovering Ijis signa- 
t<trc. The examination was altiigcther fruitless. 
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by Malone in his edition of 1790 j and it gave rise to 
many subsequent notes of the commentators, pointing 
out these technical allusions. The frequency of their 
occurrence, and the accuracy of their use, are, however, 
no proof to us that Shakspere was professionally a 
lawyer. There is every reason to believe that the prin- 
ciples of law, especially the law of real property, were 
much more generally understood in those days than in 
our own. Educated men, especially those who pos- 
sessed property, looked upon law as a science instead 
of a mystery ; and its terms were used in familiar 
speech instead of being regarded as a technical jargon. 
When Hamlet says, “ This fellow might be in his time 
a great buyer of land, with his statutes, his recogni- 
zances, his fines, his double vouchers, his recoveries,” 
he employs terms with which every gentleman was 
familiar, because the owner of property was often en- 
gaged in a practical acquaintance with them. This 
general knowledge, which it would be very remarkable 
if Shakspere had not acquired, involves the use of the 
familiar law-terms of his day, fee simple, fine and re- 
covery, entail, remainder, escheat, mortgage. The 
commonest practice of the law, such as a sharp boy 
would have learnt in two or three casual attendances 
upon the Bailiff’s Court at Stratford, would have 
familiarized Shakspere very early with the words which 
arfe held to imply considerable technical knowledge — 
action, bond, warrant, hill, suit, plea, arrest. It must 
not be forgotten that the terras of law, however they 
may be technically applied, belong to the habitual 
commerce of mankind j they are no abstract terms, 
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but ewentially deal with human acts, and interests, and 
thoughts : and it is thus that, without any fanciful 
analogies, they more readily express the feelings of 
those who use them with a general significancy, than 
any other words that the poet could apply. 

We hold, then, that William Shakspere, the son of 
a possessor and cultivator of land, a gentleman by 
descent, married to the heiress of a good family, com- 
fortable in his worldly circumstances, married very early 
the^iaughter of one in a similar rank of life, and in all 
probability did not quit his native place when he so 
married. Tlie marriage-bond, which was discovered a 
few years since, has set at rest all doubt as to the name 
and residence of his wife. She is there described as 
Anne Hathwey, of Stratford, in tbe diocese of Worcester, 
maiden. Howe, in his ^ Life,’ says — Upon his leaving 
school he seems to have given entirely into that way of 
living which his father proposed to him ; and in order 
to settle in the world, after a family manner, he thought 
fit to marry while he was yet very young. His wife 
was the daughter of one Hathaway, said to have been a 
substantial yeoman in tbe neighl)ourhood of Stratford.” 
At the hamlet of Shottery, which is in the parish of 
Stratford, the Hathaways had been settled forty years 
before the period of Shakspere’s marriage ; for in the 
Warwickshire Surveys, in tbe time of Plulip and Mary, 
it is recited that John Hathaway held property at Shot- 
tery, by copy of court-roll, dated 20tli of April, 34th of 
Henry VIII. (1513).* The Hathaway of Shakspere’s 

• The Shottery x»rop«rty, which was called Hewland, re* 
mained with the descendants of the Hathaways till 1838, 
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time was named Richard; and the intimacy between 
him and John Shakspere is shown by a precept in an 
action against Richard Hathaway, dated 1576, in which 
Jolm Shakspere is his bondman. Before the discovery 
of the marriage-bond Malone had found a confirmation 
of the traditional account that the maiden name of 
Shakspere’s wife was Hathaway ; for Lady Barnard, 
the grand-daughter of Shakspere, makes bequests in her 
will to the cliildren of Thomas Hathaway, “her kins- 
man.” But Malone doubts whether there were , not 
other Hathaways than those of Shottery, residents in 
the town of Stratford, and not in the hamlet included 
in the parish. This is possible. But, on the other 
hand, the description in the marriage-bond of Anne 
Hathaway, as of Stratford, is no proof that she was not 
of Shottery; for such a document would necessarily 
have regard only to the parish of th? person described. 
Tradition, always valuable when it is not opposed to 
evidence, has associated for many years the cottage of 
the Hathaways at Shottery with the wife of Shakspere. 
Garrick purchased relics out of it at the time of the 
Stratford Jubilee ; Samuel Ireland afterwards carried off 
what was called Shakspere ‘s courting-chair; and there 
is still in the house a very ancient carved bedstead, 
which has been handed down from descendant to 
descendant as an heirloom. The house was no doubt 
once adequate to form a comfortable residence for a 
substantial and even wealthy yeoman. It is still a 
pretty cottage, embosomed by trees, and surrounded by 
pleasant pastures; and here the young poet might have 
Burrendered his prudence to his affectioiw 
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“ As in the sweetest buds 
The eating canker dwells, so eating love 
Inhabits in the finest wits of all.” 

The very early marriage of the young man, with one 
more than seven years his elder, has been supposed to 
have been a rash and passionate proceeding. Upon the 
face of it, it appears an act that might at least bo 
reproved in the words which follow those we have just 
quoted : — 

" As the most forward bud 
Is euten by the canker ere it blow, 

Even so by love the young and tender wit 
Is turn’d to folly ; blasting in the bud, 

Losing his verdure even in the prime. 

And all the fair eflects of future hopes.” 

This is the common consequence of precocious mar- 
riages; but we are not therefore to conclude that “the 
young and tender wit” of our Sbakspere was “ turned 
to folly’’ — that his “forward bud” was “eaten by the 
canker” — that “his verdure” was lost “even in the 
prime,” by his marriage with Anne Hathaway before 
he was nineteen. The influence which this marriage 
must have had upon his destinies was no doubt consi- 
derable ; but it is too much to assume, as it lias been 
assumed, that it was an unhappy influence. All that 
we really know of Shakspere*s family life warrants the 
contrary supposition. We lielieve that the marriage of 
Sbakspere was one of affection ; that there was no dis- 
parity in the worldly condition of himself and the object 
of his choice; that it was with the consent of friends; 
that there were no circumstances connected with it 
which indicate that it was either forced or clandestinei 
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or urged on by an artful woman to cover her appre* 
bended loss of character. 

There is every reason to believe that Shakspere waa 
remarkable for manly beauty : — “ He was a handsome, 
well-shaped man,” says Aubrey, According to tradi- 
tion, he played Adam in ‘ As You Like It,’ and the 
Ghost in ‘ Hamlet.’ Adam says, — 

“ Thou^jh 1 look old, yet I am strong and lusty.” 

Upon his personation of the Ghost, Mr. Campbell has 
the following judicious remarks: — It has been alleged, 
in proof of his mediocrity, that he enacted the part of 
his own Ghost, in ‘Hamle^.’ But is the Ghost in 
‘Hamlet’ a very mean character? No; though its 
movements are few, they must be awfully graceful; 
and the spectral voice, though subdued and half-mono- 
tonous, must be solemn and full of feeling. It gives us 
an imposing idea of Shakspere*s stature and mien to 
conceive him in this part. The English public, accus- 
tomed to see their lofty nobles, their Essexes, and their 
Raleighs, clad in complete armour, and moving under 
it with a majestic air, would not have tolerated the 
actor Shakspere, unless he had presented an appearance 
worthy of the buried majesty of Denmark.” That he 
performed kingly parts is indicated by these lines, 
written, in 1611, by John Davies, in a poem inscribed 
‘ To our English Terence, Mr. W illiam Shakespeare — 
Some say, good Will, which I in sport do sing, 

Hadst thou not play’d some hingly parts in sport, 

Thou hadst been a companion for a king, 

And been a king among the meaner sort.” 

The portrait by Martin Droeshput, prefixed to the edi- 



WILLIAM SHAKSPERE. 


tion of 1623, when Shakspere would be well remem- 
bered by his friends, gives notion of a man of remark- 
ably fine features, independent of the wonderful dcve- 
lopement of forehead. The lines accompanying it, 
which bear the signature B. I. (most likely Ben Jonson), 
attest the accuracy of the likeness. The Bust at Strat- 
ford bears the same character. The sculptor was Gerard 
Johnson. It was probably erected soon after the poet’s 
death ; for it is mentioned by Leonard Digges, in his 
verses upon the publication of Shakspere’s collected 
works by his pious fellows.” All the circumstances 
of which we have any knowledge im]ily that Shakspere, 
at the time of his marriage, was such a person as might 
well have won the heart of a mistress whom tradition 
has described as eminently beautiful. Anne Hathaway 
at this time was of mature beauty. The inscription 
over her grave in the church of Stratford-upon-Avon 
states that she died on “the 6th day of August, 1623, 
being of the age of 67 years.” In November 1582, 
therefore, she would be of the age of twenty-six. This 
disparity of years between Shakspere and his wife has 
been, we think, somewhat too much dwelt upon. Ma- 
lone holds that “such a disproportion of age seldom 
fails at a subsequent period of life to be productive of 
unhappiness.” Malone had, no doubt, in his mind tlie 
belief that Shakspere left his wife wholly dependent 
u-poti her children, — a belief of wlilch we were the first 
to show the utter groundlessness.’*' He suggests that in 
the ‘ Midsummer-Night's Dream ’ this disproportion is ' 

• See Postscript to ' Twelfth Night,’ Pictorial Edition, 
proving that Shakspere’s widow was provided for by dower. 
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alluded to, and he qtiotes a speech of Lysaiider in Act i. 
Scene i. of tljat play, not however giving the comment 
of Hermia upon it. The lines in the original stand 
thus : — 

Jjys. Ah me ! for nught that ever I could read, 

Could ever hear by talc or history. 

The course of true love never did run smooth : 

But eitlier it was different in blood ; — 

Ihr. 0 cross I too high to be enthral IM lo low ! 

Lys. Or else misginffhd, in respect of years ; — 

Her. O si ite ! too old to be engag’d to young ! 

J.ys. Or else it slooil upon the choice of friends 
Ihr. O liell ! to choose love by another’s eye ! 

I.ys. Or, if there were a sympathy in choice, 

War, death, or sic kness did jay siege to it.” 

Diflerence in blood, disparity of years, the choosing of 
friends, are opposed to sympathy in choice. But wag 
Sliakspere's own case such as he would bear in mind in 
making Hermia exclaim, “O spite! too old to be 
engag’d to young / The passage was in all probabi- 
lity written about ten years after his marriage, when his 
wife would still be in the prime of womanliood. When 
Mr. de Quincey,* therefore, coniiects the saying of 
Parson Evans with Sliakspere's early love, — “ I like not 
when a woman has a great peard," — he scarcely docs 
jtistice to his own powers of observation and his liook- 
experience. The history of the most imaginative minds, 
probably of most men of great ability, would show that 
in the first loves, and in the early marriages, of this 
class, the choice has generally fallen upon women older 
than themselves, and this without any reference to iiite- 
* Life of Shakspesre, in the * Encyclopaedia Britfinnics.* 
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rested motives. But Mr. de Quiucey holds that Shak- 
spere, “ looking back on this part of his youthful history 
from his maturest years, breatlies forth pathetic counsels 
against the errors into which his own inexperience had 
been ensnared. The disparity of years between himself 
and his wife he notices in a beautiful scene of the 
^Twelfth Night In this scene Viola, disguised us a 
page, a very boy, one of whom it is said — 

For thoy shall yet belie thy happy years 
Thiit say thou art a mar,” — 

is pressed by tlie Duke to own that his eye “ hatli stay’d 
upon some favour." Viola, who is enamoured of tlie 
Duke, punningly replies, — ‘‘A little, by your favour j” 
and being still pressed to describe the “ kind of woman,” 
she says, of tlie Duke’s ‘‘complexion” and tlie Duke's 
“ years,” Any one who in the stage representation of 
the Duke should do otherwise than make him a grave 
man of thirty-five or forty, a staid and dignified man, 
would not present Shaksijere's whole concejition of the 
character. There would be a diflercnce of twenty years 
between him and Viola. No wonder, then, that the 
poet should make the Duke dramatically exclaim, — 

** Too old, hy Heaven 1 Let still the woman take 
An elder than herself ; so wears she to him, 

So sways she level in her husband’s heart.” 

And wherefore? — 

“ For, boy, however we do praise ourselves, 

Our fancies are more giddy and unOrm, 

More longing, wavering, sooner lost and worn, 

Than women’s are.” 

The pathetic counsels, therefore, which Shakspere is 
here supposed to breathe in his maturer years, have 
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reference only to his own giddy and unfinn fancies. We 
are of opinion that, upon the general principle upon 
which Shakspere subjects his conception of what is indi- 
vidually true to what is universally true, he would liave 
rejected instead of adopted whatever was peculiar in his 
own experience, if it had been emphatically recom- 
mended to his ado])tion througlrthe medium of his self- 
consciousii<’.s8. Shakspere wrote these lines at a time of 
life (about 1G02) when a slight <lisparity of years be- 
tween himself and his wife would have been a very poor 
apology to his own conscience that his allection could 
not hold the bent ; and it certainly does happen, as a 
singular contradiction to his supposed “ earnestness in 
jnessing the point as to the inverted disparity of years, 
which indicates pretty clearly an appeal to the lessons 
of his personal experience/' * that at this precise period 
he should have retired from his constant attendance uj)on 
the stage, purchasing land in lus native place, and thus 
seeking in all probability the more constant companion- 
ship of that object of his early choice of whom he is thus 
supposed to have expressed his distaste. It appears to 
us that this is a toleiably convincing proof that his affec- 
tions could hold the bent, however he might dramatically 
gild poetically have said, — 

“Then let thy love he younger than thyself, 

Or thy affection cannot hold the bent : 

For women are as roses ; whose fair flower. 

Being once display’d, doth fall that very hour.” 

The marriage-boinl of Shakspere, which may be seen 
in the Consistorial Court of Worcester, was first pub- 


• ‘ Encyclopaedia Britannica. 
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lished by Mr. Wheler in 1836, having been previously 
discovered by Sir R. Phillips. It consists of a bond to 
the officers of the Ecclesiastical Court, in which Fulk 
Sandells, of the county of Warwick, farmer, and John 
Rychardson, of the same place, farmer, are bound in the 
sum of forty pounds, &c. It is dated the 28th day of 
November, in the 25th year of Elizabeth (1582). The 
date of this marriage-bond, and the date of the birth of 
Shakspere’s first child, have led to the belief tliat the 
marriage was forced upon a very young man by the 
friends of a woman wliorn he had injured. We believe 
that this is one of the cases in which we may fall into 
error by attempting to decide without knowing all tlie 
facts. We hold that the licence for matrimony, ob- 
tained from tiie Consistoriul Court at Worcester, was a 
permission sought for under no extraordinary circum- 
stances ; — still less that the young man who was about 
to marry was compelled to urge on the marriage as a 
consecpience of previous imprudence. We believe, on 
the contrary, that tlie course pursued was strictly in 
accordance with the customs of the time, and of the 
class to which Shakspere belonged. The espousals be- 
fore witnesses, we have no doutit, were then considered 
as constituting a valid marriage, if followed up within 
a limited time by the marriage of the Church ; and 
these espousals might have taken place in Shakspere’s 
case, as in very many of the marriages of the middle 
classes of his time. However the Reformed Church 
might have endeavoured to abrogate this practice, it was 
unquestionably the ancient habit of the jieople. It was 
derived from the Roman law, the foundation of many 
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of our institutions. It prevailed for a long period without 
offence. It still prevails in the Lutheran Church. We 
are not to judge of the customs of those days by our own, 
especially if our inferences have the effect of imputing 
criminality where the most perfect innocence may have 
existed. 

The course of Shahspere’s life for a year or so after 
his marriage cannot be followed with any accuracy. 
Aubrey says, “ Tiiis William, being inclined naturally 
to poetry and acting, came to London, I guess about 
eighteen, and was an actor at one of tlie playhouses, 
and did act exceedingly well. Now Ben Jonson was 
never a good actor, but an excellent instructor. He 
began early to make Essays at Dramatic Poetry, which 
at that time was very low, and his plays took well.” 
Thus writes honest Aubrey, in the year 1C 80, in his 
‘ Minutes of Lives,’ addressed to his ‘‘ worthy friend, 
lldr. Anthony ii Wood, Antiquary of Oxford.” Of tlie 
value of Aubrey’s evidence we may form some opinion 
from his own statement to his friend : — ’T is a task 
that I never thought to have undertaken till you im- 
posed it upon me, saying that I was fit for it by reason 
of my general acquaintance, having now net only 
lived above half a century of years in the world, but 
have also been much tumbled up and down in it; 
which hath made me so well known. Besides the mo- 
dem advantage of coffeehouses in tins great city, before 
which men knew not how to be acquainted but with 
their own relations or societies, 1 might add that 1 
come of a longaevous race, by which means I have 
wiped some feathers off the wings of time for several 
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‘enfltions, which does reach liigh.” It must not be 
^iifgotten that Aubrey’s account of Shakspere, brief and 
•imperfect as it is, is the earliest known to exist. His 
story of Shakspere’s coming to London is a simple and 
natural one, without a single marvellous circumstance 
about it: — “This William, being inclined naturally 
to poetry and acting, came to London.” Tliis, the 
elder story, appears to us to have much greater veri- 
similitude than Rowe's, the later : — “ He was obliged 
to leave his business and family in Warwickshire for 
some time, and shelter himself in London.” Aubrey, 
who has picked up all the gossip “ of coffeehouses in 
this great city,” hears no word of Rowe’s story, which 
would certainly have been handed down amongst the 
traditions of the theatre to Davenant and Shadwell, 
from whom he does hear something : — “ I have heard 
Sir William Davenant and Mr. Thomas Shadwell (who 
is counted tlie best comedian we have now) say, that 
he had a most prodigious wit.” Neither does he say, 
nor indeed any one else till two centuries and a quarter 
after Shakspere is dead, that, “ after four years’ conjugal 
discord, he would resolve upon that plan of solitary 
emigration to the metropolis, which, at the same time 
tliat it released him from the humiliation of domestic 
feuds, succeeded so splendidly for his worldly prospe- 
rity, and with a train of circumstances so vast for all 
future ages.” * It is certainly a singular vocation for 
a writer of genius to bury the legendary scandals of 
tlie days of Rowe, for the sake of exhuming a new 
scandal, which cannot be received at all without the 
Encyclopaedia Britannicu.* 

SOP. YOL. tr 
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belief that the circumstance must have had a ^jermanent 
and most evil influence upon the mind of the unhappy 
man who thus cowardly and ignominiously is held to* 
have severed himself from his duty as a husband and a 
father. We cannot trace the evil influence, and there- 
fore we reject the scandal. It has not even the slighlest 
support from the weakest tradition. It is founded 
upon an imperfect comparison of two documents, judg- 
ing of the habits of that period by tliose of our own 
day ; supported by quotations from a dramatist of 
whom it would be diflicult to affirm that he ever wrote 
a line which had strict reference to his own feelings 
and circumstances. 

In the baptismal register of the parish of Stratford 
for 1583 is tlie entry of the baptism of Susanna on the 
2Gth May. This record necessarily implies the re- 
sidence of the wife of William Shakspere in the parish 
of Stratford. Did he himself continue to reside in this 
parish? There is no evidence of his residence. His 
name appears in no suit in the Bailiff’s Court at this 
jjeriod. He fills no municipal office, such as his father 
had filled before him. But Ins wife continues to reside 
in the native place of her husband, surrounded by his 
relations and her o#n. His father and his mother no 
doubt watch with anxious solicitude over the fortunes 
of their first son. He has a brother, Gilbert, seventeen 
years of age, and a sister of fourteen. His brother 
Richard is nine years of age ; but Edmund is young 
enough to be the playmate of his little Susanna. On 
the 2nd February, 1585, there is another entry in the 
parochial register, of the baptism of Hamnet and 
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Judith, son and daughter to William Shakspere. 
Wliile he is yet a minor he is the father of three 
children. The circumstance of his minority may 
perhaps account for the absence of liis name from all 
records of coiirl-leet, or bailiff’s court, or common- 
hall. He was neither a constable, nor an ale-conner, 
nor an overseer, nor a jury-man, because he was a 
minor. We cannot affirm that he did not leave Strat- 
ford before his minority expired; but it is to be inferred 
that, if he had continued to reside at Stratford after he 
was legally of age, we should have found traces of his 
residence in the records of the town. If his residence 
was out of the borough, as wc have supposed his fathers 
to have been at this period, some trace would yet have 
been found of him, in all likelihood, within the parish. 
Just before the termination of his minority we have an 
undeniable record tiiat he was a second time a fiither 
within the parish. It is at this period, then, that we 
would place his removal from Stratford; his flight, 
according to the old legend; his solitary emigration, 
according to the new discovery. That his emigration 
was even solitary we have not a tittle of evidence. 
Rowe says that, after having settled in the world in a 
family manner, and continued in this kind of settle- 
ment for some time, the extravagance of which he was 
guilty in robbing Sir Thomas Lucy’s park obliged him 
to leave his business and family. He could not have 
80 left, even according to the circumstances which were 
known to Rowe, till after the birtli of his son and 
daughter in 1585. But the story goes on ; — ‘‘ It is at 
this time, and upon this accident, that he is said to 
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have made his first acquaintance in the playhouse. lie 
was received into the company then in being, at first in 
a very mean rank ; but his admirable wit, and the 
natural turn of it to the stage, soon distinguished lum, 
if not as an extraordinary actor, yet as an excellent 
writer.” Sixty years after the time of Rowe the story 
assumed a more circumstantial shape, as far as regards 
the mean rank which Shakspere tilled in his early con- 
nexion with the theatre. Dr. Johnson adds one passage 
to the ‘ Life,’ which he says “ Mr. Pope related, as com- 
municated to him by Mr. Rowe,” It is so remarkable 
an anecdote tliat it is somewluit surprising that Rowe 
did not himself add it to his own meagre account : — 
“In the time of Elizabeth, coaches being yet un- 
common, and hired coaches not at all in use, those who 
were too proud, too tender, or too idle to walk, went 
on horseback to any distant business or diversion. 
Many came on horseback to the play ; and when 
Shakspeare fled to London from the terror of a cri- 
minal prosecution, his first expedient was to wait at 
the door of the playhouse, and hold the horses of those 
that had no servants, that they might be ready again 
after the performance. In this office he became so 
conspicuous for his care and readiness, that in a short 
time every man as he alighted called for Will Shak- 
speare, and scarcely any other waiter was trusted with 
a horse while Will Shakspeare could be had. This 
was the first dawn of better fortune. Shakspeare, find- 
ing more horses put into his hand than he could hold, 
hired boys to wait under his inspection, who, when 
Will Shakspeare was summoned, were immediately to 
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present tliemselves — ‘ I am Shakspeare's boy, Sir.’ In 
time, Sliakspeare found higher employment ; but as 
long as the practice of riding to the playhouse con- 
tinued, the waiters that held the horses retained the 
appellation of Shakspeare's boys.” 

Steevens has attempted to impugn the credibility of 
this anecdote by saying, — “That it was once the general 
custom to ride on horseback to the play I am yet to 
learn. The most popular of the tlieatres were on the 
Bankside ; and we are told by the satirical pam- 
phleteers of that time that the usual mode of convey- 
ance to these places of amusement was by water, but 
not a single writer so much as hints at the custom of 
riding to tliem, or at the practice of having horses held 
during the liours of exhibition.” Steevens is here hi 
error; he has a vague notion — which is still persevered 
in witli singular obstinacy, even by those who have 
now the means of knowing that Shaks])ere had ac- 
quired property in the chief theatre in 1589 — that the 
great dramatic poet had felt no inspiration till he was 
about eight-and-twenty, and that, therefore, his con- 
nexion with the theatre began in the palmy days of the 
Globe on the Bankside— a theatre not built till 1593. 
To the earlier theatres, if they were frequented by the 
gallants of the Court, they would have gone on horses. 
They did so go, as we learn from Dekker, long after 
the Bankside theatres were established. The story first 
appeared in a book entitled ‘ The Lives of the Poets,’ 
considered to be the work of Thcophilus Cibber, but 
said to be written by a Scotchman of the name of 
Shiels, who was an amanuensis of Dr. Johnson. Shielf 



324 


LIFE AND WRITINGS OF 


had certainly some hand in the book ; and there we 
find that Davenant told the anecdote to Betterton, who 
communicated it to Rowe, who told it to Poiie, who 
told it to Dr. Newton. Improbable as the story is as 
it now stands, there may be a scintillation of truth in 
it, as in most traditions. It is by no means impossible 
that the Blackfriars Theatre might have had Shak~ 
spere 8 boys to hold horses, but not Shakspere himself. 
As a proprietor of tlie tlieatre, Shakspere might saga- 
ciously perceive that its interest would be promoted by 
the readiest accommodation being offered to its visitors j 
and further, with that worldly adroitness which, in 
him, was not incompatible with the exercise of the 
highest genius, he might have derived an individual 
profit by employing servants to perform this office. In 
au age when horse-stealing was one of the commonest 
occurrences, it would be a guarantee for the safe charge 
of the horses that they were committed to the care of 
the agents of one then well known in the world, — an 
actor, a writer, a proprietor of the theatre. Such an 
association with the author of ‘Hamlet’ must sound 
most anti-poetical j but the fact is scarcely less prosaic 
than that the same wondrous man, about the period when 
he wrote ‘ Macbeth,’ had an action for debt in the Bai- 
liff’s Court at Stratford, to recover thirty-five shillings 
and tenpence for corn by him sold and delivered. 

Familiar, then, with theatrical exhibitions, such as 
they were, from his earliest youth, and with a genius so 
essentially dramatic that all other writers that the 
world has seen have never approached him in bis power 
of going out of himself, it is inconsistent with proba- 
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bility that he should not have attempted some dramatic 
composition at an early age. The theory that he was 
first employed in repairing the plays of others we hold 
to be altogether untenable ; supported only by a very 
narrow view of the great essentials to a dramatic work, 
and by verbal criticism, which, when carefully ex- 
amined, utterly fails even in its own petty assump- 
tions.* Tiiere can be no douJ)t that the tliree Parts of 
‘ Henry VI.’ belong to the early stage. We believe 
tliem to be wholly and absolutely the early work of 
Shakspere. But we do not necessarily hold that they 
were his earliest work; for the proof is so clear of 
the continual improvements and elaborations which he 
made in his best productions, that it would be difficult 
to say that some of the plays which have the most 
finished air, but of which there were no early editions, 
may not be founded upon very youthful compositions. 
Others may have wholly perished ; thrown aside after 
a season ; never printed ; and neglected by their au- 
thor, to whom new inventions would be easier than 
remodellings of pieces probably composed upon a false 
theory of art. For it is too much to imagine that his 
first productions would be wholly untainted by the 
taste of the period. Some might have been weak de- 
lineations of life and character, overloaded with mytho- 
logical conceits and pastoral affectations, like the plays 
of Lyly, which were the Court fashion before 1590. 
Others might have been prompted by the false ambition 
to produce efiect, which is the characteristic of ‘ Lo- 

See our * Essay on the Three Parts of Henry VI., and 
Richard III.,’ in the Pictorial and Library editions. 
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crine,’ and partially so of ‘ Titus Andronicus.’ But of 
one tiling we may be sure — that there would be no 
want of power even in his first productions ; that real 
poetry would have gushed out of tlie bombast, and true 
wit sparkled amidst the conceits. His first plays 
would, we think, fall in with the prevailing desire of 
the people to learn the history of their country through 
the stage. If so, they would certainly not exhibit the 
feebleness of some of those performances which were 
popular about the period of which we are now speaking, 
and which continued to be popular even after he had 
most successfully undertaken 

“To raise our ancient sovereigns from their hearse.” 

The door of the theatre was not a difficult one for him 
to enter. It is a singular fact, that several of the most 
eminent actors of this very period are held to liave been 
his immediate neighbours. We see no difficulty in 
believing that the first step taken by him in a decision 
as interesting to ages unborn as important to himself, 
was the experimental one of rendering his personal aid 
towards the projjer performance of his first acted play. 
We inverse the usual belief in this matter. We think 
that Shakspere became an actor because he was a dra- 
matic writer, and not a dramatic writer because he was 
an actor. He very quickly made his way to wealth 
and reputation, not so much by a handsome person and 
pleasing manners, as by that genius which left all other 
competitors far behind him in the race of dramatic 
composition ; and by that prudence which taught him 
to combine the exercise of his extraordinary powers 
with a constant reference to the course of life he had 
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chosen, not lowering his art for the advancement of iiis 
fortune, but achieving his fortune in showing what 
mighty things might be accomplished by his art. 

Amongst those innumerable by-ways in London 
which are familiar to the hurried pedestrian, there is a 
well-known line of streets, or rather lanes, leading from 
the hill on which St. Paul’s stands to the great thorough- 
fare of Blackfriars Bridge. Between Apothecaries’ Hall 
and Printing-house Square is a short lane, leading into 
an open space called Playhouse Yard. It is one of those 
shabby places of which so many in London lie close to 
the glittering thoroughfares ; but which are known only 
to their own inhabitants, and have at all times an air of 
quiet whicli seems like desolation. The houses of this 
little square, or yard, are neither ancient nor modern. 
Some of them were probably built soon after the great 
fire of London ; for a few present their gable fronts to 
the streets, and the wide casements of others have evi- 
dently been filled up and modern sashes inserted. But 
there is nothing here, nor indeed in tlie whole precinct, 
with the exception of (he few yards of ancient wall, 
that has any pretension to belong to what may be called 
the antiquities of London. In the heart of this precinct, 
close by the church of a suppressed monastery, sur- 
rounded by the new houses of the nobility, in the very 
spot which is now known as Playhouse Yard, was built, 
in 1575, the Blackfriars Theatre. 

The history of the early stage, as it is to be dedneed 
from statutes, and proclamations, and orders of council, 
exhibits a constant succession of conflicts between Uie 
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civic authorities and the performers of plays. The act 
of the 14th of Elizabeth, “ for the punisliment of vaga- 
bonds, and for relief of the poor and impotent,” was 
essentially an act of protection for the established com- 
panies of players. We have here, for the first time, a 
definition of rogues and vagabonds ; and it includes 
not only tliose who can ‘^givc no reckoning how he or 
she doth lawfully get his or her living,” but ‘‘all 
fencers, bearwards, common players in interludes, and 
minstrels, not l)elonging to any baron of this realm, or 
towards any other honourable personage of greater de- 
gree ; all jugglers, pedlers, tinkers, and petty chapmen ; 
which said fencers, bearwards, common players in 
interludes, minstrels, jugglers, pedlers, linkers, and 
petty chapmen, shall wander abroad, and have not 
licence of two justices of the peace at the least, whereof 
one to be of the quorum, where and in what sliire they 
shall happen to wander.” The circumstance of belong- 
ing to any baron, or person of greater degree, was in 
itself a pretty large exception j and if in those times of 
rising puritanism the licence of two justices of the peace 
was not always to be procured, the large number of 
companies enrolled as the servants of the nobility offers 
sufficient evidence that the profession of a player was 
not a persecuted one, but one expressly sanctioned by 
the ruling powers. There was one company of players, 
the Earl of Leicester’s, which, within two years after the 
legislative protection of this act, received a more impor- 
tant privilege from the Queen herself. In 1574 a writ 
of privy seal was issued to the keeper of the great seal, 
commanding him to set forth letters patent addressed to 
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all justices, &c., licensing and authorizing James 
Burbage, and four other persons, servants to the Earl of 
Leicester, ‘‘to use, exercise, and occupy the art and 
faculty of playing comedies, tragedies, interludes, stage- 
nlays, and such other like as they have already used 
and studied, or hereafter shall use and study, as well for 
the recreation of our loving subjects, as for our solace 
and pleasure, when we shall think good to see them.'’ 
And tliey were to exhibit their performances “ as well 
W'ithin our City of London and liberties of the same,” 
as “throughout our realm of England.” Without know- 
ing how far the servants of the Earl of Leicester might 
have been molested by the authorities of the City of 
London, in defiance of this patent, it is clear that the 
patent was of itself insuflicient to insure their kind 
reception within the city ; for it appears that, within 
three months after the date of the patent, a letter was 
written from the Privy Council to the Lord Mayor, 
directing him “ to admit the comedy-players within tlie 
city of London, and to be otherwise favourably used.” 
This mandate was probably obeyed; but in 1575 the 
Court of Common Council, without any exception for 
the objects of the patent of 1574, made certain orders, 
in the city language termed an act, which assumed that 
the whole authority for the regulation of plays was in 
the Lord Mayor and Court of Aldermen; that they 
only could license tlieatrical exhibitions within the city ; 
and that the players whom they did license should con- 
tribute half their receipts to charitable purposes. The 
civic authorities appear to have stretched their power 
somewhat too far ; for in that very year James Burbage, 
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all justices, &c., licensing and authorizing James 
Burbage, and four other persons, servants to the Earl of 
Leicester, “to use, exercise, and occuj)y the art and 
faculty of playing comedies, tragedies, interludes, stage- 
nlays, and such other like as they have already used 
and studied, or hereafter shall use and study, as well for 
the recreation of our loving subjects, as for our solace 
and pleasure, when we shall think good to see them.*’ 
And they were to exhibit their performances “ as well 
within our City of London and liberties of the same,” 
as “throughout our realm of England.” Without know- 
ing how far the servants of the Karl of Leicester might 
have been molested by the authorities of the City of 
London, in defiance of this patent, it is clear that the 
patent was of itself insufficient to insure their kind 
reception within the city ; for it appears that, within 
three months after the date of the patent, a letter was 
written from the Privy Council to the Lord Mayor, 
directing him “ to admit the comedy-players within the 
city of London, and to be otherwise favourably used.” 
This mandate was probably obeyed; but in 1575 the 
Court of Common Council, without any exception for 
the objects of the patent of 1574, made certain orders, 
in the city language termed an act, which assumed that 
the whole authority for the regulation of plays was in 
the Lord Mayor and Court of Aldermen; that they 
only could license theatrical exhibitions within the city ; 
and that the players whom they did license should con- 
tribute half their receipts to charitable purposes. The 
civic authorities appear to have stretched their power 
somewhat too far ; for in that very year James Burbage, 
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and the other servants of the Earl of Leicester, erected 
their theatre amidst the houses of the great in the Black- 
friars, within a stone's throw of the city walls, but 
absolutely out of the control of the city officers. The 
immediate neighbours of the players were the Lord 
Chamberlain and Lord Hunsdon, as we learn from a 
petition against tlie })layers from the inhabitants of the 
precinct. The petition was unavailing. The rooms 
which it states “one Burbadge hath lately bought” 
were converted “ into a common ])layl)0U8e and 
within fourteen years from the period of its erection 
William Shakspere was one of its proprietors. 

The royal patent of 1574 authorized in the e.xerci8e of 
their art and faculty “James Burbadge, John Perkyn, 
John Lanhain, William Johnson, and Robert Wilson,” 
who are described as tlie servants of the Earl of Lei- 
cester. Although on the early stage the characters were 
frequently doubled, we can scarcely imagine that these 
five persons were of themselves sufficient to form a com- 
pany of comedians. Tiiey had, no doubt, subordinate 
actors in their pay ; they being the proprietors or share- 
holders in the general adventure. Of these five original 
patentees four remained as the “ sharers in the Black- 
friars Playhouse” in 1589, the name only of John 
Perkyn being absent from tlie subscribers to a certificate 
to the Privy Council that the company acting at the 
Blackfriars “ have never given cause of displeasure in 
that they have brought into their plays matters of state 
and religion.” Tliis certificate — which beai*8 the date of 
November, 1589 — exhibits to us the list of the profes- 
sional companions of Shakspere in an early stage of his 
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career, though certainly not in the very earliest. The 
certificate describes the persons subscribing it as “ lier 
Majesty’s poor players,” and sets forth that they are ‘‘ all 
of them sharers in the Blackfriars Playhouse.” Their 
names are presented in the following order : — 1. .Tames 
Burbadge, 2. Richard Burbadge. 3. John Laneham. 
4. Thomas Greene. 5. Robert Wilson. 6. John 
Taylor. 7. Anth. Wadeson. 8. Thomas Pope. 9. 
George Peele. 10. Augustine Philliiips. 11. Nicholas 
Towley. 12. William Shakeyieare. 13. William 
Kempe. 14. William Johnson. 15. Baptiste Goodale. 
16. Robert Armyn. 

It would not be an easy matter, without some know- 
ledge of minute facts and a considerable clTort of 
imagination, to form an accurate notion of that build- 
ing in the Blackfriars — rooms converted into a common 
playhouse — in which we may conclude that the first 
plays of Shakspere were exhibited. The very ex- 
pression used by the petitioners against Burbage’s pro- 
ject would imply that the building was not very nicely 
adapted to the purposes of dramatic representation. 
Tliey say, which rooms the said Burbage is now 
altering, and meaiieth very shortly to convert and turn 
the same into a common playhouse.” And yet we are 
not to infer that the rooms were hastily adapted to 
their ol ject by the aid of a few Iwards and drapery, 
like the bam of a strolling com])any. In 1596 the 
shareholders say, in a petition to the Privy Council, 
that the theatre, “ by reason of its having been so long 
built, hath fallen into great decay, and that, besides 
the reparation thereof, it has been found necessary to 
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make the same more convenient for the entertainment 
of auditories coming thereto.” The structure, no doubt, 
was adapted to its ol)ject without any very great regard 
to durability ; and the accommodations, both for actors 
and audience, were of a somewhat rude nature. The 
Blackfriars was a winter theatre ; so that, differing 
from the Globe, which belonged to the same company, 
it was, there can be little doubt, roofed in. It appears 
surprising that, in a climate like that of England, even 
a summer theatre should be without a roof ; but the 
surprise is lessened when we consider that, when the 
Globe was built, in 1501, not twenty years had elapsed 
since plays were commonly represented in the open 
yards of the inns of London. The Belle Savage was 
amongst the most famous of these inn-yard theatres ; 
and even the present area of that inn will show how 
readily it might be adapted for such performances. 
The Blackfriars theatre was probably little more than 
a large space, arranged pretty much like the Belle 
Savage yard, but with a roof over it. Indeed, so com- 
pletely were the public theatres adapted after the model 
of the temporary ones, that the space for the ground- 
lings ” long continued to be called the yard. One of 
the earliest theatres, built probably about the same 
time as the Blackfriars, was called the Curtain, from 
which we may infer that the refinement of separating 
the actors from the audience during the intervals of the 
representation was at first peculiar to that theatre. 

In the continuation of Stow’s * Chronicle,’ by Ed- 
mund Howes, there is a very curious passage, which 
carries us back from the period in which he was writing 
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(1631) for sixty years. He describes the destruction 
of the Globe by fire in 1613, the burning of the Fortune 
Playhouse four years after, the rebuilding of bo(h the- 
atres, and the erection of “a new fair playliouse near 
the Whitefriars.” He then adds, — “ And this is the 
seventeenth stage, or common playhouse, which hath 
been new made within the space of threescore years 
within London and the suburbs, viz. : five inns, or 
common hostelries, turned to playhouses, one Cockpit, 
St. Paul’s singing-school, one in the Blackl’riars, and 
one in the Whitefriars, which was built last of all, in 
the year one tliousand six hundred twenty-nine. All 
the rest not named were erected only for common play- 
houses, besides the new-built Bear-garden, which was 
built as well fur plays, and fencers’ prizes, as bull- 
baiting j besides one in former time at Newington 
Butts. Before the space of threescore years abovesaid 
I neither knew, heard, nor read of any such theatres, 
set stages, or playhouses, as have been purposely built 
within man's memory.” It would apjjear, as far as we 
can judge from the very imperfect materials which 
exist, that in the early period of Shakspere’s connexion 
with the Blackfriars it was the only private theatre. 
It is natural to conclude that the proprietors of this 
theatre, being the Queen’s servants, were the most 
respectable of their vocation ; conformed to the ordi- 
nances of the state with the utmost scrupulousness; 
endeavoured to attract a select audience rather than an 
uncritical multitude ; and received higher prices for 
admission than were paid at the public theatres. The 
performances at the Blackfriars were for the most part 
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in the winfer. Wliether the performances were in tlie 
day or evening, artificial lights were used. The au- 
dience in what we now call the pit (then also so called) 
sat upon benches, and did not stand, as in the yard 
open to the sky of the public playhouses. There were 
small rooms corresponding with the private boxes of 
existing theatres. A portion of the audience, including 
those who aspired to the distinction of critics, sat upon 
the stage. It is possible, and indeed there is some evi- 
dence, that the rate of admission varied according to 
the attraction of the performance; and we may be 
pretty sure tliat a company like that of Shakspere's 
generally charged at a higher rate than the larger 
theatres, wliich depended more upon the multitude. 

At an early period, but not so early as the date of 
the certificate of 1589, which shows that Shakspere was 
a sharer in the company acting at the Blackfriars, he 
is mentioned by contemporaries. Hei»ry Chettle is 
one of the very few persons who have left us any dis- 
tinct memorial of Shakspere. He appears to have had 
some connexion with the writers of his time, in pre- 
paring their manuscripts for the press. He so prepared 
Greene's posthumous tract, * The Groat’s- worth of Wit,’ 
copying out the author’s faint and blotted sheets, 
written on his sick-bed. In this pamphlet of Greene’s 
an insult was offered to Shakspere ; and it would ap- 
pear from the allusions of Chettle that he was justly- 
offended. Marlowe, also, resented, as well he might, 
a charge of impiety which was levelled against him* 
Chettle says, “ W iih neither of them that take offence 
was I acquainted.” By acquaintance he means com- 
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panionsliip, if not fiiendslnp. lie goes on, “ And with 
one of tliem I care not if I never be.” He is supposed 
here to point at Marlowe. But to the other he tenders 
an apology, in all sincerity : “ The other, whom at 
tliat time I did not so mucli spare as since I wish I 
had, for that as I have moderated the heat of living 
writers, and might have used my own discretion (espe- 
cially in such a case), the author being dead, that I did 
not I am as sorry as if the original fault had been my 
fault ; because myself have seen his demeanour no less 
civil than he excellent in the quality he professes : be- 
sides, divers of worship have reported his uprightness 
of dealing, which argues his honesty, and his facetious 
grace in writing, tliat approves his art.” In the Induc- 
tion to ‘ Cynthia’s Revels’ Ben Jonson makes one of 
the personified spectators on the stage say, “ I would 
speak with your author ; where is he ?” It may be 
presumed, therefore, that it was not uncommon for the 
author to mix with that part of the audience ; and 
thus Henry Chettle may be good evidence of the civil 
demeanour of William Shakspere. We may thus 
imagine the young author composedly moving amidst 
the throng of wits and critics that fill the stage. He 
moves amongst them modestly, but without any false 
humility. In worldly station, if such a consideration 
could influence his demeanour, be is fully their equal. 
They are for the most part, as he himself is, actors, as 
well as makers of plays. Phillips says Marlowe was 
an actor. Greene is reasonably conjectured to have 
been an actor. Peele and Wilson were actors of Shak- 
sjiere's own company ; and so was Anthony Wadeson. 

SUP. TOL. V 
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There can be little doubt that upon the early stage the 
occupations for the most part went together. The 
dialogue was less regarded than the action. A plot 
was hastily got up, with rude shows. and startling inci- 
dents. The characters were little discriminated j one 
actor took the tyrant line, and another the lover ; and 
ready words were at hand for the one to rant with and 
the other to whine. The actors were not very solicitous 
about the words, and often discharged tlieir mimic 
passions in extemporaneous eloquence. In a few years 
die necessity of pleasing more refined audiences changed 
the economy of the stage. Men of high talent sought 
the theatre as a ready mode of maintenance by their 
writings j but their connexion with the stage would 
naturally begin in acting rather than in authorship. 
The managers, themselves actors, would think, and 
perhaps rightly, that an actor would be the best judge 
of dramatic effect. The rewards of authorship through 
tlie medium of the press were in those days small in- 
deed ; and paltry as was the dramatist’s fee, the players 
were far better paymasters than the stationers. To be- 
come a sharer in a theatrical speculation offered a rea- 
sonable chance of competence, if not of wealth. If a 
sharer existed who was excellent” enough in ‘Uhe 
quality” he professed to fill the stage creditably, and 
added to that quality a facetious grace in writing,” 
there is no doubt that with uprightness of dealing” 
he would, in such a company as that of the Blackfriarsy 
advance rapidly to distinction, and have the counte- 
nance and friendship of “divers of worship.” Those 
of Shakspere’s early competitors who approached the 
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nearest to iiim in genius possessed not that practical 
wisdom which carried him safely and honourably 
through a life beset with some temptations. They 
knew not tlie value of “ government and modesty.” 
He lived amongst them, but we may readily conclude 
that he was not of them. 

In the spring of 1588, and through the summer also, 
we may well believe that Shakspere abided in London, 
whether or not he. had his wife and children about him. 
The course of public events was such that he would 
scarcely have left the capital, even for a few weeks. For 
the hearts of all men in the vast city were mightily 
stirred; and whilst in that “shop of war” miglit be 
heard on every side the din of “anvils and hammers 
waking to fashion out the plates and instruments of armed 
justice,”* the poet had his own work to do, in urging 
forward the noble impulse through which the people, of 
whatever sect or whatever party, willed that they would 
be free. It was the year of the Armada. 

But, glorious as was the contemplation of the attitude 
of England during this year, the very energy that had 
called forth this noble display of patriotic spirit exhi- 
bited itself in domestic controversy when the pressure 
from without was removed. The same season that wit- 
nessed the utter destruction of the armament of Spain 
saw London excited to the pitch of fury by polemical 
disputes. It was not now the quarrel between Protest- 
ant and Romanist, but between the National Church 
and Puritanism. The theatres, those new and power- 
ful teachers, lent themselves to the controversy. In 

* Milton : * Speech for the Liberty of Unlicensed Printing.* 
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«ome of these their licence to entertain tlie people was 
abused by the introduction of matters connected with 
religion and politics ; so that in 1589 Lord Burghley 
not only directed the Lord Mayor to inquire what com- 
panies of players had offended, but a commission was 
appointed for the same purpose. How Shakspere’s 
company proceeded during this inquiry has been made 
out most clearly by the valuable document discovered 
at Bridgewater House by Mr. Collier, wherein they dis- 
claim to have conducted themselves amiss. These 
are to certify your Right Honourable Lordships that lier 
Majesty's poor players, James Burbage, Richard Bur- 
bage, John Lancham, Thomas Greene, Robert Wilson, 
John Taylor, Anth. Wadcson, Thomas Pope, George 
Peele, Augustine Phillipps, Nicholas Tow! ey, William 
Shakespeare, William Kempe, William Johnson, Bap- 
tiste Goodale, and Robert Armyn, being all of them 
sharers in the Black friars playhouse, have never given 
cause of displeasure, in that they have brought into their 
plays matters of state and religion, unfit to be handled 
by them or to be presented before lewd spectators ; nei- 
ther hath any complaint in that kind ever been preferred 
against them or any of them. Wherefore they trust most 
humbly in your Lordships’ consideration of their former 
good behaviour, being at all times ready and willing to 
yield obedience to any command whatsoever your Lord- 
ships in your wisdom may think in such case meet,” &c. 

«Nov. 1589.” 

In tins petition, Shakspere, a sharer in the theatre, but 
with others below him in the list, says, and they all say, 
that “ they have never brought into their plays matteri 
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of state and religion.” Tlie public mind in 1589-90 
was furiously agitated by ^‘matters of state and reli- 
gion.” A controversy was going on wblcli is now known 
as that of Martin May'prelate, in which the constitution 
and discipline of the church were most furiously 
attacked in a succession of pamphlets ; and they were 
defended with equal violence and scurrility. Tlie 
theatres took part in the controversy, as we learn from 
a tract by Gabriel IJarvey. 

Shakspere's great contemporary, Edmund Spenser, 
in a poem entitled ‘The Tears of the Muses,’ originally 
published in 1591, describes, in the ‘Complaint’ of 
Tlialia, the Muse of Comedy, the state of the drama at 
the time in which he is writing : — 

“ Where be the sweet delights of learning’s treasure, 

That wont with comic sock to be&ulify 
Tlie painted theatres, and fill with pleasure 
The listeners’ eyes, and ears with melody ; 

In which I late was wont to reign as queen. 

And mask in mirth with graces well bescen? 

0 1 all is gone ; and all that goodly glee. 

Which wont to be the glory of gay wits. 

Is laid a-hed, and nowhere now to see ; 

And in her room unseemly Sorrow sits. 

With hollow' brows and gricsly countenance. 

Marring my joyous gentle dalliance. 

And him beside sits ugly Barbarism, 

And brutish Ignorance, yerept of late 
Out of dread darkness of the deep abysm. 

Where being bred, he light and heaven does hate; 

They in the minds of men now tyrannize. 

And the fair scene with rudeness foul disguise. 

All places they with folly have possess’d, 

And with vain toys the vulgar entertain ; 
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But me have banished, witi\ all the rest 
ITiat whilom wont to wait upon my train, 

Fine Counterfesance, and unhurtful Sport, 

Delight, and Laughter, deck’d in seemly sort.” 

Spenser was in England in 1500-91, and it is probable 
that ‘The Tears of the Muses’ was written in 1590. 
The four stanzas which we have quoted are descriptive, 
as we thlnlf, of a period of the drama when it had 
emerged from the semi -barbarism by which it was cha- 
racterized, “ from the commencement of Shakspere’s 
boyhood, till about the earliest date at which his 
removal to London can be po&sibly fixed.” * This 
description has nothing in common with those accounts 
of tiie drama which have reference to this semi-bar* 
barism.” Nor does the writer of it belong to the school 
which considered a violation of the unities of time and 
piece as the great defect of the English theatre. Nor 
does he assert his preference of the cliissic school over 
the romantic, by objecting, as Sir Philip Sidney objects, 
that “plays be neither right tragedies nor right come- 
dies, mingling kings and clowns.” There had been, 
according to Spenser, a state of the drama that would 
‘‘ Fill with pleasure 

The listeners’ eyes, and ears with melody.” 

Can any comedy be named, if we assume that Shak- 
spere had, in 1590, not written any, which could be 
celebrated — and by the exquisite versifier of ‘The 
Fairy Queen’ — for its “ melody” ? Could any also be 
praised for 

*' That goodly glee 

Which wont to be the glory of gay wits ” ? 


Edinburgh Review,* vol. Ixxi., p. 460. 
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Could the plays before Shakspere be described by the 
most competent of judges — the most poetical mind of 
that age next to Shakspere — as abounding in 
*' Fine Counterfesance, and unliurtful Sport, 

Delight, and Laughter, deck’d in seemly sort” ? 

We have not seen such a comedy, except some three or 
four of Shakspere’s, which could have existed before 
1590. We do not believe there is such a comedy from 
any other pen. What, according to the ‘Complaint’ 
of Thalia, has banished such comedy? “Unseendy 
Sorrow,” it appears, has been fasiiionable j — not the 
proprieties of tragedy, but a Sorrow 

** With hollow brows and griesly countenance 
the violent scenes of blood which were otiered for tlie 
excitement of the multitude, before the tragedy of real 
art was devised. But this state of the drama is shortly 
passed over. There is something more defined. By 
the side of this false tragic sit “ ugly Barbarism and 
brutish Ignorance.” These are not the barbarism and 
ignorance of the old stage ; — they are 

*‘Ycrept of late 

Out of dread darkness of the deep abysm.” 

They “ now tyrannize tliey now “ disguise ” the fair 
scene “ with rudeness f The Muse of Tragedy, Mel- 
pomene, had previously described the “rueful spec- 
tacles ” of “ the stage.” It was a stage which had no 
“ true tragedy.” But it had possessed 

“Delight, and Laughter, deck’d in seemly sort.” 

The four stanzas which we have quoted are imme- 
diately followed by these four others : — 

“ All these, and all that else the comic stage 

With season’d wit and goodly pleasure graced, 
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By which man’s life in his likest image 
Was limned forth, are wholly now defaced ; 

And those sweet wits, which wont the like to framo, 

Are now’ despis’d, and made a laughing game. 

And he, the man whom Nature self had made 
To mock herself, and Truth to imitate, 

With kindly counter, under mimic shade. 

Our pleasant Willy, ah 1 is dead of late : 

With whom all joy and jolly merriment 
Is also deaded, and in dolour drent. 

Instead thereof scoffing Scurrility, 

And scornful Folly, with Contempt, is crept, 

Rolling in rhymes of shameless ribaldry, 

Without regard or due decorum kept ; 

Each idle wit at will presumes to make, 

And doth the Learned’s task upon him take. 

But that same gentle spirit, from whose pen 
Large streams of honey and sweet nectar How, 
Scorning the boldness of such base-born men, 

Wliich dare their follies forth so rashly throw, 

Doth rather choose to sit iu idle cell 
Thun so himself to mockery to sell.” 

The love of personal abuse bad driven out real comedy j 
and there was one who, for a brief season, bad left the 
madness to take its course. We cannot doubt that 
“ Hr, the man whom Nature self had made 
To mock herself, and Truth to imitate,” 
was William Shakspere. 

England was sorely visited by the plague in 1592 
and 1593. The theatres were shut j there were no per- 
formances at Court. Shakspere, we may believe, during 
the long period of the continuance of the plague in 
London, had no occupation at the Blackfriars Theatre ; 
and the pastimes of the Lord Chamberlain''8 servants 
were dispensed with at the palaces. It is probable that 
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he was residing at his own Stratford. The leisure, we 
think, afforded him opportunity of preparing the most 
important of tliat wonderful series of historical dramas 
winch unquestionably appeared within a few years of 
this period ; and of producing some other dramatic 
compositions of the highest order of poetical excellence. 
It appears to us, looking at the printed labours of 
Shakspere at tliis exact period, that there was some 
pause in Ins professional occupation ; and that many 
months’ residence in Stratford, from the autumn of 
1592 to the summer of 1593, enabled him more sys- 
tematically to cultivate those higher faculties which 
placed him, even in the opinion of his contemporaries, 
at the head of the living poets of England. 

It is easy to believe that if any external impulse were 
wanting to stimulate the poetical ambition of Shak- 
gpere — to make him aspire to some higher character 
than that of the most popular of dramatists — such might 
be found in 1593 in the clear field which was left for 
the exercise of his peculiar jjowers. Robert Greene had 
died on the 3rd of September, 1592, leaving behind 
him a sneer at the actor who aspired “ to bombast out 
a blank verse.” Had his genius not been destroyed by 
the wear and tear, and the corrupting influences, of a 
profligate life, he never could have competed with the 
mature Shakspere. But as we know that “ the only 
Shake-scene in a country,” at whom the unhappy man 
presumed to scoff, felt the insult somewhat deeply, so 
we may presume he took the most effectual means to 
prove to the world that he was not, according to the 
malignant insinuation of his envious compeer, “ an 
upstart crow beautified with our feathers.” We believe 
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(liat in the gentleness of his nature, when lie introduced 
into ^ A Midsummer Nights Dream ’ 

“ Tlic thrice three Muses mourning for the death 
Of learning late deceas’d in beggary,” 
he dropped a tear upon the grave of Greene, whose de- 
merits were to be forgiven in his misery. On the Ist of 
June, 1593, Cliristopher Marlowe perished in a wretched 
brawl, “ slain by Francis Archer,” as the Register of 
Burials of the parish of St. Nicholas, Deptford, informs 
us. Who was left of the dramatists that could enter 
into competition with William Shakspere, such as he 
then was ? He was almost alone. The great disciples 
of his school had not arisen. Jonson had not appeared 
to found a scliool of a different character. It was for 
him, thenceforth, to sway the popular mind after his 
own fashion ; to disregard the obligation which the 
rivalry of high talent might have imposed upon him 
of listening to other suggestions than those of his own 
loflly art ; to make the multitude bow before that art, 
rather than that it should accommodate itself to their 
habits and prejudices. But at a perjpd when the exer- 
cise of the poetical power in connexion with the stage 
was scarcely held amongst the learned and the polite 
in itself to be poetry, Shaksjjere vindicated his repu- 
tation by the publication of the ‘Venus and Adonis.’ 
It was, he says, “ the first heir of iny invention.” 
There may he a doubt whether Shakspere meant to say 
literally that this was the first poetical work that he had 
produced ; or whether he held, in deference to some 
critical opinions, that his dramatic productions could 
not be classed amongst the heirs of “ invention.” We 
think that he meant to use the words literally ; and 
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that he used them at a period when he uugut assume^ 
without vanity, that he had taken his rank amongst the 
poets of his time. He dedicates to the Earl of South- 
ampton something that had not before been given to 
the world. He calls his verses ‘^unpolished lines;” 
he vows to take advantage of all idle hours till he had 
honoured the young patron of the Muses with “ some 
graver labour.” But invention was received tlien, as 
it was afterwards, as the liighest quality of the poet. 
Dryden says, — “ A poet is a maker, as the word signi- 
fies ; and he who cannot make, that is invent^ hath his 
name for nothing,” We consider, therefore, that “ my 
invention” is not the language of one unknown to fame. 
He was exhibiting the powers which he possessed upon 
a different instrument than that to which the world was 
accustomed ; but the world knew that the power ex- 
isted, We employ the word genius always with re- 
ference to the inventive or creative faculty. Substitute 
the word genius for invention, and the expression used 
by Shakspere sounds like arrogance. But the substi- 
tution may indicate that the actual expression could 
not have been used by one who came forward for the 
first time to claim the honours of the poet. It has been 
argued from this expression that Shakspere had pro- 
duced nothing original before the ‘ Venus and Adonis ’ 
— that up to the period of its publication, in 1593, he 
was only a repairer of the works of other men. We 
hold that the expression implies the direct contrary. 

We have a distinct record when the theatres were 
re-opened after the plague. The ‘Diary’ of Philip 
Henslowe records that “ the Earl of Sussex his men” 
acted ‘ Huon of Bordeaux’ on the 28t]i of December, 
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1593. Heuslowe appears to have h:ul an interest in 
this company. It is probable that Sliakspere’s theatre 
of tlie Black friars was opened about the same period. 
We have some evidence to show what was the duration 
of the winter season at this theatre ; for the same diary 
shows that from June, 1594, the performances of the 
theatre at Newington Butts were a joint undertaking by 
the Lord Admiral’s men and (he Lord Chamberlain’s 
men. How long this association of two companies 
lasted is not easy to determine; but during the mouth 
of June we have entries of the exhibition of ‘ Andro- 
iilcus,’ of ‘ Hamlet,’ and of ‘ The Taming of a Shrew.’ 
No subsequent entries exhibit the names of plays which 
have any real or apparent connexion with Shakspere. 
It appears that in December, 1593, Richard Burbage 
entered into a bond with Peter Streete, a carpenter, for 
tlie performance on the part of Burbage of the cove* 
nants contained in an indenture of agreement by 
which Streete undertook to erect a new theatre for 
Burbage’s company. Tliis was the famous Globe on 
the Baiikaide, of which Shakspere was unquestionably 
a proprietor. We thus see that in 1594 there were new 
demands to be made upon his invention ; and we may 
reasonably conclude that the reliance of Burbage and 
his other fellows upon their poet’s unequalled powers 
was one of their principal inducements to engage in this 
new enterprise. 

In the midst of his professional engagements, which 
doubtless were renewed with increased activity after 
their long suspension, Shakspere published his ‘ Rape of 
Lucvece.’ He had vowed to take advantage of all 
idle hours till he had honoured Lord Southampton 
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with some graver labour than the first heir of his inven- 
tion. The ‘ Venus and Adonis’ was entered in the 
Registers of the Stationers’ Company on the 1 8th of 
April, 1593. Tlie ‘ Lucrece’ appears in the same Re- 
gisters on the 9th of May, 1594. That this elaborate 
poem was wholly or in part composed in that interval 
of leisure which resulted from tlie shutting of the 
theatres in 1593 may bo reasonably conjectured ; but 
it is evident that during the year which had elapsed 
between the publication of the first and the second 
poem, Shakspere had been brought into more intimate 
companionship with his noble patron. The language 
of the first dedication is that of distant respect, the 
second is that of grateful friendship. At the period 
when Shakspere dedicated to him liis ‘Venus and 
Adonis’ Lord Southampton was scarcely twenty years 
of age. He is supposed to have become intimate with 
Shakspere from the circumstance that his mother had 
married Sir Thomas Heiieage, who tilled the office of 
Treasurer of the Cliamber, and in the discliarge of his 
official duties would be brought into frequent intern- 
course with the Lord Chamberlain’s players. This ij 
Drake’s theory. The more natural belief appears to he 
tliat he had a strong attachment to literature, and, with 
the generous impetuosity of his character, did not re- 
gard the distinctions of rank to the extent with which 
they were regarded by men of colder temi)eraments 
and more worldly minds. Shakspere appears to have 
been the first amongst the writers of his clay that offered 
a public tribute to the merits of the young nobleman. 
Both the dedications, and especially that of ‘ Lucrece,’ 
arc conceived in a modest and a manly spirit, entirely 
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different from the ordinary language of literary adula- 
tion. There is evidence in the second dedication of a 
higher sort of intercourse bettveen the two minds than 
consists with any forced adulation of any kind, and 
especially with any extravagant compliments to the 
learning and to tlic abilities of a superior in rank. 
Such testimonies are always suspicious j and probably 
honest old Florio, when he dedicated his ‘ World of 
Words’ to the Earl in 1598, shows pretty correctly 
what the race of ])anegyrists expected in return for 
the-lr compliments : “ In trutli, I acknowledge an entire 
debt, not only of my best knowledge, but of all ; yea 
of more tlian I know, or can, to your bounteous lord- 
ship, in whose pay and patronage I Ijave lived some 
years ; to whom 1 owe and vow the years J have to 
live. But, as to me, and many more, the glorious and 
gracious sunshine of your honour hath infused light and 
life.” There is an extraordinary anecdote told by 
Rowe of Lord Southampton’s munificence to Shakspere, 
which seems to bring the poet somewhat near to Florio’s 
plain-speaking association of pay and patronage ; — 
“ What grace soever the Queen conferred upon him, it 
was not to her only he owed the fortune which the re- 
putation of his wit made. He had the honour to meet 
with many great and uncommon marks of favour and 
friendship from the Earl of Southampton, famous in 
the histories of that time for his friendship to the un- 
fortunate Earl of Essex. It was to tliat noble lord that 
he dedicated his poem of ‘ Venus and Adonis.’ There is 
one instance so singular in the magnificence of this patron 
of Shakspeare’s, that if I had not been assured that the 
story was handed down by Sir William H’Avenan^ who 
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was probably very well acquainted with his affairs, I 
should not have ventured to have inserted; tliat my 
Lord Southampton at one time gave him a thousand 
pounds, to enable him to go through witii a purchase 
which he heard he had a mind to. A bounty very 
great, and very rare at any time, and almost equal to 
that profuse generosity the present age lias shown to 
French dancers and Italian singers.” This is one of 
the many instances in wliich we are not warranted in 
rejecting a tradition, however we may look suspiciously 
upon the accuracy of its details. D’Avenant could 
scarcely be very well acquainted with Sliakspere's 
affairs, for he was only ten years old when Shakspere 
died. The sum mentioned as the gift of the young 
nobleman to the poet is so large, looking at the value 
of money in tliose days, that it could scarcely consist 
with the independence of a generous s})irit to bear the 
load of such a prodigality of bounty. The notions of 
Uiose days were, however, different from ours. Ex- 
amples will readily suggest themselves of the most 
lavish rewards bestowed by princes and nobles upon 
great painters. They received such gifts without any 
compromise of tljelr intellectual dignity. It was the 
same then with poets. According to the habits of the 
time Shakspere might have received a large gift from 
Lord Southampton, without any forfeiture of his self- 
respect. Nevertheless, Rowe’s story must still appear 
sufficiently apocryphal : “ My Lord Southampton at 
one time gave him a thousand pounds, to enable him to 
go through with a purchase which he heard he had a 
mind to.” It is not necessary to account for the gradual 
acquisition of property by Shakspere that we should 
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yield our assent to tliis tradition, without some qualifi- 
cation. In 1589, when Lord Southampton was a lad 
at College, Shaksjjere had already acquired that pro- 
perty whkh was to be the foundation of his future for- 
tune. He was then a shareholder in tlie Blackfriars 
Tlieatre. That the adventure was a prosperous one, not 
only to himself but to his brother shareholders, may be 
inferred from the fact t)»at four years afterwards they 
began the building of another theatre. The Globe was 
commenced in December, 1593 ; and being constructed 
for the most part of wood, was ready to be opened, we 
should imagine, in the summer of 1591. In 1596 the 
same prosj)erous company were pre}>ared to expend con- 
siderable sums upon the repair and extension of their 
original theatre, the Blackfriars. The name of Shak- 
spere occupies a prominent position in the document 
from which M^e collect this fact : it is a petition to the 
Lords of tlie Privy Council from “ Thomas Poj>c, 
Richard Burbadge, John Hemings, Augustine Philips, 
William Sliakespeare, William Kempe, William SI ye, 
Nicholas Tooley, and others, servants to the Rigid 
Honorable the Lord Chamberlain to her Majesty and 
it sets fortli that they are the owners and players of 
the private theatre in the Black friais ; that it hath 
fallen into decay j and that it has been found necessary 
to make the same more convenient for the entertainment 
of auditories coming thereto.” It then states what is 
im|X)rtant to the present question : — “ To this end your 
petitioners have all and each of them put down sums 
of money according to their shares in the said theatre, 
and which they liave justly and honestly gained by the 
exercise of their quality of sfage-play%rs.” It then 
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alleges that certain inhabitants of the precinct Imd be- 
sought the Council not to allow the said private house 
to remain open, “ but hereafter to be shut up and 
closed, to the manifest and great injury of your peti- 
tioners, who liave no other means whereby to maintain 
their wives and families, but by the exercise of their 
quality as they have heretofore done.” The common 
proprietorship of the company in the Globe and Black- 
friars is also noticed : — “ In the summer season your 
petitioners are able to play at their new-built house 
the Bankside, called the Globe, but in the winter they 
are compelled to come to the Blackfriais.” If the 
winter theatre be shut up, they say tljey will be 
unable to pactise themselves in any plays or inter- 
ludes when called upon to perform for the recreation 
and solace of her Majesty and her honourable Court, as 
they have been heretofore accustomed.” Though the 
Registers of the Council and the Oflice-l)ook8 of the 
Treasurer of the Chamber are wanting for this exact 
period, we have here the distinct evidence of the inti- 
mate relation between Shakspere's company and the 
Court. The petitioners, in concluding by the prayer 
that their “ honourable Lordships will grant prmission 
to finish the reparations and alterations they have 
negun,” add as a reason for this favour that they “ have 
hitherto been well ordered in llieir behaviour and just 
in their dealings.” The performances at the Black- 
friars went on without interruption. Shakspere, in 
1697, bought “ all that capital messuage or tenement 
in Stratford called the New Place.” This appears to 
have been his first investment in property distinct from 
his theatrical speculations. The purchase of the best 



352 


LIFE AND WRITINGS OF 


house in his native town, at a period of his life when 
his professional occupations could have allowed him 
little leisure to reside in it, would appear to have had 
in view an early retirement from a pursuit which pro- 
bably was little agreeable to him. His powers as a 
dramatic writer might be profitably exercised without 
being associated with the actor's vocation. We know 
from other circumstances that at this period Stratford 
was nearest to his heart. On the 24th of January, 
1598, Mr. Abraham Sturlej'^, an alderman of Stratford, 
writes to his brother-in-law, Richard Quiney, then in 
London : — ‘‘ I wmuld write nothing unto you now — 
but come home. 1 pray God send you comfortably 
home. This is one special remembrance, from your 
father’s motion. It seemeth by him that our country- 
man Mr. Siiakspere is willing to disburse some money 
upon some odd yard land or other at Shottery, or near 
about us. He thinketli it a very fit pattern to move 
him to deal in the matter of our tithes. By the 
instructions you can give him thereof, and by the 
friends he can make therefore, we think it a fair mark 
for him to shoot at, and not impossible to hit. It 
obtained, would advance him indeed, and would do 
us much good.” We thus see that in a year after 
the purchase of New Place, Shakspere’s accumulation 
of money was going on. The worthy alderman and 
his connexions appear to look confidently to their coun- 
tryman, Mr. Shakspere, to assist them in their needs. 
On the 4th of November, in the same year, Sturley 
again writes a very long letter “to his most loving 
brother Mr. Richard Quiney, at the Bell, in Carter 
Lane, in London,” in which he says of a letter written 
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by Quiney to him on tlie 2l8t of October, that it im- 
ported, amongst other matters, that our countryman 
Mr. W. Shakspere would procure us money, wliich I 
well like of, as I shall hear when, and where, and how ; 
and I pray let not go that occasion, if it may sort to any 
indifferent conditions.” Quiney himself at this very 
time writes the following characteristic letter to his 
‘‘loving good friend and countryman, Mr. William 
Shakspere — “ Loving countryman, I am bold of you 
as of a friend, craving your help with thirty pounds 
upon Mr. Bushell and my security, or Mr. Myttens 
with me. Mr. Rosswell is not come to London as yet, 
and I have especial cause. You shall friend me much 
in helping me out of all the debts I owe in London, I 
thank God, and much quiet to my mind which would 
not be indebted. I am now towards the Court in hope 
your answer for the dispatch of my business. You 
shall neither lose credit nor money by me, the Lord 
willing ; and now but persuade yourself so as I hope, 
and you shall not need to fear but with all hearty 
thankfulness I will hold my time, ami content your 
friend, and if we bargain farther, you shall be the pay- 
master yourself. My time bids me to hasten to an 
end, and so I commit this to your care and hojw of 
your help. I fear I shall not be back (his night 
from the Court. Haste. The Lord he with you 
and with us all. Amen. From the Bell in Carter 
Lane, the 2dth October, 1598. Yours in all kind- 
ness, Rye. Quiney,” The anxious dependence which 
these honest men appear to have upon the good oMces 
of their townsman is more satisfactory even than the 
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evidence which their letters afford of hia worldly 
condition. 

In the midst of this prosperity the registers of the 
parish of Stratford-upon-Avon present to us an event 
which must have thrown a shade over the brightest 
prospects. The burial of the only son of the poet is 
recorded in 1596. Hamnet was born on the 2nd of 
February, 1585; so that at his death he was eleven 
years and six months old. He was a twin child ; and 
it is not unliktdy that he was constitutionally weak. 
Some such cause interfered [)robably with the education 
of the twin-sister Judith ; for whilst Susanna, the elder, 
is recorded to have been ‘‘witty above her sex,” and 
wrote a Hrin and vigorous hand, as we may judge from 
her signature to a deed in 1639, the mark of Judith ap- 
pears as an attesting witness to a conveyance in ICll. 

With the excejition of this inevitable calamity, the 
present period may probably be regarded as a happy 
epoch in Shaksjiere’s life. He had conquered any ad- 
verse circumstances by which his earlier career might 
have been im|)eded. He had taken his rank among the 
first minds of his age ; and, above all, his pursuits were 
so engrossing as to demand a constant exercise of his 
faculties, and to demand that exercise in the cultiva- 
tion of the highest and the most pleasurable thoughts. 
This was the period to which belong the great histories 
of ‘Richard 11.,’ ‘Richard III.,’ and ‘Henry IV.,’ and 
the delicious comedies of the ‘ Merchant of Venice,* 
‘Much Ado about Nothing,’ and ‘Twelfth Night* 
These productions afford the most abundant evidence 
that the greatest of intellects was in the most healthful 
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possession of its powexs. These were not hasty adapta- 
tions for the popular appetite, as we may well believe 
some of the earlier plays were in their first shape ; but 
highly-wrought performances, to which all tlie method 
of his cultivated art had been strenuously applied. It 
was at this period that the dramatic poet appears not to 
have been satisfied with the applause of the Globe or 
the Blackfriars, or even with the gracious encourage- 
ments of a refined Court. During three years he gave 
to the world careful editions of some of these plays, as 
if to vindicate the drama from the pedantic notion that 
tlie Muses of tragedy and comedy did not meet their 
sisters upon equal ground. ‘Richard II.’ and ‘Richard 
III.’ were published in 1597; ‘ Loves Labour a Lost,’ 
and ‘Henry IV., Part I.,’ in 1598 ; ‘Romeo and Juliet,’ 
corrected and augmented, in 1599; ‘Henry IV., Part 
II.,’ the ‘ Merchant of Venice,’ ‘A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream,’ and ‘Much Ado about Nothing,’ in 1600. 
The system of publication then ceased. It no doubt 
interfered with the interests of his fellows ; and Shak- 
spere was not likely to assert an exclusive interest, or to 
gratify an exclusive pride, at the expense of his asso- 
ciates. But his reputation was higher than that of any 
other man, when only four of his plays were accessible 
to the readers of poetry. In 1598 it was proclaimed, 
not timidly or questionably, that “as Plautus and 
Seneca are accounted the best for tragedy and comedy 
among the Latins, so Shakespeare, among the English, 
is the most excellent in both kinds for the stage and 
“ As the soul of Euphorbus was thouglit to live in 
Pythagoras, so the sweet witty soul of Ovid lives in 
mellifluous and honey-tongued Shakespeare.” It was 
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certainly not at this period of Shakspere’s life that he 
wrote, with reference to himself, unlocking his heart to 
some nameless friend : — 

** When in disgrace with fortune and men’s eyes, 

I all alone beweep my outcast state.” 

Sonnets of Shakspere were in existence in 1598, when 
Meres tells us of “ his sugared sonnets among his private 
friends.” We do not receive these Sonnets altogether 
as evidences of Shakspere’s personal history or feelings. 
We believe that tlie order in which they were printed is 
an arbitrary one ; that some form a continuous poem or 
poems, that others are isolated in their subjects and the 
persons to whom they are addressed ; that some may 
express the poet’s personal feelings, that others are 
wholly fictitious, dealing with imaginary loves and 
jealousies, and not attempting to separate the personal 
identity of the artist from the sentiments which he 
expressed, and the situations which he delineated. We 
believe that, taken as w'orks of art, having a certain 
degree of continuity, the Sonnets of Spenser, of Daniel, 
of Drayton, of Shakspere, although in many instances 
they might shadow forth real feelings and be outpour- 
ings of the inmost heart, were presented to the world as 
exercises of fancy, and were received by the world as 
such. Even of those portions of these remarkable lyrics 
which appear to have an obvious reference to the poet’s 
feelings and circumstances, we cannot avoid rejecting 
the prinpiple of continuity ; for they clearly belong to 
different periods of his life, if they are the reflection of 
his real sentiments. We have the playfulness of an 
early love, and the agonizing throes of an unlawful 
passion. They sj)eak of a period when the writer had 
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won no honour or substantial rewards — in disgrace 
with fortune and men’s eyes,” the period of his youth, if 
the allusion was at all real ; and yet the writer is 
*' Witli time’s injurious hand crush’d and o’erworn.” 

One little dedicatory poem says, 

“ Lord of my love, to whom in vassalage 
Thy merit hath my duty strongly knit. 

To thee I send this w'ritten embassage. 

To witness duty, not to show my wit.” 

Another (and it is distinctly associated with wliat we 
hold to be a continued little poem, wholly fictitious, 
in which the poet dramatizes as it were the poetical 
character) boasts that 

*• Not marble, not the gilded monuments 
Of princes shall outlive this powerful rhyme.” 
Without attempting therefore to disprove that these 
Sonnets were addressed to the Earl of Southampton, or 
to the Earl of Pembroke, we must leave the reader who 
fancies he can find in them a shadowy outline of Shak- 
spere’s life to form his own conclusion from their care- 
ful perusal. They want unity and consistency too 
much to be received as credible illustrations of Ibis 
life. The 7l8t to the 74th Sonnets seem bursting from 
a heart oppressed with a sense of its own unworthiness, 
and surrendered to some overwhelming misery. There 
is a line in the 74th which points at suicide. We 
cling to the belief that the sentiments here expressed 
ayre essentially dramatic. In the 32nd Sonnet, where 
we recognise the man Shakspere speaking in his own 
modest and cheerful spirit, death is to come across his 
wellrcontented day.’* We must place one sentiment 
in opposition to the other, and then the effect is neu- 
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tralized. The opinion which we have formed of the 
probable admixture of the artificial and the real in 
the Sonnets, arising from their supposed original frag- 
mentary state, necessarily leads to the belief that some 
are accurate illustrations of the poet's situation and 
feelings. It is collected from these Sonnets, for ex- 
ample, that his profession as a player was disagreeable to 
him ; and this complaint is found amongst those |)ortion8 
which may be separated from the series of verses which 
appear to us to be written in an artificial character. It 
might be addressed to any one of his family, or some 
honoured friend, such as I^ord Southam])ton : — 

“ O, for my sake do you with Fortune chide, 

The guilty goddess of my harmful deeds, 

That did not better for my life provide 

Thau public means, which public manners breeds. 

Thence comes it that my name receives a brand. 

And almost thence my nature is subdued 
To what it works in, like the dyer’s baud.” 

But if from his j)roft'8sional occupation his nature was 
felt by him to be subdued to what it worked in, — if 
thence his name received a brand, — if vulgar scan- 
dal sometimes assailed him, — be had high thoughts 
to console him, such as were never before imparted 
to mortal. This was probably written in some period 
of dejection, when his heart was ill at etise, and he 
looked upon the world with a slight tinge of indif- 
ference, if not of dislike, Every man of high genius 
lias felt something of this. It was reserved for the 
highest to throw it off, “ like dew-drops from the lion's 
mane.” But the profound self-abasement and despond- 
ency of the 74th Sonnet, exquisite as the diction is, ap- 
pear to us unreal> as a representation of the ment^U 
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state of William Shakspere ; written, as it most proba- 
bly was, at a period of his life when he revels and 
luxuriates (in the comedies winch belong to the close 
of the sixteenth century) in the spirit of enjoyment, 
gushing from a heart full of love for his species, at 
peace with itself and with all the world. 

About the close of the year 1599, the Blackfriars 
Theatre was remarkable for the constant presence of 
two men of high rank, who were there seeking amuse- 
ment and instruction as some solace for the bitter 
mortifications of di8a])pointed ambition. “My Lord 
Southampton and Lord Rutland came not to tlie Court; 
the one doth but very seldom ; they pass away the time 
in London merely in going to plays every day.”* 
Essex had arrived from Ireland on the 2Sth of Sep- 
tember, 1599 — not 

“ Bringing rebellion broached on his sword,” — 
not surrounded with swarms of citizens wIjo 

” Go forth, and fetch their conquering Cwsar in,” — 
but a fugitive from his army ; one who in his desire for 
peace had treated with rebels, and had brought down 
upon him the censures of the Court; one who knew 
that his sovereign was surrounded with his personal 
enemies, and who in his reckless anger once thought to 
turn his army homeward to comjjel justice at their 
hands ; one who at last rushed alone into the Queen s 
presence, “ full of dirt and mire,” and found that he 
was in the toils of his foes. From that Michaelmas 
till the 26th of August, 1600, Essex was in the custody 

Letter of Rowland Whyte to Sir Robert Sydney, in tlie 
Sydney Papers.’ 
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of the Lord Keeper ; in free custody as it was termed, 
but to all intents a prisoner. It was at this period that 
Southampton and Rutland passed “ away the time in 
London merely in going to plays every day.” South- 
ampton, ill 1598, had married Elizabeth Vernon, a 
cousin of Lord Essex. The marriage was without the 
consent of the Queen ; and therefore Southampton was 
under the ban of the Court, having been peremptorily 
dismissed by Elizabeth from the office to which Essex 
had appointed him in the expedition to Ireland. Rut- 
bmd was also connected with Essex by family ties, 
having married the daughter of Lady Essex, by her 
first husband, the accomplished Sir Philip Sidney. 
The season when these noblemen sought recreation at 
tlie Theatre was one therefore of calamity to themselves, 
and to the friend who was at the head of their party in 
the state. At Shaksjiere’s theatre there were at this 
period abundant materials for the highest intellectual 
gratification. Of Shakspere s own works we know that 
at the opening of the seventeenth century there were 
twenty plays in existence. Thirteen (considering 
‘ Henry IV.’ as two parts) are recorded by Meres in 
1598 ; ‘ Much Ado About Nothing,’ and * Henry V.’ 
(not in Meres’ list), were printed in 1600 ; and we 
have to add the three parts of ‘ Henry VI.,’ ‘ The 
Taming of the Shrew,’ and the original ‘Hamlet,’ 
which are also wanting in Meres’ record, but which 
were unquestionably produced before this period. We 
cannot with extreme precision fix the date of any no- 
velty from tiie pen of Shakspere when Southampton 
and Rutland were amongst his daily auditors; but 
there is every reason to believe that ‘ As You Like It’ 
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belongs as nearly as possible to this exact period. It 
is pleasant to speculate upon the tranquillizing eflect 
that might have been produced upon the minds of the 
banished courtiers by the exquisite philosophy of this 
most delicious play. It is pleasant to imagine South- 
ampton visiting Essex in the splendid prison of the 
Lord Keeper’s house, and there re|)eating to him from 
time to time those lessons of wisdom that were to be 
found in the woods of Arden. We could almost slide 
into the belief that ‘As You Like It’ had an especial 
reference to the circumstances in which Essex and 
Southampton were placed in the spring of 1600. 
There is nothing desponding in its tone, nothing essen- 
tially misanthropical in its philosophy. Jaques stands 
alone in liis railing against mankind. The healing 
influences of nature fall sweetly and fruitfully upon 
the exiled Duke and his co-mates. But, nevertheless, 
the ingratitude of the world is emphatically dwelt 
upon, even amidst tlie most soothing aspects of a j)ure 
atid simple life “under the greenwood tree.” 

The period at which Essex fell upon the block, and 
Southampton was under condemnation, must have been 
a gloomy period in the life of Shakspere. The friend- 
ship of Southampton in all likelihood raised the humble 
actor to that just appreciation of himself which could 
alone prevent his nature being subdued to what it 
worked in. There had been a compromise between the 
inequality of rank and the inequality of intellect, and 
the fruit had been a continuance and a strengthening 
of that “ love” which seven years earlier had been de- 
scribed as “ without end.” Those ties were now broken 
by calamity. The accomplished noble, a prisoner 



362 


LIFE AND WRITINGS OF 


looking daily for death, could not know the depth of 
the love of hig “ especial friend.” * He was beyond 
the reach of any service that this friend could render 
him. AM was gloom and uncertainty. It has been 
said, and we believe without any intention to depreciate 
the character of the great poet, that “ There seems to 
have been a period of Shakspeare’s life when his heart 
was ill at ease, and ill content with the world or his 
own conscience ; the memory of hours mis*spent, the 
pang of aflection misplaced or unrequited, the expe- 
rience of man’s worser nature, which intercourse with 
ill-chosen associates, by choice or circumstance, pecu- 
liarly teaches; — these, as they sank down into the 
depths of his great mind, seem not only to have inspired 
into it the conception of Lear and Timon, but that of 
one primary character, the censurer of mankind.” f 
The genius of Shakspere was so essentially dramatic, 
that neither Lear, nor Timon, nor Jaques, nor the Duke 
in ‘ Measure for Measure,’ nor Hamlet, whatever cen- 
sure of mankind they may express, can altogether be 
held to reflect ‘^a period of Shakspeare’s life when his 
heart was ill at ease, and ill content with the world,” 
That period is referred to the beginning of the seven- 
teenth century, to which the {days belong that are said 
to exhibit these attributes. J But from this period there 
is certainly a more solemn cast of thought in all the 
works of the great poet. The influence of time in the 

• Tlie expression is used by .Southampton in his letter to Lord 
Ellesmere introducing Shakspere and Burbage in 1608. See 
Collier’s ‘ New Facts,’ p. 33. 

+ Hallam’s ‘ Literature of Europe,' vol. ivi., p. 568. 

I Mr. Hallam refers 1 q * Hamlet’ ia its altered form. 
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formation and direction of the poetical power must yet 
be taken into account, as well as any temper arising 
out of passing events, Shakspere was now thirty-seven 
years of age. He had attained to the consciousness of his 
own intellectual strength, and he had acquired by long 
practice the mastery of his own genius. He liad already 
learnt to direct the stage to higher and nobler purposes 
than those of mere amusement. It might be carried 
farther into the teaching of the highest philosophy 
through the medium of the grandest poetry. The epoch 
which produced ‘ Othello,’ ‘ Lear,’ and ‘ Macbeth ’ has 
been described as exhibiting the genius of Shakspere in 
full possession and habitual exercise of power, “ at its 
very point of culmination.” 

The year 1601 was also a year which brought to 
Shakspere a great domestic aflliction. His father died 
on the 8th of September of that year. It is impossible 
not to feel that Shakspere's family arrangements, im- 
perfectly as we know them, had especial reference to 
the comfort and honour of his parents. When he 
bought New Place in 1597, his occupations then de- 
manding liis presence in London through great part of 
the year, his wife and children, we may readily ima- 
gine, were under the same roof with his father and 
mother. They had sighed over the declining health of 
his little Hamnet, — they liad watched over the growth 
of his Susanna and Judith. If restricted means had 
at any previous j)eriod assailed them, he liad jirovided 
for the comforts of their advanced age. And now that 
father, the companion of his boyhood — he who had led 
him forth into the flelds and had taught him to look at 
nature with a practical eye — was gone. More materials 
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for deep thought in the year 1601. The Register of 
Stratford attests the death of this earliest friend. 

The fortieth volume of the registers of the Town 
Council of Aberdeen contains some entries, which are 
not without their reference to the life of Shakspere : — 

“Nono Octobris 1601. 

“ Ordinance? to the dean of gild. 

“The samcn day The prouest Bailleis and counsall ordania 
the svwe of threttie tua meikis to be gcN in to the Kingis ser 
waudes presently in this burcht..quha playes comedeis and 
staige playes lie roasouu they ar rccommendit bo his majesties 
speciall letter and lies played sum of their comedies in this 
burcht and ordanis the said svme to be payit to tham be the dean 
of gild quhilk salbe ullowit in his comptis.” 

“ 22 Oef 1601. 

“The Quhilk day Sir Francis Ilospitarll of Haulszie Knycht 
Frcnschman being recommendit be his majistie to the Prouest 
llailleis and Counsall of this brocht to be favorablie Interteneit 
witli the geutilmen his majesties seruands efter specifeit qulia 
war direct to this burcht be his mojestio to accumpanie Hie said 
Frenshnian being ane nobillmou of Franco camming only to 
this burcht to sie the towne and cuntrie the said Frenshmau 
with the kuightis and gentillmeu folowing wer all ressauit and 
admlttit Burgesses of Gild of this burcht quha gawe thair aithis 
in common form folowis the names of thame that war admittit 
burgesses 

Sir Fr.ancis Hospitall of halzie knycht 

Sir Claud llamiltouu of Schawfeild knycht 

Sir Johm Grab am e of orkill knycht 

Sir John Ramsay of Ester Barouie knycht 

James Hay James Auchterlony Robert Ker James Scliaw 
Thomas foster James Gleghorne Dauid Drummond 
Scruitors to his Majestie 

Monsieur de Scheyne Monsieur la Bar Soruitours to tlie said 
Sir Francis 



WILLIAM SHAKSPERE. 


8C5 


James Law 

James Hamiltoun seruitour to the said Sir Claud 

Archibald Sym Trumpeter 

lAurence Fletcher comedianc to his majeslle. 

Mr Dauid Wod 
Johne Bronderstainis ” 

These documents present something more than tiie facts, 
that a company of players, specially recommended by 
the King, were paid a gratuity from the Corporation of 
Aberdeen for tlieir performances in theit town, one of 
them subsequently receiving the freedom of the borough. 
The provost, baillies, and council ordain that thirty- 
two marks should be given to the King's servants then 
in that borough, who played comedies and stage-plays. 
The circumstance that they are recommended by the 
King’s special letter is not so important as the descrip- 
tion of them as the King’s servants. Thirteen days 
after the entry of the 9th of October, at which first 
period these servants of the King had played some of 
their comedies, Lawrence Fletcher, comedian to his 
Majesty, is admitted a burgess of guild of the borough 
of Aberdeen — the greatest honour which the Corporation 
could bestow. He is admitted to this honour in com- 
pany with a nobleman of France visiting Aberdeen for 
the gratification of his curiosity, and recommended by 
the King to be favourably entertained ; as well as with 
tliree men of rank, and others, who were directed by 
his Majesty to accompany ‘‘the said Frenchman.” All 
the party are described in the document as knights and 
gentlemen. We have to inquire, then, who was Law- 
rence Fletcher, comedian to his Majesty ? Assuredly 
the King had not in his service a company of Scotch 
players. In 1599 lie had licensed a company of 
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finglisli comedians to jday at Edinbarglj. Fend ai 
James was of theatrical exhibitions, he had not the 
means of gratifying his taste, except through the visits 
of English comedians. Scotland had no drama in the 
proper sense of the word. We may safely conclude 
that King James would liave no Scottish company of 
players, because Scotland liad no dramas to play. 

“ Lawrence Fletcher, comedian to his Majesty,” was 
undoubtedly an Englishman ; and “ the King s servants 
presently in this borough who play comedies and stage- 
plays” were as certaiidy English players. There are 
not many facts known by which we can trace the his- 
tory of Lawrence Fletcher. lie is not mentioned 
amongst “the names of the principal actors in all these 
plays,” which list is given in the first folio’^ edition of 
Shaksperej but he undoubtedly belonged to Shakspere’s 
company. Augustine Phillipps, who, by his will, in 
1605, bequeathed a thirty-shilling piece of gold to his 
“ fellow ” William Shakspere, also bequeatlied twenty 
shillings to his “ fellow ” Lawrence Fletcher. But 
theie is more direct evidence than tliis of the connexion 
of Fletcher with Shakspere’s company. The patent of 
James I., dated at Westminster on the nineteenth of 
May, 1603, in favour of the players acting at the Globe, 
is headed “ Pm Laurentio Fletcher et W illielmo Shake- 
speare et aliis and it licenses and authorises the per- 
formances of “ Laurence Fletcher, William Shake- 
speare, Richard Burbage, Augustine Phillip|)s, Johti 
Hemings, Henrie Condcl, William Sly, Robert Armin, 
Richard Cowly, and the rest of their associates.” The 
connexion in 1603 of Fletcher and Shakspere cannot 
be nOdre distinctly established than by this docuoQ^L 
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Chalmen sayg that Fletcher “ was placed before Shak- 
fpeare and Richard Burbage in King James's licence 
as much perhaps by accident as by design.” The 
Aberdeen Register is evidence against this opinion. 
Lawrence Fletcher, comedian to his Majesty, is ad- 
mitted to honours which are not bestowed upon the 
other King's servants who had acted plays in the bo- 
rough of Aberdeen in 1601. Lawrence Fletcher is 
first named in the letters patent of 1603. It is evident, 
we think, that he was admitted a burgess of Aberdeen 
as the head of the company, and that he was placed 
first in the royal licence for the same reason. But there 
is a circumstance, we apprehend, set forth in the Aber-* 
deen Registers which is not only important with refer- 
ence to the question of Shakspere having visited Scot- 
land, but which explains a remarkable event in the 
history of the stage. The company rewarded by the 
Corporation of Aberdeen on the 9th of October, 1601, 
were not only recommended by his Majesty's special 
letter, but tliey were the King's servants. Lawrence 
Fletcher, according to the second entry, was comedian 
to his Majesty. This English company, then, had 
received an honour from the Scottish King, which had 
not been bestowed upon them by the English Queen. 
They were popularly termed the Queen's players about 
1590 ; but, subsequently, we find them invariably men- 
tioned in the official entries as the Lord Chamberlain's 
servants. Mr. Collier, in noticing the licence * Pro 
Laurentio Fletcher et Willielmo Shakespeare et aliis,' 
says that the Lord Chamberlain's company ^ by virtue 
of this instrument, in which they are termed * our 
servants,' became the King's players, and were so after- 
MOV. TOL. X 
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wards constantly distinguished/* But the instrument 
did not create Lawrence Fletcher, William Shakspere, 
and others, the King's servants : it recognises them as 
the King's servants already appointed : “ Know you 
that we, of our special grace, certain knowledge, and 
mere motion, have licensed and authorised, and by these 
presents do license and authorise, these our servants," 
&c. They are licensed to use and exercise their art 
and faculty “ as well for the recreation of our loving 
subjects as for our solace and pleasure, when we shall 
think good to see them." They are “ to show and ex- 
ercise publicly to their best commodity when the 
infection of the plague shall decrease, within their now 
usual house called the Globe,*' as in all other places. 
The justices, mayors, sheriffs, and others to whom the 
letters patent are addressed, are called upon to aid and 
assist them, and to do them courtesies ; and the instru- 
ment thus concludes : “ And also wliat further favour 
you shall show to these our servants for our sake we 
shall take kindly at your hands." The terms of this 
patent exhibit towards Uie players of the Globe a favour 
and countenance, almost an all’ectionate solicitude for 
their welfare, which is scarcely reconcilable with a 
belief that they first became the King's players by vir- 
tue of this instrument. James arrived in London, at 
the Charter House, on the 7th of May, 1603. He then 
removed to the Tower, and subsequently to Greenwich 
on the 1 3th. The Privy Seal, directing the letters 
patent to Fletcher, Sliakspere, and others, is dated from 
Owenwtch on the 17th of May ; and in timt docum«it 
the exaot words of tlie patent are prescribed. The 
words of die Privy Seal and of the patent undoubtecil|r 
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imply some previous appointment of the persons therein 
named as tlie King s servants. It appears scarcely pos> 
sible that during the three days whicli elapsed between 
James taking up his residence at Greenwich, and the day 
on which the Privy Seal is issued, the Lord Chamber- 
lain's servants, at the season of the plague, should have 
performed before the King, and have so satisfied him 
that he constituted them his own servants. It would 
at first seem improbable tiiat amidst the press of 
business consequent upon the accession, the attention 
of the King should have been directed to the sub- 
ject of players at all, esj)ecidlly in the selection of a 
company as his own servants, contrary to the pre- 
cedent of the former reign. - If these players had been 
the servants of Elisabeth, their appointment as the 
servants of James ml^iiht have been asked as a matter of 
course ; but certain players were at once to be placed 
alx>ve all their professional brethren, by the King’s own 
act, carried into effect within ten days after his amval 
within his new metropolis. But all these objections 
are removed when we refer to the facts opened to us by 
the council registers of Aberdeen. King James the 
Sixth of Scotland had recommended his servants to the 
magistrates of Aberdeen ; and Lawrence Fletcher, there 
can be no doubt, was one of those servants so recom- 
mended. The patent of James the First of England 
directed to Lawrence Fletcher, William Sliakgpere, and 
Others, eighteen months after the performances at Aber- 
deen, is directed to those persons as “ our servants.” It 
does not appoint them the King s servants, but recog- 
nises the appointment as already existing. Can there 
a reasonable doubt that the appointment was oiri*^ 
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ginally made by the King in Scotland, and subsisted 
when the same King ascended the English throne f 
Lawrence Fletcher was admitted a burgess of Guild of 
the borough of Aberdeen as comedian to his Majesty, in 
company with other persons who were servitors to his 
Majesty. He received that honour, we may conclude, 
as the head of the company, also the King^s servants. 
We know not how he attained this distinction amongst 
his fellows, but it is im|)ossible to imagine that accident 
so favoured him in two instances. The King’s servant 
who was most favoured at Aberdeen, and the King's 
servant who is first in the patent in 1603, was surely 
placed in that position by the voice of his fellows, the 
other King’s servants. William Shakspere is named 
with him in a marked manner in the heading of the 
patent Seven of their fellows are also named, as dis* 
tinguished from the rest of their associates.” There 
can be no doubt of the identity of the Lawrence 
Fletcher, the servant of James VI. of Scotland, and the 
Lawrence Fletcher, the servant of James I. of England. 
Can we doubt that the King's servants who played 
comedies and stage plays in Aberdeen, in 1601, were, 
taken as a company, the King's sen'ants who were 
licensed to exercise the art and faculty of playing, 
throughout all the realm, in 1603 1 If diese points axe 
evident, what reason have we to doubt that William 
Shakspere, the second named in the licence of 1603, 
was amongst the King's servants at Aberdeen in 1601 f 
Every circumstance concurs in the likelihood that ha 
was of that number recommended by the Ktng% 
•peeial letter; and his positioD in the licence^ eveli’ 
Burbage^ wn, we may well believe, a eompll* 
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ment to him who in 1601 had taught “ our James ’* 
something of the power and riches of the English drama. 
These circumstances give us, we think, warranty to 
conclude that the story of Macbeth might have been 
suggested to Shakspere upon Scottish ground j that the 
accuracy displayed in the local descriptions and allu- 
sions might have been derived from a rapid personal 
observation ; and that some of the peculiarities of his 
witchcraft imagery might have l)een found in Scottish 
superstitions, and more especially in those which were 
rife at Aberdeen at the beginning of the seventeenth 
century. 

In May, 1602, Shakspere made a large addition to 
his pro{)erty at Stratford by the purchase, from William 
and John Combe, for the sum of three hundred and 
twenty pounds, of one hundred and seven acres of 
arable land in the town of Old Stratford. The inden- 
ture, which is in the possession of Mr. Wheler of Strat- 
ford, is dated the Ist of May, 1602. The conveyance 
bears the signatures of the vendors of the proi)erty. But 
although it concludes in the usual form, “ The parties 
to these presents having interchangeably set to their 
hands and seals,’' the counterpart (also in the possession 
of Mr. Wheler) has not the hand and seal of the pur- 
chaser of the property described in the deed as Wil- 
liam Shakespere, of Stratford-upon-Avon, in the countie 
aftnesaide^ Gentleman.” The counterpart is not signed, 
and the piece of wax which is affixed to it is unim- 
pressed with any seal. The acknowledgment of pos ses - 
sitm is however recorded. The property is delivered to 
Gdbert Shakspere to the use of William. Gilbert waa 
two years and a half younger than William, and in all 
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likelihood was the cultivator of the land which the poet 
thus bought, or assisted their father in the cultivation. 

Amongst the few papers rescued from “ time’s de- 
vouring maw ” which enable us to trace Shakspere’s 
career with any exactness, there is another which relates 
to the acquisition of property in the same year. It is a 
copy of Court Roll for the Manor of Rowington, dated 
the 28th of September, 1602, containing the surrender 
by Walter Getley to the use of William Shakspere of a 
house in Stratford, situated in Walker Street. This 
tenement was opposite Shakspere's house of New Place. 
It is now taken down ; it was in existence a few years 
ago. This document, which is in the possession of 
Mr. Hunt, the town-clerk of Stratford, also shows that 
at the latter end of September, 1602, William Shakspere, 
the purchaser of this pro|)erty, was not at Stratford. It 
could not legally jiass to him, being a copyhold, till he 
had done suit and service in the Lords Court ; and the 
surrender therefore provides that it should remain in the 
possession of the lord till he, the purchaser, should 
appear. 

In the September of 1602 the Earl of Worcester, 
writing to the Earl of Shrewsbury, says, “ We are frolic 
here in Court, much dancing in the Privy Chamber of 
country-dances before the Queen’s Majesty, who is 
exceedingly pleased therewith.” In the December she 
was entertained at Sir Robert Cecil’s house in the 
Strand, and some of the usual devices of flattering 
muAimery were exhibited before her. A few months 
•aw a period to die frolic and the flattery. The last 
entry in the hooks of the Treasurer of the Chamber 
during the reign of Elisabeth, which pertains to ^ak- 
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ipere, is the following; — melancholy in the contrast 
betwe^ the Candlemas-Day of 1603, the 2nd of Fe- 
bruary, and the following 24th of March, when Eliza- 
beth died : — “ To Joliri Hemynges and the rest of his 
companie, servaunts to the Lorde Chamberleyne, uppon 
the Councells Warraunte, dated at Whitehall the xxth 
of Aprill, 1603, for their paines and expences in pre- 
sen tinge before the late Queenes Ma*^® twoe playes, the 
one uppon St. Stephens day at nighte, and thother upon 
Candlemas day at night, for ech of which they were 
allowed, by way of her Ma** rewarde, tenne poundes, 
amounting in all to xx**.” 

King James I. of England left his good city of 
Edinburgh on the 5th of April, 1603. He was nearly 
five weeks on tlie road. On the 7th of May he was 
safely lodged at the Charter House ; and one of his first 
acts of authority was, as already noticed, after creating 
four new peers, and issuing a proclamation against rob- 
bery on the Borders, to order tlie Privy Seal for the 
patent to Lawrence Fletcher, William Shakspere, and 
others. We learn from the patent itself that the King's 
servants were to perform publicly ‘‘when the infection 
of the plague shall decrease.” It is clear that the 
King's servants were not at liberty then to perform pub- 
licly. How long the theatres were closed we do not 
exactly know ; but a document is in existence, dated 
April 9th, 1604, directing the Lord Mayor of London, 
and Justices of Miildlesex and Surrey, “ to permit and 
suffer the three companies of players to the King, 
(^een, and Prince to exercise their plays in their seve- 
ral and usual houses.” On the 20th of October, 1603, 
Joan, the wife of the celebrated Edward Alleyn, writes 
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to ber husband from London , — ** About us the sickneM 
doth cease, and likely more and more, by God’s belfv 
to cease. All the companies be come home, and well, 
for aught we know.” Her husband is hawking in the 
country, and Hensluw, his partner, is at the Court* 
Shakspere is in London* Some one propounded a theory 
that there was no real man called William Shakspere, 
and that the plays which passed with his name were the 
works of Marlowe and others. This very letter of good 
Mrs. Alleyn shows tliat William Shakspere not <mly 
lived, but went about pretty much like other people, 
calling common tilings by their common names, giving 
advice about worldly matters in the way of ordinary 
folk, and spoken of by the wife of his friend without 
any wonder or laudation, just as if he had written no 
‘ Midsummer Night’s Dream,’ or ‘ Othello “ Aboute 
a weeke a goe tliere came a youthe, who said he was Mr* 
Francis Chaloner, who would have borrowed xH to have 

bought things for mid said he was known unto 

you, and Mr. Shakespeare of the Globe, who came .... 
said he knewe hym not, onely he herde of hym that he 

was a roge so he was glade we did not laid 

him themonney Richard Johnes [went] to seeke 

and inquire after the fellow, and said he had lent hym 
a horse. 1 feare me he gulled hym, thoughe he gulled 
not us. The youthe was a prety youthe, and hansome 
in appayrell i we knowe not what became of hyiB,”^ 
But although Shakspere was in London on the 20th of 
October, 1603, it is tolerably clear that the perfonnaneea 
at the public theatres were not resumed till after the 

* Fsom the Papers in Dulwich College, printed in Mr. CoRiei^ 
* Memoirs of Edward Alleyn.’ 
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Older of tbe 9th of April, 1604. In the Office Booki of 
the Treasurer of the Chamber there is an entry of a pay- 
ment of thirty-two pounds upon the Councirs warrant 
dated at Hampton Court, February 8th, 1604, by way 
of his Majesty's free gift" to Richard Burbage, one of 
his Majesty's comedians, *^for the maintenance and 
relief of himself and the rest of his company, being pro- 
hibited to present any plays publicly in or near London, 
by reason of great peril that might grow through the 
extraordinary concourse and assembly of people, to 
a new increase of the plague, till it shall please God 
to settle the city in a more perfect health.’’* But 
though the public playhouses might be closed through 
the fear of an “ extraordinary concourse and assembly 
of people,’’ the King, a few months previous, had sent 
for his own players to a considerable distance to perform 
before the Court at Wilton. There is an entry in the 
same Office Book of a payment of thirty pounds to 
John Hemings for the pains and expenses of himself 
and the rest of his company in coming from Mortlake 
in the county of Surrey unto the Court aforesaid, and 
there presenting before his Majesty one play on the 2nd 
of December last, by way of his Majesty’s reward." 
Wilton was the seat of William Herbert, Earl of Pem- 
broke, to whom it has been held that Shakspere’s Son- 
nets were addressed. We do not yield our assent to this 
opinion. But we know from good authority that this 
nobleman, “ the most universally beloved and esteemed 
of any man of tliat age," (according to Clarendon,) be- 
fnended Shakspere, and that his brother joined him in 
bis acts of kindness. The dedication by John Hemm^ 
Cun n i ngh a m ’s * Bevels at Court/ p. xiorr. 
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•nd Henry Condell, prefixed to the first collected c<U* 
tion of the works of Shakspere, is addressed ** To the 
most noble and incomparable pair of brethren, William 
Earl of Pembroke, and Philip Earl of Montgomery.’’ 
In the submissive language of poor players to their 
‘‘singular good lords” they say, “ When we value the 
places your Honours sustain, we cannot but know their 
dignity greater tlian to descend to the reading of these 
trifles ; and while we name them trifles, we have de- 
prived ourselves of the defence of our dedication. But 
since your Lordships have been pleased to think these 
trifles somethijjg, heretofore ; and have prosecuted both 
them, and their author living, with so much favour: 
we hope that (they out-living him, and he not having 
the fate, common with some, to be executor to his own 
writings) you will use the like indulgence toward them 
you have done unto their parent.” They subsequently 
speak of their Lordships liking the several parts of the 
volume when they were acted ; but their author was the 
object of tlieir personal regard and favour. The call 
to Wilton of Sliakspere's company might probably liave 
arisen from Lord Pembroke’s des’ire to testify this favour. 
It would appear to be the firet theatrical performance 
before James in England. The favour of the Herberts 
towards Shakspere thus began early. The testimony of 
the player-editors would imply that it lasted during the 
poet's life. 

At the Christmas of the same year the King had 
taken up his residence at Hampton Court. It was het% 
a little before the period when the Conference on Con- 
formity in Religion was begun, that the Queen and 
eleven ladies of honour were presenting Daniel's 
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Masque ; and Shakspere and his fellows performed six 
plays before the Ki»'» and Prince, receiving twenty 
nobles for each play The patronage of the new King 
to his servants, players acting at the Globe, seems to 
have been constant and liberal. To Shakspere this must 
have been a season of prosperity and of honour. The 
accession of the King gave him something better. His 
early friend and patron Southampton was released from 
a long imprisonment. Enjoying the friendship of 
Southampton and Pembroke, who wore constantly about 
the King, their tastes may have led the monarch to 
a just preference of the works of Shakspere before those 
of any other dramatist. The six plays performed be- 
fore the King and Prince in the Christmas of 1603-4 at 
Hampton Court, were followed at the succeeding 
Christmas by performances “ at the Banquet! ng-House 
at Whitehall,’’ in which the plays of Shakspere were 
preferred above those of every other competitor. There 
were eleven perfomances by tin* King's players, of 
which eigiit were plays of Shakspere. Jonson shared 
this honour with him in the re])resen1ation of ‘ Every 
One in his Humour,’ and ‘ Every One out of his Hu- 
mour.’ A single play by Hey wood, another by Chap- 
man, and a tragedy by an unknown author, completed 
the list of these revels at Whitehall. It is told, Malone 
says, “upon authority which there is no reason to 
doubt, that King James bestowed especial honour upon 
Shakspere.” The story is told in the Advertisement to 
Lintot's edition of Shakspere’s Poems — “ That most 
learned Prince, and great patron of learning. King 
James the First, was pleas^ with his own band to 
/unuingham’s ' Revels at Court,’ p. xxxv. 
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write an amicable letter to Mr. Shaketpeare ; wbicb 
letter, though now lost, remained long in the hands of 
Sir William Davenant, as a credible person now living 
can testify.” Was the honour bestowed as a reward 
for the compliment to the King in * Macbeth,* or was the 
compliment to the King a tribute of gratitude for the 
honour ? 

We have seen that in the year 1602 Shakspere va« 
investing the gains of his profession in the purchase of 
property at Stratford. It appears from the original 
Fines of the Court of King's Bench, preserved in the 
Chapter«hoiise, that a little before, the accession of James, 
in 1603, Shakspere had also imrehased a messuage at 
Stratford, with bams, gardens, and orchards, of Her- 
cules Underhill, for the sum of sixty pounds. There 
can be little doubt that this continued acquisition of 
property in his native place had reference to the ruling 
desire of the poet to retire to his quiet fields and the 
placid intercourse of society at Stratford, out of the 
turmoil of his professional life and tlie excitement of 
the companionship of the gay and the brilliant. And 
yet it appears highly probable that be was encouraged 
at this very period, through the favour of those who 
rightly estimated his merit, to apply for an office which 
would have brought him even more closely in con- 
nexion with the Court, that of Master of the Queen’i 
Revels, to which office Samuel Daniel was appointed. 
It it not impossible that Shakspere looked to this ap- 
pointment as a compensation for his retirement fh>in 
the profession of an actor, retaining his interest, how^ 
ever, at a theatrical proprietor. Be that at it ^ 
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ftill carried forward hig ruling purpose of the acquisi- 
tion of property at Stratford. In 1605 he accomplished 
a purchase which required a larger outlay than any 
previous investment. On the 24th of July, in the third 
year of Janies, a conveyance was made by Ralph 
Huband, Esq., to William Sliakspere, gentleman, of a 
moiety of a lease of the great and small tithes of Strat- 
ford, for the remainder of a term of ninety-two years, 
and the amount of the purchase was four hundred and 
forty poimds. There can be little doubt that he wa< 
the cultivator of his own land, availing himself of the 
assistance of his brother Gilbert, and, in an earlier 
period, probably of his father. An account in 1597 of 
the stock of malt in the borough of Stratford, is said to 
exhibit ten quarters in the possession of William Shak 
spere, of Chapel Street Ward. New Place was situated in 
Chapel Street. The purchase of a moiety of the tithes of 
so large a parish as Stratford might require extensive 
arrangements for their collection. Tithes in those days 
were more frequently collected in kind than by a modus. 
But even if a modus was taken, it would require a know- 
ledge of the value of agricultural produce to farm the 
tithes with advantage. But before the date of this pur- 
chase it is perfectly clear that William Shakspere was 
in the exercise of the trading part of a farmer's business. 
He bought the hundred and seven acres of land of 
John and William Combe in May, 1602. In 1604 a 
declaratiou was entered in the Borough Court of Strat- 
ford, on a plea of debt, William Shakspere against 
Philip Rogers, for the sum of thirty-five shillings and 
ten-pence, for com delivered. The precept was issued 
ia the usual form upon this declaration, tlM deliYcry of 
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the coni being stated to have taken place at several 
times in the first and second years of James. There 
cannot be more distinct evidence that William Shak- 
•|)ere, at the very period wlien his dramas were calling 
forth the rapturous applause of the new Sovereign and 
his Court, and when he him,elf, as it would seem, wa» 
ambitious of a courtly office, did not disdain to pursue 
the humble though honourable occupation of a farmer 
in Stratford, and to exercise his just rights of property 
in connexion with that occu}}ation. We must believe 
that he looked forward to the calm and healthful em- 
ployment of the evening of his days, as a tiller of the 
land which his father had tilled before him, at the 
same time working out noble plans of poetical employ- 
ment in bis comparative leisure, as the best scheme of 
life in his declining years. Tlie exact period when he 
commenced the complete realization of these plans is 
somewhat doubtful. He had probably ceased to appear 
as an actor before 1605. If tlie date 1608 be correctly 
assigned to a letter held to be written by Lord South* 
ampton, it is clear that Shakspere was not then an 
actor, for he is tlrere described as “ till of late an actor 
of good account in the company, noxo a sharer in the 
same.'' His partial freedom from his professional 
labours certainly preceded his final settlement at Strat- 
ford. 

In the conveyance by the Combes to Sliakspexe in 
1602, he is designated os William Shakspere of Strat- 
ford-upon-Avon. The same designation holds in sub- 
sequent legal documents connected with Stratfcml ; 
but there is no doubt that, at the period of the conve]^ 
anee from the Combes, he was an actor in the company 
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performing at the Blackfriars and at the Globe ; and 
in tracing therefore the “whereabout” of Shakspere, 
from the imperfect records which remain to us, we ha\e 
assumed that where the fellows of Shakspere are to be 
found, there is he to be also located. But in the belief 
that before 1608 he had ceased to be an actor, we are 
not required to assume that he was so constantly with 
his company as before that partial retirement. His 
interest would no doubt require his occasional presence 
with them, for he continued to be a considerable pro- 
prietor in their lucrative concerns. Tliat prudence and 
careful management which could alone have enabled 
him to realize a large property out of his professional 
pursuits, and at the same time not to dissipate it by his 
agricultural occujmtions, appears to have been founded 
upon an arrangement by which he secured the assistance 
of his family, and at the same time made a provision 
for them. We have seen that in 1602 his brother 
Gilbert was his representative at Stratford. Richard, 
who was ten years his junior, and who, dying a year 
before him, was buried at Stratford, would also appear 
to have been resident there. His youngest brother 
Edmund, sixteen years his junior, was, there can be 
little question, associated with him in the theatre ; and 
prdbably looked to him to attend to the management 
of his property in London, after he retired from any 
active attention to its conduct. But Edmund died 
early. He lived in the parish of St. Saviours, in all 
probability at his brother’s house in the liberty of the 
Clink ; and the register of burials of that parish lias tilt 
fitllowing record ; — “ 1607, December Slst, Edmond 
Shakespeare^ a player, in the church. * The dea^ of 
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his brother might probably have had a considerable 
influence upon the habits of his life, and might have 
induced him to dispose of all his theatrical property, as 
there is reason to believe he did, several years before 
his death. The value of a portion of this property has 
been ascertained, as far as it can be, upon an estimate 
for its sale ; and by this estimate the amount of his 
portion, as compared with that of his co-proprietors, is 
distinctly shown. In 1608 the question of the juris- 
diction of the City in the Blackfriars, and especially 
with reference to the playhouse, was brought before 
Lord Ellesmere, the Chancellor. The proprietors 
of the theatre remained in undisturbed possession. 
Out of this attempt a negotiation appears to have 
arisen for the purchase of the property by the City ; 
for amongst the documents connected with this at- 
tempt of the Corporation is found a paper headed, 
“ For avoiding of the playhouse in the precinct of tiie 
Blackfriars.** The document states, in conclusion, 
that “ in the whole it will cost the Lord Mayor and 
the citizens at the least 70O0I.** Richard Burbage 
claims lOOOI. for the fee, and for his four shares 
933/. 6s. 8c/. Laz. Fletcher owns three shares, which 
he rates at 706/., that is, at seven years* purchase* 
“ W. Shakespeare asketh for the wardrobe and proper- 
ties of the same playhouse 500^^, and for his tour shareS| 
the same as his fellowes Burbidge and Fletcher, vis. 
933“ 6* 8“." Heminge and Condell have each twn 
•hares, Taylor and Lowin each a share and a half; 
four more players each a half share ; which they all 
value at the same rate. The hired men of the company 
also claim recompense for their loss ; and the wkhywa 
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and orphans of players who are paid by the sharers at 
divers rates and proportions.” It tlius appears that, 
next to Richard Burbage, Sliakspere was tlie largest 
proprietor iir the theatre ; tliat Burbage was the exclu- 
sive owner of the real property, and Shakspere of the 
personal. If the valuation Be correct, Shakspere s an- 
nual income derived from his shares in the Blackfriars 
alone, was 133^. 6s. 8c?. His wardrobe and properties, 
being perishaVde matters, were probably valued at five 
years' purchase, giving liim an additional income of 
lOOL Tills income was derived from the Blackfriars 
alone. His property in the Globe Theatre was in all 
likelihood quite equal. He would, besides, derive ad- 
ditional advantages as tire author of new plays. With 
a professional income, then, of 400^ or 500/. per an- 
num, which may be held to be equal to six times the 
amount in our present money, it is evident tliat Shak- 
spere possessed the means not only of a liberal expen- 
diture at his houses in London and at Stratford, but 
from the same source was enabled to realize considerable 
sums, which he invested in real property in his native 
place. All the records of Shakspere s professional life, 
and the results of his success as exhibited in the ac- 
cession of property, indicate a steady and regular 
advance. They show us that perseverance and industry 
were as much the characteristics of the man as the 
greatness of his genius ; that he held with constancy to 
the course of life which he had early adopted} that 
year by year it afforded him increased competence and; 
wealth } and that if he bad the rare privilege of pur- 

Hiis valuable documeat was discovered by Mr. GoUiei!, 
soul pttblished by him iu bis ‘ Kew Facia.* 

SUP. VOIi. 
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suing an occupation which called forth the higltest 
exercise of his powers, rendering it in every essential a 
pleasurable occupation, he despised not the means by 
which he had risen : he lived in a free and genial in- 
tercourse with his professynal brethren, and to the last 
they were his friends and fellows. 

Aubrey says of Shakspere, “ He was wont to go to 
bis native country once a-year.” This statement, 
which there is no reason to disbelieve, has reference to 
the j)eriod when Shakspere was engaged as an actor. 
There is another account of Shakspere’s mode of life, 
which does not contradict Aubrey, but brings down his 
information to a later period. In tlie ‘ Diary of the 
Rev. John Ward, Vicar of Stratford-ujxm-Avon,’ the 
manuscript of which was discovered in the library of 
the Medical Society of London, we find the following 
curious record of Shakspere's later years: — have 
heard that Mr. Shakspeare was a natural wit, without 
any art at all ; hee frequented the plays all his younger 
time, but in Ids elder days lived at Stratford, and 
supplied the stage with two plays every year, and 
for itt had an allowance so large, that hee spent att the 
rate of lOOOL a-year, as I have heard.” The Diary of 
John Ward extends from 1C48 to 1679; and it is in 
many respects interesting, from the circumstance that 
he united the practice of medicine to the performance 
of bis duties as a parish priest. He was appointed to 
the vicarage of Stratford in 1662. 

It is evident that, although forty-six years had 
elapsed since the death of Shakspere, his memory was 
the leading association with Stratford-upon-Avon. After 
noticing that Shakspere had two daughters, we find the 
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entry presented above. It is just possible that the new 
vicar of Stratford might have seen Sliakspere s younger 
daughter Judith, who was born in 1585, and, having 
married Thomas Quiney in 1616, lived to the age of 
seventy-seven, having been buried on the 9th of Fe- 
bruary, 1662. Tlie descendants of Shakspere’s family 
and of his friends surrounded the worthy vicar on every 
side; and he appears to have thought it absolutely 
necessary to acquire sucli a knowledge of the produc- 
tions of tlie great poet as might qualify him to speak of 
them in general society Remember to peruse 
Shakespeare’s plays, and bee much versed in them, 
that 1 may not bee ignorant in that mutter.” The 
honest vicar was not quite certain rvhether the fame of 
Sliakspere was only a provincial one, for he adds— 
Whether Dr. Ileylin does well, in reckoning up the 
dramatick poets which have been famous in England, 
to omit Shakespeare The good man is not altogether 
to be blamed for having previously to 1662 been 
“ ignorant ” of Shakspere’s plays. He was only thirty- 
three years of age ; and liis youth had been passed in 
the stormy period when the Puritans had well nigh 
banislied all literature, and especially dramatic litera- 
ture, from the minds of the people, in their intolerant 
proscription of all pleasure and recreation. At any 
rate we may accept the statements of the good vicar as 
founded upon the recollections of those with whom he 
was associated in 1662. It is wholly consistent with 
what we otherwise know of Shakspere’s life, that “ he 
frequented the plays all his younger time.” It is 
equally consistent that he “ in his elder days lived at 
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Stratford.” There is nothing improbable in the belief 
that he ‘‘supplied the stage with two plays every year.” 
The last clause of the sentence is somewhat startling : — 
“ And for it had an allowance so large, that he spent at 
the rate of lOOOL a-year, as I have lieard.” And yet 
the assertion must not be considered wholly an exag- 
geration. “ He spent at the rate of 1000/. a-year,” 
must mean the rate of the time when Mr. Ward is 
writing. During the half century which had preceded 
the Restoration there had been a more important de- 
crease in the value of money than had even taken place 
in the reign of Elizabeth. During that reign the prices 
of all commodities were constantly rising ; but after 
the reduction of the legal rate of interest from ten per 
cent, to eight in 1624, and from eight to six in 1651, 
the change was still more remarkable. Sir Josias 
Child, in 1688, says that five hundred pounds with a 
daugliter, sixty years before, was esteemed a larger por- 
tion than two thousand pounds now. It would appear, 
therefore, that the thousand a-year in 1662 was not 
more than one-third of the amount in 1612; and this 
sum, from 300/. to 400/., was, as near as may be, the 
amount which Shakspere ap|)ears to have derived from 
his theatrical property. In all probability he held that 
property during the greater part of the period when he 
“ supplied the stage with two plays every year ;” and 
this indirect remuneration for his poetical labours 
might readily have been mistaken, fifty years after- 
wards, as “ an allowance so large ” for authorship that 
the good vicar records it as a memorable thing. 

It is established that ‘ Othello' was performed in 1603 ; 
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* Hamlet,’ greatly enlarged, was published in 160 - 4 ; 
‘ Measure for Measure’ was acted before the Court on St. 
Stephen’s night in the same year. If we place Shak- 
spere’s partial retirement from his professional duties 
about this period, and regard the plays whose dates up 
to this point have not been fixed by any authentic 
record, or satisfactory combination of circumstances, 
we have abundant work in reserve for the great poet in 
the maturity of his intellect. ‘ Lear,’ ‘ Macbeth,’ ‘ Timon 
of Athens,’ ‘ Troilus and Cressida,’ ‘ Cymbeline,’ ‘ The 
Winter’s Tale,’ ‘The Tempest,’ ‘Henry VIII.,’ ‘Corio- 
lanus,’ ‘Julius Caesar,’ ‘Antony and Cleopatra,’ eleven of 
the noblest productions of the human intellect, so varied 
in their character, — the deepest passion, the profoundest 
piiilosophy, the wildest romance, the most comprehen- 
sive history — what a glorious labour to fill the nine or 
ten remaining years of the life of the man wlio had left 
his native fields twenty years before to seek for advance- 
ment in doubtful and perilous paths, — in a profession 
which was denounced by some and despised by others, 
-—amongst companions full of genius and learning, but 
who had perished early in their pride and their self- 
abandonment ! And he returns wealthy and honoured 
to the bosom of those who are dearest to him — his wife 
and daughters, his mother, his sisters and brothers. The 
comjianions of his boyhood are all around him. They 
have been useful members of society in their native 
place. He has constantly kept up his intercourse with 
them. They have looked to him for assistance in their 
difficulties. He is come to be one of them, to dwell 
wholly amongst them, to take a deeper interest in their 
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pleasures and in their cares, to receive their sympathy. 
He is come to walk amidst his own fields, to till them, 
to sell their produce. His labour will be his recreation. 
In the activity of his body will the energy of his intel- 
lect find its support and its rest. His nature is emi- 
nently fitted for action as well as contemplation. 
Were it otherwise, he would have “ bad dreams,” like 
his own Hamlet. Morbid thoughts may have come 
over him “ like a j)assing cloud but from this time 
his mind will l)e eminently healthful. The imagina- 
tion and the reason henceforth will be wonderfully 
balanced. Much of this belongs to the progressive 
character of his understanding ; something to his 
favourable position. 

With the exception of a playful piece of ridicule in 
*The Merry Wives of Windsor,’ we know not of a 
single personality which can be alleged against Shak- 
spere, in an age when his dramatic contemporaries, 
especially, bespattered their rivals and their enemies as 
fiercely as any modern paragraph writer. But vulgar 
opinion, which is too apt most easily to recognise the 
power of talent in its ability to inflict jmin, has as- 
signed to Shaksj)ere a performance which has the 
quality, extraordinary as regards himself, of {Mwsessing 
scurrility without wit. It is something lower in the 
moral scale even than the fabricated ballad upon Sir 
Thomas Lucy ; for it exhibits a wanton and unpro- 
voked outrage upon an unoffending neighbour, in the 
hour of convivial intercourse. Rowe tells the story as 
if he thought he were doing honour to the genius of 
the man whose good qualities he is at the same moment 
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recording : The latter part of hig life was gpent, as all 
men of good sense will wish theirs may be — in ease, 
retirement, and the conversation of his friends. He 
had the good fortune to gather an estate equal to his 
occasion, and, in that, to his wish ; and is said to have 
spent some years before his death at liis native Stratford. 
His pleasurable wit and good nature engaged liim in 
the acquaintance, and entitled him to the friendsiiip, 
of the gentlemen of the neighbourhood. Amongst 
them, it is a story still remembered in that country 
that he had a particular intimacy with Mr. Combe, an 
old gentleman noted thereabouts for his wealtii and 
usury : it hajjpened, that in a pleasant conversation 
amongst their common friends, Mr. Combe told Shak- 
speare, in a laughing manner, that lie fancied he in- 
tended to write his epitaph, if he happened to outlive 
him, and since he could not know what might be said 
of him when he was dead, he desired it might be done 
immediately, upon which Shakspeare gave him these 
four lines : — 

‘ Ten in the hundred lies here ingrav’d ; 

’T is a hundred to ten his soul is not sav’d ; 

If any man ask, Who lies in this tomb ? 

Oh I Oh I quoth the devil, ’t is my John-a-Combe.* 

But the sharpness of the satire is said to have stung the 
man so severely, that lie never forgave it.” Certaiidy 
this is an extraordinary illustration of Shakspere’s 
pleasurable wit and good nature” — of those qualities 
which won for him the name of the ‘‘ gentle Shaksiiere 
which made Jonson, stern enough to most men, pro- 
clAim — “He was honest, and of an open and free 



S90 


LllfE AND WRITINGS OF 


nature,” and tliat his mind and manners” were re- 
flected in his “ well-turned and true-filed lines,” 
John-a-Combe never forgave the sharpness of the satire! 
And yet he bequeathed by his last will “ To Mr. Wil- 
liam Shakspere, five pounds.” Aubrey tells the story 
with a difference : — One time, as he was at the tavern 
at Stratford-upon-Avon, one Combes, an old rich 
usurer, was to be buryed, he makes there this extempo- 
rary epitaph ;” and then he gives the lines with a varia- 
tion, in which “ vows” rh 3 rme 8 to “allows,” instead of 
“sav'd” to “ingrav’d.” Of course, following out this 
second story, the family of John Combe resented the 
insult to the memory of their parent, who died in 1614 ; 
and yet an intimacy subsisted between them even till 
the death of Shakspere, for in his own will he bequeaths 
to the son of the usurer a remarkable token of personal 
regard, the badge of a gentleman : — “ To Mr. Thomas 
Combe my sword.” The whole story is a fabrication. 
Ten in the hundred was the old name of opprobrium 
for one who lent money. To receive interest at all 
was called usury. “ That ten in the hundred was gone 
to the devil,” was an old joke, that shaped itself into 
epigrams long before the death of John Combe; and 
in the ‘Remains of Richard Brathwaite,’ printed in 
1618, we have the very epitaph assigned to Shakspere, 
with a third set of variations, given as a notable pro- 
duction of this voluminous writer : “ Upon one John 
Combe, of Stratford-upon-Avon, a notable usurer, 
fastened upon a Tombe that he had caused to be built 
in his Lifetime.” The lie direct is given by the will 
cf John Combe to this third version of the lines against 
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him ; for it directs that a convenient tomb shall he 
erected one year after liis decease. 

The register of marriages at Stratford-upon-Avon 
for the year 1607 contains the entry of the marriage 
of John Hall, gentleman, and Susanna Shakspere, on 
the 5th June. Susanna, the eldest daugliter of Wil- 
liam Shakspere, was now twenty-four years of age. 
John Hall, gentleman, a physician settled at Stratford, 
was in his thirty-second, year. This appears in every 
respect to have been a propitious alliance. Shakspere 
received into his family a man of learning and talent. 

The season at which the marriage of Sliakspere’s elder 
daughter took place would appear to give some corro- 
boration to the belief tliat, at this period, he had wholly 
ceased to be an actor. It is not likely that an event 
to him so deeply interesting would have taken place 
during his absence from Stratford. It was the season 
of performances at the Globe. It is at this period that 
we can fix the date of ‘ Lear.’ That wonderful tragedy 
was first published in 1608; and the title-page recites 
that “ It was plaid befi)re the King’s Majesty at White- 
Hall, iippon S. Stephen’s Night; in Christmas Holli- 
daies.” This most extraordinary production might well 
have been the first fruits of a period of comparative 
leisure ; when the creative faculty was wholly untram- 
melled by petty cares, and the judgment might be 
employed in working again and again upon the first 
conceptions, so as to produce such a masterpiece of con- 
summalte art without after labour. The next season of 
repose gave birth to an effort of genius wholly differenl 
in character ; but almost as wonderful in its profound 
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sagacity and knowledge of the world, as ‘ Lear ’ is uiie* 
quailed for its depth of individual passion. ‘ Troilus 
and Cressida’ was published in 1609. We may well 
believe that the Sonnets were published in 1609, with- 
out the consent of their author. Tliat tlie appearance of 
those remarkable lyrics should have annoyed him, by 
exposing, as they now appear in the eyes of some to do, 
the frailties of his nature, we do not for a moment be- 
lieve. They would be received by his family and by the 
world as essentially fictitious; and ranked with the pro- 
ductions of the same class with which the age abounded. 

The year 1608 brought its domestic joys and cala- 
mities to Shakspere. In the same font where he had 
been baptized, forty-three years before, was baptized, 
on the 2l8t of February, his grand-daughter, Eliza- 
beth, daughter of John Hall.” In the same grave where 
his father was laid in 1601, was buried his mother, 
** Mary Shakspere, widow,” on the 9th of September, 
1 608. She was the youngest daughter of Robert Arden, 
who died in 1556. She was probably, therefore, about 
seventy years of age when her sons followed her to the 
“ house of all living.” 

There is a memorandum existing, by Thomas Greene, 
a contemporary of Shakspere, residing at Stratford, 
which, under the date of November 17th, 1614, has 
this record ; — “ My cousin Shakspeare coming yesterday 
to town, I went to see him how he did.” We cite this 
memorandum here, as an indication of Shakspere's 
habit of occasionally visiting London; for Thomas 
Greene was then in the capital, with the intent of op- 
posing the project of an inclosure at Stratford, The 
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frequency of Shakspere’a visits to London would essen- 
tially depend upon the nature of his connexion with the 
theatres. He was a permanent shareholder, slb we have 
seen, at the Blackfriars; and no doubt at the Globe 
also. His interests as a sharer might be diligently 
watched over by his fellows ; and he might only have 
visited London when he had a new play to bring for- 
ward, the fruit of his leisure in the country. But until 
be disposed of his wardrobe and other properties, more 
frequent demands might be made upon his personal 
attendance than if he were totally free from the respon- 
sibilities belonging to ihe charge of such an embarrass- 
ing stock in trade. Mr. Collier has printed a memo- 
randum in the handwriting of Edward Alleyn, dated 
April 1612, of the payment of various sums “for the 
Blackfryers,” amounting to 599/. C«. 8d, Mr. Collier 
adds, “To whom the money was paid is nowhere 
stated ; but, for aught we know, it was to Shakespeare 
himself, and just anterior to his departure from Lon- 
don.” The memorandum is introduced with the 
observation, “ It seems very likely, from evidence now 
for the first time to be adduced, that Alleyn became the 
purchaser of our great dramatist s interest in the theatre, 
properties, wardrobe, and stock of the Blackfriars.” 
Certainly the document itself says nothing about pro- 
perties, wardrobe, and stock. It is simply as follows : — 
“1612. 

Money paid by me E. A. for the Blackfryers 160 li 
More for the Blackfryers . . .126 11 

More againe for the Leasse • . . 310 U 

The writinges for the same, and other small 

charges .... 


3 li 6s. 8d.*‘ 
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More than half of the entire sum is paid ‘‘ again for the 
lease.” If the estimate “For avoiding of the Play- 
house,”* he not rejected as an authority, the conjec- 
ture of Mr. Collier that the property purchased by 
Alleyn belonged to Shakspere is wholly untenable; 
for the Fee, valued at a thousand pounds, was the 
property of Burbage, and to the owner of the Fee 
would be paid the sum for the lease. Subsequent 
memoranda by Alleyn show that he paid rent for 
the Blackfriars, and e:q)ended sums upon the building 
— collateral proofs that it was not Shakspere’s per- 
sonal property that he bought in April 1612. There 
is distinct evidence furnished by another document that 
Shakspere was not a resident in London in 1613; for in 
an indenture executed by him on the 10th of March in 
that year, for the purchase of a dwelling-house in the 
precinct of the Blackfriars, he is described as “William 
Shakespeare of Stratforde Upon Avon in the countie of 
Warwick gentleman ;” whilst his fellow John Hemyng, 
who is a party to the same deed, is described as “ of 
London, gentleman.” From the situation of tlie pro- 
perty it would appear to have been bought either as an 
appurtenance to the theatre, or for some protection of 
the interests of the sharers. In the deed of 1602, Shak- 
spere is also described as of Stratford-upon-Avon. It is 
natural that he should be so described, in a deed for the 
purchase of land at Stratford ; but upon the same prin- 
ciple, had he been a resident in Londpn in 1613, he 
would have been described as of London in a deed for 
the purchase of property in London. Yet we also look 
• See page 882. 
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upon this conveyance as evidence tliat Sliakspere liad iu 
March 1613 not wholly severed himself from his inte- 
rest in the theatre. He is in London at the signing of 
the deed, attending, probably, to the duties which still 
devolved upon him as a sharer in the Black friars. He 
is not a resident in London; he has come to town, as 
Thomas Greene describes in 1614. But we have no 
evidence that he sold his theatrical property at all. 
Certainly the evidence that he sold it to Edward Alleyn 
may be laid aside in any attempt to fix the date of 
Shakspere’s departure from London. 

Every one agrees tlait during the last three or four 
years of his life Shakspere ceased to write. Yet we 
venture to think that every one is in error. The opinion 
is founded upon a belief that he only finally left Lon- 
don towards the close of 1613. We have shown, from 
his purchase of a large house at Stratford, his constant 
acquisition of landed proj)erty there, his active en- 
gagements in the business of agriculture, the interest 
which he took in matters connected with his property In 
which his neighbours had a common interest, that he 
must have partially left London before this period. 
There were no circumstances, as far as we can collect, 
to have prevented him finally leaving London several 
years before 1613. But his biographers, having fixed 
a period for the termination of his connexion with the 
active business of the tlieatre, assume that he became 
wholly unemployed ; that he gave himself up, as Rowe 
has described, to “ ease, retirement, and the conversa- 
tion of his friends.” His income was enough, they say, 
to dispense with labour; and therefore he did not 
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labour. But wlien the days of leisure arrived, is it 
reasonable to believe that the mere habit of his life 
would not assert its ordinary control ; that the greatest 
of intellects would suddenly sink to the condition of an 
every-day man — clierishing no high plans for the future, 
looking back witli no desire to equal and excel the 
work of the past ? At the period of life when Chaucer 
began to write the ‘ Canterbury Tales,’ Shakspere, ac- 
cording to his biographers, was suddenly and utterly to 
cease to write. We cannot believe it. Is there a 
parallel case in the career of any great artist who had 
won for himself competence and fame ? Is the mere 
apjjlause of the world, and a sufficiency of the goods 
of life, the end-all and the be-all ” of the labours of 
a mighty mind ? Tliese attained, is tine voice of his 
spiritual being to be heard no morel If those who 
reason thus could present a satisfactory record of the 
dates of all Shakspere’s works, and especially of his 
^ater works, we should still cling to the belief that some 
fruits of the last years of his literary industry had 
wholly perished. It is unnecessary, as it appears to us, 
to adopt any such theory. Without the means of fixing 
the precise date of many particular dramas, we have 
indisputable traces, up to this period, of the appearance 
of at least five-sixths of all Shakspere’s undoubted 
works. Are there any dramas whose individual ap^iear- 
ance is not accounted for by those who have attempted 
to fix the exact chronology of other plays I There are 
such dramas, and they form a class. They are the three 
great Roman plays of < Coriolanus,’ ‘ Julius Caesar,’ and 
* Antony and Cleopatra.’ 
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The happy quiet of Shakspere’s retreat was not 
wholly undisturbed by calamity, domestic and public. 
His brother Richard, who was ten years his junior, was 
buried at Stratford on the 4ih of February, 1613. Of 
his father’s family his sister Joan, who had married 
Mr. William Hart of Stratford, was probably the only 
other left. There is no record of the death of his bro- 
ther Gilbert; but as he is not mentioned in the will of 
William, in all likelihood he died before him. Oldys, 
in his manuscript notes upon Langbaine, luis a story 
of “ One of Shakspeare’s younger brothers, who lived to 
a good old age, even some years, as I compute, after the 
restoration of King Charles II.” Gilbert was born in 
1566; so that if he had lived some years after the 
restoration of Charles II. it is not surprising that his 
memory was weakened,” as Oldys reports, and that he 
could give “ the most noted actors ” but “ little satis- 
faction in their endeavours to learn something from him 
of his brother.” The story of Oldys is clearly apocry- 
phal, as far os regards any brother of Shakspere’s. 
They were a short-lived race. His sister, indeed, sur- 
vived him thirty years. The family at New Place, at 
this period, would life composed therefore of his wife 
only, and his unmarried daughter Judith ; unless his 
elder daughter and his son-in-law formed a part of the 
same household, with their only child Elizabeth, who 
was bom in 1608. The public calamity to which we 
have alluded was a great fire, which broke out at Strat- 
ford on the 9th of July, 1614. That Shakspere assisted 
with all the energy of his character in alleviating the 
miseries of this calamity, and in the restoration of his 
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(own, we cannot doubt. In tlie same year we find him 
taking some interest in (he project of an inclosure of 
the common-fields of Stratford. The inclosure would 
probably have improved his property, and especially 
have increased the value of the tithes, of the moiety of 
which he held a lease. The Corporation of Stratford 
were opjxised to the inclosure. Tliey held that it would 
be injurious to the |K)orer inhabitants, who were then 
deeply sufieriug from the desolation of the fire; and 
they apjiear to have been solicitous that Shakspere 
should take the same view of (he matter as themselves. 
His friend William Combe, then high sherilf of the 
county, was a principal prson engaged in forwartling 
the inclosure. The Corporation sent their common 
clerk, Thomas Greene, to London, to oppose the project ; 
and a memorandum in his hand-writing, which still 
remains, exhibits the business-like manner in which 
Sliaksjiere informed himself of the details of the plan. 
The first memorandum is dated the ITtli of November, 
1614, and is as follows : — My Cosen Shakspeare 
comyng yesterday to town, I went to see how he did. 
He told me that they assured him they merit to inclose 
no further than to Gospel Bush,^ and so upp straight 
(leaving out pt. of the Dyngles to the field) to the gate 
in Clopton liedg, and take in Salisbury’s peece; and 
that they mean in Aprill to svey. the land and then to 
gyve satisfaccion, and not before : and he and Mr. Hall 
say they think yr. will he nothyng done at all.” Mr, 
Greene apjiears to have returned to Stratford in about 
a fortnight atler the date of this memorandum, and 
Shakspere seems to have remained in London ; for ac^ 



“WILLIAM SlIAKSPERE. 


899 


cording to a second memorandum, which is damaged 
and partly illegible, an official letter was written to 
Shakspere by the C-orporation, accompanied by a pri- 
vate letter from Mr. Greene, moving him to exert Ids 
influence against this jdan of the inclosure : — “ 23 Dec. 
A. Hall, Lres. wrytten, one to Mr. Manyring — another 
to Mr. Shakspeare, witli almost all the company's hands 
to eyther. I also wrytfe myself to my Csii. Shaks])ear, 

the coppyes of all our then also a note of the 

inconvenyences wold , • . by the inclosure.” Arthur 
Mannering, to whom one of tliese letters was written 
by the Corjwration, was officially connected with the 
Lord Chancellor, and then residing at his house ; and 
from the letter to him, which has been preserved, it 
appears that he was apprised of the injury to be ex- 
pected from the intended inclosure; reminded of the 
damage that Stratford, then ‘ lying in the ashes of 
desolation,' had sustained from recent fires ; and en- 
treated to forbear the inclosure.” The letter to Shak- 
gpere has not been discovered. The fact of its having 
been written leaves no doubt of the importance which 
was attached to his opinion by his neighbours. Truly 
in his later years he had 

** Honour, love, obedience, troops of friends.” 

The younger daughter of Sliakspere was married on 
the lOth of February, 1610, to Thomas Quiney, as the 
roister of Stratford shows. Thomas Quiney was tlie 
ion of Richard Quiney of Stratford, whom we have 
seen in 1598 soliciting the kind offices of his loving 
countryman Shakspere. Thomas, who was bom in 

SUP. VOL. Z 
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1588, was probably a well-educated man. The last 
will of Shakspere would ap|>ear to have been prepared 
in some degree with reference to this marriage. It is 
dated the 25lh of March, 1616; but the word “ Janu- 
arii ” seems to have been first written and afterwards 
struck out, “ Mavtii” having been written above it. It 
is not unlikely, and indeed it appears most jirobable, 
that the document was prepared before the marriage of 
Judith j for the elder daughter is mentioned as Siisarma 
Hall, — the younger simply as Judith. To her, one 
hundred j)Ound8 is bequeathed, and fifty jwunds con- 
ditionally. Tlie life-interest of a farther sum of one 
hundred and fifty pounds is also bequeathed to her, 
with remainder to her children ; but if she died without 
issue within three years after the date of the will, the 
hundred and fifty pounds was to be otlierwise appro- 
priated. We pass over the various legacies to relations 
and friends to come to the bequest of the great bulk of 
the property. All tlie real <»tate is devised to his 
daughter Susanna Hall, for and during the term of 
her natural life. It is then entailed upon her first son 
and his heirs male ; and in default of such issue, to 
her second son and his heirs male ; and so on : in de- 
fault of such issue, to his granddaughter Elizabeth 
Hall (called in the language of the time his ** niece^’) : 
and in default of such issue, to his daughter Judith 
and her heirs male. By this strict entailment it was 
manifestly the object of Shakspere to found a family. 
Like many other such purposes of short-sighted hu- 
manity tlie object was not accomplished. His elder 
daughter had no issue but Elizabeth, and she died 
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childless. The heirs male of Juditli died before her. 
Tlie estates were scattered after the second generation ; 
and the descendants of his sister were the only trans- 
mitters to posterity of his blood and lineage. 

“ Item, I give unto my wife my second-best bed, with 
tile furniture.” This is the clause of the will upon 
which, for half a century, all men believed that Shak- 
Sijere recollected his wife only to mark how little he 
esteemed her, — to cut her off, not indeed with a shil- 
ling, but with an old bed.”* We had the satisfaction 
of first showing the utter groundlessness of this opinion; 
and we here briefly repeat the statement which we made 
ill our Postscript to ‘Twelfth Night,’ that the wife of 
Shaksjiere was unquestionably provided for by the 
natural ojieration of the law of England. His estates, 
with the exception of a copyhold tenement, expressly 
mentioned in his will, were freehold. His xvtfe was 
entitled to dower. She was provided for amply, hy the 
clear and undeniable operation of the Enylish lato. 
Of the houses and gardens which Shakspere inherited 
from Ids father, she was assured of the life-interest of a 
third, should she survive her husband, tlie instant that 
old John Shakspere died. Of the capital messuage 
called New Place, the best house in Stratford, which 
Shakspere purchased in 1597, she was assured of the 
same life-interest, from the moment of tlie conveyance, 
provided it was a direct conveyance to her husband. 
That it was so conveyed we may infer from the terms 
of the conveyance of the lands in Old Stratford, and 


Malone. 
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other places, whicli were purchased by Shakspere in 
1602, and were tlien conveyed ‘^to the onlye proper use 
and behoofe of the saide William Shakespere, his heires 
and assignes, for W'er.” Of a life-interest in a third of 
these lands also was she assured. The tenement in 
Black friars, purchased in 1614, was conveyed to Shak- 
spere and (/tree oi/ier persons ; and after his death was 
re-conveyed by those persons to the uses of his will, 
“ for and in performance of the confidence and trust in 
them reposed by William Shakespeare deceased.” In 
this estate, certainly, the widow of our poet had not 
dower. It has been remarked to us that even the ex- 
press mention of tlie second-best bed was anytliing but 
unkindness and insult ; that the best bed was in all 
probability an heir-loom: it might have descendeil to 
Shakspere himself from his father as an heir-loom, and, 
as such, was the property of his own heirs. The best 
bed was considered amongst the most important of those 
ciiattels which went to the heir by custom with tho 
house.* 

The will of Sliakspere thus commences ; — Wil- 
liam Shakspere, of Stratford-upon-Avon, in the county 
of Warwick, gent, in jrerfect health and memory, (God 
be praised !) do make and ordain this my last will and 

* And note tliat in some places chattels as heir-looms 
fas the best bed, table, pot, pan, cart, and other dead chattels 
moveable) may go to the heir, and the heir in that cose may 
have an action for them at the common law, and shall not 
tno for Uiem in the ecclesiastical court; but Ibe heir-loom 
is due by custom, and not by the common law."*^Cy*c uptm 
liUleUm, 18 b. 
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(estament.” And yet within one month of this declara- 
tion William Shakspere is no more : 

OBIIT ANO. DOI. 1G16. JBTATIS 53. DIE 23. AP. 

Such is the inscription on his tomb. It is corrolwrated 
by the register of his burial April 25. Will Shak- 
spere gent.” Writing forty-six years after the event, 
the vicar of Stratford says, “ Shakspere, Drayton, and 
Ben Jonson had a merry meeting, and, it seems, drank 
too hard, for Shakspere died of a fever there contracted.” 
A tradition of this nature, surviving its object nearly 
half a century, is not much to be relied on. But if it 
were absolutely true, our reverence for Shakspere would 
not be diminished by the fact that he accelerated his 
end in the exercise of hospitality, according to the man- 
ner of his age, towards two of the most illustrious of his 
friends. The meny-meeting,” the last of many 
social hours spent with the full-hearted Jonson and the 
elegant Drayton, may be contemplated without a 
painful feeling. Shakspere possessed a mind eminently 
social — “ he was of a free and generous nature.” But, 
says the tradition of half a century, “ he drank too hard” 
at tliis merry meeting.” We believe that this is the 
vulgar colouring of a common incident. He “ died of 
a fever there contracted.” The fever that is too often 
tlie attendant upon a hot spring, when the low grounds 
upon a river bank have been recently inundated, is a 
fever tljat tlie good people of Stratford did not well un- 
derstand at that day. The ** merry meeting ” rounded 
off a tradition much more effectively. Whatever was 
the immediate cause of his last illness, we may well 
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believe that the closing scene was fall of tranquillity 
and hope j and that he who had sought, perliaps more 
than any man, to look beyond the material and finite 
things of the world, should rest at last in the peace 
which passeth all understanding” — in that assured be- 
lief which the opening of liis will has expressed with far 
more than formal solemnity : — ‘‘ I commend my soul 
into the liands of God my creator, hoping, and assuredly 
believing, through the only merits of Jesus Christ, my 
Saviour, to be made partaker of life everlasting.” 




ADDITIONAL NOTES 

AND SUGGESTED EMENDATIONS. 
SUPPLEMENTARY VOLUME. 


THE POEMS OF SHAKSPEIIE. 

VENUS AND ADONIS. 

Page 29. 

*‘For to a pretty ear she tunes her tale.”-~Mr Collier 
asks whether this be not a misprint for air. In fact, two 
pages further on, ear is made to rhyme with hair; and it 
is pronounced air in Shakspere’s native county. 

Page 32. 

‘‘From mom to night.”--In every old edition; “From 
morn till night.” 


THE KAPE OF LUCHECE. 

Page 90. 

" And thy 111 aim, before thy afwot be ended.”— A play la 
heie intended on w words ihoot and luif, which were 
pronounced alike. 



m ADDITIONAL NOTES TO SUPPLEMENTAllY YOL. 


Page 123. 

“ Hut stood, like old acquaintance in a trance, 

Met far from home, wondering each other’s chance.” 
No sense here. Every old edition has : 

** Both stood, like old acquaintance,” &c. 


SONNETS. 

SONNET XV. 

That this huge state presenteth nought but shows.” 
Stage^ in the original. The modern editors merely copy the 
misprint of Malone’s edition. 


SONNET XX 

A man in hue, all httes in his controlling.” 

Hues Is spelled ITeios in the original, with a capital letter, 
and in italics, as Will is spelled in Sonnet CXXXVI. It is 
supposed to refer, perhaps, to “ Mr. W. H.,” “ the only 
be^tter of these sonnets,” whoso name Tyrwhitt makes out 
to be Hughes. 


SONNET CXXVII. 

“ Sweet beauty hath no naiie, no holy /toitr.” 

Sower,, in the original. The modern editors copy the error 
of Malone. 


SONNET CXXXII. 

** Thine eyes I love, and they, as pitying me 
Knowing thy heart, torment me with disdain.” 

The tense is not clear. Mr Collier, with a very slight altera- 
tion, reads, making the second line parenthetical : 

“Thine eyes I love, and they, as pitying me, 

(|Diowing thy heart torments me with disdain), 

Have put on black, and loving mourners be.” 



ADDITIONAL NOTES TO SUPPLEMENTARY VOL. 407 


K LOVER’S COMPLAINT. 

Page 210. 

“ Bedded Jet.”— Probably, “ Beaded jet.” 
Pago 213. 

“ .\11 aid.*!, themselves made fairer by their place, 
Can for additions.” 

“ Came for additions.”— A/afowe. 


SONG. 

Page 235. 

Of this song, the first stanza is introduced into Measure 
for Measure,” and was probably written by Shakspere. We 
find both stanzas in the “ Bloody Brother” of Fletcher. It is 
demonstrable that the two stanzas are by different hands. 
The first is the address of a woman to a man, and is, in fact, 
sung in ‘‘Measure for Measure” ns applicable to Mariana; 
the other is the address of a man to a woman. It were easy 
to multiply proofs. 
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